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How would you advocate for
sustainable and adequate funding for
our students?
As a EPSB Trustee I will work with the provincial
government (and all levels of gov’t) to advocate for
funding required to support our students. This

includes advocating for a sustainable funding model that supports different stages of learning and
options for that education (online, outreach programs, technology, etc.). When I refer to
“sustainability” I mean sustained (and predictable) dollars year over year so schools, EPSB, teachers,
etc. can plan, not freeze and cutting of funds ad-hoc. The current funding model put forward by the
provincial government is confusing and unfair, especially to schools and divisions that are growing
fast. This model needs to be reviewed and amended so that more money is kept in classrooms and
boards understand how their funding is allocated.

What are your priorities for education outcomes for Alberta’s students?
I would like to incorporate new measurements and support for social and emotional educational
outcomes in our schools, increased reading and math comprehension, and an emphasis placed on
continuous improvement for staff, teachers, and students.

What is your position on the current draft K-6 curriculum?
I do not support the draft curriculum that has been put forward by Minister Adrianna LaGrange.
In-fact, this was a large motivating factor for me when deciding to run as a School Board Trustee. I
think the draft (as it stands today) is flawed, problematic, and potentially harmful for students and
the success of our province in the future. We need a curriculum that reflects Alberta's diversity and
prepares children for success, the proposed draft does not do this. We know that school curriculum's
can last a long time before any revisions take place (decades in-fact), so this needs to be done right.

As a School Board Trustee I will stand firm (as the current EPSB has done) and vote against piloting
the proposed curriculum. I will continue to push for a re-engagement with teachers and curriculum
experts so that we can create a new curriculum that works for our children.



What is your position on charter schools?
Parents should have the right to choose whatever school they feel is right for their children; however,
they should not have the corresponding right to have that education paid for from public dollars.
Charter and private schools (and other non-public schools) are not public, they generally have tuition
fees and can select and reject students as they see fit. Any school that is not universally accessible
should not be receiving public dollars.

In addition to picking and choosing which students are allowed to attend private and charter
schools, charter schools are not held to account by elected trustees or accountable to citizens at
elections. They are free to spend public dollars how they see fit with zero accountability to anyone.

Additionally, funding private and charter schools diverts much needed funds away from public
schools, forcing public schools to stretch resources and make due with less. This is problematic,
especially when trying to support the success of each student, notably, students with complex
needs.

Keeping public dollars in public education is something I will advocate fiercely for if I am elected as
an EPSB Trustee. Public dollars are scarce and should not be allocated to private alternatives that
use public dollars to compete with public education. This model cannot continue if we want our
schools to meet the needs of all children.

What are your priorities for new school buildings and other infrastructure?
Ward C is a fast-growing and changing community within Edmonton. This means focusing on new
schools in communities that need them and retrofits, upgrades, and modernization of existing
schools in a timely fashion. Investing in new school buildings and maintaining our existing buildings
is important. Safe and healthy buildings help create quality learning environments and contribute to
positive educational outcomes. I understand it can be a challenge to keep pace with operations and
maintenance, new school construction, accommodating improved health and safety standards,
stronger accessibility requirements, and new technology. I strongly believe that students should have
the opportunity to go to a neighbourhood school and learn close to home.

What is your position on public-private partnerships to build new schools?
A vast amount of evidence has proven that P3’s are not what is best for taxpayer dollars and our
schools. I do not agree with this current government’s direction of contracting out the management
of public infrastructure projects to private interests. Not only are P3’s irresponsible when it comes to
schools, but they are also more expensive for everyone. Additionally, the ongoing maintenance and
repairs that are needed at schools are best handled in-house; privatization of these services often
results in long wait times for completed work and modifications to buildings require approval,
creating obstacles and increased wait times for development of learning and community spaces.
Privatization of school services like maintenance and construction also means that there is less
public accountability and oversight, as responsibility is handed off to profit-driven private industry
rather than publicly elected and accountable school boards.



If I am elected as an EPSB Trustee I will oppose P3’s and the privatization of services at our schools.


