
 

 

Letter sent to members of Queensland Cabinet 

 

19 May 2017 

Dear Minister 

Adani Royalty Holiday 

We write on behalf of the Australian Marine Conservation Society (AMCS) and Queensland 
Conservation Council to express our deep concern at reports in the media today of a royalty holiday 
for Adani’s Carmichael coal mine.  

If this deal were to go ahead, AMCS’s more than 300,000 supporters and QCC’s more than 50 
member groups will see this as a broken election promise. People from all walks of life are angry that 
your government is backing Adani’s massive coal mine after the Great Barrier Reef has experienced 
back to back bleaching and very substantial mortality. 

As you know, Queensland Labor’s Policy Platform before the last election took the view that a 
royalty holiday is effectively a public subsidy and did not support the provision of such. In addition, 
the Labor government was elected in 2015 on a platform of protecting the Reef:  

As Adani Australia’s Chief Executive Officer has said “This project will stand alone on its feet always 
and every project is done on the economics of the project itself.” SAVING THE GREAT BARRIER REEF - 
Adani must ensure its project is viable in an open, competitive marketplace. Labor will not do any 
secret deals. 

According to the ABC story, the Queensland government is offering Adani a “royalties holiday” worth 
a total of $320 million.  

In response to the story, the Premier was reported as saying the project is “vital for regional jobs”. 
However, by accelerating global warming, this project is putting at risk the 70,000 existing regional 
jobs that depend on a healthy Great Barrier Reef. It is also putting at risk other parts of Queensland’s 
biodiversity and economy.   

Australia and Queensland must do their fair share to urgently slash carbon emissions to limit global 
average temperature rise to 1.5C. Beyond 1.5C, the Reef’s future and Queensland’s terrestrial 
biodiversity are in danger. 

We urge you to use your power to reject any royalty holiday to Adani, reject this Reef-wrecking 
project and stand up for the vast majority of Queenslanders who voted for your government in 2015 
because they believed you would protect the Reef.   

Yours sincerely       

    

Imogen Zethoven AO     Dr Tim Seelig 
Fight for our Reef campaign director   Coordinator 
Australian Marine Conservation Society   Queensland Conservation Council 


