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Vale Felicity
Wishart
In July Felicity Wishart, Australian Marine
Conservation Society campaign director for the
Fight for the Reef campaign and former
Coordinator of QCC, unexpectedly died in her
sleep. Felicity was a passionate and committed
environmental activist for many years.  Felicity’s
contribution has been acknowledged by many
since her death.  We wish to say that she is
mourned by all in the environment movement.

Vale Dr Ian Lisle
In October, Dr Ian Lisle, the first manager of Queensland
Conservation Council Bookshop: Billabong Books passed
away after a long struggle with oesophageal cancer.

After leaving the bookshop he went on to do a Masters degree
in Mathematics at University of Canberra. He was the Assistant
Professor in Mathematics and Statistics at the University of
Canberra where he remained until he became ill. Our heartfelt
condolences go to his partner Susan and his family.
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Report from Executive
By Vivien Griffin

As our Chair, Jeremy Tager, had to resign due to work commitments, this report is being prepared by the
Secretary, Vivien Griffin.

The year since the last QCC AGM in October has been a tumultuous one for both QCC and the environment
movement generally. It is possible to see some positive outcomes, but as always, there are still enormous gaps in
getting real protection for the environment.

Following the AGM in October 2014, the Executive reviewed the financial situation of the organisation and
recognised that its dependence on State government funding, and the loss of Federal government funding, could
mean that the organisation would be insolvent by December 2015. This required immediate review of our cost
centres, and consequent changes to our staffing arrangements (see below in Staffing for details).

The new Executive met for a planning weekend shortly after the AGM, and identified that its key campaign should
focus on climate change through a “Keep Coal in the Ground” campaign. The Campaign Report by Kirsten Macey,
below, provides details on what has been achieved to date. This campaign was selected on the grounds that
climate change has relevance for all QCC member groups, whether by way of coal mines in their area or by way
of the impact that it has on species survival or coastal erosion.

In the short run-up to the State election in January this year, QCC campaigned vigorously alongside other
environment groups to highlight the need for major legislative reform to protect the environment. Following the
election of an ALP government, QCC staff were active in establishing productive communication linkages with
Ministers and departmental staff. These linkages have been maintained and include meetings with key Ministers
Dr Steven Miles (Environment and Heritage Protection, National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef) and Dr
Anthony Lynham (State Development, Natural Resources and Mines).  

The QCC Executive wishes to express its appreciation to former Coordinator Nicky Hungerford, who coordinated
the submission for funding for QCC and the regional conservation councils that went to Minister Miles. The
submission resulted in continuation of the same level of funding for regional councils and QCC for 3 years, and
removal of a “gag clause” which had been proposed as a condition of the funding.

There were a number of positive pre-election commitments given by the ALP, and QCC is monitoring their delivery
by the government. However, the continued support of the ALP government towards coal mining remains of grave
concern.  We will continue to press this government to resile from support for coal mining in any way, and to take
real action to develop and implement substantive renewable energy targets.

Introduction

New Member Groups
During the year, we were delighted to welcome six new member
groups to QCC.  They are:

• Lock the Gate
• Tolga Bat Hospital
• The Bimblebox Alliance
• Brisbane Regional Environment Council (BREC)
• Darling Downs Environment Council
• Bat Conservation & Rescue Qld
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There have been major changes in the staffing arrangements at QCC since the AGM.  Due to the predicted
financial situation, and every likelihood that the Newman government would withdraw funding come 30 June
2015, we regrettably had to declare the full-time positions of Executive Director and Office Manager
redundant, and we express here our thanks and appreciation to Toby Hutcheon and Wendy Dell for their long
and loyal service to QCC.

We then created the contract part-time positions of Campaign Coordinator and Community Organiser, filled by
Nicky Hungerford and Kirsten Macey respectively. A part-time Administration Officer position was also created
and filled by Alexandra Lemay.

The unexpected election of the ALP Palaszczuk government at the beginning of the year, and consequential
approval by DEHP of 3 year funding some months later, offered the opportunity to reconfigure staffing to
provide for a full-time Coordinator/Campaign Director to replace the part-time Campaign Coordinator position.
Nicky Hungerford chose not to apply for the position, and we have now appointed Robyn Gulliver to the
position, and she will commence with QCC on 3 December.  

We are confident that Robyn will quickly establish positive and productive relationships with staff and member
groups, and take QCC forward in 2016.

The Executive would like to take this opportunity to thank Nicky, Kirsten and Alexandra for their unremitting
commitment to QCC and its role in protecting the environment, during a challenging period for the
organisation.

Staffing

QCC was invited to nominate representatives to a number of consultative committees this year, in addition
to continuing representation on a number of other committees.  

The Executive consulted widely to ensure that experienced and knowledgeable people were nominated as
our representatives. The complete list of consultative committees and representatives is contained at
Appendix A.

A protocol identifying the roles and responsibilities of such representatives is in the process of finalisation, to
be reviewed and adopted by the incoming committee.

Representatives on Consultative Committees

Executive members have served during this year with great commitment towards ensuring that QCC
remains a strong and effective voice for the environment. Members were drawn from across the state, and
meetings were held by teleconference, a somewhat slow and testing process for all participants! Given the
workload, meetings were initially and for an extended period of time held weekly or fortnightly.

Sincere thanks to Chair Jeremy Tager, who provided great leadership until he had to resign.  I would like to
acknowledge here the contribution of committee members Andy Grodecki, Derec Davies, Mary-Jane Weld,
Sarah Hoyal, Wendy Tubman, Roger Currie, Lee Curtis and Todd Harborow as our Treasurer.  

Thanks to Executive

Executive Committee Members

Jeremy Tager
Vivien Griffin
Todd Harborow

Chair
Secretary
Treasurer

Executive Member  Andrew Grodecki
Executive Member  Sarah Hoyal
Executive Member  Lee Curtis
Executive Member  Wendy Tubman
Executive Member  Mary-Jane Weld
Executive Member  Roger Currie
Executive Member  Derec Davies
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Campaign Report
By Kirsten Macey

In January 2015, QCC returned from summer holidays with the news of an upcoming Queensland election.
QCC’s new staff quickly provided support to our member groups to raise the issue of voting for the
environment. An election brochure was prepared outlining the key environment issues to the community. This
brochure was distributed to the Queensland regional conservation councils and used to highlight local issues
in their area.

In late 2014, QCC prepared a Joint Election
document with 26 member groups, highlighting all
the key environment issues to be considered. QCC
also prepared a policy paper, A Solar Plan for the
Sunshine State, jointly with the Australian Solar
Council and the Queensland Council of Unions. It
called on an incoming Queensland Labor
Government to commit to a Solar Plan for the
Sunshine State. It is now generally held that
widespread community concern for the reef and for
renewable energy helped change the outcome of
the election. 

With the election of a hung parliament, the
Queensland Labor Party, with support from
independents, formed government. The new
environment Minster Dr Steven Miles was given
responsibility for Environment and Heritage
Protection, National Parks and the Great Barrier
Reef. This new development meant that the
National Parks portfolio returned to the Environment
Minister’s remit and the Great Barrier Reef was
recognized as a key environment issue. 

Queensland environment groups met with the new
Environment Minister ten days into his new job at
the first Environment Groups Roundtable for 2015.
This meeting introduced the Environment Minister
to many of the issues concerning Queensland
environment groups and outlined key issues to be
addressed. QCC facilitated this roundtable meeting.

Immediately following the election, QCC collated the environmental promises that the Queensland Labor
Party had made to member groups prior to the election. All told there were over 100 promises relating to all
facets of the environment sector – from the Great Barrier Reef, to land clearing, renewable energy and
uranium mining. QCC’s task over this year has been following up the Government’s plans to implement these
promises, and applying pressure where necessary. 

QCC coordinated another Roundtable with the Environment Minister in October 2015. This replaced a July
Roundtable that had been deferred due to the death of Felicity Wishart.  This was a successful roundtable
meeting with great discussions with the Environment department staff as well as staff from the Department of
Natural Resources and Mines.
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Since February 2015, QCC has been developing its Keep Coal in the Ground campaign. A logo to show the
urgency of the problem of coal mining and burning was designed by local design company Inkahoots.

QCC has been building the narrative about mining and
burning coal and the impacts on global warming. Via the
media, we have continued to press governments to
Keep Coal in the Ground. Media releases have been
distributed on, inter alia, Queensland’s March heatwave,
coal communities in decline, the increasing use of
electricity, the impacts of global warming on the Great
Barrier Reef, the impacts of the Carmichael coal mine on
the Great Barrier Reef, the re-approval of the Carmichael
coal mine, the risk from coastal flooding and the draft
environmental authority for the Acland coal mine Stage 3
expansion.

During the year, QCC prepared a joint letter,
with ‘sign-on’ from 22 Queensland and
national environment organisations, calling on
the Queensland Government to reject the
Stage 3 expansion of the Acland coal mine on
prime agricultural land, west of Toowoomba.

QCC is soon to launch our Keep Coal in the
Ground website. It outlines the dangers of
mining and burning coal on our communities’
health, oceans, weather and economy. This
website links to all the regional conservation
councils from Cairns down to the Gold Coast
and out to the Darling Downs and highlights
their work on coal mining and climate change.
The campaign was well received by member
groups attending a presentation by QCC staff
at the October Environmental Roundtable,
which demonstrated how it could be used by
member groups to address their local issues
and how member groups could provide input
to the campaign.

In early 2015, QCC launched a partnership
with Diamond Energy. Diamond Energy is
an electricity retailer supporting new
renewable generation projects. QCC
encourages people to change to Diamond
Energy, and receives support from Diamond
Energy for every change. Making the switch
to Diamond Energy is really easy and our
partnership is showcased on our
qldconservation.org.au website.

Keep Coal in the Ground

Diamond Energy
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QCC has been a key organiser of the People’s Climate March to be held on the weekend of the 27-29
November, prior to the upcoming United Nations Paris climate talks. QCC is a representative of the State
Organising Committee and has focused on the People’s Climate March in Brisbane. It has also supported the
regional conservation councils’ marches Cairns, Townsville, Mackay, Airlie Beach, Hervey Bay and the
Sunshine Coast. 

We have worked with other organisations on the steering committee, including ACF, AYCC, CAHA, AMCS,
Solar Citizens and a number of other organisations. 

QCC has worked to ensure that all member groups as well as QCC supporters are involved. This outreach has
included bush care and other community groups.

In Brisbane, QCC will be leading the ‘Environment – Our Common Future’ bloc. We will be preparing green
flags, wind turbines and banners calling on governments to Keep Coal in the Ground.  

People’s Climate March – From here on in, we’re all in
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In early 2015, QCC engaged in discussions with the Environment Department to renew the three yearly funding
support for QCC and regional conservation councils. QCC with our regional conservation councils prepared a
detailed proposal outlining the key activities of our groups and why the funding is so important. 

The Queensland Government agreed to support QCC and our regional conservation councils for a further three
year period until 2018. We appreciate the support of the Queensland Government in funding the work of
conservation councils. 

The member groups of the Queensland Conservation Network, with their comprehensive geographic and
sectoral coverage, play a vital role in the development of Queensland’s environmental policy. They are able to
contribute expert and community opinion to the consideration and/or development or review of government
policy, and are also able to promulgate proposed new policy to a state-wide regional constituency. Overall, the
Network assists the State government to identify and implement good environmental policy. 

The groups contribute across a broad range of policy development. Of course, this includes the environment, but
it also covers sectors such as planning, transport, mining, tourism, agriculture and fishing.  Moreover, the on-the-
ground activities of thousands of volunteer members of local groups supported by the Queensland Conservation
Network deliver significant environmental rehabilitation outcomes that could never be achieved by government
alone.

QCC and the regional conservation councils deliver substantial benefits to the Queensland community. These
include: 

• A mechanism by which the Queensland Government can efficiently and effectively access and  consult with
communities throughout Queensland on regional, state or national environment matters

• Provision of a pivotal role in environmental education, awareness raising, information gathering and sharing

• Provision to the community of support, advice and direction on many issues related to the environment

• Thousands of hours of expert, pro bono advice to the State government

• Active involvement in local and regional committees and community consultation forums for government and
industry, providing locally specific knowledge. (As noted in the attached tables, QCC and other members of the
Network together contribute to nearly 100 State Government committees – these include high profile committees
such as the Reef 2050 Long-term Sustainability Committee; NRM Boards; World Heritage Committees, such as
those for the Wet Tropics and Fraser Island WHAs; Coastal Planning Committees; and the Queensland Plan)

• Strong, objective, trusted conservation voices that operate effectively within their communities, independent of
government, industry or vested interests

• The involvement of more than ten thousand environmentally minded people as members and supporters
throughout the state

• Over 90 000 volunteer hours per year supporting efforts to protect and enhance our natural environment.

QCC and its members
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Key Activities

• Prepared and distributed to regional
conservation councils and others, an election
brochure outlining the key environment
issues on which any incoming government
needed to focus  

• Participated in the Senate and House of
Representative Inquiry into tax deductibility
status

• Secured a three year funding agreement for
QCC and regional conservation councils from
the Queensland Government 

• Met with Queensland Ministers including
Steven Miles, Jackie Trad, Anthony Lynham
and Mark Bailey to discuss issues associated
with their portfolios. 

• Held a Lawjam with EDO QLD on QLD
planning

• Maintained communication and coordination
of member groups

• Regular media interviews on key
environment issues including: the State
election, heatwaves, Carmichael coal mine
reapproval, climate adaptation strategy,
crocodiles, planning, Acland coal mine
expansion.

• Met with Federal Environment Minister
Greg Hunt with the Australian Conservation
Councils in Canberra and discussed the
Great Barrier Reef

• Participated in Queensland election
activities including reef forums with AMCS,
and in Springwood with Solar Council

• Facilitated NGOs' response to
amendments to Water Act

• Met with the Federal Environment
Minister Greg Hunt and discussed QCC’s
position on Australia’s greenhouse gas
target for the upcoming Paris climate
negotiations.

• Collaborated with Climate Action Network
Australia in Brisbane on identifying the
strategic way forward.

• Held an Energy Forum with Energy
Minister Mark Bailey and Greens Senator
Larissa Waters in Moorooka

• Developed Keep Coal in the Ground
website

• Co-organised the People’s Climate March
in Brisbane and supported regional
marches across Queensland to be held on
the weekend of the 28-29 November.

• Participated in State Organising
Committee for the People’s Climate March
to be held in Brisbane, and supported
regional conservation council’s marches in
their local areas.

• Held a press conference asking the
Queensland Government to reject the
Stage 3 expansion of the Acland coal
mine.

• Participated in QLD Adaptation Strategy
stakeholder group.

• Participated in workshop on repairing the
future of Queensland and consumption.

• Continued collaboration with National
Conservation Councils.

• Communication with supporters on key
Queensland environment issues.
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Treasurer's Report
By Todd Harborow

QCC has started a building fund
through a generous bequest and
aspires to one day be in a position to
gain security through sharing
ownership of a building with other
likeminded groups.

Thank you to Nichola Hungerford for
her efforts in securing re-funding of
QCC and the regional environment
councils by the Annastacia Palaszczuk
Labor government This has given QCC
a chance to build its capacity into the
future.

Please find below our audited accounts
for you examination.

The Treasurer wishes to thank the staff and supporters of the Queensland Conservation Council
during the year. The generous donations received and the dedication of QCC’s staff has allowed the
organisation to stabilize its financial position.

At the end of the financial year QCC managed
to attain a deficit far smaller that it had budgeted
for through the initiation of many cost cutting
measures. QCC’s cost base now better reflects
its expected yearly funds and the organisation
can now focus its attention on capacity building
through intelligent self-funded projects and
campaigns that the Queensland community
wish to support.
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Appendix A

CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEES AND REPRESENTATIVES

In 2014-2015 QCC was represented on the committees listed below by the
following representatives:

• Biosecurity Queensland Ministerial Advisory Committee (BQMAC)
Sarah Brischke (WBBEC) Head grower - Wide Bay seedlings and WBBEC Board

• Lake Eyre Basin Community Advisory Committee (QCC)

Mathew Turner Conservation representative - This is a joint nomination from CCSA, QCC and ALEC

• Queensland Dog Offensive Group (QDOG)

Des Boyland - Policies and Campaigns Manager - Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland

• Queensland Invasive Plants and Animal Committee  (QIPAC)

Dr Bruce Wilson

• Water Engagement Forum – DNRM

Roger Currie (Nigel Parratt as
proxy)

• Resources Community RoundTable – DNRM

Jo Bragg Rep– EDOQ

• Regional Landscape and Open Space Advisory Committee

Ted Fensom – Brisbane and Regions Environment Council

• Reef 2050 Advisory Committee

Darren Kindleysides -CEO of Australian Marine Conservation Society
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Appendix B

SUBMISSIONS TO INQUIRIES
During the year, QCC prepared a number of submissions looking at providing input to key environmental
policy consideration in Queensland. This included participating in Senate and House of Representative
Inquiries into, for example, tax deductibility status.

QCC’s submissions this year included:

• Submission to setting Australia’s post-2020 target for greenhouse gas emissions

• Submission on the Abbot Point Gateway Growth Project, EPBC Number 2015/7467

• Submission to Register of Environmental Organisations Inquiry

• Submission on the Coral Sea Marine Reserves

• Submission on the Landholders Right to Refuse (Gas and Coal) Bill 2015






























