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20 November 2017 

QCC’s priorities - Queensland Greens response 

Dear Tim, 

Thank you for the opportunity to respond on behalf of the Queensland Greens to Queensland Conservation 
Council’s Protecting Queensland’s Future Should Come Naturally priorities for the 2017 Queensland State 
election.   

I have also included our responses to your letter of 17 November 2017 regarding Minjerribah.  I have written 
separately to the Quandamooka Yoolooburrabee Aboriginal Corporation (QYAC) in response to their State 
Election 2017 Questions to Political Parties.   

Please accept our apologies for the delay in providing these responses.   

Land clearing 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

We strongly support restoring Queensland’s world-class protections for native forests and vegetation.  We 
support the specific proposals that QCC has articulated and appreciate the leadership provided by QCC and 
other organisations in this policy area.  Our party has called for strong protections for Queensland’s precious 
native bush for decades. 

The Queensland Greens also support emergency measures to protect all native wildlife and ecosystems 
from property development and other threats in an urban context.  Our Planning for People, Not Profit policy 
initiative included a plan to overhaul the Planning Act to achieve stronger community objection rights to 
major developments in the Planning and Environment Court, including fair costs rules as well as significantly 
restricting the operation of State Development Areas and Priority Development Areas under the  State 
Development and Public Works Organisation Act.  These areas have been used to eliminate protections for 
crucial native ecosystems on the urban fringe across Queensland.  

We also support a ban on new thermal coal mines and mine expansions, as well as a ban on fracking. 
These industries represent a major threat to biodiversity from land clearing.   
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Renewable energy 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

The Queensland Greens have announced a plan for a rapid transition to 100% publicly-owned clean energy 
by 2030 as part of a transition to a zero-pollution economy.  We support the government’s un-legislated 
target of 50% clean energy by 2030, but we acknowledge that to keep within safe climate limits we need to 
move much faster.   

Our Power for People Plan would directly invest $15 billion within the first five years and would establish a 
long-term objective of 100% community and public ownership for our energy system.  It would create 5,500 
good, steady jobs every single year in a continuous and predictable pipeline of work.   

Our plan for a transition to clean energy and away from fossil fuel extraction includes a plan to help workers 
and communities affected by the transition.  Our future must be cleaner, but it must also be fairer.   

The Power for People Plan would include a fair price for solar, and we support an expanded rollout of rooftop 
solar.   

We are calling for a rescue package for the Reef.  We need urgent action to stop water pollution, runaway 
tree clearing, overfishing and poisonous pesticide runoff. This will include catchment-specific targets for 
runoff and minimum standards for agricultural, construction and other activity within Reef catchments. 
These regulations would ramp up over time. The Greens would boost funding to help farmers tackle water 
pollution, funded via our plans to make sure mining companies and property developers pay their fair share. 

The Queensland Greens support fully funding and implementing the recommendations of the Queensland 
government’s Water Science Task Force.   

The Queensland Greens also strongly support restoring Queensland’s world-class protections for native 
forests and vegetation. We have called for strong protections for Queensland’s precious native bush for 
decades.  

We support a ban on all new fossil fuel power stations, a ban on new thermal coal mines and thermal coal 
mine expansions, and a ban on fracking.  We also support ending fossil fuel subsidies.   

Climate change  

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

The Greens have publicly committed to a policy of zero climate pollution by 2050, with 100% clean energy by 
2030.  We support a full-scale mobilisation to stop dangerous global warming.  We also support taking 
responsibility for the climate pollution that we export, including coal exports.  

Economic and social transitions 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

Our plan for a transition to clean energy and away from fossil fuel extraction includes a plan to help workers 
and communities affected by the transition.  Our future must be cleaner, but it must also be fairer.  This 
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process must be strongly coordinated and crucially must be backed by real investment in job-creating 
projects by government.  An example of such a transition is the $1 billion Clean Energy Transition Fund 
announced by the Australian Greens.  We support the creation of a dedicated government authority to 
manage and plan the transition away from fossil fuels and make sure no one is left behind.   

Australia’s history of industrial transitions in the automotive, garment and food processing sectors has been 
a litany of failure from government.  This time must be different.   

Many areas of regional Queensland are facing a recession even before we transition away from fossil fuels. 
The Queensland Greens have laid out an ambitious platform which would create a jobs and investment 
boom across Queensland.  Our plans for universal housing in A Home For All would involve a constant 
rollout of social housing construction in the regions, creating 16,000 jobs every single year.  Our Power for 
People Plan would directly invest $15 billion within the first five years and create 5,500 good steady jobs 
every single year in a continuous and predictable pipeline of work.   

Great Barrier Reef 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

We are calling for a rescue package for the Reef.  We need urgent action to stop water pollution, runaway 
tree clearing, overfishing and poisonous pesticide runoff. This will include catchment-specific targets for 
runoff and minimum standards for agricultural, construction and other activity within Reef catchments. 
These regulations would ramp up over time. The Greens would boost funding to help farmers tackle water 
pollution, funded via our plans to make sure mining companies and property developers pay their fair share. 

The Queensland Greens support fully funding and implementing the recommendations of the Queensland 
government’s Water Science Task Force.   

We would also fully implement the Queensland Sustainable Fisheries Strategy 2017-2027. This would 
include create ‘Net Free Far North Queensland’ to protect turtles and dugongs.  

Adani and NAIF 

The Greens completely oppose the Adani coal mine.  We support a ban on all new fossil fuel power stations, 
a ban on new thermal coal mines and thermal coal mine expansions, and a ban on fracking.  We also 
support ending fossil fuel subsidies.   

The Queensland government could do any of the following immediately: 

● Veto the $1bn loan from the federal government under the federal Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Facility Act 2015.   

● Scrap the $300m tax break from the Queensland government 
● Back the Wangan and Jagalingou traditional owners in their fight against Adani to defend their land 

rights 
● Cancel Adani's licence to operate in Queensland on the basis of its shocking environmental and 

track record overseas and allegations of fraud, money laundering and corruption. 
● Cancel Adani's unlimited groundwater licence 
● Scrap Adani’s “critical infrastructure” status.   
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● Simply legislate to stop the mine 

Protected Areas 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

We particularly support an ambitious expansion of protected areas.  We would fund the purchase of these 
areas out of our previously announced plans to make sure mining companies and property developers pay 
their fair share.  

Cape York Peninusla 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.  We gratefully acknowledge the leadership provided 
by local traditional owners, QCC, the Australian Conservation Foundation, the Wilderness Society and other 
organisations in this area.   

Biodiversity protection 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

The Greens hold some concerns that Regional Forest Agreements did not provide adequate protection for 
biodiversity.  We support the conversion of some areas of State Forest into protected areas.   

Environmental legislation and departmental changes 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

Rivers and water  

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

QCC and regional conservation 

The Queensland Greens support all of these priorities.   

QYAC State Election Commitments 

The Queensland Greens have supported the end of sand mining and recognition of native title rights on 
Minjerribah for many years.   

In response to your letter of 17 November 2017, we are pleased to confirm our support for all of your 
proposals.  We will continue to be guided in this area by QYAC, and we have written to them separately to 
confirm our support for their proposals.   

Some of our commitments on environmental protection are online here:  

● https://greens.org.au/qld/initiatives/protecting-nature  
● https://greens.org.au/qld/stopadani  
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Please feel free to get in touch if you have any further questions or concerns.   

Kind regards, 

 

Amy MacMahon 

Queensland Greens Lead Spokesperson and candidate for South Brisbane 
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