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What are your priorities for public services in
our communities?
The focus of my campaign, as well as my functions as
Councilor, will be to improve and support core services. I
think for too long, Edmontonians have suffered when public
services were cut in the name of saving money – all while
the city wastes hundreds of millions of dollars a year in

consultant fees, increasing middle management and capital project cost overruns.. My priorities
will be to safeguard public sector front-line jobs and the functions they serve.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
In many cases a public-private partnership ends up in favor of the "private" side of the deal, with
taxpayers left on the hook for unforeseen costs and responsibilities. Such deals are contrived to
seem like a cost savings for taxpayers when in reality it costs more due to badly negotiated
contracts and other costly mistakes. Such deals should be looked at with extreme skepticism
and diligence.

What are your priorities for transportation?
Our LRT and transit system must be cleaned up, made safe for people to ride, convenient and
affordable for the lowest-wage earners. We have sunk billions into the LRT system, yet have
allowed it to become very unattractive due to crime, dirt and disorder. The bus system must be
designed with USERS in mind, not budgets. Public transportation is a service, not a money
making venture, and it should be operated as such.

At the same time, Edmonton has a huge metropolitan area and hundreds of thousands of
people do not live handy to a bus stop or LRT station. Those people need to use their private
vehicles and should be free from punishing parking rates, other fees, prohibitions and
restrictions simply for driving somewhere. Our roads need to be well designed and well
maintained to achieve a fair blend of public and private transportation choices.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
I believe campaign finance should be restricted to private donors and their contributions should
be publicly released by each candidate before the election.



What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?
We need to work closely with community partners who are recognized experts in social
problems and contribute to ending homelessness. We have to recognize that homelessness is
not due to a lack of apartments, but a terribly complex blend of substance abuse, mental illness
and other factors that make some people extremely difficult to house. Where financial issues are
the only thing causing homelessness, we must find something that person can afford. We can
work with multi-unit housing companies in this endeavor. There is no reason why corporations
cannot be persuaded to contribute to the solution.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
Every level of government cries poor most of the time, and in cases where the provincial
government does not step up to its obligations to municipalities we need to prioritize what needs
to get done and fund it as a city. It's not enough to let homelessness and mental illness spiral
out of control and blame it on the province. The effects of social crises are seen mostly in large
cities, so apart from trying to shame the province into adequate funding the cities need to stop
wasting money and start spending wisely on social crisis issues.


