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How would you advocate for
sustainable and adequate funding for
our students?
How I am going to solve this (Strategy #1 of 2): First, I
will demand honesty from the people we elect to
represent Albertans in the provincial legislature.

The provincial government has cut per-student funding, but our elected representatives are trying to claim
that this budget cut was actually a budget increase by cherry-picking individual budget lines.

That’s not honest. I like honest.

Here is the truth: Yes, 2020-21 funding has increased, but it is still lower than the funding invested in our
kids in 2018-19. In the meantime, the CBE opened three new schools and welcomed around 2,000
additional students.

The math here isn't complicated: 2,000 more students plus about the same number of teachers equals
larger class sizes.

As a starting point, let's get on the same page about the budget cut. It is a cut. Let's call it a cut.

  How I am going to solve this (Strategy #2 of 2): Secondly, I will do a better job of communicating the
business case for investing in public education.

When there are 30-plus or even 40-plus kids in a classroom with one teacher, common sense (and
research data) tells us that we're shortchanging our kids.

Cutting funds to public education while announcing funds for other initiatives is a choice. The amount of
money the UCP has cut from public education is a drop in the bucket compared to other expenditures
announced since 2019.

Increasing class sizes is particularly shortsighted on the heels of a pandemic that has affected the mental
health, physical health and academic progress of school-aged children in different ways.

Alberta’s future prosperity depends on whether we are willing to invest in our kids.  



What are your priorities for education outcomes for Alberta’s students?
I am proud that Calgary has a strong public-education system. Alberta has long had a strong,
well-regarded public-education system with high student test scores in reading, math and science,
compared with global peers. While there are limits to how well standardized tests capture student
learning, the fact remains that students in Alberta score among the top in the world on international
standardized tests.

I want to build on this strong public-education system to make it even better. A robust public education
system helps every student reach their best potential. A robust public education system is based on the
principle of equity (not equality).

There is a quote I like from poet Maya Angelou, “Do the best you can until you know better. Then, when
you know better, do better.” That is how we need to approach education: Do the best we can until we
know better. Then, when we learn about a new best practice or a better approach, we need to do better.

What is your position on the current draft K-6 curriculum?
The problem I am going to solve:

In March 2021, the provincial government released a K-6 draft curriculum. Experts have identified a
number of critical flaws in the proposed curriculum, and 59 of 61 school boards across the province have
rejected participating in the pilot program for the 2021-22 school year. Parents are concerned that the
flawed curriculum will nevertheless be forced upon our kids in the 2022-23 school year.

How I will know I have succeeded:
I want the MLAs we elected to govern our province to listen to regular Albertans and shelve the draft K-6
curriculum released in March 2021. I would like to see an independent, full and open rewrite of the draft
curriculum. I expect no less than a proper, world-class curriculum that is developmentally and
instructionally sound for our kids.

How I am going to solve this:
I assume that UCP MLAs are doing their best to serve Albertans, but if the March 2021 draft K-6
curriculum is what their best looks like right now, it is just not good enough.

Albertans deserve better. Our kids deserve better.

Right now -- after two school years interrupted by pandemic lockdowns -- it is too risky to subject Alberta’s
children to a flawed, unsound, sub-par curriculum. It is not a risk I am willing to take.

As a Trustee I will reach out to our elected provincial-government representatives and hammer home
three key points.

First, getting buy-in for a revised curriculum should have been a relatively straightforward task. Teachers,
parents and other stakeholders across the political spectrum all agreed that the curriculum was due for an
update. Everyone even largely agreed about which parts of the curriculum needed updating (e.g., science
of reading (SOR), consent, financial literacy, coding). It's not too late for the UCP to turn this unnecessary
political controversy into a political win.



Secondly, the UCP needs to start seeing parents as partners in education. Parents want their elected
representatives to listen, to respond, and to be accountable. We all want the new curriculum to be
successful, and in order to be successful, it must enjoy the broad support of Albertans.

And, finally, I will share with UCP MLAs a lesson that, as a parent, I’ve shared with my kids: Sometimes it
is okay to STOP. Sometimes it is okay to say, “We got this wrong.“ Taking a step back is not a sign of
weakness; it’s a sign of maturity and strength.

We need to get this right for the sake of our children and their learning. It matters to me. It matters for our
kids.

What is your position on charter schools?
In terms of my position on charter schools:
-- I am concerned that the governing provincial party has emphasized “school choice” at the expense of
properly funding Alberta's public education system. I am concerned that the UCP legislated the new
Choice in Education Act (2019), which amended the School Act, because it signals a commitment on the
part of government to further entrench a range of schooling options that vie for public funds.
-- I will always be very clear that government-subsidized education is NOT the same as public education.
Only schools that are accessible to all students regardless of circumstance, governed by
democratically-elected school boards, and funded solely through public monies represent public
education. Hence, provincially-funded education is not necessarily public education, but all public
education is provincially-funded. Charter schools are NOT public schools.
-- If the provincial government talks about doing further budget cuts to education, I will suggest the
cost-cutting solution of amending the Choice in Education Act and giving charter schools two years to
convert into private schools or find a public education system (e.g., CBE, EPSB, Francophone, Catholic)
willing to subsume them. If the elected provincial government is serious about avoiding waste and
duplication, this option should be considered.
-- If elected, I will seek to push the Government of Alberta to amend the Education Act to spell out that a
person is not eligible to run as a candidate for the CBE if he or she is involved in the establishment,
management, governance or administration of a charter school or private school, as well as that a person
is not eligible to run as a candidate for the CBE if he or she is employed by a charter school or private
school. That requirement is not currently spelled out in existing legislation, and -- as a result -- in the
current election we have, so far, five candidates running on a platform of acting in the best interests of or
starting charter schools and private schools instead of on a platform of acting in the best interests of the
CBE and the CBE's 125,000 students! This oversight needs to be fixed.
--There is currently nothing in legislation stopping pro-charter-school candidates from running to be
elected as CBE trustees. However, if any of the five openly pro-charter-school candidates are elected,
there ARE grounds for them to be disqualified. Because it is highly unethical to be a CBE Trustee while
being in violation of the CBE's Code of Conduct, I would not hesitate to explore this avenue.

What are your priorities for new school buildings and other infrastructure?
I would need to learn more about this issue after becoming a Trustee. I am not up to speed on which
neighbourhoods are overdue for a school building. I would also need to learn more about which school
buildings are under-utilized before prioritizing new builds. In some cases it is possible to rebalance the
population at existing schools by changing grade configurations or geographic boundaries.



What is your position on public-private partnerships to build new schools?
P3s usually drive up costs. In the case of schools they also offload the initial cost from the province and
transfer the interest that taxpayers have to pay to the school boards, which in turn reduces what the
school boards can spend on maintaining other school buildings and infrastructure owned by the school
board. P3s can also result in school boards having less say in how infrastructure is designed and built. I
am not positively inclined towards the P3 model.


