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What are your priorities for public services in
our communities?
Communities in Ward Métis have experienced
disproportionate reductions in municipal services. Think
closed recreation centres, river valley trails falling into
disrepair, or reductions in transit service. Regardless of
where you live in Edmonton, you deserve equitable and
affordable access to the programs and services that are

provided by the City. I will advocate for investment in our neighbourhoods to support the goal of
a 15-minute city, where residents have the ability to live locally, and access the essentials of life
within a 15-minute walk, bike, roll, or transit ride of their homes.

It’s very important that we provide these services through an equity and age-friendly lens, so
that they work for all ages and abilities. Our public buildings, infrastructure, communication, and
transportation systems must be fully accessible. Accessibility and inclusive design are
foundational to well-being and creating a city where all people have opportunities to fully
participate in community life. From a parent pushing a stroller, to a toddler on a trike, or an
Edmontonian who uses a wheelchair, our City and the services it provides must work for
everyone.

What we do need to recognize in this conversation is that providing public services is tied to
demographic trends and Edmonton’s historic growth patterns. If our neighbourhoods are
shrinking as parents become empty nesters, the demand for public services goes down.
Edmontonians who rely the most on public services are most negatively impacted as services
levels are eroded. That’s why we need to welcome back more residents to our mature
neighbourhoods through context-sensitive infill and redevelopment. This ensures that we can
sustainably provide public services in our communities in the short, medium, and long term.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
The perceived benefits of private-public partnerships (also known as P3s) do not often become
reality. Although I think it’s important for the City to collaborate with different partners, be that
with the other levels of government, community-based organizations, not-for-profit agencies and
businesses and private companies, it is critical that we reflect on best practices and results from
previous experiences when determining if private-public partnerships are an effective approach.



What are your priorities for transportation?
Edmonton is often regarded as a city built around the car. Although this has historically been the
case, it’s time to change our approach and go from focusing on making it easy to drive
everywhere to increasing transportation choice so that we make it easy for Edmontonians to get
where they need to go in whatever ways work for them.

At the end of the day, we build transportation systems so that people can move around our city.
Supporting attractive and viable options for people who want to walk, bike, roll, or take public
transit will help reduce congestion and traffic for people who have to drive. Many trips we
currently make, be it dropping the kids off at school or doing a quick run for groceries, could be
made by walking, biking, rolling, or public transit. We just need to make these options as
efficient and comfortable as driving.

We need to invest in low-cost, high-return active transportation networks that more
Edmontonians will be able to use safely, efficiently, and seamlessly between one destination to
the next in all seasons. This could include new crosswalks, refurbished sidewalks, multi-use
trails, and context-sensitive biking and scooting infrastructure. At the same time, safe,
convenient, and reliable public transit is foundational to an efficient transportation network. In a
regional context, continued collaboration on projects like a regional transportation system will
increase our competitiveness, create jobs, and attract investment.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
No. The changes to campaign finance laws largely benefit big money and encourage partisan
politics in municipal elections. Our campaign has been driven by small and individual donations,
and I’ll be releasing a list of donors prior to election day.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?
Affordable housing is a cornerstone to achieving community health and wellness. Housing that
is affordable can mean many different things. It exists on a spectrum from shelters to market
rate affordable housing.

For Edmontonians who are experiencing homelessness, we must take a compassionate and
systemic approach. First, we need to recognize that people experiencing homelessness are
often faced with other challenges, such as intergenerational trauma, mental health conditions,
substance abuse, unemployment and poverty. While shelters are a temporary solution, we must
invest in permanent supportive housing with wrap-around services, including mental health
supports, addiction supports, employment supports, etc. The City of Edmonton needs to
leverage our partnerships and underused land to create an efficient pipeline of shovel-ready
projects that we can use to attract funding from higher levels of government. These projects



need to be well-located, so that they are not concentrated in certain areas of the city and are still
close to key services like transit, social supports, and everyday needs like grocery stores.

Speaking more broadly about market rate affordable housing, if elected, I’ll be eager to work
with communities through the Zoning Bylaw Renewal and District Planning processes that are
occurring over the coming years. Through my work with YEGarden Suites, I’ve promoted the
development of gentle density that allows seniors to age in place, multi-generational households
to live comfortably, and Edmontonians to rent affordably. I understand how important tools like
zoning can be for facilitating the development of more affordable housing options.

The Zoning Bylaw Renewal and District Planning processes present major opportunities to
remove outdated regulations that prevent us from building housing that is more affordable in our
core communities. Currently, much of the infill being built today is unaffordable for
Edmontonians. These changes are an essential lever that we can pull on to open the door to
other forms of infill, such as bungalow courts or pocket neighbourhoods, which will enhance the
livability, affordability, accessibility, and age-friendliness of our communities. Through these
regulatory changes we can expand affordable rental and ownership options in our mature
neighbourhoods.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
The province must recognize that urban municipalities play a huge role in fueling prosperity for
all Albertans. The success of the health-sciences, information, communications and digital
technologies, agri-food processing, and education sectors in Edmonton are a key part of
Alberta’s success. This is especially the case when drops in commodity prices impact revenues
associated with natural resource revenues.

Decisions to cut operating and infrastructure funding to municipalities, especially Calgary and
Edmonton, demonstrate that the province does not recognize how important Alberta’s cities are
to our collective future. A key priority is working with the rest of City Council, as well as other
municipalities in the Edmonton Metropolitan Region, to clearly and effectively advocate to the
province about the value of investing in our urban areas.

If the next city council finds the provincial government is still unwilling to partner in Edmonton’s
success, the federal government has indicated it’s open to funding municipal needs more
directly than it has in the past. With municipal and federal elections this fall, the conversation
around maintaining and enhancing our ties with the federal government will need to be a priority
for the next council.


