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Sheila Liaugminas, host of Relevant Radio’s show “A Closer Look”, spoke
about our responsibility to share the faith on a personal level.

DIALOGUE, RESPECT, AND FREEDOM
OF EXPRESSION IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE
The faculty of Institutional
Social Communications at the
Pontifical University of the Holy
Cross keeps a keen eye on developments of media communication.
As communication technology
continues to evolve, so too does
the Church’s involvement in the
dynamic field of media.
In light of the “post truth”
climate and culture of “fake news”
that journalists today must navigate, Santa Croce hosted professionals from around the world
for their conference, “Dialogue,
Respect, and Freedom of Expression in the Public Sphere”, to share
their knowledge with other Catho-

lic communicators.
The conference is a biannual
event to strengthen mass communication skills within the Church.
For three days this past April, the
faculty of Santa Croce treated an
audience of clergy, students and
secular communicators for the
Church to the insightful presentations.
The conference carried its
participants through three sections of discourse. It opened with
theoretical framework of mass
communication, then investigated
the media context in which journalists find themselves. Finally, the
conference exposed practical situa-

tions faced in the field of communication opening up debate and
propositions among the speakers.
Among the presenters was
Sheila Liaugminas, host of Relevant Radio’s show, A Closer Look.
Liaugminas contributed her mass
media experience to the “Respect”
section of the conference. Along
with two panel members, Liaugminas spoke on values in the mass
media context. Her particular expertise comes from a wide background in journalism that includes
her current work hosting religious
and secular leaders on the radio to
present the Catholic faith in regard
to current news issues.
continued

DIALOGUE, RESPECT, AND FREEDOM
Liaugminas received the invitation to contribute to the conference
with special delight. She aimed to
transmit to her listeners the personal
aspect of mass communication, that
is, maintaining the Christian responsibility to share the faith with others
and communicate on a personal level.
Also contributing to the conference from the United States, was
Dr. Richard John, professor at the
Columbia Journalism School in New
York. John presented his discourse,
“Rediscovering the Value of Freedom
of Expression: Lessons from History”.
In his presentation, the history and
journalism expert took the audience

back to 17th century England in an
informative lecture on this modern
origin of the idea of free expression.
Developing from 17th century
debates on religious toleration when
free expression was “spatially bound
and temporally limited,” John said
our current context of communication is greatly liberated by media
technology.
Throughout the conference, participants and presenters were able to
meet a wide variety of individuals involved in communication for the
Church. Professor John said he enjoyed
this networking opportunity and
found the conference stimulating.

Dr. Richard John, Professor of
History and Communications at
Columbia Journalism School in New
York City.

Symposium on Religious Freedom
On Monday, June 25, 2018, the
university hosted the meeting “Defending International Religious Freedom: Partnership and Action”, promoted by the U.S. Embassy to the
Holy See in collaboration with Aid to
the Church in Need and the Community of Sant’Egidio.

“It is a dangerous time to be a person of
faith,” said U.S. Ambassador Callista L.
Gingrich (pictured above) at the one-day
symposium on religious liberty.
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Among those participating were
Ambassador Callista L. Gingrich, the
representatives of the Yazidi and Rohingya communities, Cardinal Leonardo Sandri (Prefect of the Congregation for the Oriental Churches),
Cardinal Joseph Coutts (Archbishop
of Karachi), and Vatican Secretary of
State Cardinal Pietro Parolin.
The meeting was a precursor to
the historic “Ministerial to Advance
Religious Freedom” scheduled for
July in Washington, D.C. That gathering “will seek new commitments
from like-minded governments to
structure a fund to support the work
of those who defend religious freedom,” Gingrich said.
The ambassador discussed the
State Department’s 2017 International Religious Freedom Report, which
highlighted the serious violations of
religious liberty in many places
around the world. As one example,
she cited Nicolas Maduro’s socialist
dictatorship in Venezuela, which attacks Catholics for exposing the needs
of the suffering populace.
Over 200 million Christians
worldwide facing “severe persecu-
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tion,” a disturbing fact of which many
are unaware. At two sessions, genocide survivors recounted the harrowing stories of their brutal persecution.
Ms. Salwa Khalaf Rasho, a Yazidi woman who was enslaved by the
Islamic State in 2014, said that she
and other persecuted religious minorities “have nothing beautiful in our
lives to discuss.”
For his part, Cardinal Joseph
Coutts, Archbishop of Karachi, Pakistan, detailed how Islamic extremists
have eaten away at the religious freedom supposedly guaranteed by their
constitution.
“Religious freedom is not just
one more right alongside others,” said
Father Luis Navarro (Rector at
Santa Croce) in his address to the
symposium, but along with the right
to life, is on a “higher level than all
other rights” according to the teachings of Saint John Paul II.
In his closing remarks, the Vatican’s Secretary of State, Cardinal Pietro Parolin, called for “full respect of
the rule of law,” allowing natural law
to govern the lives of all persons equal
in dignity.

INSIDE SANTA CROCE

A QUESTION OF IDENTITY
On May 23rd, the faculty of
communications hosted Daniel
Mattson, author of Why I Don’t Call
Myself Gay, to give his testimony of
peace found in the Christian faith in
regards to homosexual orientation.
Mattson’s address at Santa Croce,
“How I Reclaimed Myself in My
Sexual Reality and Found Peace”, occured as a collaboration between the
university and Courage International,
which assisted Mattson to translate
his book into Italian and organized
a tour for him to personally give his
testimony around the country.
In his talk, Mattson explained
Church teaching of chastity from a
first-person vantage point in hopes
of enlightening others to the peacegiving truth.
“The main focus of my book is
a question of identity; ‘who am I?’. In
this world where we say that feelings
– especially in this realm of human
sexuality – are what define you, I argue that feelings are not a reliable indicator of what is true,” said Mattson.
“The truth of my identity is
that I am a son of God, I am a man,
made in the image and likeness of
God and there is a certain reality that
is inscribed in my body in the sexual
realm, and in order to have a life of
peace and fulfillment, I need to live
in accordance with reality, and that is
not engaging in sexual relationships
with someone of the same sex.”
Mattson’s message of truth in
terms of homosexuality is not widely
disseminated among today’s modern
culture of sex, giving greater value
to his written work and his travels
abroad to share his message.
“Chastity is good news,” Mattson explained. “A lot of people say
[chastity] is the last place on earth
where a homosexual person will find

Daniel Mattson, author of Why I Don’t Call Myself Gay: How I Reclaimed My
Sexual Reality and Found Peace (Ignatius Press, 2017) with Fr. José María La
Porte, Dean of Santa Croce.

happiness, but it is the only place on
earth where he will find happiness.”
Mattson rooted his talk in
natural law, explaining the necessity
to guide one’s passions with virtue.
While feelings seem natural to the
person, feelings must correspond to
the corporal reality of being made
man or woman. With this, Mattson
articulated the complimentary nature
of man and woman.
“There has been a long history
of looking at homosexuality, and two
arguments have been developed: that
the homosexual person is a social construct, and that homosexuality is innately in the person... but here is the
reality: my body shows that, sexually,

I am made for a woman. I don’t have
a reproductive system, I have half a
reproductive system; a woman has
the other half... So, it makes no sense
to say, ‘I am born for a man,’ when
I am clearly born to have sex with a
woman; that is my nature.”
Mattson responded to opposition to chastity saying that arguments
in favor of homosexuality have needed to assert homosexuality is innate
to the person in order to support the
political movement we see today.
“The commandments of God
are there to protect us. They are a
guardrail from having us fall into destruction and it’s in every area of human life, not just this area.”
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

Charisms of the World Conference
In a recent conference hosted by
Santa Croce, guest and university faculty addressed the loss of charisms
within the Church.
The Catholic faith transcends
differences such as culture and geography, and is instead a global community of diverse believers. Charisms are
the various gifts received from the
Holy Spirit among the Church faithful, which demonstrate the rich diversity of God’s people.
These gifts are that of “different
eyes,” said Professor Luigino Bruni of
the Free University of Studies of Mary
Most Holy Assumption (LUMSA).
“To see the world a different way.”
In recent years however, the
Catholic faithful have shied away
from charismatic diversity and open
reception of these gifts from the Holy
Spirit has diminished.
“The challenge of this changing
epoch is the death of charisms,”
PUHC Trinitarian theology Professor Giulio Masparo said.
Masparo referred to a poem, The
Grand Inquisitor from Dostoevsky’s
book, The Brothers Karamazov, as

foretelling this crisis of loss
of charisms in the Church.
In his poem, Dostoevsky
articulates three fallacies
that, according to Masparo, mirror the three temptations with which Jesus
was presented by the devil
in the desert. Christians
today are tempted to view
charisms with belief in
these fallacies as well, explained Masparo.
The first fallacy that Catholics
are tempted to associate with charisms
is the quality of being miraculous,
said Masparo, a belief that leads
Christians to view a charism as something removed from their own, natural life. A second fallacy that also misleads the faithful, is to sacralize the
charism in a relativistic way, not
viewing spiritual gifts as truly coming
from God.
A third false view that Masparo
articulated that people have of the
charisms is that a charism must be
ruled by an authority. This is the
temptation to not work through ones

World Africa Day
On May 24, 2018, for World Africa Day, the University hosted a meeting on Challenges of Africa in 2018,
from a social, political and cultural
point of view. World Africa Day is the
annual commemoration of the foundation of the Organisation of African Unity on 25 May 1963.
The speakers were journalists Stephen Ogongo (Stranieri in Italia), Filomeno Lopes (Radio Vaticana) and Fortuna Mambulu Ekutsi (Signis). The
meeting was organized in collaboration
with Harambee Africa International.
Pictured on right is Filomeno Lopes
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Fr. Guilio Maspero, PUHC
Professor of Trinitarian Theology.

own “self-weakness” said Masparo,
but to rely on an authority outside of
the supervision of a person’s own conscience.
The speakers at the Holy Cross
conference on charisms transmitted
the message that the Holy Spirit’s
gifts to His faithful are real and natural gifts for the faith to be lived out
among Christ’s people.
“To talk of charisms is to talk of
life... the charisms exist,” Bruni said,
further explaining that as the people of
the Church today, we need to embrace
our modern context of receiving the
spiritual gifts from the Holy Spirit.

OUR AMERICAN IMPACT

St. Paul Catholic
Student Center
Welcomes
New Chaplain
In the heart of the University of Wisconsin campus there is a
new Catholic student center, which
opened in November 2017. The new
center is a striking contrast to the
monotone gray cement building it replaced. The new building reflects the
Church’s rich heritage of beauty in art
and architecture, most prominently
with the brightly-colored mosaic
depicting the Coronation of Mary,
based on artwork found at St. Mary
Major in Rome.
A few months before the new
center opened, Fr. Luke Syse arrived
to serve as a chaplain. This was his
first assignment after completing his
studies at Santa Croce in Rome and
his ordination in June of 2017. This
was a homecoming for Fr. Luke, who
earned an engineering degree here before entering seminary.
He joins the staff with two
other priests. Together, they minister to Catholics among a population

Fr. Luke Syse

of 43,000 students. Five
Masses on Sunday are attended by an average of
1,200 students. There is
also Mass, Confession, and
Adoration every weekday.
Over 200 students are involved in weekly activities, including 50 Catholic Bible studies around
campus. Every Thursday
night, a “Newman Dinner” is available for $3 dol- The new Student Catholic Center faces one of the busiest
areas on campus, Library Mall, where students can view the
lars with outside speakers,
beautiful mosaic containing around 300,000 colored tiles.
music, and games to help
build community.
the culture and tradition of the faith
As a twelve-year-old, Fr. Luke in Rome. The professors also made a
had once thought of the priesthood profound impact.
but, in the small town where he grew
“What I enjoyed most was that
up, there was not much peer sup- many of the professors were wonderport. He was the only boy in his First ful pastors as well as academics,” said
Communion class. At the University Fr. Luke, “In their witness to me, it
of Wisconsin, he found the Catholic was hard to distinguish any priority
community he needed to grow in his between their work as priests and profaith and discover his vocation.
fessors. It was not just book learning,
At an event organized by the St. it was really a mentorship to become
Paul University Catholic Center, Fr. well-formed as a priest.”
Luke realized how much God had
Now, Fr. Luke can pass on the
given him and that was the first step great experience he had at St. Paul
toward living completely for God. He Catholic Center as an undergraduate,
began praying the Rosary, attended and the rich experience and training
Catholic retreats during his sopho- he received at Santa Croce. The minmore year, and received the strength isterial team has many exciting plans
he needed to accept God’s call for such as an expanded focus on evanhim to the priesthood.
gelization, catechesis, professional
After attending seminary in formation, leadership training, and
Michigan for philosophy, he trav- establishing more faith-based student
eled to Rome to study theology for housing.
We are glad to share another inthree years at Santa Croce. Here he
experienced the wonderful diversity spiring example of a Santa Croce alumof classmates as well as experiencing nus making an impact in America.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

God Sustains Me

Preparing to Serve in Venezuela
Santa Croce prepares seminarians
from around the world to live their
priestly vocation within the unique
challenges presented in the environment.
Seminarian Alejandro Rangel,
24, comes from the diocese of Margarita in Venezuela and has completed the
first two years of studies at Santa Croce.
The work he is looking forward to doing when he returns to Venezuela has
many challenges indeed.
“It is a harsh fact that years of
extreme-left government has ruined
the country, not only economically,
but unfortunately morally also. It is
very common to find priests who do
not have enough to eat, let alone the
economic resources needed for their
pastoral work,” Alejandro explained.
While Venezuela is a predominantly Catholic country, the lack of
basic needs inhibits the practice of the
faith by the people. “The life of a priest
in Venezuela,” said Alejandro, “consists
mainly of intense dedication to the
pastoral care of the people; celebration
of the sacraments, attention to the pastoral needs of families and especially
the young.”
While he was raised in the Catholic faith, he entered more deeply into
the faith upon meeting a priest of Opus
Dei during his university years.
“When I entered the university,
I met a priest of Opus Dei, and he
helped me a lot. He challenged me,
making me see that I should strive to
love God and be a good Christian.
His words, and above all his example,
helped me greatly. I became much closer to the parish priest who also helped
me discern, until finally I decided to
join seminary.”
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Alejandro Rangel, Diocese of Margarita, Venezuela, with Fr. Jorge Lombo,
Coordinator of Studies and author of Philosophical Anthropology An
Introduction,and Alejandro’s classmate, Br. Sheldon Burke.

“It was not an easy decision at
all,” he admits. “I had finished the
university and was working in a great
company. My family didn’t agree with
my decision. But in the end, I could
not say ‘no’ to the Lord. It seemed very
arrogant of me not to take the opportunity to accept His offer. And so, I entered the seminary and with each year
God has sustained me and affirmed
my vocation in His love.”
“My bishop, Msgr. Fernando
Castro, chose Santa Croce for my ecclesiastic studies because he trusts the academic formation given here, confident
of it being in communion with the
teachings of the magisterium.”
“It would not be possible to live
out what we study at Santa Croce if not
for the titanic effort of the professors.
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This is a crucial point –they are an
incredible faculty with love and fidelity to God, the Church, and the Holy
Father. They are people who inspire us
to always be better and never settle for
mediocrity.”
After completing his formation,
Alejandro looks forward to filling a
much-needed role to serve the Catholic
faithful of Venezuela. For a nation that
has been depleted of so many things,
priests offer much to help the people
persist in the faith.
“It gives me great pleasure to
imagine working for the Venezuelan
people. To help them in their difficulties, and to be a father who is always
close and ready to give his life to them.
I want to be a priest, to be holy and to
help others reach holiness.”

YOUR LEGACY AT SANTA CROCE

In June, Santa Croce welcomed a group of American seminarians for coursework
in “The Rome Experience,” an educational summer program held since 2009.

Investing in Priests
When you make a gift to Santa Croce you are making an
investment in the future leaders of the Church who will be
spread out across the world. One way to optimize your giving is to use a financial investment to ‘invest’ in the seminarians and priests studying in the heart of the Church.
Now might be an ideal time to use appreciated securities to get the most out of your giving regardless of the
state of geopolitical developments around the world. The
world-famous investor, Warren Buffet, said something
that actually has a meaning beyond its temporal thrust.
The quote that has impact in the realm of our Christian
beliefs is; “We try to think about things that are important and knowable. There are important things that are
not knowable…and there are things that are knowable,
but not important—and we don’t want to clutter up our
minds with those.”
Jesus Christ and the Catholic Church are both important and knowable. Educating leaders for the Church is
important and knowable. The future of our temporal investments is important, but somewhat uncertain and not
entirely knowable. One way to use a small part of our investments is to convert them into a gift moving them from
the unknowable to the knowable future.
Gifting of appreciated securities is also a very tax efficient
way to support Santa Croce through the Pontifical Univer-

R EQUEST

FOR

sity of the Holy Cross Foundation. Here is how it works:
• Instead of making a cash gift, use stocks, bonds or
mutual funds where you are in a winning position
• We record your gift at the fair market value while
you take an equivalent income tax deduction based
on the value that day
• You have avoided a capital gains tax which allows
you to deduct more from your taxable income
• Even if you don’t itemize under the new tax law, you
can still avoid capital gains taxes
This is a way to maximize the use of your generous gift,
as it makes the amount go further for you, while allowing
Santa Croce to receive the full benefit of your generosity!
Before you give securities, here are a few other thoughts
to keep in mind:
• If you still want to own shares in the stock you have
a big gain in, you can always turn around and buy
it back which steps-up the cost basis and will reduce
your gain later if it continues to go up
• Giving securities can help you conserve cash for
other uses
• Only use securities that you have held over 12
months
• Only gift appreciated securities
• It’s a great way to make your annual gift and take
advantage of market peaks

MORE INFOR MATION – M AKING YOUR GIFT GO FURTHER

❏ Yes, I would like to consider making a gift using a stock or other security. Please send or email (circle one) me
Stock Transfer instructions to make a gift.
❏ Please send me your new brochure A Brief Overview of Charitable Planning to consider other options.

NL318

Name (please print)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________________________________________________ State ______________ Zip____________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________

José Delgado | Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation | P.O. Box 4508 | New York, NY 10163-4508.
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MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

FROM ALL THE WORLD TO A LL THE WORLD
Our students are tremendously grateful for the unique opportunity they have to study at Santa Croce. They study
with world-renowned thinkers, and they meet friends from every continent – all within an easy stroll of the Vatican,
the Pantheon, and the countless other treasures of the Eternal City, and more importantly, all done for the glory of God
and the good of His holy Church.

“The universality of the Church with
our classmates is a richness that I
want to bring back to my diocese
in the future. As well, the work of
our professors here is truly beautiful
work because they give us a true and
profound basis in Church teaching.”
Lonnys Larez
Licentiate Theology (seminarian)
Venezuela

“I am grateful to study here above
all because my studies have been an
encounter with Christ. It is not merely
an academic necessity but it is truly an
occasion to grow in your relationship
with Jesus Christ.”
Giorgio Ghigo
Licentiate Theology (seminarian)
Italy

My experience here at the Holy Cross
has been beautiful. I have many
students around me studying and
seeking to reflect on our faith. It is a
beautiful thing that we arrived here to
study in the sense that we seek to learn
in order to teach others thereafter.”
Rodrigo Avitua
Licentiate Theology (seminarian)
Mexico

O

SANTA CROCE’S 1,600 STUDENTS
HAIL FROM 86 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES!
On behalf of all our students, THANK YOU!
Your help makes a world of difference!

STUDENTS BY LOCATION :

■■■
■■■
■■■
■■■
■■■

Europe
Americas
Africa
Asia
Oceania (less than 1%)

Web:
www.UniversityHolyCross.org
Phone: (646) 558-6490
Email: Info@UniversityHolyCross.org
The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation raises much-needed resources
for the university’s mission. To support the university, please contact the foundation by
phone, email, or mail.
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10%

45%
33%

Get to know the students who
your financial donations help
support.
Our brief e-newsletters
introduce you to the people
who make up the heart of Santa
Croce.

Go to our website to sign up
for your free copy, delivered
bi-weekly to your email inbox.
UniversityHolyCross.org
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