
 

Premier Kathleen Wynne told the media that 
social justice is her top priority. But 400,000 people 
use food banks every month in Ontario. 

Premier Wynne’s claim is believable only if she 
significantly increases social assistance rates and 
puts food in the budget of people who are poor in 
Ontario. 

A Poor People’s Inquiry 
The Put Food in the Budget campaign will conduct 
A Poor People’s Inquiry to answer the following 
question:  

Do the changes to social assistance 
introduced by Premier Wynne put food in 
the budget of people who are poor in 
Ontario?  

A Poor People’s Inquiry will gather evidence from 
people who receive social assistance, and from people 
who volunteer and work in organizations that serve, 
support or advocate with people who are poor. Hearings 
will be held across Ontario. 

 During her successful Liberal  
leadership campaign last January, 
Premier Kathleen Wynne told 
the Toronto Star that she wanted to 
be “[t]he social justice premier. Social 
justice is what drives me; it’s why I’m 
here.” 
 On August 6, members of the Put 
Food in the Budget campaign went 
to Perth for a public meet-and-greet 
with the new premier. When Melissa 
Addison-Webster of the PFIB  
Steering Committee asked Wynne 
about the need to immediately 
increase social assistance rates (as 
recommended by the government’s 
own Commission for the Review 
of Social Assistance), the premier 
agreed rates were too low but said 
the government could not afford to 
implement such an increase. 
 Premier Wynne’s refusal to  
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rates in Ontario forces us to  
question her commitment to her 
“social justice” ideal.
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something. Unfortunately, most of the 
people assembled, many from various  
social agencies, seemed to go along with 
this charade. Presumably they were 
looking for whatever crumbs they could 
obtain from a reluctant government. 
 I’m rather impatient with the constant 
plea by the government that there is no 
money when it comes to doing the right 
thing for people on lower incomes or for 
the disabled, and goodness knows for 
how many others. !e question isn’t the 
availability of money; it’s the willingness 
of politicians to do the necessary  
budgeting. !ings can always be juggled 
into position if the will is there.

“...I would raise social 
assistance rates by  

a lot more than  
$100 a month.” 

-Ted McMeekin,  
Minister of Community and Social Services

INSIDE: what other high-
ranking o!cials in the 
Liberal government say 
about social assistance 
reforms in Ontario.

Addison-Webster confronts the Minister at the  
consultation in Toronto. Watch the exchange 
here: http://youtu.be/_q1J9azG-9I (video  
courtesy of Serenity) 

 I attended the province’s poverty 
reduction “consultation” in Toronto on 
September 12. I was horri"ed and  
disgusted and le# a#er an hour – it was 
clear that the government representatives 
were not interested in conducting an  
unbiased “facilitated” session, or in  
seeking genuine input from the 100 or so 
people who had gathered. 
 When Melissa Addison-Webster from 
the Put Food in the Budget campaign 
tried to protest the lack of real movement 
by the province to help people, she was 
brusquely dismissed. Minister of  
Children & Youth Services Teresa Priuzza 
haughtily declared that she had been a 
social worker in Windsor and knew all 
about the issues. 
 Each table in the room had a glossy 
brochure proclaiming the wonders of 
Ontario’s poverty reduction “strategy,” 
with lovely photos and graphs.  
Nowhere, however, could I "nd a copy of 
the strategy itself. !ere was no apparent 
vision; no mission statement; no goals; no 
objectives with clear achievement dates; 
no implementation plan. 
 In my view, the entire enterprise was 
an exercise to make it look as though the 
government were actually doing  

What is the real poverty reduction 
agenda in Ontario? 
Robyn Peterson witnesses the lack of political 
will for real change in Ontario.

Outside the poverty reduction consultation in Toronto; photo courtesy of Serenity.
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YOU BE THE JURY! 

Everyone who provides testimony and 
everyone who attends a hearing is eligible to  
be a member of the ‘jury’ deliberating on the 
question Do the changes to social assistance 
introduced by Premier Wynne put food in the 
budget of people who are poor in Ontario? 

NOTE: The illustrations featured in this newsletter are snapshots 
from a graphic recording of the hearing held during PFIB’s 
Annual Campaign Meeting on September 27 in Toronto; all 
images courtesy of Tanya Gerber; tanyagerber.com.  

http://tanyagerber.com


 

Background: Why A Poor People’s Inquiry? 
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Why is the Put Food in the Budget campaign 
organizing A Poor People’s Inquiry into Premier 
Wynne’s commitment to be the social justice premier?  

Why does a single person in Ontario receive only 
$626 a month in social assistance? 

After paying the rent, many people in Ontario don’t 
have enough money to buy food. More than 400,000 
people in our wealthy province are forced to go to food 
banks every month.  

People who are poor, and their advocates and allies, 
have participated in good faith in government 
consultations and made hundreds of submissions to 
the government’s Commission to Review Social 
Assistance. Thousands of people and hundreds of 
organizations have clearly said that social assistance 
rates are too low to put food in the budget.  

Facts and stories are not enough. 

All the facts and the personal stories presented to the 
Liberal government have not convinced it to raise rates 
to levels that put food in the budget. Why not? 

The answer is that ending poverty in Ontario is not yet 
a big enough political problem for the Wynne 
government. 

The government cancelled the construction of gas-
fired power plants in Oakville and Mississauga out of 
fear that Liberals would lose votes and seats – and even 
lose power – if they didn’t. They cancelled the gas 
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plants without caring about the cost.  

This shows that when an issue becomes so important 
to the public that it may have a heavy political cost, the 
government will respond. 

Accordingly, people who hold social justice as a top 
priority must work together to make poverty reduction 
a demand that can’t be ignored. Then social assistance 
rates will be raised to a level that everyone can put food 
in the budget.  

Premier Wynne’s claim to be the social justice 
premier will be judged on her record. 

Premier Wynne, who said that social justice was her 
top priority, has been the premier of Ontario for 
almost a year. She now has a record that can be 
evaluated: 

• Premier Wynne introduced welfare reforms in 
her first budget. 

• Premier Wynne has not restored the 
Community Start-Up & Maintenance Benefit. 

Premier Wynne will soon announce her plans for the 
next five years of her government’s Poverty Reduction 
Strategy, and is preparing the next Ontario budget for 
the spring of 2014. If Premier Wynne fails to increase 
social assistance rates to a level that puts food in the 
budget, then she fails in her promise to be the social 
justice premier of Ontario.  



 

Inquiry Format  
Community Panels 
In the first week of December – the fifth anniversary of the 
Liberal government’s five-year Poverty Reduction Strategy 
– hearings will be held in communities across Ontario. At 
each community hearing, a panel of people who are poor 
will preside. Evidence gathered will be collected into an 
Official Record of Evidence.  

Public Testimony 
• People who are poor will testify from their experience 

on whether Premier Wynne’s reforms have put food in 
their budget. 

• People who volunteer and work in organizations that 
serve, support or advocate with people who are poor 
will testify from their experience on whether Premier 
Wynne’s reforms have put food in the budget of people 
who are poor in Ontario. 

• Members of the community can attend and listen to 
the evidence. 

Indictment Option  
If a majority of people in the community hearing juries 
vote NO, the Put Food in the Budget campaign will indict 
Premier Wynne in the Court of Public Opinion. The 
indictment will charge Premier Wynne with knowingly 
misleading the public about her priorities in order to secure 
political advantage for herself, her government, and other 
interests that gain from continued poverty in Ontario. 

Committal to Trial in the Court of Public Opinion 
Trials will then be organized in communities across 
Ontario. The Official Record of Evidence will be used to 
create trial documents. Liberal MPPs will be subpoenaed 
to testify at the community trials, where they will be 
subject to cross-examination.  

There are three ways to make 
submissions to A Poor People’s Inquiry: 

1. Submit your own evidence on our 
website at putfoodinthebudget.ca.  

2. Gather evidence from people you 
know and submit online or by mail to: A 
Poor People’s Inquiry/PFIB, South Riverdale 
Community Health Centre, 955 Queen 
Street East, Toronto, Ontario, M4M 3P3. 

3. Submit evidence to a hearing in your 
community (visit our website at 
putfoodinthebudget.ca for a list of 
community hearings). 

To organize a hearing in your 
community, visit our website and 
download the Organizer’s Guide. 

http://www.putfoodinthebudget.ca
http://www.putfoodinthebudget.ca
http://tinyurl.com/l9lothb
http://tinyurl.com/l9lothb


 

 

Consectetuer: 

How do we make poverty a political problem for the 
Liberal government of Premier Wynne? 
We are winning the argument…….  The Commission to Review Social Assistance in Ontario 
recommended an immediate increase of $100 a month to the base rate of Ontario Works.  

…… But we have not yet won the fight.  Premier Wynne says that addressing poverty is a complex 
issue and she must act with caution. However, the Liberal government didn’t move cautiously when it 
cancelled the construction of the gas-fired power plants.  

A majority of people say income inequality is a major social problem and support an increase in taxes to 
increase social programs. Ontarians who support urgent action on poverty should use this public support to 
hold Premier Wynne accountable to her pledge to be the ‘the social justice premier.’ We must demand that 
she raise social assistance rates so that people who are poor in Ontario can put food in the budget. 
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Q. Why does A Poor People’s Inquiry focus only on 
Premier Wynne? Isn’t the whole government 
responsible?  

A. Kathleen Wynne said she wants to be the social 
justice premier. And she has been premier for almost a 
year.  

Q. Why focus on the Liberals? Why not take on the 
other political parties too? 

A. The government holds power. Premier Wynne and 
her Cabinet have the power to raise social assistance 
rates by themselves – they could make that decision 
tomorrow. If another party were in power, we would 
focus on that party. 
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Q. Can the government afford to increase social 
assistance rates?  

A. Yes, for two reasons. First, the government can 
always find money when an issue becomes a political 
problem. For example, when gas-fired power plants 
became a political problem, the government spent 
hundreds of millions of dollars to cancel them. 

Second, Ontario is a wealthy society. The widest gap in 
Canada between the richest and poorest people is in 
Ontario. Corporations and the wealthy can afford to 
pay more in taxes. 

Q. What test does Premier Wynne have to pass to 
prove that social justice is her top priority? 

A. The Put Food in the Budget campaign believes that 
Premier Wynne must raise social assistance rates so 
that people who are poor in Ontario have enough 
money to put food in the budget.  

Frequently Asked 
Questions 

putfoodinthebudget.ca  

infopfib@gmail.com  

Facebook: Put Food in the Budget!  

Twitter: @putfoodinbudget 

CONNECT WITH 
THE CAMPAIGN 

http://www.putfoodinthebudget.ca
http://www.putfoodinthebudget.ca
http://tinyurl.com/k8ahgo5
https://twitter.com/putfoodinbudget

