
A Tim Nicholls-led Liberal National Government will provide a balanced 
approach and maintain a common sense vegetation management 

framework that protects rural jobs and the local environment.

The Problem
Annastacia Palaszczuk tried to demonise farmers 
and tie them in ‘green tape’ to stop them from 
managing their land effectively.

Labor’s stance is not about protecting the 
environment. It’s about protecting inner city Labor 
seats. Labor is so desperate to secure Green 
preferences they will sell out Queensland’s farmers.

Labor has consistently used this issue to hoodwink 
voters and treat farmers like criminals.

Make no mistake, if Labor is re-elected it will re-
introduce its unfair anti-farmer, anti-development 
laws without consultation and proper consideration 
to the issues on the land.

At a time of record drought, Labor’s approach is 
nothing more than a kick in the guts.

Our Record
In government, the LNP worked with the agriculture 
sector and reduced the burden on Queensland 
landholders with its common sense vegetation 
management framework.

We have maintained a consistent position and 
continued to stand up for the rights of farmers to 
manage their land. We successfully defended our 
common sense reforms in the parliament in 2016 
against Annastacia Palaszczuk’s attempt to re-
introduce unworkable restrictions.

The LNP works with farmers and landholders and 
key stakeholder groups to deliver workable, common 

sense solutions that allow farmers to get on with the 
job of managing their farms.

We believe farmers and landholders deserve to be 
treated fairly.

Our Real Plan
A Tim Nicholls-led LNP Government will continue to 
provide a balanced approach to maintain a common 
sense vegetation management framework that 
protects rural jobs and the local environment, while 
providing important export opportunities.

The LNP strongly opposes Labor’s laws that included 
‘reverse onus of proof’ that made farmers prove they 
were innocent when accused of illegal clearing. 

Labor’s laws denied farmers a fundamental principle 
of the ‘presumption of innocence’ – and treated 
them like criminals.

If Labor is returned to power, it has promised to 
dismantle the LNP’s common sense vegetation 
management framework, re-introduce its unfair laws 
and take us back to the bad old days of farmer and 
landholder demonisation.

The LNP is determined to stand up for Queensland 
farmers and landholders against Labor’s bullying 
tactics.

We want to work with farmers and landholders and 
create jobs and export opportunities in regional and 
rural communities, which is why agriculture is one of 
our six drivers to Build a Better Queensland.

To learn more about Our Plan visit
betterqueensland.org.au
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Frequently Asked Questions
What can farmers and landholders expect if Labor is 
re-elected to government?
While Labor’s Vegetation Management (Reinstatement) 
Amendment Bill was defeated, the Bill had a 
retrospective impact. It left landholders in limbo, 
uncertain what to do, stopping investment, development 
and rural production.

If Labor is returned to power, it has promised to 
reintroduce its anti-farmer laws – with a retrospective 
impact which will leave landholders in limbo and 
uncertain what to do.

Why can’t common ground be found on this issue?
The truth is Labor loves this issue. They are happy to 
demonise farmers to win green support in inner city 
seats and pander to loony left green activists. Labor 
loves to blame farmers and treat them like criminals.

Doesn’t the satellite data show rates of tree-clearing 
have soared in Queensland?
The Statewide Landcover and Trees Study (SLATS) has 
shown that the average vegetation clearing rate under 
the LNP (3 years 2012-2014) was around 30% lower 
than the average over the last 28 years. Last year’s 
SLATS report acknowledged the increase from 2011 
was … “attributed to a general landholder willingness 
to invest in property management in response to better 
cattle prices, management of more rapidly growing 
regrowth vegetation.”

Labor’s claims that tree-clearing soared under the 
LNP is completely incorrect and nothing more than a 
scare campaign to justify their attack on farmers and 
landholders in rural and regional Queensland.

What’s the link between tree-clearing and the health 
of the Great Barrier Reef?
Labor loves to link tree-clearing with climate change, 
sediment and chemical run-off and all threats to the 
Great Barrier Reef.

But as noted, the average vegetation clearing rate 
under the LNP was around 30% less than the average 
over the last 28 years. This demonstrates the LNP’s 
policies got the balance right. The 2014 report card on 
the Great Barrier Reef showed the pesticide load had 
been reduced by 28 per cent, sediment load by 11 per 
cent and total nitrogen load by 10 per cent compared 
with the 2009 baseline. There was also a 16 per cent 
reduction in dissolved inorganic nitrogen, the key 
pollutant linked to crown-of-thorns starfish outbreaks.

The LNP remains committed to protecting the Great 
Barrier Reef and developed a 35-year plan with the 
Commonwealth Government to protect and manage 
the reef. 
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Vegetation Clearing Rates (SLATS Report)
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