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No. 1:14-cv-01471-RJL
FRIENDS OF THE CAPITAL CRESCENT
TRAIL, et al,,

Plaintiffs,

~r~ t •. ~ ~
~.

FEDERAL TRANSIT ADMINISTRATION,
et al.,

Federal Defendants,

~:~

MARYLAND TRANSIT ADMINSTRATION,

Defendant-Intervenor

I, LUCY GARLIAUSKAS, hereby declare:

1. I am the Associate Administrator for Planning and Environment for the Federal

Transit Administration ("FTA"). In this capacity I lead the Office of Planning, Office of

Environmental Programs, and the Office of Capital Project Development. These Offices address

the planning, development, and evaluation of FTA-assisted major capital investments in transit

heavy rail, light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid transit projects, known as the Capital

Investment Grants (New Starts, Small Starts and Core Capacity). In addition, I oversee the

development of policy, guidance, and training for the administration of metropolitan and

statewide transportation planning and NEPA reviews of ail FTA-assisted projects and activities.

I have served in this capacity since ZOl 1.
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Purple Line Proiect Benefits

2. Under NEPA, FTA considers the impacts, both positive and negative, upon the

natural and human environment. The Purple Line will provide significant benefits and be a

viable transit project in part because it will provide faster and more reliable east-west transit

connections ~o major activity and employment centers, provide better connections with WMATA

Metrorail service in the corridor, and improve connectivity to communities located between

WMATA Metrorail lines. See ARl 000003.

Such improvements will result in much needed. transit service that is faster, more

xeliable and has greater capacity than existing bus service to address mobility and access

deficiencies in the Purple Line corridor that are exacerbated by roadway congestion.

4. This is true even without the ridership provided by the four coruiections to

WMATA Metrorail system and supported by evidence in the Final Environmental Impact

Statement ("FEIS")

5. The Purple Line corridor's improved connectivity will improve mobility and

access to research and medical facilities such as the Forest Glenn Annex of Fort Detrick, the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and the United States Department of

Agriculture; the University of Maryland (the largest employer in Prince George's county with

13,000 employees and a student population of 37,000); Bethesda's Central Business District; and

Silver Spring downtown's Transit Oriented Development opportunities that the City is advancing

through secured $2 billion of private investment in the urban core.

b. The Purple Line will provide better access, mobility, and increased reliability of

travel far employers and employees, which is a particularly important benefit for the transit

dependent populations who rely on transit for access to those centers of employment and

economic activity. The Purple Line will provide faster transit travel times in the corridor it will
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serve than bus service because it is a direct route that will operate primarily in dedicated or

exclusive lanes, free from traffic congestion. Without the Purple Line, it is possible that impacts

on the human and natural environment would be greater in 2040. As the FEIS explains,

"Population and employment growth in the cumulative effects study area, supported by state and

county planning and zoning actions, is expected to increase local travel demand, traffic

congestion, and. demand for transit services. The Purple Line would help satisfy the transit

demand and potentially would transfer some demand from private vehicles to transit service.

Forecasted population and employment growth based. on state and county planning actions would

increase pressure on public infrastructure and services." ARl_002304. Without the Purple Line,

"[i]t is expected that increasing roadway congestion will lengthen bus running times and result in

longer travel times for cars and buses." AR1_001972. For example, the 2040 No Build

condition shows that 18 intersections (35 percent) will operate at a Level of Service ("LOS") E

or F during one or both. peak houxs, compared to 11 intersections (21 percent) under existing

conditions. ARl_001978 (Table 3-6). LOS is used to describe operational conditions within a

txaffic stream, generally in terms of such service measures as speed and travel time, freedom to

maneuver, traffic interruptions, and comfort and convenience. There are six levels of service for

a particular facility type, using letters A to F to represent them, from best to worst. LOS of E or F

represents the worst and most congested conditions. This negative impact would only be further

exacerbated if WMATA Metrorail ridership declined in the long-term.

Purple Line Ridership

7. The FEIS demonstrates that under the No Build Alternative, daily transit trips in

the Washington DC region are forecasted to grow by almost 44 percent over the 29 years from

2011 to 2040. Transit trips are forecasted to grow in the Purple Line corridor by an even ,greater
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rate of 49 percent, clearly demonstrating the growing demand for transit in the Purple Line

corridor in particular. AR1_001973 (Table 3-2).

8. The majority of Purple Line riders in 2040 (nearly 50,000 daily trips) are not

expected to connect to the WMATA Metrorail system as a part of their trip. AR1_001974

(Table 3-3). This is a significant number of daily trips and demonstrates the utility of the Purple

Line project independent of its connections to the WMATA Metrorail system.

9. The principal ways that passengers will access and leave the majority of Purple

Line stations include walking and bus. AR1_001976.

10. The Washington DC metropolitan region has robust public transit ridership today

throughout all modes of travel. With the population and employment growth expected by 2040

in the region and the Purple Line corridor, it is reasonable to assume transit ridership will

increase in the long term, not decrease, due to the forecasted. increase in local travel demand and

txaffic congestion. See para. 8-9, infra.

11. The current Safetrack effort underway in the WMATA Metrorail system is

temporary. Safetrack is an accelerated maintenance activity.

12. Even a significant decline in WMATA Metrorail ridership—for any reason—

would not necessarily equate to a significant loss of ridership for the Purple Line. Purple line

riders may choose to take Metrobus, walk, bike, or use other forms of transportation to get to or

from the Purple Line rather than use WMATA Metrorail.

13. All transit systems experience short-term fluctuations in ridership for a variety of

reasons. But in the long-term, continued population and employment growth in a region

typically result in increased transit usage.
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14. The Purple Line ridership forecasts are long-term projections that are made

independent of short-term fluctuations that may result from a variety of factors, such. as declining

gasoline prices or the recent safety concerns experienced on the WMATA Metrorail system.

Purple Line ridership forecasts—independent of WMATA Metrorail connectivity—are more

robust than for some other FTA-funded capital investment grant projects and adequately justify

the purpose and need. of the project. See

https://www.transit.dot. gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/dots/CA_Los_Angeles_Westside_Purple_Lin

e Extension_Section 2_Profile_FY17_O.pdf (Los Angeles Westside Section

2);https://www.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/dots/CA San Diego_Mid-

Coast Corridor Profile_FY17_O.pdf (San Diego Mid Coast Corridor);

hops://wvwv.transit.dot.gov/sites/fta.dot.gov/files/dots/TX_Ft Worth TEX_Rail_Profile_FY17

_O.pdf {Fort Worth TEX Rail).

15. Changes in ridership on the WMATA Metrorail system, for any reason, are

expected to have a negligible impact on the Purple Line ridership forecast included in the FEIS.

1 b. Even if there was a speculative long-term decline in ridership on WMATA

Metrorail related to safety concerns, the Purple Line would meet the purpose and need of the

project, which is to provide faster, more direct, and more reliable east-west transit service

connecting major activity centers in the corridor, provide better connections to Metrorail services

located in the corridor, and improve connectivity to the communities in the corridor located

between the Me~roraillines.
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Pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1746, I certify under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true

and correct.

Executed this ~ day of August 201 b.

M

~~~Y GARLIAUSKASssociate Administrator for inning and Environment
Federal Transit Administrate n
12Q0 New Jersey Ave., S.E.
202-366-4033Lucy.Garliaus as@dot.gov

D~:cL. or Lucy G,~r.lAus~s 6
Frienc~r of the Capital Crescent Trail, et al. v. FTA et al., No, 1: l4-cv-01471-RJL,

Case 1:14-cv-01471-RJL   Document 99-2   Filed 08/23/16   Page 7 of 7


