
 

Sandy Hook Promise works to introduce and advance policy that promotes school safety 

and prevents gun violence. This toolkit contains information on SHP’s three policy focus 

areas (Expanding Know the Signs legislation, passing Universal Background Checks and 

supporting extreme risk protection orders). Learn more about these policies and how 

you can take action to ensure that state and federal laws prevent gun violence and keep 

our students safe. 
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THE STANDUP ACT (H.R. 2599 & S. 2492) 
School violence is preventable – especially when students are taught to recognize signs of self-harm and how to 

effectively seek help for themselves or others. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise strongly supports the STANDUP Act.   

 

WHAT IS THE STANDUP ACT? 

The bipartisan STANDUP Act of 2019 is a bill designed to encourage states and tribes to implement and expand 

evidence-based suicide prevention training. It was introduced with bipartisan support in the House of Representatives 

as H.R. 2599, the Suicide and Threat Assessment Nationally Dedicated to Universal Prevention Act on May 8, 2019. It 

was introduced in the Senate as S. 2492, the Suicide Training and Awareness Nationally Dedicated to Universal 

Prevention Act on September 17, 2019.   

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 

Across the country, suicide has been the second-leading cause of death among young people between the ages of 10 
and 24 since 2010.i But we know that suicide is preventable, given that 70 percent of those who die by suicide tell 
someone of their plans or demonstrate warning signs.ii Too many youth and adults are unaware of the warning signs and 
signals to look for, ways of assessing threats when they present themselves, and how to properly intervene before a 
tragedy can occur. Nationally, two-thirds of gun deaths are suicide by gun. By working to mitigate and reduce suicide 
rates through student-based programming, we can also advance our mission to end gun violence and protect our 
children.  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

WHAT DOES THE STANDUP ACT DO? 

Currently, the STANDUP Act bill looks differently in the House and the Senate. Both versions of the STANDUP Act 
would add new requirements to the existing grant program, Project Aware, which was originally created after the Sandy 
Hook shooting to reduce youth violence. These new requirements would advise states, schools and tribes to expand 
access to evidence-based suicide prevention training to every 6th-12th grade student, teaching them how to recognize 
the warning signs of self-harm and methods on how to seek help for themselves and others.   
 

In addition, the House version would also encourage the implementation of school threat assessment policies by 
states to set guidelines for threat identification, triage, and intervention to identify school violence earlier and protect 
our children from harm.  
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DO THESE TYPES OF MEASURES WORK? 
Research has shown that evidence-based suicide prevention programs and school threat assessment teams have been 
effective in reducing suicide, interpersonal violence, bullying, and aggression, and have lowered expulsion and 
suspension rates. Additionally, evidence-based school threat assessment teams have been shown to increase the 
willingness of students to seek help for threats of violence and mental health.iii 

   
Sandy Hook Promise believes that all gun violence is preventable and that, by focusing on identifying, intervening and 
helping individuals who display at-risk behaviors, we can decrease the number of violent acts nationally.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

i CDC, NCHS Data Brief, Number 352, October 2019, https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db352-h.pdf 
ii Robins, E., Gassner, S., Kayes, J., Wilkinson, R.H. & Murphy, G.E. (1959). The communication of suicidal intent: A study of 134 consecutive cases of successful (completed) 
suicide. Am J Psychiatry, 115 (8), 724-733. 
iii County Health Rankings & Roadmaps (2017). Universal school-based suicide awareness & education programs. Accessed: https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-
to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/strategies/universal-school-based-suicide-awareness-education-programs  

 

WHAT CAN WE DO TO HELP PASS THE STANDUP ACT? 

Contact your representative or senator and ask them for positive action on the STANDUP 

Act (H.R. 2599 or S. 2492). Send your senator a message here or call your representative at 

1-833-363-4789. 

http://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/policies/universal-school-based-suicide-awareness-education-programs
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/databriefs/db352-h.pdf
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/strategies/universal-school-based-suicide-awareness-education-programs
https://www.countyhealthrankings.org/take-action-to-improve-health/what-works-for-health/strategies/universal-school-based-suicide-awareness-education-programs
https://action.sandyhookpromise.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=22616
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THE STOP SCHOOL VIOLENCE ACT 
 

Our schools are safer when students and teachers are taught to recognize the signs of potential violence and how to 
respond effectively. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise helped write and pass the STOP School Violence Act. 

 

 
WHAT IS THE STOP ACT? 

The Students, Teachers, and Officers Preventing (STOP) School Violence Act was introduced on January 30, 2018, 
passed in the House with almost unanimous support on March 14, 2018, and signed into law on March 28, 2018. Sandy 
Hook Promise helped write and pass this bipartisan school safety legislation, the first of its kind, to prevent future 
violence in schools. Its goal is to build upon the research and lessons learned from Sandy Hook and other tragic 
shootings and expand access to proven school violence prevention programs to all students across the country. The 
STOP School Violence Act makes critical funding available to school districts, states, and tribes to implement evidence-
based early intervention programming in their schools to prevent school violence BEFORE a weapon ever enters a school 
environment. 

 
WHAT DOES THE STOP ACT DO? 
The STOP School Violence Act makes annual 
grants available to states, school districts, and tribal 
organizations to bring evidence-based programs and 
strategies to schools to prevent acts of violence. 
Through these programs, students, school personnel 
and law enforcement are trained in how to identify 
signs of violence or mental health crisis, and how to 
intervene to prevent people from hurting themselves or 
others. The legislation also encourages the 
development and operation of anonymous reporting 
systems, and the formation of evidence-based school 
threat assessment and intervention teams to 
help schools intake and triage threats before tragedy 
strikes.   

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT? 
When students and educators are trained in how to 
identify signs of gun violence, such as through Sandy 
Hook Promise’s Know the Signs programs, they can 
prevent tragedies in their communities and save 
lives. Four out of five school shooters tell someone 
about their plans ahead of time – and 69 percent tell 
more than one person.i Unfortunately, many youth and 
adults who observe these signs do not recognize or 
report what they are seeing. The STOP School Violence 
Act helps more schools access these lifesaving 
programs to train their youth and adults to be 
upstanders and take action to prevent tragedies.  
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HOW WILL THIS AFFECT TEACHERS & CORE CURRICULUM? 

STOP gives all educators and administrators access to critical funding to bring violence prevention programming to their 
schools at no cost.  STOP is not a mandate and provides flexibility for states districts, and tribes to choose the evidence-
based programs that most fit the needs of their students and communities. Sandy Hook Promise’s Know the 
Signs programs are just some of many programs that meet the STOP Act requirements. States and school-districts may 
also choose programs, like Know the Signs that can be delivered through digital, in-person, classroom, or large  assembly 
trainings – offering even more options to fit with their current curriculums.   

 
DO THESE TYPE OF MEASURES WORK? 

Yes! To date, Sandy Hook Promise has trained more than 11 million youth and adults in 14,000+ schools in its Know the 
Signs programs that focus on prevention to help end the epidemic of gun violence. Through these no-cost programs, 
Sandy Hook Promise has averted multiple school shooting plots, teen suicides and other acts of violence across the 
country. We know that school violence is preventable when we teach youth and adults the warning signs and how to 
take action to save a life.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

i Vossekuil, B., Fein, R.,Reddy, M., Borum, R., & Modzelski, W. , The Final Report and Findings of the Safe School Initiative: Implications for the Prevention of School 

Attacks in the United States. US Department of Education, Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, Safe and Drug-Free Schools Programs and U.S. Secret 
Services, National Threat Assessment Center, Washington, D.C., 2002 
 

 

HOW CAN I APPLY FOR FUNDING FROM A STOP GRANT? 
 

If you’re interested in getting STOP funding for your school district or community, please take the following steps: 
 

1) Subscribe to alerts from Grants.gov to stay updated on changes or openings in applications 

2) Head to the Bureau of Justice Assistance website for the step-by- step process of how to apply for STOP grant 
funding 

 

FURTHER QUESTIONS? 
Looking for more information or support? Please reach out to our Programs team through our secure online form, 

www.sandyhookpromise.org/contact-us  
 
 

 

https://www.grants.gov/manage-subscriptions.html
https://bja.ojp.gov/funding/opportunities/bja-2020-17313
http://www.sandyhookpromise.org/contact-us
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THE MASSACHUSETTS SAVE STUDENTS ACT 

Our schools are safer when students are taught to recognize the signs of potential violence and how to respond 

effectively. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise strongly supports the Massachusetts SAVE Students Act. 

 

WHAT IS THE MASSACHUSETTS SAVE STUDENTS ACT?  
The Safety and Violence Education for Students (SAVE Students) Act (S. 285/ H. 483) is aimed at reducing violence, 
bullying and suicide that impacts our nation’s young people. Sandy Hook Promise helped write this bipartisan legislation, 
which was introduced in the Massachusetts House and Senate in January 2019 by State Senator Barry Finegold of 
Andover and State Representative Natalie Higgins of Leominster. If passed, the SAVE Students Act would set a new 
standard for statewide school safety programming.   
 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?  
In most incidents of school violence, students display many warning signs or signals before taking harmful action. 
Unfortunately, the youth and adults who observe these signs or signals do not always recognize or report what they are 
seeing. We have an opportunity to prevent violence through bipartisan policies that give our students the evidence-
based tools they need to save lives and empower them to be upstanders in their school and communities.  
 

WHAT WOULD THE SAVE STUDENTS ACT DO?   
The SAVE Students Act would allow all 6-12 grade students in Massachusetts to have access to evidence-based 
programming that teaches them how to combat social isolation and build inclusive community, identify the signs and 
signals of interpersonal violence and suicide & how to reach out for help. The bill would also give schools the tools 
necessary to create systems for responding to threats appropriately within a school community.  
 

WHY DOES THIS MATTER IN MASSACHUSETTS?  
Massachusetts is currently a leader in confronting many forms of violence, including gun violence, but there is always 
more work that can be done to prevent further acts of violence and institutionalize the state’s progress for the next 
generation. In 2017, suicide was the 2nd leading cause of death among young people aged 15-34 in Massachusetts.1 That 
same year, nearly 15% of Massachusetts high school students reported being bullied on school property 
and 14% reported being bullied online.2 The SAVE Students Act would work directly to help these this populations by 
reducing violence to self and others.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 American Foundation for Suicide Prevention; Suicide Facts and Figures: Massachusetts, 2019, https://afsp.org/about-suicide/state-fact-sheets/#Massachusetts 
2 CDC, Massachusetts, High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2017, https://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/App/Results.aspx?LID=MA 
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https://afsp.org/about-suicide/state-fact-sheets/#Massachusetts
https://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/App/Results.aspx?LID=MA
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WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THIS BILL?  
 

1. Training on how to combat social isolation and build stronger, inclusive school communities. By teaching 
students to understand and identify what social isolation is, the importance of taking it seriously, and how to seek 
help for peers, this legislation will provide tools needed to transform school culture and community to stop violence 
before it happens. The legislation also creates student-led clubs to help schools sustain violence prevention and 
social inclusion trainings and awareness activities.  
 
2. Instruction in how to recognize the signs and signals of interpersonal violence and suicide. By empowering 
students to identify the signs of depression, suicide, self-injury, and the observable warning signals of an individual 
who may be a threat to themselves or others, this legislation will improve students’ awareness and ability to seek 
help for themselves and others.  
 
3. Resources for getting help. By establishing a hotline, multilingual crisis center, website and mobile phone 
application in conjunction with student training in how to use an anonymous reporting program, this legislation will 
give students a proven way to anonymously seek help for themselves or peers from trained professionals.  
 
4. Guidance for creating systems for responding to threats. By providing guidance to schools for how to best train 
a small, interdisciplinary group of administrators and staff in an evidence-based threat assessment model, schools 
will better be able to recognize threats or potential violent behavior and address the problem in an appropriate, 
constructive way. School communities will also be better able to provide resources for treatment and avoid 
excessive disciplinary action.  

 

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT SCHOOLS & TEACHERS?  
The SAVE Students Act would give students and educators at Massachusetts middle and high schools access to resources 
to bring violence prevention programming to their schools. Sandy Hook Promise’s Know the Signs programs are just 
some of many programs that would meet the SAVE Act requirements. Schools will be provided with a list of evidence-
based programs by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education that include no cost options for fulfilling 
each of these requirements through digital, in-person and train-the-trainer programming.   
 

DO THESE TYPES OF MEASURES WORK?  
Yes! To date, Sandy Hook Promise has trained more than 11 million youth and adults in 14,000+ schools in its Know the 
Signs programs that focus on prevention to help end the epidemic of gun violence. Through these no-cost programs, 
Sandy Hook Promise has averted multiple school shooting plots, teen suicides and other acts of violence across the 
country. We know that school violence is preventable when we teach youth and adults the warning signs and how to 
take action to save a life.  
 

 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
 

Contact your state representative and state senator and ask them for positive action on  
the SAVE Students Act (H. 483 and S. 285). 

 



 

THE OHIO SAVE STUDENTS ACT 
 

Our schools are safer when students are taught to recognize the signs of potential violence and how to respond 
effectively. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise strongly supports the Ohio SAVE Students Act.   

 
 

WHAT IS THE OHIO SAVE STUDENTS ACT?  

The Safety and Violence Education for Students (SAVE Students) Act (H.B 123) is aimed at reducing violence, bullying 
and suicide that impacts our nation’s young people. Sandy Hook Promise helped write this bipartisan school safety 
legislation, which was introduced in the Ohio House of Representatives in March of 2019. It passed in the 
House with strong bipartisan support, 85-7, on October 2, 2019 and was then introduced in the State Senate on October 
7, 2019. If enacted, this bill would set a new standard for statewide school safety programming.   

 

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT?   

In most incidents of school violence, students display many warning signs or signals before taking harmful action. 
Unfortunately, the youth and adults who observe these signs do not always recognize or report what they are 
seeing. The SAVE Students Act is an opportunity to prevent violence through bipartisan policies that give our students 
the evidence-based tools they need to save lives and empower them to be upstanders in their school and communities.  

 

WHAT DOES THE SAVE STUDENTS ACT DO?  

The SAVE Students Act would require that 6-12 grade students in Ohio have access to evidence-based programming that 
teaches them how to combat social isolation and build inclusive community, identify the signs and signals of 
interpersonal violence and suicide & how to reach out for help. The bill would also give schools the tools necessary 
to create systems for responding to threats appropriately within a school community.  

 

WHY DOES THIS MATTER IN OHIO?  

Between 2007-2018, Ohio saw a dramatic increase in the number of suicide deaths, including a 56% increase among 
young people aged 10-24. As of 2019, it was the leading cause of death among Ohioans aged 10-14 and the 2nd leading 
cause among those aged 15-34.i Additionally, in the most recent data from the CDC’s Youth Risk 
Behavior Survey, nearly 21% of Ohio High School students reported being bullied on school property and 15% reported 
being bullied online.ii The SAVE Students Act would work directly with these population to reduce 
violence directed toward self and others.   
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WHAT IS INCLUDED IN THE BILL? 

1. Create school-based threat assessment 
teams. By training a small, interdisciplinary 
group of administrators and staff within a 
school in an evidence-based threat assessment 
model, they will be able to recognize threats or 
potential violent behavior and address the 
problem in an appropriate, constructive way. 
School communities will also be better able to 
provide resources for treatment and avoid 
excessive disciplinary action  

 
2. Train students to recognize the signs of suicide 

& violence. By empowering students to identify 
the signs of depression, suicide, self-injury, and 
the observable warning signals of an individual 
who may be a threat to themselves or others, 
this legislation will improve students’ 
awareness and ability to seek help for 
themselves and others.  

3. Build stronger school community. By teaching 
students to understand and identify what social 
isolation is, the importance of taking it 
seriously, and how to seek help for peers, this 
legislation will provide tools needed to 
transform school culture and community to 
stop violence before it happens. The legislation 
also creates student-led clubs to help schools 
sustain violence prevention and social inclusion 
trainings and awareness activities.   
 

4. Provide a tool for students to use to get help 
anonymously. By ensuring students have access 
to an anonymous reporting system 
in conjunction with student training in how to 
use the program, this legislation will give 
students a proven way to anonymously seek 
help for themselves or peers from trained 
professionals.  

 
HOW WILL THIS AFFECT SCHOOLS & 
TEACHERS?  
The SAVE Students Act would give students and 
educators at all Ohio middle and high schools access to 
violence prevention programming in their schools. 
Sandy Hook Promise’s Know the Signs programs are just 
some of many programs that would meet the SAVE Act 
requirements. Schools will be provided with a list of 
evidence-based programs by the Department of 
Education that include no cost options for fulfilling each 
of these requirements through digital, in-person and 
train-the-trainer programming. 

DO THESE TYPES OF MEASURES WORK?  
Yes! To date, Sandy Hook Promise has trained more 
than 11 million youth and adults in 14,000+ schools in 
its Know the Signs programs that focus on prevention to 
help end the epidemic of gun violence, including over 1 
million youth and adults in Ohio alone. Through these 
no-cost programs, Sandy Hook Promise has averted 
multiple school shooting plots, teen suicides and other 
acts of violence across the country. We know that 
school violence is preventable when we teach youth 
and adults the warning signs and how to take action to 
save a life.

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

i Ohio Department of Health, News Release, November 13 2019, accessed: https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/media-center/odh-news-releases/ohio-suicide-
demographics-trends-report 
ii CDC, Ohio, High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2013  
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WHAT CAN I DO? 
 

Contact your state senator and ask them for positive action on the SAVE Students Act (H.B. 123).  
Dial 614-980-0489 to be connected. 

 

https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/media-center/odh-news-releases/ohio-suicide-demographics-trends-report
https://odh.ohio.gov/wps/portal/gov/odh/media-center/odh-news-releases/ohio-suicide-demographics-trends-report
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UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS 
 

Our schools, communities, and public places are less safe when firearms are sold without background checks. That’s 
why Sandy Hook Promise supports legislation that expands the requirement for background checks. 

 
 

WHAT ARE BACKGROUND CHECKS?  
Background checks are a tool to help keep guns from getting into the hands of individuals who may harm themselves or 
others. To do so, background checks identify individuals who are prohibited by federal law from purchasing and owning a 
firearm, such as convicted felons & domestic abusers. 
  
Background checks have been shown to help save lives. Since the federal background check requirement became effective in 
1994, more than 3 million illegal gun sales have been stopped by a background check.i   

 

WHAT IS NOT WORKING WITH THE CURRENT BACKGROUND CHECK SYSTEM?   
Currently, federal law only requires background checks when the gun seller is a licensed dealer. Unlicensed private sellers, 
including those who make sales at gun shows and engage in internet sales, aren’t required to perform background checks on 
the people they sell guns to. This loophole gives prohibited people a safe and easy way to buy guns. In 2015, 22% of 
Americans who had acquired a gun in the two years prior reported doing so without a background check.ii  
 

State laws that have closed the private sale loophole – also known as the stranger-to-stranger loophole - and expanded 
background checks for all handgun sales, are associated with lower rates of firearm homicides, suicides and gun trafficking.iii 

 

IS THERE SUPPORT FOR UNIVERSAL 
BACKGROUND CHECKS? 

Yes. More than 90% of Americans support universal 
background checks, including roughly 89% of Republicans 
and 87% of gun owners.iv 

 

WHICH STATES HAVE EXPANDED THEIR 
BACKGROUND CHECK LAWS? 

As of January 2020, twenty-one states (CA, CO, CT, DE, HI, 
IA, IL, MA, MD, MI, NC, NE, NJ, NM, NV, NY, OR, PA, RI, VT, 
WA) and DC have passed legislation to extend the federal 
background check requirement to cover at least some 
forms of private sales.v 

HOW LONG DO BACKGROUND CHECKS 
TAKE? 

At least 90% of NICS (National Instant Criminal 
Background Check System) background checks provide an 
answer almost immediately.vi The average processing time 
for an electronic NICS check is 107 seconds.vii 

 

ARE BACKGROUND CHECKS ACCURATE? 

The FBI’s quality control evaluations suggest that 
background checks are accurate approximately 99.3 to 
99.8% of the time. Background checks rarely provide false-
positive results.viii 
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HOW CAN WE PASS UNIVERSAL BACKGROUND CHECKS? 
 

H.R. 8, the Bipartisan Background Checks Act, passed in the House of Representatives in February 2019. Now, we 
need action from the Senate. 

 

Call your Senators and ask them to bring S.42, the Background Check Expansion Act, to a vote! 
 

Click here to send an email to your Senator or dial 1-844-693-6324 to give them a call now to demand action. 

 

https://action.sandyhookpromise.org/p/dia/action4/common/public/?action_KEY=22614


CITATIONS 

i Karberg JC, et al., “Background Checks for Firearm Transfers, 2015—Statistical Tables,” US Department of Justice: Bureau of Justice Statistics 

(2017), https://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/bcft15st.pdf. 
 
ii Miller M, Hepburn L, Azrael D. Firearm acquisition without background checks: results of a national survey. Annals of Internal Medicine. 2017;166(4):233-239 
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viii Office of the Inspector General, “Audit of the Handling of Firearms Purchase Denials Through the National Instant Criminal Background Check System,” US 
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EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDERS (ERPOs) 

In most instances of gun violence, the individual previously showed signs that they were at risk of hurting themselves 

or others. Extreme risk protection orders (ERPOs) empower family members, law enforcement and other key 

individuals to respond on those signs and prevent a tragedy from occurring. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise supports 

ERPOs. 

 

WHAT ARE EXTREME RISK PROTECTION ORDERS (ERPOs)?  
Extreme risk protection orders (ERPOs) empower family members and law enforcement to prevent gun violence and 

gun-related suicides by petitioning a court to temporarily separate an at-risk individual from firearms. ERPOs are civil, 

not criminal, proceedings and help prevent suicide and gun-related violence while protecting an individual’s 

2nd Amendment rights.   

HOW DO ERPOS WORK?  
ERPOs can be issued in two different ways:  
 

• An Ex Parte ERPO is an emergency 
order that can be granted when the threat 
of harm is imminent. For these ERPOs, the 
person filing the petition (the 
petitioner) must include detailed allegations 
that the respondent poses a threat in the 
near future. These orders are processed 
quickly, usually the day the petition is filed, 
and last for a short period of time until a 
final ERPO hearing can be held.  

• A long-term ERPO is issued after a 
hearing, in which the respondent can 
present evidence in their defense. After a 
petitioner files, the court has 14 days to 
hold a hearing. If the judge finds substantial 
evidence that the respondent poses a 
significant danger to themselves or others, 
they will issue a final ERPO, lasting for up 
to 1 year.  

 
 

ARE ERPOS THE SAME AS “RED FLAG LAWS?”  
Red flag laws are one name often given to ERPOs. SHP does not use “red flag” because we believe all caution must be 
taken to ensure that these laws are not used to further perpetuate stigma or marginalize any person or community. The 
intent of these laws is to reduce risk and protect people in crisis from harming themselves or others. Therefore, 
members of the gun violence prevention movement call these laws “extreme risk laws” or “extreme risk protection 
orders,” instead of “red flag laws.”  
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WHAT HAPPENS AFTER AN ERPO IS ISSUED?  
After an ERPO is issued, law enforcement removes any 
existing firearms from the respondent’s possession and 
updates the background check system 
to temporarily prohibit purchases for the duration of 
the ERPO. Once the ERPO is terminated, the respondent 
has the right to have their firearms returned and the 
background check system is updated to signal the end 
of the ERPO.   
 

WHAT TYPE OF EVIDENCE IS NECESSARY TO 
GRANT AN ERPO?  
When deciding to grant an ERPO, judges can consider, 
among other things: recent acts or threats of violence 
against self or others, patterns of violence over the past 
year, prior convictions of domestic violence, prior 
unlawful or reckless use of a firearm and previous 
violations of protection orders or no contact orders.i   
 

IS THERE SUPPORT FOR ERPOS?  
Yes! Multiple studies have shown that a majority 
of Americans support extreme risk protection 
laws. A survey conducted by Johns Hopkins University in 
2017 found that 80% of non-gun owners and 75% of 
gun owners supported extreme risk protection laws.ii 

 
 

DO ERPOs WORK IN PREVENTING GUN 
DEATHS?  
Studies have shown that ERPO laws 
are effective in preventing many forms of gun violence. 
A recent study found that for every 10-20 ERPOs filed, 
at least one life is saved from suicide.iii In Connecticut 
and Indiana, versions of extreme risk protection laws 
have been shown to reduce firearm suicide rates 
by 14% and 7.5% respectively.iv Between 2016-
2018, California saw 21 cases in which the use of an 
ERPO helped prevent a mass shooting.v In 
Maryland, 302 ERPO petitions were filed in the first 
three months after an ERPO law was put into effect in 
October of 2018.  Just under half of those cases (148) 
resulted in 1-year ERPOs being issued and in four of 
those cases, the gun owners posed a “significant 
threats” to schools.vi 
 
 

WHICH STATES HAVE ERPO LAWS IN 
PLACE?  
As of July 10, 2019, ERPOs or substantially similar 
legislation have been passed in 17 states (California, 
Colorado, Connecticut, District of Columbia, Delaware, 
Florida, Hawaii, Illinois, Indiana, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Nevada, New Jersey, New York, 
Oregon, Rhode Island, Vermont and Washington), as 
well as the District of Columbia.   

 

 

 

i The Educational Fund to Stop Gun Violence. (2016, September). Extreme Risk Protection Orders: An Opportunity to Save Lives in Washington. Retrieved 
from http://efsgv.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/09/FINAL-ERPO-complete-091916-1.pdf  
ii Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of Public Health (2018). Little Difference Between Gun Owners, Non-Owners on Key Policies, Survey Finds [Press release]. Retrieved 
from https://www.jhsph.edu/news/news-releases/2018/little-difference-between-gun-owners-non-owners-on-key-gun-policies-survey-finds.html 
iii Swanson, J. W., et al. (2017). Implementation and Effectiveness of Connecticut’s Risk-Based Gun Removal Law: Does It Prevent Suicides? Law and Contemporary Problems, 
Duke University School of Law, 80, pp. 179-208. Retrieved from https://scholarship.law.duke.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=4830&context=lcp 
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v Wintemute GJ, Pear VA, Schleimer JP, et al. Extreme Risk Protection Orders Intended to Prevent Mass Shootings: A Case Series. Ann Intern Med. 2019;171:655–658. 
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vi Wiggins, O. (2019, January 15). Red-flag law in Maryland led to gun seizures from 148 people in first three months. Washington Post. Retrieved 
from https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/md-politics/red-flag-law-in-maryland-led-to-148-gun-seizures-in-first-three-months/2019/01/15/cfb3676c-1904-11e9-9ebf-
c5fed1b7a081_story.html 

 

HOW CAN WE PASS ERPO LAWS? 

Sign the petition and call on Congress to pass a federal ERPO.  
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