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Vancouver—Nintey-eight municipal election candidates from Squamish, West 
Vancouver, Bowen Island, Gibsons, Lions Bay and Whistler were emailed and phoned 
about the controversial Woodfibre LNG plant proposed for Howe Sound. 
 
Of 88 candidates known to still be in the election race, only 31 (35%) filled out a two-
question survey conducted by Propeller Strategy Society. Twenty-nine out of thirty-one 
(94%) responding candidates do not support the Woodfibre LNG plant moving forward. 
Only two candidates—both from Squamish—said they support the LNG plant.  
 
Stan Proboszcz—a Director of Propeller Strategy—was surprised at the lack of 
responsiveness to the survey after attempting to contact some candidates up to three 
times. Mr. Proboszcz said, “Woodfibre LNG is one of the biggest election issues in the 
region, yet it seems some candidates aren’t eager to provide a straight-up yes or no 
answer about whether they support it or not.” He hopes those who haven’t completed the 
survey do so before the election, so voters have a better idea of where candidates stand.  
 
The most common reasons cited by candidates for not supporting the proposed 
Woodfibre LNG plant ranked in order are: (1) environmental risks; (2) economic risks; 
(3) human safety concerns; and, (4) navigational hazards of tankers (see bar graph 
below). Of the two Squamish candidates that stated they support the project, one cited 
economic benefits as a rationale for his support; the other said he is unaware of any 
known aspects of the project that would negatively impact the community.  
 
“Citizens from across the region are concerned about this issue—to date over 650 have 
signed our declaration to protect Howe Sound from the risks of the proposed Woodfibre 
LNG plant,” said Mr. Proboszcz. “Citizens deserve to have clearly stated positions from 
all candidates before the election, and uncertainty should not be used as a tool to evade 
answers on this issue.”  
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To arrange an interview please contact: Stan Proboszcz, Executive Director, Propeller 
Strategy, 604-314-2713 stan@propellerstrategy.org  
 



More results from survey: http://www.propellerstrategy.org/candidates_say_no 
 
More details on survey questions:	  http://www.propellerstrategy.org/candidates_on_lng 
 
The Declaration to Protect Howe Sound from LNG: 
http://www.propellerstrategy.org/declaration_howe 
 
Free access for publication to bar graph below: 
https://d3n8a8pro7vhmx.cloudfront.net/propellor/pages/50/attachments/original/1414534
231/most-common-reasons.jpg?1414534231 
 
 

 
 
 
Propeller	  Strategy	  is	  a	  non-‐profit	  organization	  striving	  to	  empower	  citizens	  and	  help	  magnify	  
their	  voices	  when	  it	  comes	  to	  decisions	  about	  their	  freshwater,	  air,	  land,	  oceans	  and	  economy.	  
www.propellerstrategy.org	  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


