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How would you advocate for
sustainable and adequate funding for
our students?
We advocate in a couple of different ways
depending on the issue: for matters regarding the
division, advocacy is directly to the Minister,

Ministry and with MLA's who have influence with Government decisions; for matters relating to
the interests of metro Boards, we advocate through the Metro Boards group to the Minister; and
for matters of broad provincial impact, we advocate through our provincial association the
ASBA.

Regarding this matter, I would advocate both directly to the Minister and through the ASBA.

What are your priorities for education outcomes for Alberta’s students?
From my perspective every decision is about what is best for the student, their education and
formation, preparing them for their future... not my past. We need to meet the student where
they are at (wherever they are is in the spectrum of capabilities). It is extremely important for
students to get a good start in the early years. Investments in early childhood education pay
dividends through the student's academic career and through their life. the key is to create a
zest for learning... lifelong learning.

Alberta has one of the very best education systems in Canada and the world. I advocate for
sustainable and adequate funding to ensure that students have the resources to compete in the
world. Literacy and numeracy skills and competencies are foundational building blocks. High
school graduation is critical, as is the effective transition to post-secondary or the workforce.
Inspiring and nurturing a zest for Lifelong learning is key for the future.

What is your position on the current draft K-6 curriculum?
I agree with the position of our ECS division, while there were some important steps forward in
the draft, we did not consider it ready to be piloted by our division. The division provided a 170
page report to the Ministry with feedback and suggestions for improvement to the draft.



What is your position on charter schools?
I feel that charter schools have a role to play where specific needs are not being met or cannot
be met by our excellent public school system (including public, separate and francophone
divisions). Resources should not be redirected from the public system to support Charters,
unless the services provided are not or cannot be provided through the public system.

What are your priorities for new school buildings and other infrastructure?
Top infrastructure priority: It is extremely important to receive approval for the construction of a
new Catholic High School in NW Edmonton (Castle Downs/Dunluce). There is no high school in
the area and the need is great... over 1,300 high school students in the area who have to travel
out of the area for schooling. Edmonton Catholic was very pleased to receive an approval for
the design of the facility... now the approval of the construction funding is needed.

There is also a need for approval of a new Elementary-Jr. High (K-9) school in the
Palisades/Oxford to update aging facilities in that area of the City.

What is your position on public-private partnerships to build new schools?
This is not the preferred mechanism for building new schools since experience shows that these
facilities come with many strings attached which can impact the learning environment and
learning experience.

That said, capable leaders and educators have demonstrated the capacity to "stickhandle"
through the obstacles to achieve their goals.

So in light of the fiscal constraints that the Province is experiencing, P3's can provide a
workable solution, particularly if they accelerate the construction of new schools in areas where
the need is great.


