
Steven Townsend Council
Candidate for Ward Métis

What are your priorities for public services
in our communities?
I believe access to public amenities like pools, rec
centres, and parks is important for the well-being of
our communities. A strong, efficient public
transportation system is also crucial to provide
equitable access to such amenities and to work and
school, and also helps to build a vibrant, safe and
healthy community while providing good-paying jobs.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
I believe that services that are public should remain public. That being said, there are
opportunities for private-public partnerships. Sometimes the city’s role is to help and to support
community groups and nonprofits that are already on the ground delivering services to the
public.

What are your priorities for transportation?
We need to have equitable and accessible transportation options that help us get to where we
need to be, whether that be dropping the kids off at school or heading to work. Ensuring that our
roads and infrastructures are adequately repaired and maintained is key to keeping our traffic
flowing and streets safe no matter what form of transportation we choose to use.

In relation to transportation, I feel that the city made a wrong decision when privatizing bus
cleaning jobs, as the maintenance and cleanliness of our buses are key to encouraging
ridership.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
Yes, but I do feel that the province missed an opportunity to close the funding loophole as they
continue to allow Political Action Committees (PAC) to advertise and influence elections.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?
Housing is a human right. I believe we need to establish cross-sectoral and cross-governmental
partnerships to support coordinated responses and outcome-focused service delivery. We must



ensure shelter spaces and operators mitigate safety, storage, and other participation barriers
like accommodation arrangements for partners, women, youth etc. In this light, local shelter
operators and housing providers should be given adequate flexibility to respond in the way that
they think best to meet the needs of those receiving supports. I think that long-term funding
frameworks are also key to ensure homeless service providers can adequately plan ahead and
support sustainable recovery.

In terms of the larger community, I believe we need to ensure additional resources like garbage
collection, park rangers and police are allocated to neighbourhoods in the proximity of high
concentrations of shelter spaces. We can streamline the process of providing such resources by
establishing a cross-departmental approach to homelessness, so information is shared among
police, park rangers and city bylaw officers. Finally, I think we need to provide city-owned
properties and continue to ask the province and federal government to provide more funding for
permanent affordable housing.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
I believe the City needs to have a strong working relationship with our provincial government no
matter which party is in power. We need to advocate for a more responsive funding model to
address the ever-changing needs at the municipal level.


