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We pay our respects to the many diverse Aboriginal and Torres Strait 

Islander Traditional Owners of the lands, waters and seas of today’s Queensland, and their 

custodianship of these over millennia. We recognise their continuing efforts to care for 

these lands, waters and seas in the face of dispossession, extreme prejudice and enforced 

hardship. We acknowledge their living cultures, languages, customs and traditions and pay 

our respects to their Elders—past, present and future.

In doing so, we recognise the deep knowledge of place and associated living things which 

many Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples continue to hold to this day, whilst 

accepting that there is meaning and knowledge that science cannot tell us, and which are 

not ours to own.

We seek to collaborate across cultures in allied solidarity for an ecologically sustainable 

future.
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About us
We are the peak body for conservation groups 
in Queensland, and we work together with 
our fellow conservation groups across the 
state to engage organisations, communities 
and individuals to defend nature for current 
and future generations. Since 1969 we have 
worked with our members, supporters and the 
community to protect, conserve and sustain 
Queensland’s unique environments. 

Queensland Conservation Council 
Incorporated is a not-for-profit incorporated 
association under the Association 
Incorporations Act 1981(QLD) and a 
registered charity with the Australian Charities 
and Not-for-profits Commission (ACNC). 
Queensland Conservation Council (QCC) 
fulfils its governance obligations through 
reports and returns, as required, to the ACNC, 
The Office of Fair Trading, and the Register 
of Environment Organisations through the 
Australian Tax Office. 

Under our constitution, QCC is governed 
by an Executive elected by member 
organisations at the Annual General Meeting. 
The Executive’s primary role is the good 
governance of QCC, including developing and 
monitoring long term direction and goals. The 
Executive appoints and manages the Director 
and ensures the organisation complies with 
legal obligations, remains financially viable 
and proactively manages risk. All executive 
members volunteer their time and are elected 
for a term of one year.

Our Values  

Conservation • Courage • Authenticity • Community • Credibility • Inclusivity

Climate Policy  
Project Officer

Organisational 
Development 
+ Membership 
Engagement

Community Organiser  
+ Digital Campaigner

QCC Executive[ [
QCC Member Groups[ [

Director[ [
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From the Chair 
Two campaign wins and significant increases 
in state government funding for QCC and 
regional conservation councils were the 
highlights of the past year.

The state government was re-elected with 
a platform that, as a result of lobbying by 
QCC, our member groups and allies, included 
commitments to renewable energy and the re-
strengthening of land clearing laws. Since then 
we have been working to keep the pressure on 
to ensure that these and other commitments 
are honoured. Tim Seelig, QCC’s Coordinator 
until the end of June, played a key role in 
these policy and funding achievements. We 
were sorry to see him leave after two years of 
hard work and dedicated service to QCC. 

The hiatus between Tim’s departure and the 
recent arrival of our new Director, Louise 
Matthiesson created challenges but the 
combined efforts of staff and executive 
members ensured that the organisation 
continued to function effectively. We are truly 
delighted to have recruited Louise, with her 
depth of experience and proven skills, to lead 
QCC through its next phase.

The Executive is pleased that, over the past 
year, the staff have been able to increase our 
membership and supporter base, refine our 
digital systems and proactively reach out to 
and service the needs of our membership. 

Our recently completed, and successful, 
climate policy project has opened new 
opportunities for our member groups to be 
active on climate and transition issues. 

Together with the progress on renewables, these 
achievements demonstrate the power of positive 
campaigns and good news to counterbalance 
the necessary oppositional campaigns that our 
movement has to undertake to just hold a line 
against fossil fuels, rampant development and 
the trashing of nature.

The Executive has worked well together 
during the past year. In particular, our 
Treasurer, Colin Stewart and Secretary, Ellie 
Bock, have put in a lot of hard work. During 
the year we farewelled Gemma Plesman and 
welcomed Adam Kerslake as a new Executive 
Member. Ellie Bock has recently resigned 
from the Committee and Colin Stewart and 
Ellen Roberts will finish their terms at the 
2018 AGM. To them, and to our continuing 
members, I give my thanks for their great work 
and their support.

Dick Copeman



Executive Committee Members in 2017/18

Dick Copeman 
Chair

Ellie Smith

Ellen Roberts

Narelle McCarthy

Gemma Plesman

Ellen Weber

Adam Kerslake

Ted Fensom

Ellie Bock 
Secretary

Colin Stewart 
Treasurer

Executive Members
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Director’s report 
As the new Director of QCC, sadly I can’t 
claim any credit for the many achievements 
described in these pages! However, I am very 
excited to be taking on the leadership of such 
a diverse, influential organisation. I have big 
shoes to fill after the departure of Tim Seelig, 
who led the organisation during the period 
covered by this Annual Report.

This year saw QCC play a key role in a major 
success for the environment movement—the 
reform of Queensland’s weak and ineffective 
tree-clearing laws. At the same time, QCC 
also made a significant impact on another 
front, producing a comprehensive set of 
recommendations for Queensland’s Climate 
Transition, and co-hosting the successful Sun 
Powered Queensland Community Summit on 
renewable energy. 

Climate and environment issues were 
prominent during the state election in 
November 2017, especially thanks to the 
strength of the Stop Adani campaign, which 
many of our member groups are involved in. 
QCC developed 12 Conservation Priorities 
which we presented to all political parties and 
our supporters in the lead up to the election. 

Of course, none of this would have been 
possible without the thousands of people 
who supported our campaigns, made a 
donation or gave generously of their time. The 
environment movement is powered by skilled 
and dedicated volunteers, and QCC is no 
exception. 

Next year marks a major milestone for 
QCC—our 50th Anniversary! This will be a 
wonderful chance to celebrate five decades 
of achievements as well as remembering 
the good fights we fought but lost. We also 
want to use the anniversary to look forward 
to the next 50 years, which are likely to 
be dominated by a changing climate and 
transforming our society into a post-carbon 
economy, while preserving the rich biodiversity 
on which all life depends. 

I hope to meet more of our wonderful 
supporters very soon.

Louise Matthiesson



Queensland Conservation Council

Highlights of the year
Land clearing campaign 

For the last five years, land clearing in Queensland has spiralled out of control, destroying well 
over one million hectares of native woodlands, and killing tens of millions of native animals.

In May 2018 these laws were re-strengthened at last, after a long campaign by QCC, our member 
groups and allies. The passing of the Vegetation Management and Other Legislation Amendment 
Act 2018 means:

•	 The Newman Government’s exemption for clearing for so-called ‘high value agriculture’ has 
been scrapped;

•	 High conservation-value regrowth woodlands are protected once again;

•	 Protections for riparian vegetation are extended to all catchments flowing to the  
Great Barrier Reef. 

The reforms sadly fell short in some important areas, so there is more work to do to fully 
protect our state’s threatened species habitat and other native woodlands, especially in urban 
environments. 

The tremendous contributions of QCC supporters and the strong alliance of environment groups 
were both instrumental in the success of this campaign. QCC’s work included:

•	 raising public awareness through mainstream media, billboards and newspaper advertising, 
social media, and holding demonstrations;

•	 organising supporters to send over 800 submissions to the Parliamentary Inquiry on the  
new laws;

•	 advocating furiously behind the scenes to make sure the laws were as strong as possible. 

6
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Climate change 

In August 2017 the Queensland Government released two key policy documents—the 
Queensland Climate Transition and Adaptation Strategies which set the framework for climate 
action across the whole of government. QCC was successful in securing a 12 month project grant 
from the Department of Environment and Science (DES, formerly DEHP) to critically analyse the 
government’s policy framework and foster genuine community engagement in climate policy.

The project involved collaboration and engagement with a wide range of stakeholders through 
various channels, including community workshops and public events. This included regional 
consultation events co-hosted with the Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council, North Queensland 
Conservation Council, Cairns and Far North Environment Centre, the Sunshine Coast Environment 
Council and the Gladstone Conservation Council.

Community input, combined with expert advice and research, produced the final report, 
‘Recommendations for Queensland’s Climate Transition,’ which can be downloaded from our 
website. QCC will continue to advocate to make sure the report’s recommendations influence the 
State’s forthcoming Green Paper for post-2020 pathways to a zero-net emissions economy.

QCC was represented on the Queensland Climate Adaptation Strategy Partners group, chaired by Environment Minister 
Leeanne Enoch (centre).

https://www.qld.gov.au/environment/climate/climate-change/response
https://www.queenslandconservation.org.au/climatechange
https://www.queenslandconservation.org.au/climatechange


Queensland Conservation Council

Renewable energy

Fierce debate over national energy policy hogged the headlines all year. Meanwhile, Queensland 
was quietly getting on with a renewable energy boom, with dozens of new solar farms, wind 
farms and big-battery projects being constructed or planned across the state. At the same time, 
domestic uptake of rooftop solar continued to climb, and we are now on track to supply quarter of 
our electricity from renewable sources by 2020. 

On the downside, the failure of the Federal Government to agree on any coherent policy to support 
renewables puts Queensland’s progress at risk. It’s now up to the State Government to put forward 
an ambitious and concrete plan to reach their target of 50% renewable energy by 2030. 

This year QCC ran two projects to promote renewable energy and speed up the transition away 
from coal and gas fired power. The Sun Powered Queensland Community Summit was held in 
November 2017, hosted by QCC, Solar Citizens and the Australian Conservation Foundation 
and attended by over 100 people. The event attracted speakers from around Queensland and 
interstate, showcasing the inspiring initiatives ordinary people are leading to drive the renewable 
energy revolution. 

8
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Gladstone is home to Queensland’s largest, 
oldest and most polluting power station. In 
2018, QCC was involved in establishing the 
Repower Gladstone Alliance, made up of 
national, state, and regional community & 
environment groups supporting a just transition 
away from coal for the community. The alliance 
hosted two community forums, with plans for 
two more in late 2018. Gladstone Conservation 
Council and QCC hosted a Repower forum 
attended by over 50 people from community, 
industry, and environment backgrounds. Out 
of this forum, a Repower Gladstone group 
was born, with an initial membership of 20 
community members, committing to an ongoing 
campaign for a just transition for Gladstone.

Government engagement

QCC plays a lead role in engaging with State Government Ministers, Members of Parliament, and 
Departments to advocate for better outcomes for Queensland’s environment. We act as a voice 
for the environment on advisory committees, through writing submissions, and when we talk in 
person to decision makers. In cooperation with our member groups and other allies, QCC has 
been involved in a huge range of government engagement activities including:

•	 Co-hosting the twice-yearly Environment Minister’s Round Table

•	 Promoting a set of ten policy priorities for the State Election in Nov 2017

•	 Nominating representatives to numerous government advisory committees

•	 Writing dozens of submissions to influence policy and legislation

•	 Appearing at Parliamentary Committee hearings

Plastic waste

In September 2017, Queensland Parliament unanimously passed laws banning single-use 
plastic bags from July 2018 and introducing a container deposit scheme. This was the result of 
a long campaign led by the Boomerang Alliance, of which QCC is a member. Under our former 
Director, Toby Hutcheon, QCC made a big contribution to this campaign. Congratulations to Toby, 
Boomerang Alliance and all the QCC supporters who made this change happen. It’s a vital step 
forward in addressing the scourge of plastic pollution.

Young Jarrah telling us all about why strong action on 
climate change is so important to her and what she thinks 
we can do about it, with help from Jan Arens of Gladstone 
Conservation Council.



Fostering collaboration

In a climate where urgent action is required to address complex issues such as climate change 
and an extinction crisis, working together to secure strong and effective outcomes is critically 
important. As the peak body for Queensland’s environment sector, fostering collaboration among 
member groups and working in alliances is always a priority for QCC. Cooperating closely 
together is not always easy, but it delivers results—as seen by this year’s fantastic win by the 
Land Clearing Alliance (see above). Other examples of QCC’s collaborative approach include:

•	 Protected Areas—helped develop a joint statement on protected areas supported by  
12 leading environment groups

•	 Rivers—contributed to a shared set of policy principles for pristine rivers protection

•	 Repower Australia—took part in this national campaign to promote renewable energy and 
speed up the transition away from fossil fuels

•	 Places You Love—Worked with environment groups around the country on winning support 
for stronger national environment laws

•	 Hands Off Our Charities—cooperated with a wide range of charities to respond to Federal 
Government moves to restrict charities’ rights to advocate for important social causes

•	 Queensland environment groups gathering—hosted by QCC twice a year, and attended by 
around 30 groups from across the state. A key opportunity to coordinate our campaigns, 
share skills, and plan joint activities.

 

On World Environment Day, June 5th, QCC raised awareness by organising for Brisbane City Council landmarks like the 
Story Bridge to be lit up in green.

Queensland Conservation Council10
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Engaging supporters online

This year has seen massive growth for QCC’s 
digital presence and public reach. Importantly, 
our digital reach has grown faster and further 
than it did in the previous year, showing that 
we’re picking up steam as we go. 

Most significantly, our Facebook likes have 
more than doubled in 2018, from 3419 likes 
to 7380. The level of audience engagement 
has also been growing, with increases in all 
forms of social media engagement, including 
audience reach, comments, shares and ‘likes.’ 

Our database of contacts has grown to just 
over 14,000 this year, including 9,500 people 
who have supported our campaigns in some 
way. Our newsletter E-Connections was read 
over 7,500 times.

This year, QCC moved into a new office at 1/377 
Montague Rd in West End. We now have space to host 
small events, meetings and workshops, and there is 
always a desk or two for QCC member groups to use 
when they visit Brisbane.

Outgoing QCCCoordinator Tim Seelig speaking  
at the launch of the Land Clearing Alliance.



12 Queensland Conservation Council

Alliance to Save Hinchinbrook

Animal Liberation Queensland

Australian Conservation Foundation

Australian Marine Conservation Society

Australian Rail Tram & Bus Union

Australian Rainforest Conservation Society

Australian Whale Conservation Society

Bat Conservation and Rescue 

Bayside Creeks Catchment Group

The Bimblebox Alliance Inc

BirdLife Southern Queensland

Birds Queensland

Bribie Island Environmental Protection 
Association 

Brisbane Region Environment Council

Cairns and Far North Environment Centre

Capricorn Conservation Council

Catholic Justice and Peace

Centenary and District Environment Action

Community Alliance for Responsible 
Planning (CARP) Redlands

Conondale Range Conservation

Darling Downs Environment Council

Douglas Shire Sustainability Group

Environmental Defenders Office of 
Northern Queensland

Environmental Defenders Office (QLD)

Environment Council of Central Queensland

Fraser Island Defenders Organisation

Friends of the Earth, Brisbane

Friends of Stradbroke Island

Gecko Environment Council

Gladstone Conservation Council

Householders’ Option To Protect  
The Environment (HOPE)

Invasive Species Council

Koala Action

Logan & Albert Conservation Association

Mackay Conservation Group

Maleny Credit Union

National Parks Association of Queensland

Noosa Parks Association

North Queensland Conservation Council

Numinbah Valley Environmental Education 
Centre 

Protect The Bush Alliance

Redlands 2030

Reef Check Australia

Save Our Waterways Now

Sunshine Coast Environment Council

Toowoomba Field Naturalists Club 

Wide Bay Burnett Environment Council

The Wilderness Society

Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, Bayside Branch 

Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, Logan Branch

Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland, Sunshine Coast & 
Hinterland

Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland

Our member groups 

This year QCC has hosted seven webinars for member groups with 

a total of 59 participants and two member network gatherings.



Treasurer’s report 2017–8
The 2017–18 year has been a significant one 
for QCC financially. The Queensland State 
Election had a significant effect on our income 
with funders recognizing the value of QCC’s 
campaigns, particularly around the issue of 
land clearing. This, combined with DES core 
funding plus additional funding for the provision 
of a Climate Project Officer meant that QCC 
income was double that of the previous 
financial year. Of course, these additional funds 
require additional expenditure but we were able 
to end a fairly remarkable year all round with a 
small surplus of just under $15,000.

Thanks to the generous support of the 
Department of Environment and Science 
(DES, previously DEHP) and a range of grants 
and individual donations, QCC is able to 
carry out its important work. Core funding for 
the organisation has now been confirmed by 
DES through to 2023, and, while the Climate 
Project funding has now finished, we have 

recently secured another significant grant from 
the Myer foundation to allow us to expand into 
other areas of endeavour. 

An important aspect of our ongoing work is to 
continue to diversify our funding into the future.

As can be seen, most of our expenses are 
staff and office related.

DES provide funding to Regional Conservation 
Councils via QCC—these funds are basically 
in and out of our accounts and don’t affect 
QCC’s budget, so are not included in the 
charts above, but do appear in the audited 
accounts.

As at 30/6/2018 QCC had Equity of $186,726 
which means the organisation is well placed 
financially going forward. The Audited 
Accounts are available at the end of this 
Annual Report.
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Sub-Rent Income
$7,845 | 1.6%

QCC Bank Interest
$6,793 | 1.4%

DEHP Climate
$93,000 | 19.5%

DEHP Funding
$165,000 | 34.5%

Donations Received
$48,438 | 10.1%

Other Grants
$151,000 | 31.6%

Office
$62,414 | 13.5%

Other
$930 | 0.2%

Campaigns
$74,706 | 16.1%

Admin
$19,878 | 4.3%

Employment
$305,252 | 65.9%

Income 2017–18 less Regional Funding ($478k)

Expenses 2017–18 less Regional Funding ($463k)
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Financial reports
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QUEENSLAND CONSERVATION COUNCIL

1/377 Montague Rd, West End QLD 4101 
Telephone (07) 3846 7833  
admin@qldconservation.org.au 
www.queenslandconservation.org.au

Our cover image: Lake Wabby on K’Gari National Park. 

All photos (unless stated otherwise) are courtesy Tim Seelig or Ellie Bock. 

Annual Report authorised by Louise Matthiesson, Queensland Conservation Council, 1/377 Montague Rd, West End QLD 4101.

mailto:admin@qldconservation.org.au
http://www.queenslandconservation.org.au
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