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THE MASSACHUSETTS SAVE STUDENTS ACT 

Our schools are safer when students are taught to recognize the signs of potential violence and how to respond 

effectively. That’s why Sandy Hook Promise strongly supports the Massachusetts SAVE Students Act. 

 

WHAT IS THE MASSACHUSETTS SAVE STUDENTS ACT?  
The Safety and Violence Education for Students (SAVE Students) Act (S. 285/ H. 483) is aimed at reducing violence, 
bullying and suicide that impacts our nation’s young people. Sandy Hook Promise helped write this bipartisan legislation, 
which was introduced in the Massachusetts House and Senate in January 2019 by State Senator Barry Finegold of 
Andover and State Representative Natalie Higgins of Leominster. If passed, the SAVE Students Act would set a new 
standard for statewide school safety programming.   
 

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT?  
In most incidents of school violence, students display many warning signs or signals before taking harmful action. 
Unfortunately, the youth and adults who observe these signs or signals do not always recognize or report what they are 
seeing. We have an opportunity to prevent violence through bipartisan policies that give our students the evidence-
based tools they need to save lives and empower them to be upstanders in their school and communities.  
 

WHAT WOULD THE SAVE STUDENTS ACT DO?   
The SAVE Students Act would allow all 6-12 grade students in Massachusetts to have access to evidence-based 
programming that teaches them how to combat social isolation and build inclusive community, identify the signs and 
signals of interpersonal violence and suicide & how to reach out for help. The bill would also give schools the tools 
necessary to create systems for responding to threats appropriately within a school community.  
 

WHY DOES THIS MATTER IN MASSACHUSETTS?  
Massachusetts is currently a leader in confronting many forms of violence, including gun violence, but there is always 
more work that can be done to prevent further acts of violence and institutionalize the state’s progress for the next 
generation. In 2017, suicide was the 2nd leading cause of death among young people aged 15-34 in Massachusetts.1 That 
same year, nearly 15% of Massachusetts high school students reported being bullied on school property 
and 14% reported being bullied online.2 The SAVE Students Act would work directly to help these this populations by 
reducing violence to self and others.  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
1 American Foundation for Suicide Prevention; Suicide Facts and Figures: Massachusetts, 2019, https://afsp.org/about-suicide/state-fact-sheets/#Massachusetts 
2 CDC, Massachusetts, High School Youth Risk Behavior Survey, 2017, https://nccd.cdc.gov/youthonline/App/Results.aspx?LID=MA 
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WHAT’S INCLUDED IN THIS BILL?  
 

1. Training on how to combat social isolation and build stronger, inclusive school communities. By teaching 
students to understand and identify what social isolation is, the importance of taking it seriously, and how to seek 
help for peers, this legislation will provide tools needed to transform school culture and community to stop violence 
before it happens. The legislation also creates student-led clubs to help schools sustain violence prevention and 
social inclusion trainings and awareness activities.  
 
2. Instruction in how to recognize the signs and signals of interpersonal violence and suicide. By empowering 
students to identify the signs of depression, suicide, self-injury, and the observable warning signals of an individual 
who may be a threat to themselves or others, this legislation will improve students’ awareness and ability to seek 
help for themselves and others.  
 
3. Resources for getting help. By establishing a hotline, multilingual crisis center, website and mobile phone 
application in conjunction with student training in how to use an anonymous reporting program, this legislation will 
give students a proven way to anonymously seek help for themselves or peers from trained professionals.  
 
4. Guidance for creating systems for responding to threats. By providing guidance to schools for how to best train 
a small, interdisciplinary group of administrators and staff in an evidence-based threat assessment model, schools 
will better be able to recognize threats or potential violent behavior and address the problem in an appropriate, 
constructive way. School communities will also be better able to provide resources for treatment and avoid 
excessive disciplinary action.  

 

HOW WILL THIS AFFECT SCHOOLS & TEACHERS?  
The SAVE Students Act would give students and educators at Massachusetts middle and high schools access to resources 
to bring violence prevention programming to their schools. Sandy Hook Promise’s Know the Signs programs are just 
some of many programs that would meet the SAVE Act requirements. Schools will be provided with a list of evidence-
based programs by the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education that include no cost options for fulfilling 
each of these requirements through digital, in-person and train-the-trainer programming.   
 

DO THESE TYPES OF MEASURES WORK?  
Yes! To date, Sandy Hook Promise has trained more than 11 million youth and adults in 14,000+ schools in its Know the 
Signs programs that focus on prevention to help end the epidemic of gun violence. Through these no-cost programs, 
Sandy Hook Promise has averted multiple school shooting plots, teen suicides and other acts of violence across the 
country. We know that school violence is preventable when we teach youth and adults the warning signs and how to 
take action to save a life.  
 

 

WHAT CAN I DO? 
 

Contact your state representative and state senator and ask them for positive action on  
the SAVE Students Act (H. 483 and S. 285). 

 


