
Brent Trenholm, Council
Candidate for Ward 3

What are your priorities for public
services in our communities?
My first priority for Ward 3 is to improve transit
throughout the ward, especially to the outlying
communities like Carrington, Livingstone and
Harvest Hills who find the present system does
not have regular access points, or stops for those
that require regular transit.

My second priority would be to create and build a
designated community park. This would first give our youth and families a place to spend time
along with helping the ward obtain grant funding for which they would not otherwise have
access to, so we can improve the parks throughout the ward.

Thirdly, the Ward in general lacks facilities of all kinds, from meeting spaces, ice, pools, dog
parks and more. To ensure Ward 3 receives the required attention and funding for such facilities,
I am proposing taking a community-based planning approach so we actually talk and work with
each community and nail down exactly what needs to happen, complete with action points,
priorities and timelines. With this info in hand I would then go to city hall to design it out. I then
plan to present back to the communities for feedback, then implement the changes.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
Private-public partnerships have many valid points, both structurally and operationally. Vivo is
an example of this. The only challenge we have with this at this time is that many businesses
have either gone bankrupt, or are broke. This makes it more difficult to finance said projects.
However, if the city removes some of its regulatory restrictions and stops taxing them out of the
city, these types of partnerships could flourish.

What are your priorities for transportation?
One of my priorities is to get the improved BRT up and running as quickly as possible. As
bussing is a fraction of the cost of LRT, the new BRT should have designated corridors going
directly to the center of the city and at a midpoint to go towards the University and the other way
to the industrial area.



I do not have much faith in the present Greenline design and budgeting to create the required
ridership if it does not come directly to the northwest. The Greenline in its present form uses a
different train than the existing system that is slower, which makes it incompatible with the
existing system and will double the operational costs because it will need a different set of
replacement parts.

I am of the opinion that if we build a new LRT system it should be taking the blueline to the
airport and into ward 3, then into the city center. This option gives us instant ridership and
solves two problems at the same time.

Carrington, Livingston and Harvest Hills need more and better routes for their residents.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
I am undecided. From a candidate’s perspective, it makes fundraising way more difficult and,
from a union, or PAC perspective, it makes outside attack ads and influences easier. What I
would like to have seen is for large cities above 750,000 people be able to give out political
receipts.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?
With the increase in personal bankruptcies due to the lack of employment and other such
economic collapses, all levels of government need to put their political stripes aside and create
a strategy to get people back to work, which will take care of a lot of the homelessness problem
and help families put food on the table and get a roof over their heads. The other part of this is
there should be more affordable housing to help families to call home.

In short, whether you like oil and gas or not, it is essential to life on the planet now and for many
years to come. When the government deliberately tries to destroy the hand that feeds it by
shutting down the very industries that built this country, then buy the same product from
overseas from countries like the middle east and others who do not care about employees and
have no environmental standards, you will destroy the very fabric of that country. A government
that does this is directly responsible for a country’s economic collapse, and part of the
homelessness challenges we have today. I know this answer is not exactly what you wanted to
hear, however, when you look at solving problems as opposed to creating a band aid solution, it
makes all the sense in the world. I do not believe that homelessness can be solved 100%, but I
do believe that families, cities, provinces, and countries need to put food on their own tables
first, before they lend a large hand to others. After all, if you do not respect your own and cannot
feed yourself, how do you feed someone else? Most of this problem is a product of poor
governance.



What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
If we are truly in this together, as many city politicians and candidates continually tell people,
then stop harping at the provincial government for more and more, when the city is doing very
little to take care of their own backyard. The idea of some city councillors and mayoral
candidates asking for 1% of taxes be returned is silly. If these people took just a second to look
and think about it, that 1% they want would take funding away from healthcare and education
which are essential to everyone and are already receiving bare bone funding. These are also
the same people who think the city has a revenue problem. The problem is these politicians
have a spending problem. The province is broke and the city is broke so the city needs to deal
with it and get their own house in order. Right now Calgary and the Province have a bad
relationship, much to the thanks of the present Mayor and a couple Councillors. With a new set
of Councillors and Mayor I believe a lot of this problem will go away providing everyone stays in
their own lane and skips the ego trips. From my perspective the city needs to have an
independent cost and operational audit done to find out where the fat is, then make some
adjustments on how we run the business of city government. When we (the city) does this and
adult conversation occurs, lasting change and support both ways will happen.


