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“Your goal must not be just to pass your exams or even to learn many things; your goal is always
identification with Christ, your goal is holiness,” Msgr. Ocáriz reminded students in his homily.
“God calls all of us to holiness and sends His Holy Spirit for each and every one of us.”

HOLINESS AT THE HEART
OF OUR STUDIES
October 8, 2018 officially
marked the beginning of a new
academic year at the Pontifical
University of the Holy Cross.
Hundreds of students and professors gathered in the adjoining Basilica of Sant’Apollinare to commemorate the occasion with a
Mass celebrated by the Prelate of
Opus Dei and Grand Chancellor
of the university, Monsignor Fernando Ocáriz, which was followed
by an inaugural lecture on “The

Christian Ideal and Commitment
in the World: Three Lay Persons of
the 16th Century”, given by Mr.
Luis Martínez Ferrer, Professor of
Church History.
Each academic year begins
with a Mass of the Holy Spirit, in
which all those involved in the life
of the university are invited to ask
the Holy Spirit for the grace to, in
the words of Msgr. Ocáriz, “become docile instruments of His action in the Church and in the

world”, so as to be led “to the truth
in its entirety”, both intellectually
and spiritually.
While Santa Croce is primarily an institution of higher learning, it takes great care to ensure
that its students receive human
and spiritual formation, as well.
The universal call to holiness in
the everyday circumstances of life
lies at the very heart of the university’s mission, and it is with this
perspective that all students –
continued
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whether clergy, religious or lay – are
invited to approach their studies.
For this reason, in his inaugural
speech, the Grand Chancellor, echoing the words of Pope Francis in the
recent apostolic constitution Veritatis
Gaudium: On Ecclesiastical Universities
and Faculties, spoke of the need to
place one’s studies at the service of the
Gospel, emphasizing that the “heart of
our studies must always be the authenticity of the Christian message” and
the fundamental aim to serve the

Church and society as a whole.
The inaugural lecture given by
Prof. Martínez Ferrer tied together
many of these themes, presenting the
figures of three lay people who left their
homelands to spend their lives at the
service of the evangelization towards
the end of the 16th century: Catalina
de Bustamante, Pedro López de Medina, and Antonio Emanuele Nsaku ne
Vunda, all of whom “lived out the
Catholic Faith in an admirable way, as
witnesses of Christian excellence.”

Prof. Ferrer gave the inaugural lecture in the John
Paul II auditorium.

Professor Ferrer reminded his audience that the founder of Opus Dei,
St. Josemaría Escrivá, considered “the
laity as active and responsible members
of the Church and in the Church, who
must pursue sanctification, not at the
edge of many human activities, but in
fulfilling worldly commitments as a
path to holiness.” The lives of the three
people he chose as examples from history are summarized on page 3.

Priests and seminarians in the Basilica of
Sant’Apollinare for the Inaugural Mass.
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HOLINESS AT THE HEART OF OUR STUDIES

A statue in Texicano was inscribed:
“Maestra Catalina de Bustamante,
first educator of America.”

In 1582, the Hospital of the
Epiphany was dedicated to the
Magi, symbolizing the diversity of
races it served.

This fresco of Pope Paul V giving
Antonio a blessing on his death bed
is found in the corridor of the Vatican
Museum leading to the Sistine Chapel.

Catalina de Bustamante (born in
Spain around 1490) was a Third Order Franciscan who moved to Mexico
with her husband. She strove to educate indigenous women to protect
them from abuses of the conquistadores as well as for their evangelization.
After the death of her husband, she
continued to teach young women according to the Spanish family model, based on monogamous marriage
and free consent. When she learned
of abuses of indigenous women, she
went to her bishop and received permission to write to the King of Spain.
She even returned to Spain to explain
the problems of indigenous women
directly to Queen Isabella. As a result,
more teachers were sent to Mexico.

Pedro López de Medina (born in
Spain in 1527) was a doctor who,
around 1550, moved to Mexico for
the last 40 years of his life. He was a
successful doctor and real estate entrepreneur, married, and the father of
five children. Two of his sons became
priests and Pedro’s patients included
some religious communities including the Dominicans. He founded
St. Lázaro hospital for lepers in 1572
and Hospital of the Epiphany in 1582
which welcomed blacks, mulatoes
(mixed black and white), and mestizo
(European and Mexican). This hospital was also known as Our Lady of
the Desamparados (meaning homeless, helpless, or forsaken) and dedicated to Our Lady of the Forsaken.

Antonio Emanuele Nsaku ne Vunda was born in the ancient Kingdom of Congo, Africa. Since Congo
considered itself a Christian country
since the late 1590s, their monarch
wrote to the Pope in 1595 asking
for his prayers and fatherly protection. The king urged the sending of
Spanish missionaries and asked for
religious ornaments, tabernacles, and
books for worship. Antonio was sent
to Rome as an ambassador in 1604,
but due to storms and other misfortunes did not arrive until more than
a year later. Among the difficulties
Antonio faced was poor health. The
ambassador’s sacrifices paved the way
for Italian Capuchin priests to begin
missionary work in the Congo.

(L to R) Prof. Ferrer, Rev. Prof. Martínez (Vice Rector of Academic Affairs), Rev. Prof. Navarro (Rector), Prof. Msgr.
Ocáriz (Grand Chancellor), Prof. Msgr. Rodrigues Luño (Vice Rector), Rev. Prof. Goyret (Dean, School of Theology)
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UNIVERSITY NEWS

New Progr ams on
Marriage and the Family
In response to a new Instruction
given by the Congregation for Catholic
Education, the Faculty of Canon Law
is now offering two new one-year programs, one in Marriage and Procedural Law and one in Marriage and Family Consulting. The programs provide
a solid theological and juridical formation for those working with ecclesiastical tribunals and pastoral initiatives
regarding the family.
The dispositions of the 2015 reform of the marriage nullity process,
brought about by Pope Francis’ motu
proprio Mitis Iudex Dominus Iesus,
call for increased personnel resources

to carry out a variety of new roles requiring a certain level of competence
and specific preparation in relevant
areas of theology and canon law.
Some of these roles, especially those
most directly involved with marriage
nullity, are more technical in nature,
while others have to do with family
counseling or pastoral initiatives for
divorced and civilly remarried members of the faithful.
A higher degree (doctorate, or at
least licentiate) in canon law is required of those who hold certain offices in ecclesiastical tribunals, such
as that of judicial vicar, judge or defender of the bond.
However, there are many
other roles within the
marriage nullity process
that, while requiring
personal integrity and
certain levels of expertise, do not require a degree in canon law; the
same is true for many of
the roles foreseen by the
reform in the area of pastoral family consulting.
This second category is where Santa Croce’s
new program enters into
play. Its aim is to provide
quality formation for
tribunal operators and
individuals collaborating
in diocesan family pastoral initiatives, in those
fields that most closely
pertain to marriage and
Rev. Prof. Hector Franceschi teaches matrimonial canon
law and the director of Santa Croce’s Center for Juridical the family.
These
programs
Studies on the Family.
ensure that such person4
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nel receive a solid foundation in essential areas such as anthropology,
psychology, sacramental and moral
theology, the fundamentals of canon
law, and marriage and procedural
law, as needed for roles that do not require a higher degree yet still depend
on a certain level of precise, technical
expertise.
Essentially, the two new programs offer a condensed course of
study that bridges the gap between
merely self-directed study and a full
degree program that would otherwise
last between three and five years, providing a valuable opportunity for individuals who wish to be well-formed
in select aspects of theology and canon law.
This exciting new initiative will
facilitate the qualified and effective
collaboration of laity, religious, and
clergy in the marriage nullity process
or family pastoral initiatives, which is
so very necessary today.

OUR AMERICAN IMPACT

Building Bridges Across Cultures
When he was a 15 year-old high
school sophomore, Peter Faulk traveled from Louisiana to Denver, Colorado to attend the 1993 World Youth
Day. The impact of hearing St. Pope
John Paul II inspired Peter to foster a
personal relationship with Christ that
ultimately led to discerning his vocation as a priest.
After a period of secular university studies, Peter’s bishop sent him to
St. Joseph Seminary in Covington,
Louisiana (for philosophy). He then
attended Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio (for theology) and was ordained in 2006. His
first assignment was as an associate
pastor in two parishes along with being assigned to work in the area of
youth evangelization.
Due to the increasing numbers
of Catholic Latino immigrants coming to Louisiana as agricultural workers, the bishop needed more priests
who could speak Spanish. Fr. Peter
was sent to a seminary in Mexico for
an extended period of full-immersion
to learn the Spanish language.

Fr. Peter with Fr. Taylor Reynolds
(on right) a diocesan priest who will
graduate from Santa Croce with JCL
in Canon Law in 2019

Upon returning to the Diocese of
Alexandria, Fr. Peter
worked for several
years to help serve
the Latino community of approximately 2,000 families. In
addition to his work
with immigrants, he
assisted as an assessor in the Diocesan
Tribunal to review Fr. Peter addressing a meeting for National Hispanic
marriage annulment Ministry Leaders in Dallas, Texas.
cases as well as other
Fr. Peter has found that the LaChurch law matters. Fr. Peter’s facilitino population “love it” and that this
ty with languages and canon law led
would probably never have happened
the Judicial Vicar of the Tribunal to
without the influence of his time in
consider the possibility of having him
Rome. He says, “Many of these
travel to Rome, learn Italian, and
ideas and initiatives were born out
study for a degree in canon law.
of the principles of the Second VatWhen seeking advice as to where
ican Council, the Law of the
to study canon law, the overwhelming
Church and its role in the New
recommendation was The Pontifical
Evangelization which were integral
University of the Holy Cross. After
components of the formation at
completing his three-year program in
Santa Croce. The goal at
Rome, Fr. Peter returned to his dioSanta Croce is for students to take
cese to replace the retiring Judicial
what they learn and apply it their
Vicar on the Tribunal. However, the
home country. I can’t recommend
needs of the Latino immigrants conthe university highly enough.”
tinued to be an important part of his
From Louisiana, to Denver, to
priestly ministry.
In addition to celebrating week- Mexico, to Rome, and back again –
end Masses in Spanish for one of the the Lord has guided this alumnus of
largest Hispanic communities, Fr. Pe- Santa Croce in ways he could never
ter is involved in lay formation for La- have imagined. Today, Fr. Peter is one
tinos. His Latin American friends of many alumni who are serving the
and fellow students from Santa Croce needs of their diocese with innovation
played a role in making Hispanic lay and evangelistic zeal.
formation very effective. Gathering in
This story of “Our American
a diocesan conference room, Fr. Peter Impact” is representative of countless
hosts interactive study programs us- examples in Catholic dioceses around
ing Skype technology to connect with the world. Thanks to your support,
native Spanish speakers who have our graduates continue to bring the
theology, biblical, as well as other ec- Gospel to new generations.
clesiastical degrees.
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STUDENT SPOTLIGHT

Called to Serve the Church
with Love
Fr. Angel Rafael Rustrian Lara
is a young priest from the Archdiocese
of San Salvador. Ordained in June of
2015, Fr. Angel was sent by his bishop
to study canon law at the Pontifical
University of the Holy Cross, chosen
because of its prestigious reputation as
a rigorous institution that is faithful to
the teachings of the Church.
The second of eight children
born into a Catholic family in Guatemala, Fr. Angel’s vocation story began
from a young age when he witnessed
the power with which the Gospel was
able to transform his parents’ marriage
and his family through their experience with the Neocatechumenal Way.
Upon finishing high school, Fr.
Angel decided to respond to the call

HOLY M ASS INTENTIONS

Masses offered for your intentions are
wonderful remembrances and tributes to
loved ones, both living and deceased. Your
Mass will be assigned to a needy student
priest as a means of his support beyond
the bare minimum of tuition, room, and
board. One hundred percent of the Mass
stipend goes to the student priest who offers the Mass.
To request a Mass online, please visit:

www.universityholycross.org
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Fr. Angel is studying Canon Law, “not just for the sake of my own personal
goals, but as another way of loving God and my neighbor.”

“to dedicate my whole life to bringing
to others the love of Christ that had
rescued me and my family”, and entered the seminary at age 18. He lives
his vocation, studies, and mission as a
priest with the desire to freely bring to
others what he has freely received from
Christ through his Church.
Now beginning his final year of
licentiate studies, Fr. Angel sees his formation in canon law as a beautiful and
necessary time of preparation that will
enable him to collaborate in the formation of seminarians and clergy upon
his return to El Salvador.
“First and foremost, my time at
Santa Croce has opened my eyes to
the importance of ongoing formation
for members of the clergy,” Fr. Angel
explains, “because the people of God
have the right to be served with a spirit
of hospitality, mercy, and love, without
sacrificing competence, efficiency, and
professionalism.”
This mission is especially important today in a country like El Salvador
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which, although culturally warm and
welcoming, suffers from high levels of
poverty and violence combined with
a fairly low standard of education.
Despite these challenges, Fr. Angel
describes how “in the midst of a difficult situation of violence and poverty,
people still listen to the voice of the
Church as a beacon of hope.”
Reflecting on his experience at
Santa Croce, Fr. Angel has been especially touched by its welcoming environment and the love with which professors approach their studies.
“Many professors have instilled
in me a love for my studies,” Fr. Angel explains. “Not just for the sake of
my own personal goals, but as another
way of loving God and my neighbor. I
think that the only way to learn virtue
is when you have received them from
other people, and ask God for the grace
to serve the Church’s faithful with the
same love with which I have been welcomed at the Pontifical University of
the Holy Cross.”

YOUR LEGACY AT SANTA CROCE

Year End Giving—Providing for the Future
With the ending of the calendar year, now is an ideal
time for you to consider giving towards a sponsorship of a
student at Santa Croce. By making a sponsorship gift now,
you will be helping one of our student priests or seminarians become a future leader in the Church. We like to say
that our students are ‘among the best and brightest, but not
among the most affluent.’ This is because many of them
are sent by their bishops from poorer dioceses around the
world to compete for a spot at Santa Croce.
The Holy Spirit has provided us with a great privilege
and a great challenge to equip priests for the Church. We
can respond through prayer and by addressing the reality
of their financial need. A full sponsorship for our poorest students is $30,000 … a quarter of this is $7,500, one
month is $2,500, and a week is $577. Every gift, regardless
of size, is very important to us.

CONSIDER

A

SPONSORSHIP

Here are three ways to create a sponsorship to help deserving students at Santa Croce:
• Outright gift in whatever amount you can
afford before year end.
• Gifts of appreciated stock offering advantages which may allow you to stretch your
giving amount.
• Virtual endowment through a bequest in
your estate plans allowing you to perpetuate
your annual gift.
Whatever means you chose to give, you can offer a lifechanging education and formation to a deserving seminarian or priest at Santa Croce. Those we sponsor will be the
hands and feet of Jesus in the world. We are helping the
entire world through our graduates to find Jesus Christ.

GIFT TODAY TO CHANGE THE

FUTURE….

❏ Yes, I would like to make a gift today. Enclosed is my gift of: ___________________ (Envelope enclosed).
❏ I would like to make a gift of an appreciated security, please send me the electronic transfer instructions on
how to do this from my brokerage account.
❏ I would like to learn more about creating a virtual endowment in my estate plans to allow me to perpetuate my
annual giving. Please contact me on how I might do this.
NL418
Name (please print)_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City ____________________________________________________________________________________________ State ______________ Zip____________________
Phone __________________________________________________________________________________________ Email ____________________________________

José Delgado | Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation | P.O. Box 4508 | New York, NY 10163-4508.
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MAKING A WORLD OF DIFFERENCE

FROM ALL THE WORLD TO A LL THE WORLD
Our students are tremendously grateful for the unique opportunity they have to study at Santa Croce. They study
with world-renowned thinkers, and they meet friends from every continent – all within an easy stroll of the Vatican,
the Pantheon, and the countless other treasures of the Eternal City, and more importantly, all done for the glory of God
and the good of His holy Church.

“The different approaches of lectures,
as well as the intercultural experience
of learning from classmates from
all over the world, gave me strong
skills to perform effectively as a
communications agent in different
tasks that the Church must accomplish
nowadays as part of a diverse and
challenging global and hyperconnected society.”

“What endears Santa Croce to me is
the fact that from the highest rank
down to those who do the cleaning,
everybody is committed to what they
do because they see it as a means of
growing in holiness – sanctification
through work.”
Fr. Eric Boateng Asare
Philosophy
Kumasi, Ghana

Fr. Luis Felipe Herrera Espaliat
Church Communications
Santiago, Chile

“I am really blessed to have the
opportunity to study at Santa Croce
because it has not only given me such
incredible intellectual formation in
my studies toward the priesthood,
but also an environment where I am
surrounded by peers and staff that
inspire me toward holiness by their
love for their faith, vocation, and
authenticity.”
Br. Sheldon Burke CRS
Philosophy
Perth, Australia

O

SANTA CROCE’S 1,485 STUDENTS
HAIL FROM 86 DIFFERENT COUNTRIES!
On behalf of all our students, THANK YOU!
Your help makes a world of difference!

STUDENTS BY LOCATION :

■■■
■■■
■■■
■■■
■■■

Europe
Americas
Africa
Asia
Oceania (1%)

Web:
www.UniversityHolyCross.org
Phone: (646) 558-6490
Email: Info@UniversityHolyCross.org
The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation raises much-needed resources
for the university’s mission. To support the university, please contact the foundation by
phone, email, or mail.
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11%

43%
35%

Get to know the students who
your financial donations help
support.
Our brief e-newsletters
introduce you to the people
who make up the heart of Santa
Croce.

Go to our website to sign up
for your free copy, delivered
bi-weekly to your email inbox.
UniversityHolyCross.org

A

A

E

© 2018 PUHCF. All Rights Reserved.

The Pontifical University of the Holy Cross Foundation
P.O. Box 4508 | New York, NY 10163-4508

10%

