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What are your priorities for
public services in our
communities?

● Affordability and retaining public
services through respect for our tax dollars.

● Transit changes were made to reshape transit service with route changes in Red Deer. The next
Council must continue attention, response and listening to the critique for improving services. And to
ensure accessibility for citizens with physical needs and disabilities for Red Deer Action Bus service.

● Engagement with Red Deerians is important to me. I’d like to see “Community Days” on Council’s
schedule for a committed time to meet and listen (no decisions) with citizens, organizations and
businesses about ideas and concerns. Listening and connecting in municipal governance is important
to me.

● I’d like to see more youth engagement through the City’s Youth strategy; listening to community
voices, sharing information and hearing their emerging ideas and concerns

● Continue to attend to, budget and maintain current city infrastructure and assets.
● The continued lens for the environment through the City’s Environmental Master Plan
● The upcoming years will be about recovery and preparing for the future to bring more economic

development to Red Deer, having adequate serviced land supply and working with the community for
Red Deer’s future. All municipalities recognize the need for more housing support as we work with the
Provincial and Federal orders of government on this important issue.

● Our community is where we live, work, shop local and are sociable. Advancing more arts and culture
and sports activities to Red Deer through the City’s event strategy plan

● We cannot dismiss racism and discrimination that can and does affect individuals and families in Red
Deer. We all have a role in actions for a more welcoming and inclusive community. And in our
individual and collective role and journey for truth and reconciliation.

● If the recent headlines about capacity, once again, at Red Deer Regional Hospital isn’t identified by the
Provincial Government as a top priority, we have a serious problem in Red Deer and central Alberta.
$100 million has been committed by the Province for Hospital expansion but there are no details or
timelines committed. Community Red Deer pressure, along with central Alberta regional voices must
be made louder so Red Deer Hospital infrastructure is finalized and delivered.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
P3s - private-public partnerships, should be called P4s - Public Pays for Private Profit.



With Federal or Provincial projects, P3s can be used to finance projects and link available government
funding to P3 projects. With a lens to the deficits of federal and provincial governments and needed or
wanted municipal infrastructure, I’m concerned with these funding models. Municipal Councillors should
reply upon research and published studies that demonstrate public investment/ownership of infrastructure
is preferred and should be prepared to know what questions to ask when making budget infrastructure
decisions if a P3 or privatized model is proposed.

What are your priorities for transportation?
● The City of Red Deer has a current “multi-modal transportation plan” that will continue to be

reviewed and modified to suit the needs of Red Deerians as we move around in Red Deer -
whether by vehicle, pedestrian, transit, bike or scooter (2 year pilot project).

● Yes to a continuing lens of transportation infrastructure which includes maintenance of roads,
sidewalks and the trail system.

● The City of Red Deer has more than 100 kilometres of trails to adventure upon. Over the past few
years, we’ve seen increased pedestrian, cyclists, scooters, and the attention to trail connections
and park maintenance, along with safety on the trails.

● I also value conversations and relationships with Red Deer County and neighbouring municipalities
for future regional trail connections that can also be a tourism draw to Red Deer and the region.

● Public transit and action bus service must be convenient and affordable. What can we do to
encourage more transit use?

● It’s also important to look to the future to ensure, through Provincial advocacy, that Red Deer is a
stop on any future high speed line between Calgary and Edmonton.

Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
● Municipalities were asked for feedback and comments from the Province before campaign

financing changes were introduced in Bill 29 and the Local Authorities Election Act. It didn’t matter
as suggested changes through the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association were rejected.

● Campaign contributions to candidates with a ceiling level of $5000.00 is very high and it is unlikely
that an average Albertan would make that contribution amount. High campaign contributions can
open the door for large donors and big money to have a role in a local campaign.

● I also believe there should have been a requirement to disclose campaign contributions before
elections. I plan to post any campaign contributions I receive on my FB page, prior to Election Day
on October 18th.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our
communities?

● The City of Red Deer has a $7 million commitment from the Provincial Government for an
integrated shelter space. Over the last many years, Red Deer has been operating with agency
shelter beds and a temporary shelter in downtown Red Deer. The next Council will look to a future
permanent shelter site location as the Province builds and determines the shelter operators(s).

● Through the City of Red Deer’s State of Local Emergency, in September 2021, the temporary
downtown shelter will continue to be in operation until November 15th. Shelter spaces - temporary
and permanent - are a needed response to homelessness, along with other supports that be
provided once one is using shelter.



● There will be continued followup actions in the downtown area, based on the concerns raised by
downtown businesses, staff and patrons. These include the downtown clean team, attention to the
shelter vicinity and continuing to explore what else the City and community can do to support the
downtown businesses.

● Housing and Homelessness response is about community work to ensure that individuals have the
right services to meet their needs. Coordination in the community and working to share data,
learnings and resources is important, as are shared learnings from other municipalities on what’s
worked and what’s not been successful.

● Following much community engagement, the City of Red Deer in 2019, adopted the Community’s
Housing and Homelessness Integrated Plan - CHHIP - which continues to be a guide for the Red
Deer community to respond to recognized housing and homelessness needs. It’s important to
recognize the diversity of needs, to meet housing needs for citizens such as physical or disability
needs, youth housing, senior housing, new comer housing and indigenous housing.

● City zoning should be reviewed to look to ease zoning for housing developments.
● When housing has been provided, it’s important to retain connections and supports for some so

they remain housed.
● Ensure there is evaluation as a community on the progress we’re making for additional housing

supports in the Red Deer community.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?

● We are stronger together as Alberta municipalities as we continue engagement with the Province in
order to deliver the many municipal services we rely and depend on.

● Seeing inflation will be a challenge for municipal government, business, organizations and families.
● Continued advocacy to the province and and through the Alberta Urban Municipalities Association

(AUMA) for sustainable fiscal and economic tools that can support Alberta municipalities for
economic, social and environmental issues.

● This means sufficient, predictable and sustainable funding models for municipalities.
● A reliance on the local tax rate, local fees and charges and competitive grants to address the many

needs of municipal operations and capital and infrastructure projects, and to manage and respond
to provincial downloading to municipalities is a challenge.


