
Alison Van Dyke,
Medicine Hat City
Council Candidate

What are your priorities for public
services in our communities?
My current priorities are to maintain public
ownership of our profitable electric utilities,
reinstate the use of three recreation facilities
which have been closed since March 2020
and are under threat of demolition, restore
operation of our Seniors center to either the
City or local businesses, and restore and
prioritize funding to our public library.

What is your position on private-public partnerships?
I am opposed to public-private partnerships. History has shown us that the relationship often
deteriorates along with the infrastructure, leaving the public responsible for repairing and
maintaining facilities that end up costing more than if the project had been solely undertaken by
the public from the start.

What are your priorities for transportation?
Public transit currently has poor utilization, resulting in reduced services - which leads to even
less use. It is a Catch-22 that ends up leaving community members without reasonable and
affordable transportation to work, school or leisure activities. I would like to see an expansion of
the recreation facilities and services "Fair Entry" pass for city services to include transit.
Alternatively, a program where up to four children can ride for free while in the company of a
fare-paying parent or guardian, would make using transit easier for community members and
increase ridership. As more people use the bus, the routes can be extended into unserved and
underserved areas and increased in frequency, which will lead to greater utilization in the future
and help create a public transit riding culture in our community. By offering more and shorter
routes, so that people can cheaply and quickly get to their destination, we also reduce the traffic
on the roads, and the need for parking in higher density areas, which allows for increased
multi-modal transportation routes.



Do you support the change in campaign financing laws?
I do not support the change as I believe it will increase partisanship, and allow third-party
advertisers more influence than they would have had otherwise.

What is your plan to address housing and homelessness in our

Medicine Hat has a robust housing plan that has been very effective in providing housing to
people who want to be housed. If we want to reduce the number of unhoused people in our
communities, we need to be advocating for change in the policies and conditions that forced
them into homelessness, whether it be income supports, addiction and mental health services,
or other factors related to our economic and social system.

What are your priorities to address the fiscal relationship between the
provincial government and municipalities?
The reduction in the Municipal Sustainability Initiative (MSI) and the Grants in Place of Taxes
(GiPOT) will have a devastating effect on municipalities and their ability to maintain
infrastructure and provide services. I intend to advocate for a long-term predictable funding
model.


