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These days you can almost guarantee that when a political lobbying 
group calls itself one thing it means the exact opposite. “Californians 

for Scientific Integrity” sounds pretty good, right? Who would guess it 
was really a tobacco industry front hoping to stifle anti-smoking 
university research? 



The same is true when it comes to “Californians for Energy 
Independence.” Like the tobacco front, it’s a petroleum industry front 

that would prefer us not to get in the way of their plans to frack oil in 
California. Or anywhere else, for that matter. While their website lists 

all sorts of real people who have signed onto this scam (and quite a 
few oil-county politicians, but let’s not include them in the “real” 

category), the money that keeps this lobbying group going actually 
comes from Chesapeake Energy, Freeport-McMoran Oil and Gas, 
Vaquero Energy, Breitburn Energy, ExxonMobil, Shell, 

ConocoPhillips and BP. Oh, the biggest contributor of all? Chevron. 

Whether you’re a politician, an oil company lobbyist, an 
environmentalist or a rancher, different people have different 
opinions about whether it makes sense to frack in California. A lot of 

real Californians might find it surprising that anyone would want to 
use a technology that depends on lots of fresh water, generates a lot of 

toxic waste, induces earthquakes and contaminates groundwater — 
the same groundwater our farmers rely upon in the absence of rain. 

My opinion comes from my experience working in the oil industry. 
Specifically, on offshore rigs in the Gulf of Mexico and the Santa 

Barbara Channel. The Santa Barbara rigs were already pretty old 
when I showed up, fresh out of college, as a “mud logger”; the person 
who keeps track of the well, analyzes cuttings from the bottom and 

tests for hydrocarbons. There were plenty of those. Every morning a 
sheen of oil would surround the rigs. “Natural seepage” the company 

assured me. “Nothing to worry about.” 



Like “Californians for Energy Independence,” what they said and 
what they meant were not exactly the same. “Nothing to worry about” 

really meant, “Nothing we want you to worry about.” 

But I was curious. Where was all that spilled oil coming from? By law, 
the drilling company was required to collect all the oil-contaminated 
waste from the well, put it into bins and send it to the beach for 

proper disposal. A workboat would come to collect the night’s 
cuttings. Each morning, empty bins would be hoisted onto the rig and 

full ones transferred to the boat. The boat would depart. All according 
to law. 

Then one morning I noticed the “full” bins being sent to the beach 
were actually empty. The next day, the same thing. And the day after. 

So here was the scam: to save the sizable costs of proper disposal of 
that toxic oil waste, the workboat was shuttling empty bins back and 

forth. Meanwhile, the oil-contaminated drilling mud was being 
dumped over the side at night. The morning oil slick was just “natural 
seepage.” When I pointed out what was happening to the service 

company I was working for, I was told my services were no longer 
required. 

So this is where my opinions about the oil industry come from. There 
are good, hardworking people in it, to be sure. But when the lobbyists 

say “Energy independence!” they really mean “We’ll make sure you 
depend on us.” “Billions in benefits!” means “We stand to make a 

bundle here.” “Putting Californians to work!” means “We’ll hire 
whoever is cheapest, wherever we can find them,” and 



“Environmental benefits!” means “By the time you catch on we’ll be 
somewhere else.” 

So, Monterey County, if you’re willing to swallow the hype from this 

industry lobbying group, I can promise you one thing: you won’t get 
what you think you’re going to get. But you will get exactly what you 
deserve. 

Robin White is a resident of Pacific Grove. 
	  


