
Dave Olivier, Council Candidate
for Ward Nakota Isga

What are your priorities for public services in our
communities?
The biggest priority right now is to reign in the spending
frenzy. Property taxes have risen over 40% in 8 years. In
contrast pensioners have only had 14.10% increase in CPP
and OAS in the same time frame. Seniors are being forced out

of their homes they spent a lifetime to acquire. The increased tax burden makes families
survive, but certainly not thrive in raising their families. Renters have had these brutal tax
increases buried in their rents as well. City Council loves to toss around affordable housing, yet
increases property taxes over 40%. This affects the ability to provide affordable housing.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
I am both for and against. When it comes to some of our roadways, private-public partnership
has worked out well; for instance, the north portion of the Anthony Henday is well built and well
maintained. So for a project that is easily identifiable for the components and continuing
management, I am for private-public partnership. When it comes to senior housing, I am against
the partnership (keeping in mind that most funding for this is provincial and federal rather than
civic) because for-profit organizations have done a terrible job of caring for our seniors, putting
profit ahead of quality care.

What are your priorities for transportation?
Having owned a transportation business and understanding the various cost centres very well,
makes this a tough question to answer. The short answer is I need much more detailed
information which the public is not privy to. If elected, I would be privy to this information and will
be in a better position to help analyze where efficiencies can be improved. I believe we can do a
better job at finding efficiencies and reducing costs. Listening to front-line workers in this
instance is essential. In broad terms, the city needs to provide the best service based on the
demographics using the service, keeping in mind the financial realities.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
Campaign financing at the civic level in a city the size of Edmonton needs to be changed again.
The rules should include

1. Tax deductible receipts. As it stands now a citizen wishing to support a candidate has to
donate with after tax dollars. This is unfair.

2. Corporations should not be allowed to donate, only individuals.



3. Donations per person should be limited to 1,000 per ward candidate and 1,000 per
mayoralty candidate. This will help remove special interest groups from influencing the
outcome of the election.

4. Fundraising events should not be a way for corporations to side-step the
donations-per-person rule.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?
This is a 3 level government issue (civic, provincial, federal). The city can do its part by limiting
property tax increases. Don't underestimate this aspect. The average middle-income family
pays roughly $300 per month in property taxes – this is unreasonable. What we can do in the
current environment is to work with other levels of governments to ensure funds are being spent
efficiently, in particular not in duplication of services. I view the question as really 2 questions, 1)
housing and 2) homelessness.

1. Housing to me means residents who are in housing but on the verge of being homeless.
Many residents are just surviving and spending more of their limited income on keeping
a roof over their head. Again, capping property taxes would help keep this group from
having to devote more of their limited income to housing.

2. Homelessness is a truly horrific place to be. At a bare minimum, we need to provide a
safe, clean and compassionate place to go. Provide access to the services they require,
whether that be addiction counseling, budgeting education, mental health needs. If the
city does not offer the specific help needed, the city at a minimum should be able to
provide guidance on how to access these services.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
I do not have a position on this at the moment.


