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Billions for Business, 
Pennies for the Poor

Put Food in the Budget and the ODSP Ac-
tion Coalition launched a holiday greeting 
card campaign to Dalton McGuinty on 
Monday December 19, less than a week 
before Christmas. Within 24 hours fifty 
people came to the website PutFoodinthe-
Budget.ca and wrote personal messages to 
Premier McGuinty. You can read excerpts 
from their comments in this bulletin. 
 From Muskoka, Dan Blix submitted a 
poem, “Dreams Don’t Float,” which is re-
printed here with his permission, along 
with a picture of a painting that he provided.
 The campaign also received emails from 
staff in non-profit organizations who were 
inspired by the holiday greeting card. Three 
of those comments are reprinted here.
 Several thousand people across Ontario 
have sent Premier McGuinty the message 
that raising social assistance rates is more 
important than providing tax cuts to corpo-
rations. The Premier and Finance Minister 

If streets could talk, our streets would cry
With lonely walks and scraping by,
Of cold and hunger garbage bins—
Still no room to take us in.

Of broken homes and broken dreams
Of broken bones and silent screams—
There’s no place left to cast our vote;
The bay is calling and dreams don’t float.

Yesterday’s child at school or play
Never saw themselves this way.
They always thought that someone cared;
Now they’re tired and cold and scared.

Dreams Don’t Float Poem and painting by Dan Blix

Our leader tells us things are great:
He eats his meal, we lick his plate.
He doesn’t seem to realize
One will live while another one dies.

Long-lost hope and abandoned goals:
You think about the hungry souls,
You think about the coming storm—
A cardboard home to keep you warm.

Dignity, hope and self-respect 
Can leave you when you least expect. 
Someone close may leave the boat;
The bay is calling and dreams don’t float.

Things don’t have to be this way
If we speak up for a better day. 
We’re not alone in this battered boat;
The bay’s still calling and dreams don’t float.

Dan Blix is a volunteer with PROMPT (Poverty Reduction of Muskoka Planning Team) in Muskoka

JANUARY 2012 BULLETIN

 Il
lu

st
ra

tio
n 

by
 To

ny
 B

id
dl

e, 
pe

rfe
ct

w
or

ld
de

sig
n.

ca
   



Comments from our website
On the same day that the Ontario government reported on the 
progress of its Poverty Reduction Strategy, the Put Food in the 
Budget campaign and the ODSP Action Coalition issued a holiday 
greeting card for Premier Dalton McGuinty. 
 The card shows a gleeful corporate executive sitting on the knee 
of a smiling ‘Santa’ McGuinty as the Premier hands the CEO a gift-
wrapped $4 billion tax break. Meanwhile Santa’s helper, Finance 
Minister Dwight Duncan, is mailing cheques that increase social 
assistance by 23 cents a day. 
 Since December 19, many people have visited PutFoodinthe-
Budget.ca to write their own personal letter to Premier McGuinty. 
Here are excerpts from these letters.

 Many people signed their letters to the Premier with grace and 
generosity. Here is a typical example: “May Peace and Joy and 
Good Health be with you and yours this holiday season.” 
 There is still time to tell Premier McGuinty he can show 
the same grace and generosity to people living on the low-
est incomes in Ontario—by raising social assistance rates.                                                  
Visit www.PutFoodintheBudget.ca by January 6 to send your 
own message. 

I am an individual with children who cannot do it on 

my own after years of hard work and contributing 

to many charities. Our children do not get a holiday 

with happiness and cheer. We are sick and can hardly 

afford our food and our rent, let alone presents. In 

my heart I believe that you will do the right thing 

for us. I think you know yourself we have suffered 

enough.”

In the North it is life threatening for women receiving social assistance as to whether they will feed their families or pay their hydro bills (the only means of heating). Most times they cannot do both. Once you neglect your hydro it becomes disconnected, which means you are not providing the basic necessities, which allows CAS to remove your children. Sounds like a really, really bad movie but it is daily life for many women in Red Lake.”

PLEASE HELP US! The 1% you were kind to give 

us will not even come close to paying the rent 

increase this year. Our rent is going up the legal 

amount allowed by this province this year—$33.00 

instead of the $6.00 increase in the past year. I 

truly hope no one in your family ever has to rely 

on this system.”

How are we expected to live on the pennies we are 
given? Shame on you, may this never happen to one 
of your loved ones!! It is a disgrace.”

I know that it’s a stressful financial time in the world, 

but we have too many families in Ontario living so 

far below the poverty line by any measure, and I’m 

not okay with that. I’m okay with paying my taxes, my 

fair share, toward our collective well-being. Please 

consider the most vulnerable when deciding on the 

upcoming budget.” 

Most working-class taxpayers are having a difficult time accommodating spiraling food costs and the increases levied on them by other sectors. People on social assistance have no wiggle room in their limited income to pay for these increases. As a taxpayer I am willing to subsidize those in need, not profit-making companies.”

Poverty is not just a bad choice. Through job loss 

after 40 years, with no pension from my corporate 

masters, I find myself truly understanding the 

hardships of those on social assistance; the system 

takes people from unemployed to unemployable as 

the despair of trying to motivate oneself on the less-

than-survival rates takes a toll.” 

I don’t understand why the poor are being asked to pay for deficit financing they did not create or enjoy the benefits from. I do not understand how 23 cents a day is going to stave off malnutrition, depression and chronic disease among the poor in this population. I do not understand how handing out $4 billion this year to wealthy people is going to do anything for me, or for any of the millions of Ontarians who are poor or just making it. This is a policy choice, and this $4 billion could easily be put somewhere else.”
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Continued from cover

Dwight Duncan have begun to talk about 
“postponing” the planned $4 billion corpo-
rate tax cut. 
 Our holiday campaign continues until 
Friday January 6—Epiphany in the Chris-
tian calendar—so you can still send the 
greeting card and urge them not to go 
ahead with this unnecessary and unfair tax 
cut. Help Premier McGuinty have his own 
personal epiphany (a sudden insight) on 
that day: to see the wisdom of cancelling 
the corporate tax cut and raising social as-
sistance rates. 

Billions vs. 
pennies

Letters from allies
Is Holiday Card available in French? 
Because I like your Christmas card campaign so much, I am making arrangements to have the 
information distributed by way of our online mailing list to about 300 agencies that deal with low 
income people in French.  Would you have the material in French so that I can have it available to 
not only our English speaking clients but also our Francophone clients?

More money to meet basic needs
As a child protection manager I witness the misery of families who rely on ODSP or OW to 
survive. I particularly am concerned for the young males in this system who receive even less. 

Living on government assistance makes many people resent the oppressiveness of the system 
and its many complicated and seemingly arbitrarily executed rules and conditions. Children 
who are raised in this system watch the demoralization of their caregivers, and become angry 
themselves at the injustice. 

More monies to the families we serve would go a long way to decrease the stress of not being 
able to meet basic needs for food, shelter and warmth. That, I’m sure, would reduce the rates of 
child abuse and neglect. 

Thanks for listening.
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Rent increase could be 3X social assistance increase
It should be noted that the maximum rent increase for 2012 is 3.1%, a far cry from the 1% 
increase being given to OW and ODSP recipients.  So in reality, based on this fact alone, people 
who are recipients and renting will likely have to use their full 1% plus take an additional 2.1% 
more out of their food budget just to pay the rent… so as much as the government will brag 
about giving an increase to the poor by 1% they will likely omit telling the press that they are 
allowing landlords to increase the rent by 3.1% (2% more than what was given to people in 
receipt of Social Assistance).

Note: The Holiday Greeting Card is available in French for download at www.putfoodinthebudget.ca 

Mike Balkwill
Provincial Coordinator 
Put Food in the Budget campaign

Put Food in the Budget 
and ODSP Action Coalition 
Holiday celebration
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Today is the seventh day of Christmas. Five 
more to go. Time to ask your true love when 
your seven swans a-swimming will be arriv-
ing.
 I take full advantage of the 12 Days of 
Christmas. I use this time to eat, drink and 
be merry to the fullest extent of the law. I also 
use this time to send out my Christmas cards 
because I never seem to have enough lead up 
time to get them in the mail before the 25th of 
December.
 One Christmas card that I was anxious to 
get in the mail this week was to Premier Dal-
ton McGuinty. He was nice enough to send 
me a card last year and I wanted to return the 
greetings. I also wanted to join a movement 
of people in Ontario sending holiday greeting 
cards to the Premier in the hopes that he and 
his colleagues will see the light and experi-
ence an epiphany.
 The Put Food in the Budget Campaign and 
the Ontario Disability Action Coalition have 
designed a greeting card to draw attention 
to the choices Premier McGuinty is making 
—billions of dollars in tax breaks for corpo-
rations but only 23 cents a day increase for 
people receiving social assistance. The card 
was released on December 19th, the same 
day Minister Eric Hoskins released the third 
progress report on the government’s poverty 
reduction strategy.
 Sadly, that strategy is not responding effec-
tively to the injustice that keeps hundreds of 
thousands of Ontarians, over 60,000 in Ham-
ilton, on social assistance rates so deeply be-

low the poverty line that parents must choose 
between paying the rent or buying food. 
When the money runs out with still 2 weeks 
left to go in the month, accessing a food bank 
becomes a regular necessity and no longer an 
emergency. Unattached individuals receive 
a measly $7,200 a year and people wonder 
why their health decreases and they can’t find 
work.
 I believe that people generally start out 
with good intentions. They have good hearts 
and want to do the right thing. Sometimes, 
something happens along the way that causes 
some hearts to shrink.

 Sometimes they may not know the reality 
of a situation they have the power to change. 
I want to believe that about the Ontario gov-
ernment and its leader. If they only under-
stood the depth of poverty they were relegat-
ing people to they would have a change of 
heart. Maybe they just need to hang out with 
a different crowd in order to understand.
 Remember the Grinch who stole Christ-
mas? Some think he was born with a heart 
2 sizes too small. Then he encounters a real 
person, Little Cindy Lou Who, who would 
be impacted by his choice to steal all the food 
and gifts from Whoville. He sees the light and 
in Whoville they say, “the Grinch’s small heart 

grew three sizes that day.”
 Seeing the light and personal transforma-
tion is not just a Christmas theme, of course. 
The celebration of Hannukah, the marking of 
the Winter Solstice, the festival of Kwaanza—
these too are all about the miracle of light and 
vision.
 The Christmas season ends on January 6th, 
the Feast of the Epiphany. With the help of 
this greeting card, organizers want to see Pre-
mier McGuinty experience his own epiphany, 
“a sudden, intuitive insight into the reality or 
essential meaning of something.”
 In this case it is hoped that he will see the 
essential injustice of providing $4 billion in 
tax breaks to corporations while saying there 
is only enough money to provide Ontarians 
with the lowest incomes an increase of twen-
ty-three cents a day.
 On the back of the card are a few questions 
upon which the Premier may reflect: “Since 
grocery store prices have risen by 5% in the 
last year, why did you raise social assistance 
rates by only 1%?” and “What extra food 
could you afford with an additional 23 cents a 
day?”
 To help the Premier’s heart grow 3 sizes 
this week, please join in this festive activ-
ity and download your card to send from                
www.putfoodinthebudget.ca 

By Deirdre Pike

This article first appeared in the December 31 edition 
of the Hamilton Spectator http://www.thespec.com/
opinion/article/648465--send-a-belated-christmas-card-
to-the-premier 

Deirdre Pike is a social planner and community activist 
who lives with her partner in Hamilton’s Strathcona 
neighbourhood. dpikeatthespec@gmail.com

Go to www.putfoodinthebudget.ca and ask Premier Dalton McGuinty 
to answer these two questions:

Please take action today!
Since grocery store prices have increased 5% in the last year, why did you raise 
social assistance rates by only 1%?
What extra food could you afford with an additional 23 cents a day?

Send a belated Christmas card to the Premier

If they only understood 
the depth of poverty 
they were relegating 
people to they would 
have a change of heart.
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