
Our WOW Moment occurred just two days ago when one of our SAVE members learned that he was moving to 
another state. He had just found out 2 hours earlier that the move would take place in 6 hours. Fortunately, we 
were together celebrating all of our accomplishments for 2017. As the young man shared his soon to be sudden 
move, he stood emotionally in front of his peers talking about SAVE and how it saved him. He talked about all of 
the organizations past events and was able to share how each one made him feel so proud to be a part of 
something he knew nothing about until now. He gave almost every one of his SAVE members an assignment to 
keep SAVE alive. In closing he said "we may not admit it but we talk about it in our personal groups, once you 
learn to like SAVE and begin liking it a lot, you're hyped every-time we gather. I feel so good knowing that I 
joined a group that makes others happy and save lives." Knowing this young man's history and hearing the 
passion for SAVE in his voice was our WOW Moment." - Optimism Preventive Services, SC 
  
Because the Columbian Progress newspaper did a feature story on "Say Something" Week, all of the groups 
above were impacted and educated on our message. Our "Say Something" video was also uploaded and shared 
on Instagram and Facebook and school site. One mother in a neighboring community, whose only child, Casey, 
died by suicide 2 years ago at the age of 19, wrote about our school's SAVE Club via social media. She was so 
moved by the message of the video because there were friends and teammates of her son who noticed changes 
in their friend, yet they thought they'd be turning their back on him if they alerted his parents. If the message of 
"Say Something" had been shared a few years ago in their school, perhaps this precious life could have been 
saved.  We also had a 9th grade student who left a note on my desk two weeks after I encouraged her to join our 
SAVE members in spreading the Say Something message. Our club members reached out to her and got her 
involved in presenting activities to the primary students. I knew that she has suffered from bullying and threats 
of suicide herself and explained that perhaps reaching out to others could not only help them, but help her as 
well. I saw a change in her after she led the primary students. I could tell it gave her hope, self-confidence and 
built self-esteem in her. Our message is that in all of these situations our students have the POWER within them 
to stop violence from occurring by giving them a safe place in which to tell a trusted adult. In the student's note 
that was left on my desk, she spoke of being changed and now wanting to save other lives. What an impact as 
evidenced by receiving that note and seeing a life changed!! - Columbia HS, MS 
  
I have had 2 different students be saved from potentially hurting themselves because several students came to 
me with social media postings about probable suicide attempts. We had one student who threatened to create a 
violent behavior upon our campus that was also shared by students to us in advance. All of this occurred after 
the "Say Something" activities.... I am worried that we are not doing enough. - Hoke County HS, NC 
  
We had a 9th grade student confronted by an 11th grade student over why this "stupid club" was even at our 
school. She stepped up and said it that the SAVE Promise Club was about kids taking a stand to help their schools 
be safe for everyone and that it was important any and everywhere. Despite ridicule, a handful of students took 
a stand and once the older student saw there was sincere support, she backed down. That was a "wow" moment 
for our kids! - Tuscola HS, NC 
  
One of our members lost a sibling to suicide within the past year. She got involved with our club last year. She is 
very shy and quiet. We are so happy to report that SAVE has given her an outlet for helping herself and others. 
She is making presentations to classes, conducting SAVE meetings and has made friends through our club. This is 
very exciting to help her overcome fears and to see her grow socially.  We are so happy to have this club at our 
school. - Swansboro HS, NC 
  
We had to go on lock down the week after Say Something Week. Someone in the neighborhood was shooting 
and the shots were heard at the school. The students were really afraid because they did not know what was 
going on. The students were quiet and handled the experience appropriately. In the past, the students would still 
talk and would have to beg them to be silent during the drills. We handle all drills as though it was the real 
thing. I think the message that the SAVE students gave during SSW, encouraged students to be more sensitive 
about the situation. - Stringer Attendance Center, MS 
  



“Teens don’t always know what to do if they see something is up,” said CHHS SAVE member Katie MacKinnon, 
“and hopefully we can provide resources for them to know how to properly say something and protect their 
peers.” - Chapel Hill HS, NC 
  
SAVE has encouraged the use of different language. The Say Something campaign really encouraged students to 
speak to a trusted adult when they see something that makes them uncomfortable. Also, some of the SAVE 
members use skills that they learn during our meetings when they are in class, at lunch, etc. Administration is 
even using the language!  There is a student who has been in SAVE for the last two years. She tends to have 
problems with self -control. She has really embraced the meaning of SAVE and has started practicing some self - 
control. It is a work in progress but her minor incidents have significantly changed since this time last school 
year. She has become more active in the club and is someone that I depend on to get things done. Next year, she 
will be in high school, so my hope is that she will continue to embrace the SAVE club message and continue to 
become the leader that I know that she can be. - Hunters Creek Middle School, NC 
  
I was really blown away by the feedback given by a student who shared with me he felt so much better now that 
he knew he wouldn't be snitching by standing up and being an Upstander. He watched a friend suffer from being 
bullied, who actually left school to be home-schooled. He says he now feels like with the Say Something 
program, and the fact it is a National program, students will be more likely to stand up for others. I thought that 
was quite enlightening -- from a 7th grader. - Olde Towne Middle School, MS 
  
For one of our activities, we ordered green wristbands, and members of our club wrote positive affirmations on 
them. We passed them out in the morning and during break. One of our quiet boys came by our cart full of 
wristbands, and while most kids were picking up the first one they liked, this child was reading over all of them. 
He finally found one that he liked, and I helped him put it on. I noticed he was still reading the others on the cart, 
and when I was done helping him, he picked up another one and asked if he could have that one too. It read, 
"Through hard work, I can achieve my dreams." It reminded me that some of these kids don't hear that at home 
often enough, and through hard work I can help prepare these kids to achieve their dreams. - Rosa Scott School, 
MS 
  
We have had multiple students report incidents that would have gone unnoticed were it not for the SAVE 
Promise Club. Students are more willing to put themselves in the uncomfortable position of being a reporter, but 
more students are coming forward to report about needs in our school. - Madison Middle School, MS 
  
I have had more students join SAVE this year than any other year before and I truly think it is because the 
students in the school see the amazing message that we are trying to share with all the students and want to be 
a part of that as well. I have seen these students working hard to spread a message of kindness and compassion 
and always putting their peers concerns above their own! I have some truly great students.  - Highland School of 
Technology, NC 
 


