
The sole purpose of the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross Foun-
dation is to help subsidize the for-
mation of seminarians and priests, 
many of whom will serve as Church 
leaders for the next generation. We 

especially help those from poor dio-
ceses who could not afford it other-
wise. It is our sole purpose, but it 
is also our soul purpose. Our semi-
narians and student-priests will 
return to their countries to reach 
many souls with the Good News of 
Jesus Christ.

You are reading this newslet-
ter right now because you already 
recognize this important work of 
the Holy Spirit throughout the 
world. Your investment in the fu-
ture priest-leaders is reaping eternal 
benefits. It is truly “our” purpose, 
because every donor is an integral 
member of our spiritual family.

The cost to educate a seminarian 
or priest at Santa Croce is $30,000 
annually (inclusive of tuition, 
books, room/board, and medical 
insurance). That’s quite a bargain 
when compared to similar costs 
in the United States. A four year 
sponsorship ($120,000) allows a 
seminarian/priest with high po-
tential to take his place among the 
next generation of Church leaders.

In 2015-16, we received over 
500 requests for sponsorships from 
bishops all over the world. Unfor-
tunately, of all the applicants who 
qualified academically, we only had 
the funds to support 230 sponsor-
ships. We were forced to turn away 
70 deserving students due to lack 
of funds.

If you receive our weekly e-news-
letter, you will be familiar with the 
remarkable stories of many stu-

dents being sponsored today. Here 
are a few samples:

Fr. Jeannot Leno from the Re-
public of Guinea in West Africa 
was raised in one of the tradition-
al African religions: “The Sacred 
Wood.” However, by the grace of 
God, a priest came to his village 
and he was baptized when 17 years 
old and ordained a priest in 2007. 
His bishop sent him to serve in a 
mission where Catholics lived in 
constant fear of death. Police offi-
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Rev. Prof. Philip Goyret, Vice Rector 
at the Pontifical University of the Holy 
Cross, grew up in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. Before his ordination, he 
was an industrial engineer. Now he 
teaches ecclesiology in addition to his 
duties as Vice-Rector and Assistant 
Dean of the Theology department. 
He traveled to the United States in 
September, making visits to New 
York, New Jersey, Connecticut, North 
Carolina, and Washington, DC to help 
raise sponsorships for deserving 
Santa Croce students. New students receiving orientation 

information at New Student Welcome 
Day in October.



The Thursday following the Inau-
guration Mass was set aside to wel-
come new students and to give them 

additional information about the uni-
versity.

After the introductory speech of the 
Rector, Msgr Luis Romera, and a buf-
fet in the courtyard, the Rev. Prof. Ser-
gio Tapia, President of the Alumni As-
sociation, explained the content of the 
orientation session.

In 2003, Professor Tapia began serv-
ing on the Faculty of the School of 
Church Communication of the Pon-
tifical University of the Holy Cross 
where he is currently Professor of Pub-
lic Speaking and Media Training. He 
also assists with Santa Croce’s Center 
for Priestly Formation where he and 

Professor Alberto Gil teach a seminar 
on the Art of Preaching.  

Rev. Prof. Sergio Tapia helps orient new 
students to the university. In addition to 
teaching Church communications, Prof. 
Tapia has interests in the philosophy of 
conversation, new religious movements, and 
the history of contemporary music.

OUR SOLE PURPOSE...

New students will pursue advanced 
degrees in one of Santa Croce’s four 
main schools: Theology, Canon Law, 
Communications, Philosophy – or in 

one of their special institutes such as 
Higher Religious Studies or the Center 

for Priestly Formation.

cers have to guard the church because 
of the threats from jihadists. Fr. Jean-
not says, “Though we lived in fear, my 
faith was strengthened.” 

Because of the generosity of our do-
nors, Fr. Jeannot is now studying at 
Santa Croce.

“John” is a seminarian from China. 
He has been studying in Rome for 
five years, but has never returned to 
China to see his family during this 
time because “it would be too risky.” 
He knows of another Chinese priest 
whose passport and documents were 
taken away from him when he re-
turned from Rome. He writes, “I 
would like to thank all my benefac-
tors, to assure you that I will continue 
with the studies God has planned for 
me, and then return to serve Chris-
tians in my country.”

John will be ordained soon, return-
ing home with a degree in Canon Law. 
He will be only one of two canon 
lawyers in his region of China. This 
would not have been possible without 
a sponsorship.

Here are four good reasons to con-
tribute to our sponsorship efforts:

BECAUSE YOU CARE ABOUT 
THE FUTURE OF THE 
CHURCH.

When the Church faces challenges 
from every direction, she needs strong 
leaders, priests, religious, and lay 
people, with a transforming love of 
the Lord and His Church and a deep 
knowledge of Catholic teaching. She 
needs people who have been trained 
and mentored by those gifted to form 
leaders.

BECAUSE YOU CARE ABOUT 
THE TRUTH.

Santa Croce is dedicated to the 
Magisterium. The future leaders who 
pass through the university come out 
with not just a knowledge of what the 
Church teaches, but also a thorough 
understanding of why the Church 
teaches it, and a commitment to shar-
ing it with others — helping Catho-
lics deepen their understanding and 
presenting the Gospel to those out-
side the Church.

BECAUSE YOU CARE ABOUT 
PEOPLE.

The Catholic Church has the good 

news everyone on earth wants. It’s 
good news about the whole of life. 
People need priests, religious, and lay 
people who have learned how to share 
the good news in thought and prac-
tice. 

BECAUSE YOU CARE ABOUT 
THE CHURCH AROUND 
THE WORLD.

Many students will go back to serve 
in places where the Church is the only 
institution dedicated to the people’s 
good. In some of these places the 
Christian influence on society and 
practice of charity are really a matter 
of life or death. For millions of peo-
ple, well-grounded Christian leaders 
make the difference between hope 
and despair.

Shashika Manoj is a seminarian 
from the small country of Sri Lanka 
where only 6% of the population is 
Catholic. He sums up the gratitude of 
all those being sponsored with these 
words: “I would like to thank all of 
you, benefactors of Santa Croce, who 
make it possible for seminarians and 
priests to study in Rome. Your help 
moves us forward on our path of fol-
lowing Christ. Thank you for helping 
me to become a priest!”  

New StudeNtS welcOme fOr AcAdemic YeAr 2015-2016

Continued from page one
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red mASS ANd iNAugurAtiON 
Of AcAdemic YeAr

A Red Mass is celebrated at Santa 
Croce at the beginning of each aca-
demic year. The worshipers seek 
guidance from the Holy Spirit for all 
who have responsibility in this sacred 
duty of teaching the Catholic faith. It 
is called a Red Mass due to the red 
vestments worn in symbolism of the 
tongues of fire (the Holy Spirit) that 
descended on the Apostles at Pente-
cost (Acts 2:1-4). 

“The Holy Mass that we celebrate 
today marks the beginning of a new 
academic year and also a new stage 
in our encounter with God. I invite 
you all to look to the example of Our 
Lady, who, from the moment of the 
Annunciation, and throughout her 
entire life, used every activity as a new 
way of being with God, a new way to 
grow closer to Him.” These were the 

words of Bishop Javier Echevarría, the 
Prelate of Opus Dei and Chancellor 
of the University, during his Inaugu-
ral Mass homily on October 5th in 
the Sant’Apollinare Basilica. 

In his homily, before the entire staff 
and student body of Santa Croce, 
Bishop Echevarría went on to speak 
about the heart of the university, Jesus 
Christ in the Eucharist, and the im-
portance of having a deep Eucharistic 
life. “We are all called to have Jesus in 
the Blessed Sacrament as the center of 
our spiritual lives. This is a devotion 
that can grow through visiting Him 
more and more right here, as many of 
you do with love each day. Eucharistic 
devotion moves us to offer our work 
and our studies to the Lord, especially 
the Pope’s intentions during this spe-
cial time dedicated to reflecting on 
the family.”

Following the Mass on Monday 
morning, the marble halls of Santa 
Croce were once again filled with 
echoes of laughter and chatter. After 
three months of summer the univer-
sity officially re-opened its doors to 
students old and new for the begin-
ning of the fall semester. 

At the conclusion of the ceremony, 
everyone gathered in the courtyard 

of the university for refreshments. 
Students reunited with friends and 
professors, sharing memories of time 
spent with family, and their hope and 
excitement for the coming year. 

Please keep Santa Croce students 
and staff in your prayers during this 
new academic year, and know that 
you and your families are especially 
in ours.  

Students, staff, and professors dressed in their 
academic attire, made their way downstairs to 
the John Paul II Auditorium for the inauguration 
ceremony and lecture. Pictured above (left to 
right) are professors from the Communications 
department: Prof. Diego Contreras, Prof. Jorge 
Milán, and Rev. Prof. John Wauck.

“Let us invoke Mary, the Mother of the Church and Queen of the family, entrusting 
all the families of the world to her, that with motherly aid she might teach us to 
abandon ourselves into the loving hands of Our Lord.” – Bishop Javier Echevarría

At the dais are (left to right) Rev. Prof. Phillip Goyret 
(Vice-Rector), Msgr. Prof. Fernando Ocáriz (Vice-

Chancellor), Bishop Javier Echevarría (Chancellor), 
Rev. Prof. Luis Romera (Rector), Rev. Prof. Pablo 

Gefaell (Vice-Rector Academic Affairs).

The Inaugural Lecture was delivered by 
The Rev. Prof. Martin Schlag, professor 
of moral theology, whose topic was 
Finance and the Tradition of Catholic 
Social Thought. 3



Just a few months ago, tens of thou-
sands gathered in Philadelphia, Wash-
ington, DC, and New York City to 
see Pope Francis and hear what he has 
to say. He spoke to a joint session of 
Congress, addressed the United Na-
tions, and promoted Christian fam-
ily life the day following The World 
Meeting of Families (held every three 
years, this year’s event was in Phila-
delphia, September 22-26).

Most people depended on reports 
from television, radio, newspapers, or 
magazines to learn the details of the 
Pope’s visit and message. But the ac-
curacy of those reports depends on 
journalists having a solid understand-
ing of Church matters. The Catholic 
Church is unfamiliar territory for 
many reporters — even those who 
specialize in covering religion in the 
media. Therefore, the 66th Annual 
Religious Newswriters Association 
(RNA) Conference (August 27-30), 
included a full-day of sessions related 
to the papal visit.

Because of its outstanding repu-
tation in Church communications, 
RNA asked the Pontifical University 
of the Holy Cross to organize and 

provide two dozen experts for six 
panel sessions. Other sponsors for the 
seminar on August 28th were Colum-
bia Magazine (the monthly publica-
tion of the Knights of Columbus) and 
Our Sunday Visitor. 

The Philadelphia seminar was a 
shorter version of a week-long pro-
gram, “The Church Up Close: Cov-
ering Catholicism in the Age of Fran-
cis,” offered in Rome every two years, 
designed for journalists who cover 
the Catholic Church. The next Rome 
edition of the seminar will take place 
from Sept. 5-11, 2016.

In addition to more than 200 re-
porters who attended the conference 
at Lowes Philadelphia Hotel, any re-

porter could gain access to recordings 
of the speakers via the internet. Santa 
Croce was honored to play an impor-
tant role to inform influential news 
outlets and reporters about the wide-
spread services offered by the Church 
in the United States as well as its posi-
tions in matters of faith, morality and 
ethics.  

COMMUNICATING THE FAITH

Santa Croce School of Church Communication Cohost Seminar

PrePAriNg JOurNAliStS fOr 
POPe frANciS’ ViSit

Rev. Prof. John Wauck, Professor of Communications at Santa Croce, 
moderated two of the sessions: “Pope Francis: Myths and Realities” and “The 
Bishop’s Panel on Pope Francis and His Visit.” The bishops’ panel, pictured 
above from left to right: included Most Reverend Charles J. Chaput, Archbishop 
of Philadelphia, Rev. Prof. John Wauck, Most Reverend Joseph E. Kurtz , 
President of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops, Most Reverend Bernadito 
C. Auza, Permanent Observer to the United Nations.

Archbishop Chaput of Philadelphia 
speaking with a journalist following the 
bishop’s panel.

After each session, reporters were 
able to ask the panelists questions.
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Donna Farrell, executive Director for 
World Meeting of Families, spoke 
about the importance of the event 
for Philadelphia. The last papal visit 
to Philadelphia (John Paul II) was in 
1979. The opening Mass with Pope 
Francis was concelebrated by 600 
cardinals, bishops, and priests.

Jamie Lynn Black, a 
communications student at Santa 
Croce, served as a summer intern 
in Philadelphia helping to prepare 
for the World Meeting of Families. 
A native of New Jersey, her 
life-long interest in journalism led to 
completing a journalism degree at 
the University of South Carolina. A 
commitment to her Catholic faith, 
nourished by pro-life activity and 
involvement with the Newman Club 
in college, led her to combine her 
faith and journalistic skills. Jamie 
has two more years at Santa Croce 
before completing her degree. 
Jamie hosted the Santa Croce 
exhibitor’s table during the RNS 
conference.

Prof. Daniel Arasa, Professor of 
Church Communications at Santa 
Croce, moderated the session: “What 
to Expect from Francis: An Insider’s 
View.” Speakers included Guzmán 
Miguel Carriquiry Lecour, Secretary of 
the Pontifical Commission for Latin 
America; and Rev. Thomas Rosica, 
English Language Assistant for the 
Holy See Press Office.

Carriquiry explained the pastoral 
nature of the Pope’s visit saying that 
“he is a witness of the compassion 
and tenderness of God who is rich in 
mercy.” Carriquiry said that if we 
forget this essential point, and try to 
understand the Pope’s message in 
political terms, then “we run the risk 
of disproportionately accentuating the 
bits and pieces without discovering its 
totality and unity.”

Prof. Yago De La Cierva teaches Social 
Institutional Communication at the Pontifical 
University of the Holy Cross, including 
“Communication in Church Events.” He also 
teaches corporate communications in IESE 
Business School (University of Navarra, 
Barcelona, Spain) 

Two of his specialties are crisis 
management and events organization as a 
communication tool. He was the executive Director of World Youth Day in Madrid 
(2011). Pope Francis appointed him in 2014 as a member of the Pontifical Council for 
the Laity, the Vatican department responsible for assisting the pope in his dealings 
with the laity and lay ecclesiastical movements, including World Youth Day

He founded and directed the international TV news agency ROMEreports that 
operates daily services in English and Spanish. In 2015, he published Troubled 
waters: An Ethical Approach to Crisis Management (in Spanish, with English version 
projected for 2016 publication). 

Dr. Cierva volunteered his time and expertise to the planners of World Meeting of 
Families. His experience in the United States, dealing with our laws and culture, has 
provided him new insights on communications and events management to bring 
back to his students at Santa Croce.

April 3-8, 2016
Equipping Catholics in  
the ‘Next America’  
from the Heart of Rome

For More Information:
www.Napa-Institute.org
email: events@napa-institute.org

Cost: $2000 
Includes the events, talks and meals. 
Excludes travel and room cost. 
Please reach out to Jean Jacoby to book 
your hotel room at Jumeirah: 
jjacoby@napa-institute.org | 310.487.3480
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DONOR SPOTLIGHT

Rob Hays doesn’t consider himself 
a “real” alumnus of Santa Croce since 
he only studied philosophy there for 
one year. But his enthusiasm for the 
educational and spiritual formation 
he received there has not lessened, 
even after spending the next twelve 
years in the world of business and fi-
nance. How that all transpired and 
how it has impacted his life is the 
story of this donor profile. 

As a cradle Catholic growing up in 
Tulsa, Oklahoma, Rob experienced 
a typical Catholic upbringing. One 
significant influence was that Rob’s 
father had converted to Catholicism 
and as a successful businessman, nev-
er forgot his primary commitments to 
faith and family. When Rob traveled 
east to attend Princeton University, 
he expected to follow in his father’s 
business footsteps.

At Princeton, Rob’s Catholic faith 
was challenged. While many college 
students lose their faith under pres-
sure, Rob was energized to learn more 
about his Catholic faith. Immediately 
after graduation, Rob went to work 
on Wall Street for a global investment 
bank, spending 80 and 90 hour work 
weeks in mergers and acquisitions. 
It only took one year to realize that 
this was not a healthy lifestyle and it 
caused Rob to begin to question his 
personal vocation in life.

His Catholic friends suggested that 
he enroll at Santa Croce to discern 
God’s calling. It was here that he 
abandoned himself to take whatever 
path God showed him. In Rob’s case, 
he discovered that God was calling 
him to the married life.

While in Rome, his friendship with 
a younger Princeton student, Alicia, 
blossomed through their regular cor-
respondence. A few years later, they 
were married and started a family in 
Dallas, Texas. Today, Rob and Ali-
cia find ways to pass on the beautiful 
teachings of the Church, not only to 
their five children, but to friends and 

business associates. 

Seven years ago, Rob started the 
Business Ethics Forum in Dallas 

for senior level business leaders which 
meets four times a year to spend time 
discussing how Catholic social teach-
ing can apply to specific business case 
studies. More than 150 different busi-
ness leaders in the Dallas area have 
benefited from these meetings, learn-
ing Catholic concepts such as the 
common good, human dignity, and 
subsidiarity. People are amazed to 
learn that basic Catholic philosophi-

cal and theological principles contain 
practical answers to everyday business 
practices.

Rob and Alicia also host a bimonth-
ly event called The Cottonwood Lec-
ture Series in their home. After food 
and wine, about 40 to 80 people lis-
ten to quality speakers on topics such 
as Developing Virtues in Families, 
The Importance of Formation, and 
The Future of the Priesthood. So far, 
about half the speakers have been fac-
ulty members from Santa Croce.

When asked why Santa Croce is so 
high on his list of places to support 
financially, here is Rob’s answer: “To 
me it is very important to know that 
the education is objectively well done 
– both the professors and the mate-
rial are wonderful. But in addition to 
that, and even more important to me, 
is the university’s deep understand-
ing that everyone has a God-given 
mission. It’s virtually impossible to 
leave Santa Croce without having an 
intimate relationship with our Lord. 
But also, students know that they’re 
being sent out on a mission – whether 
it’s to a parish, to the academy, or the 
business world – to be a light and to 
change lives in that place. That spirit 
of personal mission is everywhere at 
Santa Croce. When you study at Santa 
Croce you know that your formation 
does not end there … that is just the 
beginning!”

The spirit of personal mission is 
what Santa Croce has given to Rob 
Hays and countless other students. 
And that is why he encourages oth-
ers to help provide sponsorships for 
needy students around the world.”  

A SPirit Of PerSONAl miSSiON

Rob Hays

What Santa Croce Gives to Students
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In addition to your cash gifts, which 
are always needed to fund sponsor-
ships for our students annually, there 
are several ways you can help secure 
Santa Croce’s future for decades to 
come:

• Gifts of Securities

• Bequests

• Endowment

We want to be able to fund all de-
serving seminarians or graduate stu-
dent priests who are accepted into our 
programs at Santa Croce, especially 
those from very poor dioceses who 
need a full or partial scholarship. All 
gifts of cash to the Pontifical Univer-
sity of the Holy Cross Foundation 
are used for the purpose of providing 
sponsorships. These special gifts also 
help us well into the future, beyond 
the year they are received.

Some reasons to consider one of 
these special gifts:

• Gifts of appreciated securities 
are deductible at their full value 
and avoid capital gains tax. 
Sometimes such a gift will allow 
for a gift greater than might be 
possible with cash alone.

• Bequest gifts build for the 
future with just a few words! 
There are many ways to make 
a bequest to Santa Croce 
through the Foundation. 

• Endowment gifts secure sup-
port in perpetuity with no 
invasion of the principal so 
they produce income for a 
designated program year after 
year.

These gifts may afford special tax ad-
vantages for you. If you are interested 
in making such a planned gift, please 
contact us. Our Executive Direc-
tor will work with you to provide 
any information or assistance you 
require.  

The Catholic Church in Africa has grown 238 percent since 1980. Your gifts 
support poor priests where they are urgently needed.

YOUR LEGACY AT SANTA CROCE

SPeciAl YeAr-eNd gift ideAS

o Yes, I would like to consider making a special gift please contact me to discuss some gift options.

o Please send me your brochure A Brief Overview of Charitable Planning.

Name (please print) _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _    Spouse   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Address   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

City  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   State _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Zip   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Phone _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   Email   _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _  _

Michael Gilstrap  |  Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation  |  P.O. Box 4508  |  New York, NY  10163-4508.

Request foR moRe infoRmation - mAkiNg A SPeciAl gift
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The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation

P.O. Box 4508  |  New York, NY  10163-4508

Web: www.UniversityHolyCross.org

Phone: (646) 558-6490

Email: Info@UniversityHolyCross.org

The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation raises much-needed resources 
for the university’s mission. To support the university, please contact the foundation by 
phone, email, or mail.

Get to know the students who 
your financial donations help 
support.

Our brief e-newsletters 
introduce you to the people 
who make up the heart of Santa 
Croce.

Go to our website to sign up 
for your free copy, delivered 
weekly to your email inbox.

UniversityHolyCross.org

frOm All the wOrld tO All the wOrld
Our students are tremendously grateful for the unique opportunity they have to study at Santa Croce. They study 

with world-renowned thinkers, and they meet friends from every continent – all within an easy stroll of the Vatican, 
the Pantheon, and the countless other treasures of the Eternal City, and more importantly, all done for the glory of God 
and the good of His holy Church.

MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

“The professors at Santa Croce 
are excellent in their fields of 
study and also very friendly. 
The university is multi-cultural 
within the rich culture of Rome. 
I am happy to be in this fantastic 
atmosphere for learning, inside 
and outside the classroom.”
Fr. George Maram III 
Philippines

“One reason for me to study in Rome 
is to be in communion with the 
universal Church, learning how it 
functions, and opening my mind to 
new horizons. When I go back to 
Bombay to work, I will be able to 
communicate matters of faith with a 
global perspective.”
Fr. Joshan Rodrigues
Bombay, India

“Santa Croce offers an amazing am-
biance of Catholic culture where I 
can easily relate as a priest student. 
The classes are very participative, 
challenging, and informative. The 
professors know us by name and 
are there to help us. As a student 
learning Italian for the first time, 
this is a big help.”
Fr. Simon Jude Kanyike
Kampala, Uganda

Oceania

Asia

Africa

Americas

Europe

7%
7%

22%
63%

On behalf of all our students, THANK YOU! Your help makes a world of difference!

Students by Location:
nnn  Europe
nnn  Americas
nnn  Africa
nnn  Asia
nnn  Oceania (less than 1%)

Santa Croce’s current student  

body of 1,517 hail from

75 different countries!
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