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Dear Dr Seelig 

Thank you for your letter to the Queensland Labor Party regarding our policy commitments in the 
2017 Queensland election and the Queensland Conservation Council's policy document 'Protecting 
Queensland's Future should come naturally' Conservation Priorities for Queensland 2017. 

The Palaszczuk Government has a strong record on environmental protection over this term of 
government and will build on that record if we are re-elected. 

We are committed to a Queensland that protects our wildlife habitat, our climate and our beautiful 
reef. Right now land clearing is the greatest threat to those things in Queensland. 

After three short years of the Newman-Nicholls LNP government, tree clearing rates in Queensland 
have again reached unsustainable levels. 

The Palaszczuk Government made a concerted effort to arrest unsustainable clearing rates by 
introducing strong, sensible laws to the Parliament in 2016. These laws were blocked by an alliance 
of the LNP and crossbenchers. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will once again drive down tree clearing rates by legislating to 
end broad scale clearing of remnant vegetation. We will also establish a $500 million Land 
Restoration Fund to facilitate a pipeline of Queensland based carbon offset projects which also 
pursue environmental and economic co-benefits. 

A more detailed response regarding our position on the issues of interest to your members is 
attached. 

There is only one party capable of winning a majority in this election that also supports an end to broad 
scale tree-clearing in Queensland. 
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The Palaszczuk Government is the only option to maintain and enhance protections for our wildlife 
habitat, climate and Great Barrier Reef. Other alternatives are simply not viable or a potential disaster 
for the environment — it's that simple. 

I urge you to communicate this message to your members and interested stakeholders. I hope to keep 
working with you in the future to implement our laws to end deforestation. 

Your. sincerely 

JAC IE T AD MP 
DEP TY PREMIER 
Minister for Transport and 
Minister for Infrastructure and Planning 
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Vegetation management laws 

The policy driver of a re-elected Palaszczuk Government's vegetation management laws will be the 
cessation of clearing of remnant vegetation. 

We will not retain high value agriculture (HVA) or high value irrigated agriculture (HVIA) as purposes 
for clearing under the Vegetation Management Act. 

We will use the Land Restoration Fund to provide incentives against further clearing on properties 
that have a valid HVA/HVIA permit. 

There is a small amount of remnant vegetation in Category X that the mapping does not pick up due 
to its small scale. We will seek to convert those areas of remnant vegetation from Category X to 
Category A where the landholder agrees. 

Land Restoration Fund 

The objectives of the Land Restoration Fund will be to: 

1. Facilitate a pipeline of qualifying Queensland based carbon offset projects, including 
through private sector investment. 

2. The pursuit of environmental and economic co-benefits as defined by the Government; 

3. Research and development into emerging carbon farming areas where Queensland 
has a comparative advantage for the purpose of establishing eligibility as Australian 
Carbon Credit Units. 

The primary policy rationale for the Fund is the delivery of co-benefits and offsets, meaning that it will 
not be required to pursue lowest-cost abatement opportunities. The Fund will however operate in a 
way that will enable the sale of the carbon credits produced and private sector participation. 

Funding 

The State Government will be the founding and cornerstone investor, although it is expected the Fund 
will be able to attract a level of private sector interest. 

The Fund is to be established with a $500 million contribution from the State Government. The State 
Government will raise this capital in 2017-18 through the issuance of a Green Bond. 

The capital raised will be managed by Treasury until it is required by the Fund to offset the debt and 
interest cost impacts on the budget. 

Injection from the Consolidated Fund of $30 million (ahead of project funding rounds) will support the 
early establishment of the capability, systems and processes. 

Operational requirements 

The Government will set the research, development and co-benefit priorities of the Fund, but the Fund 
would operate on an arms-length and commercial basis. 

To meet the Clean Energy Regulators requirements for Australian Carbon Credit Units and deliver on 
the other policy objectives sought, operational responsibilities will include: 
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• Conducting funding rounds in ways that maximise value, and meets co-benefit objectives 

• Ensuring projects meet "fit and proper" person and other core governance requirements 

• Utilising approved methodologies for projects, including establishing scientific proof of the 
"additional" abatement being achieved 

• Ongoing and externally audited reporting to the regulator on the conduct of the projects and 
abatement achieved 

• Monitoring and enforcing delivery of the co-benefits sought by Government 

• Promoting and facilitating private sector co-investment 

• Undertaking scientific research and development on new carbon farming methods to a 
standard that can satisfy the regulator. 

We will continue to consult with you and other stakeholders on matters relating to the establishment 
of the Land Restoration Fund, including the structure and governance of the Fund, definition of co-
benefits, project assessment criteria and acceptable methodologies, research and development 
agenda, and operational responsibilities. 

The Land Restoration Fund is a ground-breaking initiative — the first investment fund of this kind 
established by a state government — making it even more important that we get it right. In recognition 
of this we will also establish an advisory board to give expert advice to government on the 
establishment and operation of the Fund. 

Further information is available at https://www.queenslandlabor.orq/2017-state-election/campaiqn-
policies.  

Renewable Energy 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue our commitment to transition to at least 50 per 
cent renewable energy in Queensland by 2030. 

We will act to deliver this target and ensure that our grid remains secure and delivers affordable 
energy for Queenslanders by: 

• Keeping our state-owned electricity network and generation assets in public hands 

• Locking in our target of at least 50 per cent renewable energy generation in Queensland by 
2030 

• Establishing 'CleanCo' — re-structuring our two publicly-owned electricity generation 
companies into three with a strategic portfolio of low and no emission power generation 
assets designed to reduce power prices 

• Supporting delivery of at least 1000MW of new renewable generation through CleanCo by 
2025 (in addition to the current Renewables 400 reverse auction, delivering 400MVV of new 
renewables and 100MW of storage by 2020) 

• Committing up to $50 million towards the development of Queensland's own baseload solar 
thermal plant with storage 

• Progressing the development of hydro generation in Queensland 

• Investing $97 million to install solar and energy efficiency measures in Queensland state 
schools 

• Rolling out renewable energy solutions for remote and isolated communities 
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• Partnering with the Australian Energy Market Operator (AEMO) to investigate a sustainable 
energy solution for the Daintree 

• Advocating for national policy certainty through consistent and integrated climate and energy 
policy. 

We now have a huge pipeline of renewable energy projects delivering thousands of jobs and 
opportunities in regional Queensland, with many more on the way. 

Our clear priority is for investment in a clean energy future. This means there will be no public 
subsidies to any coal fired plant in Queensland under a re-elected Palaszczuk Government. 

Additionally, the Premier has made clear that the her government to date has had no role in the 
Federal Government's NAIF loan assessment process for Adani's rail project, and will have no role 
in the future. This is consistent with Queensland Labor's long held position that it will not provide tax-
payer funded support for the Adani project. 

On 3 November the Premier announced that the Palaszczuk Government will exercise its "veto", in 
relation to the NAIF loan. The Premier said: "If I am re-elected, on the very first day of being re-
elected, I will send that letter to Malcolm Turnbull [vetoing the loan]". 

I note that the Nicholls-led LNP has indicated it would not support this position. 

Our Powering Queensland's Future Plan sets out actions to make sure we get the balance right, 
delivering more of the cheapest form of new generation — renewables sooner to complement our 
young and efficient fleet of coal and gas-fired generation. Our full plan is available at 
https://www.queenslandlabor.orq/2017-state-election/campaiqn-policies.  

Climate Change 

The Palaszczuk Government recognises the environmental, economic, social and health impacts of 
climate change and accepts our role in reducing carbon emissions and transitioning towards a low 
carbon economy. During this term of government we have committed to a target of net-zero 
emissions by 2050 and produced comprehensive Climate Transition and Adaptation Strategies. 

The Palaszczuk Government will implement these strategies if re-elected, including economic 
transitions strategies for a range of regional economies and sector-based adaptation plans. In 
implementing the strategies we will also: 

• Commission a Treasury study of long term global coal thermal and coking demand based on 
International Energy Agency projections. The outcomes will be included in the assumptions 
for regional transition strategies 

• Commit to the Finkel review's three year notice period for coal fired generator closures, and 
will deploy resources to workforces and regions affected during those three years. Re-
training and job placement services will be provided, and investment attraction and 
infrastructure spending will be prioritized 

• Implement an energy efficiency scheme 

• Implement a pledge initiative to encourage pollution reduction from state and local 
government's own operations as well as from key emitting sectors of the economy 

• Finalise a transport strategy within 12 months of being re-elected 

• Continue to advocate for a national market mechanism that will efficiently, effectively and 
predictably drive down carbon pollution. 
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We will also work with QCC and other relevant stakeholders to develop the appropriate 
mechanisms, which may potentially include legislation, to achieve our renewable energy and climate 
targets post-2020. 

Great Barrier Reef 

The Palaszczuk Government has done more to protect the Great Barrier Reef than any other 
government. We have taken decisive action to improve water quality and meet commitments in the 
Reef 2050 Long-Term Sustainability Plan and the Reef Water Quality Protection Plan. 

Under the former Government's management, the Reef was on a pathway to be listed by the 
UNESCO World Heritage Committee as 'in danger'. It was pleasing to see that the World Heritage 
Centre, in July of this year, once again endorsed our efforts to protect the Reef, and expressed their 
appreciation for the significant efforts undertaken by my Government to implement the Reef 2050 
Plan. Tellingly, the World Heritage Centre noted that our "effort is a marked departure from past 
practices and deserves full recognition." 

Our initiatives to build Reef resilience include banning dredge spoil disposal in the World Heritage 
area, managing fisheries and ongoing work to improve water quality. 

To fund this work, the Government has committed a further $175 million over five years in this year's 
Budget, building on the $100 million allocated in 2015. This brings our total commitment to $245 
million over the next five years. 

The Palaszczuk Government will continue this work, including the introduction of reef regulations to 
drive down pollution from land uses in reef catchments, if re-elected. 

Protected Areas 

The Palaszczuk Government has increased Queensland's protected areas by around 97,800 
hectares over the last three years. In line with our aim to grow the terrestrial protected area estate, a 
re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to acquire new areas for national park and work 
with private landholders to provide national park like protections for pristine habitat on their 
properties. 

In early 2017, the Palaszczuk Government released the draft Protected Area Strategy for public 
consultation. A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will release and implement a Queensland 
Protected Area Strategy that will establish a world-leading protected area system that effectively 
conserves the State's unique natural assets for the benefit of all Queenslanders. 

The strategy will set the direction for the management and growth of Queensland's protected area 
estate for the next ten years, better connecting the community with their protected areas as well as 
sustainably growing and managing our existing protected area estate. 

The strategy will also support private protected area uptake and management by continuing and 
expanding the NatureAssist toolkit to support land owners in their management of nature refuges. 
The Palaszczuk Government has rebuilt this program after it was savagely cut by the Newman-
Nicholls Government. 

In June this year the Minister for Environment and Heritage Protection introduced the Nature 
Conservation (Special Wildlife Reserves) and Other Legislation Amendment Bill 2017 (the Bill). The 
Bill aimed to create a new category of protected area, making Queensland one of the first places in 
the world to allow private funds to be used to safeguard habitat on privately owned land in this way. 
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A special wildlife reserve would essentially let private landholders and conservation groups manage 
their land like a national park with a similar level of protection. 

While the Bill has lapsed due to the calling of the Queensland election, I want to assure you that a 
re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to pursue this legislation to expand our protected 
area network by providing national park level protections for private land with significant ecological 
value. 

Cape York Peninsula 

Like the Indigenous Land and Sea Ranger program, Labor is very proud of the Cape York Tenure 
Resolution Program. It has delivered great outcomes for both traditional owners and for all 
Queenslanders, who benefit from the increased care and protection provided to some our most 
special natural places through the program. 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will work with traditional owners, native representative bodies 
and other key stakeholders to determine the best way to build on the successes of this program 
beyond June 2019. 

The Palaszczuk Government has committed to progressing a World Heritage nomination for areas 
of Cape York Peninsula. We want to work collaboratively with Traditional Owners to develop the 
proposed nominations and advance the communities' aspirations via consent for the World Heritage 
process. 

Nominations will only be progressed where the relevant Traditional Owners have provided consent 
and broader community support can be achieved. It should also be noted that any nomination would 
need to be made by the Federal Government as party to the World Heritage Convention. 

Biodiversity Protection 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will undertake a comprehensive review of the biodiversity 
offsets framework in the next term of government. 

We will also work with stakeholders to progress and implement the recommendations of Koala 
Expert Panel. 

Environmental Legislation and Regulation 

During their short stint in government, the LNP presided over unprecedented cuts to jobs, programs 
and protections within the environment portfolio. During the Newman-Nicholls Government's short 
period in government they sacked almost 250 staff from the Department of Environment and 
Heritage Protection (EHP), more than 20 per cent of the department's workforce, including over 100 
staff cut from the regulator. This severely compromised its ability to oversee and ensure compliance 
with Queensland's environmental laws and regulations. 

We have worked hard to rebuild our resources and capacity to deliver strong environmental 
protections. In the last budget alone, we increased the operating budget for the Department of 
Environment and Heritage Protection, National Parks and the Great Barrier Reef by $51.9 million to 
$283 million to bolster the work of the environmental regulator and to rebuild front-line services. 
We have made a significant investment in putting more officers on the ground including creating 60 
new front-line and front-line support jobs, many of which are in regional Queensland. 
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We also strengthened the hand of the environment department by passing new laws for holding 
individual polluters to account for damage they cause. 
The Palaszczuk Government has also made great strides in increasing the transparency and 
openness to the public of the Environmental Regulator. In 2017, the Palaszczuk Government 
expanded the EHP online environmental authority (EA) register to boosts public transparency and 
dramatically increase the number of EAs available online. 

The Palaszczuk Government will invest $25 million over four years to improve the service delivery of 
Queensland's Environmental Regulator for the benefit of the community, industry and our 
environment. The reform program will focus on improving the regulator's understanding and 
identification of non-compliance risks, mine rehabilitation and delivery of cost effective compliance 
activities. 

The program will focus on projects that connect the community with the Environmental Regulator: 

• Increasing the number of environmental officers in regional areas through a local 
environmental inspector program and a dedicated community reporting function 

• A citizen science program that allows the Government and the community to work together on 
specific environmental issues and concerns 

• Changing how environmental officers engage with the community on assessment and 
compliance activities through a community engagement strategy 

• Creating a simple mobile app to make it easier for community members to report pollution 
events in their local area 

• Improve transparency and public reporting to provide a better state-wide understanding of 
environmental risks and issues. 

This will enhance the delivery of environmental regulatory services to protect our environment and 
help the Queensland Environmental Regulator to target areas of environmental risk and improve 
engagement with industry and the community. 

In our first term the Palaszczuk Government also commenced a program of major reforms to mine 
rehabilitation and the financial "bonds" for mines that will better protect the environment and taxpayers, 
and encourage jobs, more investment and growth in the resources sector. These reforms will be the 
most significant upgrade to the state's multi-billion dollar resources sector financial assurance and 
rehabilitation framework in nearly 20 years. 

This comprehensive package of mine rehabilitation and financial assurance reform includes: 

• A redesigned financial assurance framework tailored to operators based on their size and level 
of risk 

• Pooling financial assurance from mining companies into an interest-earning multi-million dollar 
rehabilitation fund 

• More options, such as insurance bonds, to make it easier for miners to provide their financial 
assurances 

• More funds to rehabilitate abandoned mines 

• Measures to ensure mined land is rehabilitated progressively rather than toward the end of a 
mine's life 

• Regular checks and reporting on progressive rehabilitation 
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• Better planning for rehabilitation and regular monitoring and reporting 

• More realistic calculation of rehab costs and a phase out of discounts on financial assurances 
for miners. 

These next-generation laws will ensure taxpayers are no longer left to foot the bill for failed mines or 
stranded assets. For the first time mines will be expected to progressively rehabilitate as land becomes 
available for rehab, and their performance will be audited and publicly reported. This policy will apply 
to all new mines and also be progressively applied to large operating mines to ensure there is a level 
playing field. 

Queensland's regional communities stand to benefit the most from this, as this policy will create jobs 
across the rehabilitation services industry. Regional towns are well-placed to provide people and skills 
to fill them. 
While the bill to legislate these measures has lapsed due to the dissolution of Parliament for the 
election, a re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to pursue these important reforms. 

In relation to a waste levy, the investigation currently underway by Justice Lyons into interstate 
waste transportation will likely consider this issue in detail. The government will give close 
consideration to his findings. 

The Government will consult with industry, local government and community stakeholders regarding 
the best policy solutions for the management of waste and promotion of recycling, in the context of 
the statutory review of the Queensland Waste Avoidance and Resource Productivity Strategy that is 
currently underway. 

Rivers Protection 

Queensland's wild rivers have an intrinsic value to the state. Many stakeholders have 
expressed their disappointment that the strong protections put in place by the previous Labor 
government were repealed by the LNP under Campbell Newman. The make-up of the 
parliament in this term made it difficult to restore the protections that the Wild Rivers 
declaration provided. 

A re-elected Labor government will work with traditional owners, stakeholders and communities 
to ensure our state's pristine rivers are protected. This will include a review of the Regional 
Planning Interests Act 2014, introduced by the former LNP government. 
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