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How would you advocate for
sustainable and adequate funding
for our students?
While the new funding framework that has been
developed, has provided more predictability, it has
fallen short in the areas of being sustainable and
adequate. As a Trustee I think it’s imperative to
work with my fellow Board members, to lobby

ABEd for increases in per pupil funding, as current funding is insufficient to maintain adequate staffing
levels and provide necessary support and resources for all students. And it's key to speak to the fact that
"Maintaining Funding" is in reality a cutback- as we see increases in student numbers, expenses, and
ever increasing expectations of what responsibilities and burdens our schools take on.

What are your priorities for educational outcomes for Alberta’s students?
I think that we should work to provide every student with the best possible opportunities for personal
success and achievement, as they journey through their K-12 years, and beyond. And for me, one of the
biggest keys to success will be the "tools" we can provide them with- resiliency, critical & deeper level
thinking, reasoning skills, empathy and citizenship. It's important to remember that we are graduating
humans, and not just test scores & we can't forget the importance of the "whole student".

What is your position on the current draft K-6 curriculum?
I strongly believe that the current draft should never make its way into our classrooms. There is no
shortage of concerns that I have, but they include: the individuals who comprised the Advisory Panel,
regressive content, racist content, content that is neither age appropriate nor developmentally
appropriate, and lacking in addressing the needs of some of our most diverse learners. The
implementation of the draft would be a huge disservice to our students, and I believe School Boards need
to be a voice to advocate for halting it's implementation in September 2022.

What is your position on charter schools?
I believe the removal of the cap on the number of charter schools that can exist, is a great disservice to
Public Education. Charter schools can quite often run with lower operating costs, yet receive the same
per pupil funding, and are not accountable to publicly elected boards. I firmly believe that schools that are



funded through public tax dollars should be accessible to all students and should all be held to the same
standards.

What are your priorities for new school buildings and other infrastructure?
Where new school builds are required, I think it's so important to plan for future community needs. It is too
common for new schools to open, already bursting at the seams with students, and no room for future
growth in enrolment. Our schools need to be viewed as an investment, not just an expense. When we
plan for development of new spaces, as well as improvements to existing facilities, we need to look
beyond our current reality, and make sure the investments we are making will serve our Districts for years
to come.

What is your position on public-private partnerships to build new schools?
I'm not in favour of the use of public-private partnerships to build new schools. I see the use of such, as a
long term rent-to-own, with little control of the quality and maintenance of the products which our Districts
eventually inherit. The building of our schools is an investment in our community, and should not fall into
the realm of a "for-profit" transaction. As well, I've seen myself, the difficulty and delays that can take
place when schools experience repair and maintenance issues, and are left to wait for external
contractors to rectify concerns.


