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There is no question that this past year has been a crucial time for advocacy 
in our province, given the issues and upheavals in the Alberta political scene 
during the past twelve months. In my view, Public Interest Alberta and its sup-
porters have done an excellent job in meeting the challenges and taking ad-
vantage of the opportunities that have arisen.
  There have been a number of very positive developments in terms of our ad-
vocacy efforts, including the following highlights:

•	 Very effective advocacy on seniors’ issues, including our partnership    
 role in organizing the highly successful “Beyond Acute Care” Confer- 
 ence in February, featuring Ralph Nader.
•	 Similarly effective work in the area of poverty and human services, both  
 in promoting a comprehensive approach to poverty reduction and on  
 the issues related to “living wage.”
•	 Progress in promoting the importance of government revenue reform  
 and the importance of fair taxation and royalties in order to pay for our  
 vital public services, particularly in our work as partners in organizing  
 the “Better Way Alberta” campaign, and in our support for Kevin Taft’s  
 “Follow the Money” book and video.
•	 Effective use of party leadership races and the provincial general elec- 
 tion to promote PIA priorities and proposals in our key areas of concern.
•	 A very successful annual advocacy conference in April, featuring John  
 Ralston Saul, focusing on how we can more effectively mobilize public  
 support for public interest initiatives and directions, and including a  
 youth activist component which was very encouraging.
•	 A growing recognition by the media that PIA (and particularly our  
 Executive Director) is an important source for informed comments and  
 insights on public issues.

  It has been a very good year for public interest advocacy in this difficult and 
demanding province, and I want to thank PIA’s generous supporters, members 
of our board of directors and task forces, volunteers, and our superb staff for 
their efforts in making possible this important work. 
                  Larry Booi, President

Larry played a central role in the establishment and growth of Public Interest Alberta.  He has long worked to strengthen education 
and support the public good. He is the former President of the Alberta Teachers’ Association and was also a member of the Executive 
Board of the Canadian Teachers’ Federation and the Canadian Council on Learning.

Message from the 
Board Chair
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Message from the 
Executive Director

It has been another good year of “Making Shift Happen” at Public Interest Al-
berta. By bringing together our many organizational and individual members 
to engage in key public interest advocacy, we are having a growing effect on 
shaping the political debate in this province. 
  As you will see in the reports from our task forces, we have been able to use 
our growing provincial network to achieve some important advocacy suc-
cesses. In particular, the Premier's commitment to develop a new social policy 
framework that includes a five-year plan to eliminate child poverty is an ex-
tremely significant success for our Human Services and Poverty Task Force. The 
Childcare, Education and Post-Secondary Education Task Forces have clearly 
articulated advocacy goals and are well positioned to work together on a strat-
egy that can help turn the Premier's commitment into a reality.  
  The Seniors Task Force has, as usual, been very active, with their highly ef-
fective engagement in the political process, strong communication strategies 
and participation in a hugely successful conference. The Environment and De-
mocracy Task Forces also took action, particularly with the growing Our Water 
is Not for Sale campaign, and in advocating for better campaign and party fi-
nance rules. We were also very involved in trying to shift the political debate on 
Alberta's incredible capacity to fund quality public services, through the Join 
Together Alberta and Better Way Alberta campaigns.       
  I am also pleased to report that we have benefited from some key improve-
ments in our capacity as an organization over the past year, thanks in particu-
lar to increased support from our sustaining members. Our Communications 
Assistant, Russell Charlton succeeded by Kathryn Lennon in February have 
greatly enhanced our ability to expand our reach through social media tools, 
coordinating media events and constantly updating our website.  Karen Werlin, 
our fabulous office manager has done a great job   supporting and expand-
ing our membership, coordinating events and keeping us all organized. Our 
five Community Mobilizers have been extremely helpful in allowing us to be 
more effective in mobilizing and speaking out in Red Deer, Calgary, Lethbridge, 
Medicine Hat and Grande Prairie.

Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Executive Director

Prior to joining Public Interest Alberta, Bill worked in Ottawa as the Director of Campaigns and Communications of the 
Council of Canadians. He has served as the Executive Director of the Parkland Institute at the University of Alberta, and 
as coordinator of the Global Visions Festival. He is also the producer of two documentary films and studied Canadian 
and Latin American history, political science and economics at the University of Alberta and l'Unversité de Sherbrooke.
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PIA Board Members

Lori Sigurdson, Vice-President
Alberta College of Social Workers

Dennis Theobald, Treasurer
Alberta Teachers’ Association

Bev Ray, Secretary
Canadian Union of Postal 
Workers, Edmonton

Heather Smith, Director
United Nurses of Alberta

Elisabeth Ballermann, Director
Health Sciences Association of Alberta

John Nicholls, Director
Confederation of Alberta 
Faculty Associations
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PIA Board Members

Brian Staples, Director
Seniors' Action Liaison Team (SALT)

Gerald Wheatley, Director
Arusha Centre

Guy Smith, Director
Alberta Union of Provincial Employees

Gil McGowan, Director
Alberta Federation of Labour

Cherie Langlois-Klassen, Director

Ricardo Acuña, Director
Parkland Institute
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 This past year saw a number of oppor-
tunities and challenges for our efforts 
to advocate for a quality public early 
childhood education and care system. 
  On the positive side, the change in 
leadership of the PC party has opened 
some new opportunities for a rethink-
ing of our provincial childcare policy 
as the government develops a new 
social policy framework. The Redford 
government’s commitment to imple-
ment full-day kindergarten and a 
comprehensive plan to eliminate child 
poverty in five years provides us with 
an opening to raise the importance of 
a quality public childcare system. The 
challenge, however, is that Premier 
Redford said that she can eliminate 
child poverty by doing a results-based 
budgeting process in the Ministry of 
Human Services. 
  Meanwhile, we see an increase in 
the size and influence of corporate 
childcare chains that will continue to 
lobby for a market-based childcare 
system and increased subsidies. To-
gether with our national partners, we 
have been researching the growth of 
corporate childcare operations and 

will be challenging the viability of this 
model.
  The task force took advantage of 
various opportunities throughout the 
past year to advocate for quality pub-
lic early learning and care. We did this 
in conjunction with the efforts of both 
our Human Services and Poverty Task 
Force and our Education Task Force, 
integrating childcare advocacy into 
our poverty reports, media interviews 
and public presentations. During the 
recent provincial election, the task 
force also used our extensive e-mail 
action lists and our community mobi-
lizers to promote the five main points 
we are advocating for: 
 
  1. Develop a provincial framework  
      for Early Childhood Learning and  
      Care in Alberta. 
  2. Recognize and support our      
      children’s mentors and caregivers  
      as professionals.
  3. Make early learning and care af-    
      fordable for all.
  4. Support families with different   
      needs.
  5. Keep childcare public / non-profit.

Task Force: Cherie Langlois-Klassen (Chair and United Nurses Association), Christopher Smith (Muttart 
Foundation), Sandra Azocar and Karen Sputek (Alberta Union of Provincial Employees), Carol Sullivan 
(Terra Association), Sherry Hunt (Public Service Alliance of Canada), Donna Staszenski, Kim Storebo (CUPE 
Alberta), Lana Fletcher, (Primrose Place Family Centre), Julie Hrdlicka (PIA Calgary Outreach Coordinator).

Task Forces:

Childcare
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Task Forces:

Education

Task Force:  Harold Neth (Chair), Kathryn Burke (Learning Disabilities Association of Alberta), Christopher 
Spencer (Trustee, Edmonton Public School Board), Gloria Nordin and Ed Butler (Edmonton Public Teach-
ers), Danny Burrell, Wilma Ellenburgh and Rick Klimchuk (Communications, Energy and Paperworkers 
Union of Canada),  Dennis Theobald and Jonathan Teghmeyer (Alberta Teachers' Association), Natasha 
Krec (Alberta Teachers’ Association Local 18), Lynn Odynski and Susan O'Neil (parent advocates), Alena 
Manera, (U of A, Education Student’s Association), Larry Booi (Public Interest Alberta).

This was a busy year for education ad-
vocacy. PIA, with the support of the 
ATA and our partner groups, helped 
challenge the many cuts to public 
education through the Join Together 
Alberta campaign in May and June 
2011. We also supported our partner 
organizations- (CEP, CUPE and AFL) 
“Kids Not Cuts” and the ATA’s “Stop 
the Cuts” campaigns that challenged 
the decision to cut $107 million from 
Alberta Education, a decision that led 
to layoffs of hundreds of support staff 
and 1000 teachers last fall. We feel 
these advocacy efforts played an im-
portant role in Alison Redford's com-
mitment during the PC party leader-
ship race to reverse the $107 million 
in education cuts. 
  In October, PIA's Education and Post-
Secondary Education Task Forces 
worked together with various groups, 
including the City of Edmonton’s 
Learning City Initiative and the Fac-
ulty of Education, to host a public fo-
rum on a national education strategy. 
It featured Paul Cappon, President of 
the Canadian Council on Learning. 
  In November, the Education Task 
Force participated in public consulta-

tions on the School Act, held by Thom-
as Lukaszuk. We received media atten-
tion when Mr. Lukaszuk announced 
his 10 priorities for education and 
when Bill 2, the new Education Act, 
was introduced. 
  Finally, the provincial election was a 
very important opportunity for us to 
call on the government to make a real 
commitment to an education strategy 
that will develop the full potential of 
all Alberta's children. The Task Force 
has developed six proposals that we 
will use in our future advocacy work:
  1. Improvements to early learning.
  2. Coordinated delivery of non-ed- 
      ucational services to children at  
      the school site.
  3. More effective language learning  
      supports for immigrant children  
      and families.
  4. Clear commitment to building and  
      maintaining schools where they  
      are needed.
  5. A renewed emphasis on the arts,  
      trades, and language learning in  
      our classrooms.
  6. More effective supports for chil- 
      dren with special needs.
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There was no shortage of issues and 
opportunities related to promot-
ing democratic reform and renewal 
in Alberta in the past year, given the 
many aspects of the democratic defi-
cit that so obviously characterize our 
province. The Democracy Task Force 
focused on several key opportuni-
ties for advocacy over the past twelve 
months in order to promote the dem-
ocratic reform agenda that we have 
been articulating for the last six years.
The fall leadership contests in the 
Liberal and Progressive Conservative 
parties presented an opportunity for 
the task force to highlight two key ar-
eas of concern, campaign and party 
financing, as well as issues related to 

Task Forces:

Democracy

“Elections are merely the punctuation 
mark in the democratic process - it is 

up to the citizens to write the sentence 
following the election.” 

- John Ralston Saul

gender and democracy. PIA promoted 
a comprehensive proposal for reform 
in the area of campaign and party fi-
nance. Issues related to the financing 
of the PC leadership contest led to fur-
ther opportunities to promote the PIA 
proposal, through op-ed pieces and 
media releases.
PIA also played a role in backing a 
court challenge related to widespread 
irregularities in the 2008 provincial 
election. While the justice would not 
rule on many of the issues raised in 
the case, he did state “that the gov-
ernment must take ‘reasonable steps’ 
to make sure people can participate in 
elections.”
The provincial general election in 
April involved advocating for the “five 
changes that would make the biggest 
difference” in promoting a stronger 
democracy in our province.  These in-
clude: 1) Institute comprehensive re-
form of electoral campaign and party 
financing. 2) Commit to the principle 
of proportional representation, with a 
Royal Commission to recommend the 
most appropriate form for Alberta. 3) 
Strengthen the role of the Legislature 
and MLAs by increasing the power of, 
and support for, legislative commit-
tees and officers. 4) Require a more 
open, thorough and effective ap-
proach to public consultation and en-
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tions for more effective mobilization 
of Albertans around proposals for 
democratic reform.  The task force will 
be using these suggestions and the 
many insightful ideas that came from 
our keynote speaker, John Ralston 
Saul, and our other plenary and work-
shop speakers, as we build our capac-
ity to mobilize people to take action 
for a more democratic Alberta. 
We have worked hard to promote a 
stronger democracy in our province 
this year. We look forward to more 
systematic efforts in the coming year, 
in the new political context that has 
emerged out of the provincial election.

Task Force: Larry Booi (Chair) Janet Buckmaster (Equal Voice – Alberta north), Ricardo Acuna (Parkland 
Institute), Harold Neth (Alberta Teachers’ Association), Heather MacIntosh (Sheldon Chumir Foundation), 
Sherry McKibben (Health Sciences Association of Alberta), Lynn Odynski, Steve Bradshaw (Centre for Civic 
Governance), Hans Smits. 

gagement on issues of public policy. 
5) Institute a broadly-based approach 
to improving transparency and open-
ness in government.
We also received a letter from Elec-
tions Alberta saying they believed 
we were in violation of the new third-
party advertising laws and saying we 
needed to close down our election 
website.  However, when we brought 
the story to the media and challenged 
Elections Alberta to demonstrate how 
we were breaking these rules, they 
never responded.
PIA’s annual advocacy conference in 
April involved a workshop where par-
ticipants were able to outline sugges-
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Task Forces:

Environment

The environment continues to be 
a central political issue in Alberta.  
While the world struggles to address 
interrelated crises of access to water 
and the increased use of fossil fuels 
that is a major contributing factor 
to climate change, these issues are 
especially significant in Alberta. Polls 
show that the majority of Albertans 
are deeply concerned about the en-
vironment, and that there are many 
strong voices calling for a serious 
shift in our province’s approach to 
the environment. 
  PIA continues to be an active par-
ticipant in the “Our Water is Not for 
Sale” network and campaign, which 
is challenging the possible creation 
of a provincial market for water al-
location.  Over 70 organizations and 
3000 people have signed on to “Our 
Water Is Not for Sale’s” open letter to 
the Environment Minister. The letter 
calls for open public consultation 
that will present real alternatives to a 
water market.   Throughout the year, 
we made a number of presentations 
to various groups and distributed 
thousands of our campaign materi-
als, printed by CUPE and AUPE. We 
worked closely with the Parkland 
Institute to coordinate and promote 
a five-city speaking tour with Jeremy 
Schmidt, top water researcher and 
author of an excellent report en-

titled “Alternative Water Futures”. 
We also continue to voice concern 
about the impacts of energy develop-
ment on our environment, on First 
Nations communities, and on our 
economy. At this year’s annual ad-
vocacy conference, we were pleased 
to present a plenary panel entitled 
“Mobilizing for the Public Control of 
Water.” It featured: Anil Naidoo, Co-
ordinator of the Blue Planet Project, 
who spoke on the global water crisis; 
Jill Crop Eared Wolf, a member of the 
Kainaiwa Nation who has been fight-
ing hydraulic fracturing, or ‘fracking’, 
on the Blood Reserve, and Chief Allan 
Adam, of the Athabasca Chipewyan 
First Nation, who talked about the 
impact of bitumen extraction on his 
community.  The Youth Activist panel 
at our conference, and the Youth 
Activist Forum which followed the 
conference, had a strong focus on 
mobilizing youth on environmen-
tal issues. PIA will follow up on this 
momentum by supporting “Power-
Shift 2012”, a national gathering in 
Ottawa in October, organized for and 
by youth to build a climate justice 
movement. 
  We spent considerable time this year 
consulting with many organizations 
to determine which key advocacy 
themes should be the focus of our 
work. Over the next year, the Public 
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Interest Alberta Environment Task 
Force will expand to include other 
member organizations, in order to 
increase our capacity to advocate for:  
  1. Public policy that supports transi- 
      tioning our communities to a   
     greener, more sustainable energy  
     future. 
  2. A green jobs strategy for the      
      province.
  3. Establishing a public water alloca- 
      tion system that recognizes water  
      as a public good and a human right.
  4. Increased government support  
      for monitoring and protection of  
      the environment. 

Task Force and Our Water is Not for Sale Steering Committee: Gerald Wheatley (Chair, Calgary Arusha Cen-
tre), Julia Dalman and Russell Charlton (PIA), Scott Harris (Council of Canadians), Ricardo Acuna (Parkland 
Institute), Marle Roberts (CUPE Alberta), Sandy Kyle and Pauline Jacquelin (AUPE), Joseph Jobin (Treaty 8 
First Nations of Alberta), Chelsea Flook (Sierra Club Prairie), Alana-Dawn Eirikson (Mount Royal University).

“Polls show that the majority of Albertans 
are deeply concerned about the environ-

ment, and that there are many strong 
voices calling for a serious shift in our 

province’s approach to the environment”.
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Task Forces:

Human Services and Poverty

This task force has had a remarkably-
busy and successful year advocating 
for a comprehensive poverty reduc-
tion strategy. 
  Last fall, we launched our “Not a Liv-
ing Wage” campaign, in response to 
the provincial government’s mini-
mum wage policy. The new minimum 
wage had been set at $9.40, giving 
Alberta the lowest minimum wage in 
Canada by November 2011. The mini-
mum wage for alcohol servers was set 
even lower, at $9.05.   With the help of 
our community mobilizers, and sup-
port from some of our student union 
members, we released Statistics Cana-
da data showing how many Albertans 
were not earning a living wage (less 
than $12/hour). We distributed 10,000 
copies of a mock $9.40 bill, printed 
with information challenging the new 
minimum wage policy. The campaign 
generated considerable media atten-
tion and we connected with many 
low-wage service industry workers.
  We spent considerable time support-
ing the work of Action to End Poverty 
in Alberta. This advocacy initiative 
was founded by the Inter-City Forum 
on Social Policy (ICFSP) and the Fam-
ily and Community Support Services 
Association of Alberta (FCSSAA), and 
coordinated by former Calgary City 
Councillor Joe Ceci.  In partnership 
with the Edmonton Social Planning 
Council and the Alberta College of So-

cial Workers, we released our annual 
report on child poverty in Alberta, 
entitled In this Together.  The report 
revealed that child poverty had in-
creased by 40%, from 2008 to 2009, 
with 73,000 children living below the 
low-income cut off. This research has 
garnered significant media attention 
and been used by many groups to ad-
vocate for action on poverty. Action to 
End Poverty in Alberta has also been 
very effective in building support for 
municipal poverty reduction strate-
gies in Calgary, Red Deer, Lethbridge 
and most recently, in Edmonton. A 
well attended media conference was 
held at ABC Headstart LaPerle.  Social
work staff at the agency arranged for 
interviews with families living below
the poverty line.
  Meanwhile, the task force engaged 
key politicians and senior govern-
ment officials at the municipal and 
provincial levels to push for a pov-
erty reduction strategy. During the 
PC party leadership race, Alison Red-
ford responded to a survey from us 
by committing to take a comprehen-
sive approach to reducing poverty.   
As Premier, she followed through by 
mandating Dave Hancock, Minister 
of Human Services, to develop a new 
social policy framework. As the details 
of a social policy framework could be 
open to interpretation, we continued 
to advocate for a plan that would in-
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clude real targets and timelines for 
poverty reduction and elimination.  
  We also participated in the release of 
a report written by Vibrant Communi-
ties Calgary called, Poverty Costs: An 
Economic Case for a Preventative Pov-
erty Reduction Strategy in Alberta. The 
report calculates that poverty costs 
Alberta $7.1 – 9.5 billion each year in 
health care costs, costs attributable 
to crime, intergenerational costs, and 
opportunity costs.
  Finally, we drew on our network dur-
ing the provincial election to pres-
sure all political parties to implement 
a comprehensive poverty reduction 
strategy with set targets and time-
lines.  Therefore, we were pleased to 
see Premier Redford announce the 
development of a 5-year plan to elimi-

nate child poverty in Alberta, and a 
10-year plan to reduce total poverty. 
However, the challenge is that no new 
money will be put into this very far 
reaching commitment. Instead, the 
government plans to fund this com-
mitment, by making zero-based bud-
geting cuts to the Ministry of Human 
Services. 
  So, while we now have this political 
commitment we clearly have our work 
cut out for us over the next year.  By 
continuing to work closely with our 
task force member organizations and 
other PIA members, we hope to be 
successful in making sure that the 
social policy framework is based on a 
real investment in quality public ser-
vices, and that the Premier’s commit-
ment moves from rhetoric to reality. 

Task Force: Lori Sigurdson (Chair and Alberta College of Social Workers), Dan Meades (Vibrant Communi-
ties Calgary), Janice Melnychuk , John Kolkman (Edmonton Social Planning Council), Mezzun Lakha-Evins 
(Cerebral Palsy Association, Calgary), William Macaskill,  Ann Nicol (Alberta Council of Disability Services, 
Ryan Geake (Calgary Scope Society), Joanne Currie (United Way of Greater Edmonton), Mary Dahr (Health 
Sciences Association of Alberta), Bob McKeon (Social Justice Office, Catholic Archdioceses of Edmonton), 
Sharlyn White (Family and Community Support Services Association of Alberta ), Joe Ceci (Action to End 
Poverty in Alberta),  Vasant Chotai (Quality of Life Commission), and Leah Kelley (Women’s Centre of Calgary).
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The past year has certainly been the 
most interesting and eventful of the 
seven years that the PIA Seniors Task 
Force has been in operation.
  During the leadership campaigns 
held by three of Alberta’s political par-
ties, we surveyed candidate opinions 
on eight key issues identified by the 
task force. Our member groups and 
MLA contact teams attended many 
candidate forums and made sure that 
issues of public homecare and the 
need for more quality long-term care 
were given the political attention they 
need. Shortly before the final PC lead-
ership vote, we met with Alison Red-
ford at the PIA office (at her request) 
and had the opportunity to discuss 
her position to consider removing the 
long-term care regulated fee structure 
to encourage more corporations to 
build long-term care beds. While, it 
remains to be seen if she will change 
her position on this, she did admit in 
the meeting that she would need to 
reconsider her approach. 
  Several actions were undertaken in 
preparation for the provincial elec-
tion. Firstly, we prepared new advoca-
cy materials, which we launched at a 
well-attended media conference. The 
“Seniors Deserve Quality Public Care” 
campaign calls on the government to 

Task Forces:

Seniors

1) create viable and responsive public 
home care, 2) Strengthen the Nurs-
ing Home Act – Don’t circumvent it, 3) 
Build more long-term care facilities, 4 
Establish a ‘Seniors Advocate’ as an of-
fice of the Legislature 5) Make seniors 
care facilities more democratic. 
  Secondly, and undoubtedly the 
highlight of the year, was the Beyond 
Acute Care conference held at the 
Chateau Lacombe from February 24 
to 25, 2012. From the keynote address 
by Ralph Nader, to the panels that 
assessed The Pitfalls of Privatization, 
Trends in the Delivery of Care in Al-
berta, Big Ideas that Make Sense, and 
Pushing Back-Moving Forward, to the 
closing comments by Maude Barlow, 
the conference was energizing, served 
to unite seniors groups, and set the 
stage for health care and seniors care 
to be issues uppermost in the pro-
vincial election. The PIA Seniors Task 
Force is extremely grateful to UNA, 
AFL, HSAA, AUPE, CUPE and Parkland 
for the skill, knowledge and resources 
that brought this event to fruition.
  Subsequently, we were involved in 
media work to assist families whose 
parents were being harassed and 
evicted from seniors care facilities.
  In the year ahead, we will focus on or-
ganizing our MLA Contact Teams to fit 
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Alberta’s new constituency structure 
and on ensuring that the government 
follows through on its platform com-

Task Force: Noel Somerville (Chair), Brian Staples (PIA Board and Seniors Action & Liason Team), Gary Pool  
(Alberta Council on Aging), Sam Denhaan (Central Alberta Council on Aging), Gordon Voth and John Mc-
Donald (Seniors United Now), Sherry Robbins (Alberta Retired Teachers’ Association), Bernice Rempel and 
Richard Perry (Canadian Association of Retired Persons), Lynda and Ron Jonson (Seniors I Care – Hinton), 
Baldwin Reichwein (Alberta College of Social Workers Retirees), John Bachynsky (Seniors Community 
Health Council), Frank Horvath (Whitemud Citizens for Public Health), Heather Smith and Judith Grossman 
(United Nurses of Alberta), Louise Yarrow and Geri Keith (Health Sciences Association of Alberta), Glen 
Scott (AUPE), Jack Hubler (Plumbers and Pipefitters), David Eggen (Friends of Medicare). 

mitments in a way that benefits alberta 
seniors rather than the bottom lines of 
for-profit corporations.
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Task Forces:

Post Secondary Education

PSE Task Force:  John Nicholls (Chair and Confederation of Alberta Faculty Associations), Duncan Wojtaszek 
and Farid Iskandar (Council of Alberta University Students), Carol Neuman (Alberta Students’ Executive 
Council),  Terry Sway (Alberta Colleges and Institutes Faculties Association), Russell Eccles (Non-Academic 
Staff Association, University of Alberta),  Amanda Nielsen (Alberta Graduate Council), Jason Heistad (Al-
berta Union of Provincial Employees), Kelly Garland (Health Sciences Association of Alberta).

Expanding access to affordable, high 
quality post-secondary education is 
one of the most important invest-
ments Alberta should be making now. 
While most Albertans agree that a 
strong post-secondary education sys-
tem is vital to the quality of life and 
economy of Alberta, provincial gov-
ernment operational funding has not 
kept up with inflation and population 
growth over the past three years. This 
has led to yearly budget cuts within 
our public institutions resulting in 
staff and faculty layoffs, elimination 
of courses and entire programs, in-
creased class sizes, maintenance defi-
cits and increased non-instructional 
fees (to get around the tuition policy 
that ties increases to inflation). 
  This is not to deny that there are 
many aspects of our public post-sec-
ondary education system that we can 
be proud of. But unless we mobilize 
people across the province to speak 
out for a more affordable quality sys-
tem, we will continue to see the de-
cline in the quality and accessibility of 
our system and there will be growing 

pressure to change the tuition policy 
and increase non-instructional fees. 
  The task force member organiza-
tions engaged in a variety of efforts to 
pressure and work with government 
to address these issues of funding, 
access and quality. Through the Join 
Together Alberta and Better Way Al-
berta campaigns, PIA and our partner 
groups argued that the government 
could indeed access the funds neces-
sary to invest in public services like 
our post-secondary education system. 
We regularly raised concerns about 
the undermining of our post-second-
ary education system in media inter-
views and in public presentations. We 
also used our network to make sure 
that post-secondary education was an 
issue that was raised in the PC party 
leadership race and during the recent 
provincial election. 
  This next year will be an important 
opportunity for the task force to work 
together with other PIA members and 
our community mobilizes to position 
post-secondary education as the an-
swer to key challenges facing Alberta. 

15



Make Shift Happen: Mobilizing the 
Power of the People was Public In-
terest Alberta's 6th annual advocacy 
conference, held from April 19 - 21, 
2012 in Edmonton.
  Over the course of the weekend, we 
generated dynamic discussion about 
effective ways to mobilize to make 
shift happen together. We hosted a 
stellar line-up of speakers and break-
out session leaders from across the 
country and around the province.
  John Ralston Saul, acclaimed writer 
and political thinker kicked off the 
conference as our keynote speaker. 
He spoke about the need for citizens 
to see themselves as “having the pow-
er to shape their civilization”. Armine 
Yalnizyan, one of Canada’s leading 
progressive economists, made links 

to the Occupy Movement and the 
potential to use mounting evidence 
and concern about the growing gap 
in income and wealth to build the 
momentum and desire for change. 
Dr. Danielle Martin, of Canadian Doc-
tors for Medicare spoke passionately 
about the need for a high quality, eq-
uitable public health system. 
  Our first panel drew connections 
among health, education and poverty, 
with Joe Ceci, Coordinator of Action to 
End Poverty in Alberta, Carol Hender-
son, President of the Alberta Teachers’ 
Association, and Dr. Richard Musto, 
Medical Officer of Health for the Cal-
gary Zone of Alberta Health Services. 
To shake things up, our youth activist 
panel featured Brigette DePape, For-
mer Senate Page, Melanie Butler, For-

PIA 2012 Annual
Conference
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Conference Planning Committee:  Bill Moore-Kilgannon (PIA), David Eggen (FOM),  Karen Werlin (PIA), Kath-
ryn Lennon (PIA),  Larry Booi (PIA),  Lyndsey Henderson (FOM),  Phil McRae (ATA),  Ricardo Acuna (Parkland), 
Sandra Azocar (AUPE), Scott Harris (COC).

mer Director of Code Pink in New York, 
and Liz Wingert, Teacher Activist from 
Wisconsin. We closed with a panel 
on the public control of water, in the 
face of privatization, tar sands devel-
opment, and oil and gas exploration 
in southern Alberta. We were lucky 
to have both the global perspectives 
of Anil Naidoo, Coordinator of the 
Blue Planet Project, and the northern 
and southern Alberta perspectives of 
Chief Allan Adam of the Athabasca 
Chipewyan First Nation, and Jill Crop 
Eared Wolf, of the Kainaiwa Nation.
  Breakout sessions provided a chance 
for dynamic discussion and idea-shar-
ing.  Our task forces and community 

leaders shared insights into success-
ful mobilizing from their experiences 
with: disability action, the Occupy 
Movement, multicultural communi-
ties, information technology, health-
care, pipeline challenges, and queer 
rights. We were pleased to have stu-
dents from Jasper Place High School, 
and volunteers from Next Up, a youth 
leadership program in Calgary and Ed-
monton join us.
  Thank you to the conference plan-
ning committee, our generous confer-
ence sponsors, the speakers, volun-
teers, and participants for making this 
year’s conference a success.
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“Conferences such as PIA's Make Shift Happen are a 
good starting point! Mobilizing starts with connecting 
and coordinating like-minded groups, and focusing on 
intersections of various groups’ interests to create the 
critical mass needed for change. Connecting groups 
will foster a feeling of solidarity that serves as a source 

of strength and hope – we’re not in it alone!”
Conference participant

PIA was delighted to host our first 
ever youth activist forum.  Youth par-
ticipants gathered on the Sunday fol-
lowing the conference to share per-
sonal stories of pathways in activism, 
with guests Brigette DePape, Melanie 
Butler, Liz Wingert and Jill Crop Eared 
Wolf. We then delved into some of the 
specifics of activism on a range of top-
ics including: creative action, direct 
action and community organizing, 
how to talk to media and politicians, 
and moving from research to action.
We heard from participants that their 

Youth Activist Forum Planning Committee: Mike Byerley, Trevor Zimmerman, Aditya Rao, Chelsea Taylor-
Flook, Bill Moore-Kilgannon, Kimberly Hayward,   Julia Dalman, Lindsay Ruth Hunt, Kathryn Lennon.

priorities were building relationships, 
building community, connecting with 
others and mentorship, and finding 
ways to “make the revolution fun!” It 
was a day for making connections and 
sharing inspiration and energy, and 
we hope to continue to engage with 
youth in the coming year.
  Many thanks to the youth activism 
forum planning committee, our guest 
speakers, breakout session leaders 
and participants for making the day 
possible!

Taking Action for a Better World: 
Youth Activist Forum April 22, 2012 
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Better Way Alberta

In the spring of 2011, the govern-
ment brought in a provincial budget 
projecting a deficit of over $3 billion, 
which was followed this spring by a 
projected deficit of $0.9 billion.  They 
used the hype of the deficit to justify 
significant cuts to many vital public 
services including laying off educa-
tion support staff and 1000 teachers. 
But lost in the blaring news headlines 
about government red ink was a seri-
ous question: why, in one of the rich-
est jurisdictions in the world, are we 
not able to maintain our core public 
services?
  So, together with the Alberta Federa-
tion of Labour, we co-chaired the next 
phase of the Join Together Alberta 
campaign. The Parkland Institute 
played an important role in the cam-

paign by doing excellent research on 
the billions of dollars that we could 
have collected if we had a progressive 
tax system like every other province, 
and how many billions we could col-
lect if the government increased our 
incredibly low energy royalty rates.  
In June, with financial support from 
the Alberta Teachers' Association, we 
hosted a telephone town hall meet-
ing with over 10,000 participants. This 
was followed by a seven-city speaking 
tour where we connected with people 
across the province and gave them 
the tools to challenge the myths of 
austerity.  In each of the cities that we 
visited, we also did half-day training 
sessions to improve the effectiveness 
of local advocacy on these campaigns.
   A central feature of the campaign 
was the establishment of five com-
munity mobilizers who were tasked 
with supporting the long-term co-
ordination of the campaigns in their 
cities.  We were very pleased with the 
mobilizers' successes in building con-
nections with our partner organiza-
tions, distributing campaign materials 
and getting local media attention on 
a number of issues throughout the 
year. Thank you to Stephen Merridew 
in Red Deer, Julie Hrdlicka in Calgary, 
Lorinda Peel in Lethbridge, Alison Van 
Dyke in Medicine Hat and Heather 
Haiste in Grande Prairie for their com-
mitment and energy in the first year of 

 “Why, in one of the richest jurisdictions in 
the world, are we not able to maintain our 

core public services?” 
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stead of a flat tax that is a massive tax 
break for the very wealthy.  The global 
occupy movement has also played a 
key role in mobilizing people and rais-
ing awareness about the growing gap 
between rich and poor.  
  As we lay out our advocacy plans for 
the coming year, one thing we know  
is that it is only through joining to-
gether that we will be able to mobilize 
enough people and support to “make 
shift happen” for a better Alberta.     

this project. Thank you to the Health 
Sciences Association of Alberta for 
supporting the mobilizers. 
  The next phase of this campaign was 
re-named “Better Way Alberta” and 
was launched in January 2012.  The 
campaign partners (particularly the 
United Nurses of Alberta) supported 
the publishing of a new book by Kevin 
Taft, Mel McMillan and Junaid Jahan-
gir, entitled Follow the Money.  This 
book, along with a 12-minute video 
produced at our last Join Together 
Town Hall event by award-winning 
filmmaker Tom Radford, was launched 
at a packed event at the Garneau 
Theatre in Edmonton.  This video 
and book were widely distributed at 
other events and via a strong social 
media strategy. The campaign team 
also produced a series of creative and 
funny radio advertisements and a 
video advertisement that drove home 
the message that Albertans can and 
should reform our revenue system 
so we are not cutting essential pub-
lic services like education, health and 
other human services. 
  The advocacy work done through 
this campaign certainly had an impact 
on shaping the debate in the lead up 
to, and during, the provincial election. 
There is a growing understanding that 
we need a progressive tax system in-

Steering Committee: Gil McGowan (Alberta Federation of Labour) and Bill Moore-Kilgannon (PIA) – Co-
Chairs, Heather Smith, David Climenhaga and Dave Cournoyer (United Nurses of Alberta), Elisabeth Ball-
ermann and Jerry Toews (Health Sciences Association of Alberta), Carol Henderson and Dennis Theobald 
(Alberta Teachers' Association), Guy Smith (Alberta Union of Provincial Employees), Don  Boucher (Com-
munications, Energy and Paperworkers), John Nicholls (Confederation of Alberta Faculty Associations and 
PIA  Post-Secondary Education Task Force) Noel Somerville (PIA Seniors Task Force), Lori Sigurdson (Alberta 
College of Social Workers), Larry Booi (Public Interest Alberta), Terry Inigo-Jones and Ishani Weera (Alberta 
Federation of Labour).
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      2012  2011
Revenue     
Membership Fees                 226,612                206,540 
Join Together Campaign    50,000        300 
Conference Income    21,113   22,998 
Campaign Income    14,453     8,340 
Mobilizers     10,047              -
General Advocacy Fund    10,000   10,000  
Fundraising Income      8,679              -
Better Way Alberta      3,340              -
Miscellaneous/Interest Income     1,123         991 
In-kind contributions      1,000              -
Speaker & writer Honourarium        350     1,475 
Sublease                -    4,810 
Expense Reimbursement               -     2,651 
                   346,717                258,105 
Operating Expenditures     
Staffing                  200,479                165,650 
Communications & Outreach   19,795   13,684 
Rental                      15,082   18,782 
Amortization       5,239     4,900 
Audit Fees       5,200     3,928 
Telecommunications      4,115     3,987 
Insurance       1,487     2,024 
Janitorial       1,449        982 
Stationery & Supplies      1,356     1,289 
Board Meetings       1,319     1,400 
Annual General Meeting      1,082     1,351 
Miscellaneous          747         137 
Interest & Bank Charges         449        463 
Equipment/Programs         191     1,153 
Furniture             73         286 
Re-location Costs               -    1,726 
                   258,063                221,742 
     

Statement of Operations - 
Year Ended March 31, 2012   
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 2012                         2011
Program Costs     
Childcare Task Force           97       248 
Democracy Task Force     5,102    3,438 
Education Task Force         147          75 
Environment Task Force     1,354        958  
Human Services & Poverty Task Force   2,668    3,241 
Post-Secondary Education Task Force      400       186 
Privatization Task Force              -   3,456  
Seniors Task Force     5,195        513 
Join Together Alberta Campaign                  44,639    1,517 
Mobilizers                    10,047   
Better Way Alberta     1,406             -
2010 Conference                               -                 24,376 
2011 Conference                    25,609            0 
                     96,664                  38,008 

Excess of Revenues over     
Operating Expenses                  (8,010)                (1,645)
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WWW.PIALBERTA.ORG

Public Interest Alberta
3rd Floor, 10512 - 122 Street

Edmonton, Alberta   T5N 1M6
Phone: (780) 420-0471   Fax: (780) 420-0435

E-mail: office@pialberta.org
Facebook Fan Page: facebook.com/PIAlberta

Twitter @PIAlberta:twitter.com/PIAlberta

Public Interest Alberta (PIA) is a non-partisan province-wide organization 
focused on education and advocacy on public interest issues.  PIA exists to 
foster in Albertans an understanding of the importance of public services, 

institutions and spaces in Albertans’ lives, and to build a network of 
organizations and individuals committed to advancing the public interest.


