
Protect Los Angeles:  
An Overview of Proposition A 



Why We Need Proposition A: 
•  Since 2009, the City has faced cumulative budget deficits of  over $1.5 

billion.  

•  The Mayor, Council and CAO have reduced next year’s budget deficit to at 
least $216 million. 

•  Prop A will generate additional revenues ranging from $208 to $216 
million yearly.  

•  Over 70% of the City’s budget is spent on public safety. Without Prop A, 
our emergency response system will be affected.  



What the City Has Already Done:  
•  Since 2009, to reduce costs and balance the budget, the City has: 
▫  eliminated nearly 5,000 positions  
▫  consolidated multiple departments  
▫  increased current employees' share of their pension and benefit costs 
▫  established new and reduced pension benefit plans for new civilian and sworn 

employees.  
 
•  Total City staffing is now the lowest it has been since 1989.  

•  With projected shortfalls in the foreseeable future, further service impacts 
are likely in order to maintain a balanced budget. 

 



How Much is the Increase? 
•  The sales tax will increase by ½ cent.  

•  The total sales tax will be 9.50% 

•  According to independent consulting firm Beacon Economics, it will cost 
the average person about $30 per year or $2.50 per month; about the cost 
of a beverage per month.  

•  The tax rate for Los Angeles will be the same as Santa Monica, Inglewood 
and El Monte.  

 



Where the Revenues Will Go:  
•  The revenue generated will be deposited into the City’s General Fund to 

support essential services including police and fire.  

•  Revenues can also be used to fund street repair, afterschool programs  

•  Without Proposition  A's additional revenue, a minimum of 500 police 
officers that patrol our neighborhoods will be laid off and our historically 
low crime rates may be in danger. 

 
 



Who Pays? 
•  Unlike other revenue proposals that the council considered, everyone will 

have to pay. Homeowners will not be stuck with a parcel tax or additional 
transfer taxes.  

 
•  There are no loopholes – everyone pays their fair share, including all 

businesses, tourists, residents – anyone that visits the city to shop, eat or 
attend events.  



What Items Are Not Taxable? 
▫  Non-Prepared Food 
 
▫  Prescription Medicine 
 
▫  Gas, Electricity and Water for household consumption.  
 
▫  Professional Health Service (Dr. Visits) 
 
▫  Purchases Made with CalFresh Benefits 
 
▫  Admission Fees to Amusement Parks, Golf, Theatres 



Oversight: 
•  The revenues and expenditures generated by Proposition A will be 

reviewed publicly by a Citizen’s Oversight and Accountability 
Committee. 

•  The Committee will be chaired by the City Controller.  

•  The revenues from Prop A will be subject to independent audits to 
ensure appropriate use.  

 



Who Supports Prop A? 
•  Police Chief Charlie Beck 

•  Fire Chief Brian Cummings 

•  Maria Elena Durazo, Los 
Angeles County Federation of 
Labor 

•  Rick Tuttle, Los Angeles City 
Controller (ret.) 

 
•  Frank Lima, President, United 

Firefighters of Los Angeles City 

•  Democratic Party of the San 
Fernando Valley.  

 

•  Richard Close, Sherman Oaks 
Homeowners Association 

•  Andre Quintero, Neighborhood 
Prosecutor 

 
•  Los Angeles City 

Councilmember Joe Buscaino 

•  Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Bill Rosendahl 

•  Los Angeles City 
Councilmember Paul Koretz 

 
 (Partial List) 



Conclusion 

Paid for by Committee to Protect Public Safety, Yes on Proposition A 777 S. Figueroa St., Ste. 4050, Los Angeles, CA  90017  
Additional information is available at ethics.lacity.org. 
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