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Welcome to Spinifex News
Queensland Plan – 
Government Plan 
not a People Plan 
A review of public comments made 
during the consultation process 
of developing the first draft of the 
Queensland plan, concluded that 
the key question for the future is 
the question of balance between 
economy and environment.

Most people believe that Queensland 
has not got that balance right. There is 
significant disagreement about what 
the right balance is. Despite this the 
working draft expresses only one side 
of that disagreement, the side closest 
to the governments own view.

Queensland Conservation believes 
that it is essential that the plan be 
changed to reflect differing views 
and that the government support 
further public dialogue on what is the 
right balance between economy and 
environment. That public dialogue 
must be conducted in an open and 
informed way. 

Fraser Island Great 
Walk Extended
On March 17 volunteers from Mackay 
to the Gold Coast commenced work 
to extend the Fraser Island Great Walk 
a further 52 kilometres northwards 
from Lake Garawongera to Arch Cliffs.  
The completed walk will traverse 
some of the most pristine forests on 
Fraser Island and pass four lakes – 
Bowarrady, Freshwater, Coomboo and 
Hidden – that are accessible only to 
walkers, as well as other spectacular 
features. The route follows former 
forestry and logging tracks and has 
shelters for campers along the way. 
The George Haddock track named 
after a well renowned volunteer will 
allow walkers to hike almost 200k  
through the interior of the island from 
Hook Point to Arch Cliffs.

If the Newman Government goes full 
term, Queensland will have a state 
election in 2015. An election that is 
shaping up to be very interesting. 

For those concerned for the environment 
the election will be an opportunity 
to shape the future and have their 
say on the Newman Governments 
performance. We don’t need to mince 
words on this, there has been too 
much winding back on environmental 
protection. Since coming to power the 
Newman Government has rolled back 
a wide range of good and positive 

environmental initiatives. Land clearing laws, uranium mining bans, coastal, 
river and wildlife protections and, of course, essential environmental laws. On 
climate, we have a state government in denial on human-induced climate 
change, even removing assumed sea level rise from hazard maps. Even simple 
things such as banning single use plastic bags seems to be a bridge too far. 
This has not been a good time for the environment.

However, the previous State government, whilst not pursuing the degree of 
wind backs we are seeing, did not have a great agenda on the environment, 
particularly on the protection of the reef from escalating industrialisation  
and fossil fuel exports. Environmentalists will be looking for better policies for 
the future.

The positive thing about an election is that it gives all political parties the 
opportunity for presenting a new and different agenda. We will be looking 
very carefully at all political parties to ensure that the environment and its 
protection is central to their agenda.

As Al Gore famously said …Government is a renewable resource. Government 
can renew its policies and oppositions and other parties can renew their 
agenda for an improved environment.

Our Future, Our Choice.

Toby Hutcheon,  
Executive Director

A Win for The Whales!
Over the last 25 years, more than 10,000 whales have been killed in the 
Southern Ocean Whale Sanctuary by Japanese whalers. On the 31st of March 
the International Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled that Japan’s so called ‘scientific 
whaling’ program breaks international law and must stop. The judgments of 
the ICJ have binding force and are without appeal. 

Our thanks and congratulations to everyone who stood up for the 
whales! This is a huge victory.



Spinifex May 2014 | www.QldConservation.org.au  Page 3

DIRECTORY
Executive Director: Toby Hutcheon

Manager: Wendy Dell

Book keeper: Vicki Conlon

Marketing & Communications:  
Maryanne Thompson

General email: info@QldConservation.org.au 
Website:  www.QldConservation.org.au 
Phone:  (07) 3846 7833  
Fax:  (07) 3846 6965

  
www.facebook.com/QueenslandConservation

  
www.twitter.com/QldConservation

Spinifex
Editor:  Maryanne Thompson 
Designer:  Six String Design
Printer:  Icon Print 
Cover Photo:  Owen Wilson Photography 

Advertising enquiries
Connections@QldConservation.org.au

ABN 89 717 887 219

Articles published in Spinifex represent the 
views and opinions of the authors and do not 
necessarily reflect the opinions of Queensland 
Conservation as an organisation.

©  Copyright in all articles remains with the author.

Spinifex is printed on 
Ecostar Silk 100% 
Recycled Paper.

UNESCO Shares 
Concern for the Reef
The World Heritage Committee meets 
in Doha, Qatar in June of this year 
and the Great Barrier Reef will be on 
that agenda. UNESCO has released a 
report expressing concern and regret 
about our governments decisions to 
allow dredge spoil dumping at Abbot 
Point and the serious decline of the 
Reef’s health. 

The International body who have 
not commented to date have 
also criticized the “inappropriate” 
environmental offset conditions 
attached to the Abbot Point 
development and the decision to 
allow another gas hub in Gladstone 
Harbour.

According to WWF Reef Campaigner 
Richard Leck UNESCO’S concern is 
shared by thousands of Australians 
and hundreds of leading scientists and 
coupled with this report could indeed 
allow the possibility for the WHC to 
declare the Reef ‘World Heritage in 
Danger’
Source: http://www.wwf.org.au/?9680/UNESCO-dumps-on-
Abbot-Point-decision

Cert no. L2/0001.2010

March in March 
In the best traditions of people power 
March in March encouraged people 
to take to the streets to voice their 
concerns about the Commonwealth 
Governments current agenda. Led 
by Matthew Donovan, the Brisbane 
March consisted of all walks of life 
with varying agendas. 

The non-violent rallies according to 
the organisers “signifies a ‘people’s 
vote of no confidence’ in government 
policies and decisions that go against 
common principles of humanity, 
decency, fairness, social justice and 
equity, democratic governance, 
responsible global citizenship and 
conserving our natural heritage” 

The event, now called March Australia, 
will have its next national event on  
31 August 2014.

Content supplied by Matthew 
Donovan. 

Gethin Hill Photography

Become a monthly 
donor today and 
keep our voice  
for the environment 
strong!

www.qldconservation.org.au
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FEATURE 

Solar Citizens
Solar Citizens is a new community project to bring 
together existing and future solar owners to ensure the 
rights of solar owners are protected and to help see 
Australia put a panel on every rooftop.

Solar Citizens is an initiative of 100% Renewable – a 
community organisation to help Australia move towards 
a renewable energy future. Locally there are groups in 
Brisbane and on the Sunshine Coast. To learn more visit 
www.solarcitizens.org.au

Solar Citizens will work to ensure:

•  Every Australian is able to take up the benefits of solar 
in their home or in their community

•  Solar homeowners are paid a fair price for the power 
they contribute to the grid

•  Solar homeowners are able to connect to the grid

•  Solar homeowners are not 
subject to unreasonable 
charges or tariffs

Source: http://www.solarcitizens.org.au

Power to the 
(Solar) People 
By Toby Hutcheon

There is nothing 
more inspiring than 
seeing individuals and 
communities acting for 
positive change. 

When it comes to positive change on 
climate it’s happening everywhere 
you look, except of course, in the 
corridors our elected representatives 
in the Commonwealth and State 
bureaucracies.

Both jurisdictions are stepping 
backwards on climate and energy 
policy and increasingly look out of step 
with the people they represent. 

We thought we would look at two 
things that have happened recently 
that have inspired us and provided us 
with great hope for the future.

The Solar 
Revolution 
Queensland now has over 330,000 
households with solar panels, with 
numbers increasing. That means that 
over a third of all homes with solar 
in Australia are in Queensland. That 
change has happened very quickly 
and very dramatically. Six years ago,  
I used to give a presentation on 
climate change where I said that 
there are more kangaroos in Australia 
than there are in Austria, but there 
are more solar panels in Austria than 
there are in Australia. The statement 
was an indictment on the so-called 
sunshine state. I can no longer make 
such a statement. Solar people power 
has arrived.

Whilst many make the solar 
investment to combat rising electricity 

prices-and that’s a very good reason-
the result is a better future and a 
cleaner environment. The fact is 
that the cost of solar energy is now, 
at least, on a par with other dirty 
sources like coal and gas. When you 
take account of future transmission 
costs, environmental benefits and 
adaptation to climate impacts,  
solar energy is a vastly cheaper and 
better option.

So where are all these households  
in Queensland that have joined the 
solar revolution? 

The answer is not where you might 
think. They are not in the swanky 
suburbs of Brisbane or the Sunshine 
Coast. They are in the ‘battler 
suburbs.’ According to data the place 
with the most solar panels in Australia 
is Bundaberg, followed by Mackay, 
Caloundra, Gympie and Ipswich. 
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The 2014 Community Climate Action Summit is coming to Brisbane this August. Communities, businesses, schools, universities and industries all across Australia are looking past the political rhetoric to get on with the job of creating the kind of sustainable futures that we want to live in. 
To learn more about  the summit go to  climatesummit.org.au 

Green electricity 
Today more than 647,000 Australian 
households and businesses support 
GreenPower – you too can support the 
renewable energy industry in Australia.

Around 90% of electricity* used in 
Australia is still generated from the 
burning of fossil fuels such as coal and 
over 34% of Australia’s emissions 
come from electricity generation**. 

The benefit of switching to 
GreenPower accredited renewable 
energy is that it does not burn fossil 
fuels and therefore doesn’t produce 
greenhouse gasses. Other benefits 
include:

•  Reducing your household 
greenhouse emissions by around 
50%*** by switching to 100% 
GreenPower;

•  Renewable energy does not 
deplete any resources;

•  Driving demand for renewable 
energy, helping it to compete 
with polluting coal and gas based 
generation; and 

•  Helping to reduce water 
consumption as renewable energy 
generators generally use less water 
than coal and gas powered stations.

Source: http://www.greenpower.gov.au/

FEATURE

The Queensland 
Plan says  
Go Renewable
As part of the public engagement on 
Queensland’s future, the government 
instigated a comprehensive survey of 
community views on some key topics. 
The topics included the environment 
and energy. 

What was the view of the public on 
energy? Overwhelmingly it was pro 
clean, renewable energy. Indeed when 
it came to discussing future energy, 
coal did not even get a mention. The 
public response was very clear, this is 
reflected in the draft QLD plan where 
success is described as “renewable 
energy will be the norm by 2030” 

The challenge is now to make it 
happen. People power is happening, 
we are ready to go. But where is the 
State Government? Where are the 
positive policies for our future?

In the next 12 months or so, we will 
have a State election. We think its time 
to put renewable energy firmly on 
the agenda-not with empty rhetoric 
but with a clear set of policies to 
make Queensland a renewable state, 

particularly through solar energy. Put 
the sun back in the sunshine state.

It’s our view the political parties that 
have the best policies on renewable 
energy in Queensland will win a 
lot of support. Renewable energy, 
particularly solar, is now mainstream 
so these are not simply ‘greenie 
votes.’ This support will come from the 
330,000 households with solar (call 
that half a million citizens) and their 
like-minded friends and neighbours. 
The data from the Queensland Plan 
and many other sources suggest 
that Queenslanders support a solar 
future. It’s good for the hip pocket, 
the environment and the future of 
Queensland.

At the end of the day we need to 
appreciate that we live on a planet 
that is part of a solar system. Our 
sun already provides us with more 
energy than any other sources. A 2007 
CSIRO Report for the Department 
of Mines and Energy concluded 
that Queensland ‘has vast resources 
for electricity from large-scale solar 
thermal, solar PV, wind or fractured 
rock. Individually or together they 
could supply all required electricity 
generation and abate all greenhouse 
gas emissions from that sector.’

Divestment
Divestment is the opposite of an 

investment–it simply means getting 

rid of stocks, bonds or investment 

funds that are unethical or morally 

ambiguous. Fossil Fuel investments 

are a risk for investors and the planet– 

hence encouraging institutions to 

divest from these companies.

for more information visit 

http://gofossilfree.org/about
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CLIMATE

The recent International panel 
on Climate change (IPCC) 5th 
Assessment Report provides clear 
scientific views on the current state 
of the climate and its potential 

environmental and socio-economic 
impacts. The IPCC report warns of a 
hotter Australia with more variable 
climate conditions, more droughts 
in some parts, and more rain and 

extreme weather in others. This will 
have massive costs to the economy, 
the community and the environment.

We are a land of droughts  
and flooding rains, conditions 
that are set to get worse with 
a changing climate. By Toby Hutcheon

Queenslanders already know about the effects of a changing climate.  
We know of worsening drought in the west and we know about more  
intense and damaging storms and floods closer to the coast. 
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Risks to local community

The population of Queensland is susceptible  

to heat-related deaths. Without mitigation, 

climate change is projected to cause an  

increase in the number of days in Brisbane  

above 35 degrees Celsius from 1 per year to  

up to 21 per year by 2070. 

With no mitigation, total temperature-related 

deaths in Queensland may reach 5878 by  

2100 compared to 1747 in a world with  

no human-induced climate change.

Source: http://www.climatechange.gov.au/climate-change/ 

adapting-climate-change 

CLIMATE

Worrying Sea Level 
Rise predicted for 
Coastal Regions 
In coastal regions, where the vast 
majority of Queenslanders live, the 
impacts from sea level rise and storm 
surge are particularly worrying. 

As the Commonwealth Department  
of Environment has stated ‘in 
Queensland there are between 48,000 
-67,000 homes, 1440 commercial 
buildings and 4700kms of roads at  
risk with a 1.1 mt sea level rise.’

The Commonwealth also warns us 
that more intense storms will disrupt 
Queensland. By 2030 projections 
show a 60% increase in severe 
storm intensity. These impacts have 
astronomical cost to our economy, 
society and the environment. In 2011 
with three quarters of Queensland 
declared a disaster zone, economic 
costs were estimated at $30 billion.

The proposed Planning for 
Queensland’s Prosperity 2014 does 
not recognise human induced climate 
change. As a result there are no specific 
actions to protect any State Interests.

The Department of State Development, 
Infrastructure and Planning (DSDIP) 
recently advised councils that assumed 
sea level rises (currently set at 0.8m 
by 2100) had been removed from the 
State hazard maps. 

The combination of sea level rise and 
storm surge are of particular concern 
to both infrastructure and community 
safety. The implications of these 
changes for local government are 
very clear- increased costs and liability 
risks. Local government will now be 
responsible for assessing climate risk, 
for mapping hazard areas and wearing 
liabilities for any planning decisions 
based upon climate protection.

Queensland Mayors 
urged to act now
Queensland Conservation Council and 
key regional conservation councils 
have written to all Queensland 
Mayors urging them to act to protect 
Queensland from the growing impacts 
of a changing climate.

There is still time to act to protect 
ourselves and future generations. 

The stumbling block in Queensland is 
now the State Government that seems 
to be in denial about anthropogenic 
(human induced) climate change. 

We have urged all mayors to resist 
this approach by the state, which 
is effectively removing itself from 
the responsibility of protecting and 
adapting the community from human 
induced climate change impacts.

We have said to all Mayors, accept the 
IPCC science. It is the best and most 
knowledgeable advice we have. Act to 
make sure that the State Government 
takes responsibility through its 
planning and policies, and put in 
place local measures that will protect 
economy, society and environment 
from the impacts of a changing 
climate. We need to make Queensland 
more resilient and we need to work 
together to achieve this.

Queensland Conservation has long 
advocated the notion that crisis 
has two meanings-problem and 
opportunity. We need to take the 
opportunity to avert future climate 
risks and to protect ourselves from the 
impacts already happening. There 
is hope and there are many positive 
options we can take. We must start by 
accepting the best science.

References:  http://www.climatechange.gov.au/climate-change/adapting-climate-change
IPCC 5th Assessment Report can be downloaded at www.ippc.ch
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WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Call Premier Newman’s office TODAY 

on 3719 7000 and tell him you don’t 

support dirty and dangerous uranium 

mining anywhere in Queensland and 

you urge him to re-instate the ban.

Call your state MP’s office TODAY and 

tell them the same thing.

With your support in this an 

election year with the Newman 

government under great pressure, 

we can change this!

WATER

Campaign Against Uranium 
Mining Steams On! By Mark Bailey*

There is less than 100 
days to go before 
uranium mines become 
legal in Queensland due 
to Premier Newman 
breaking his pre-election 
promise to retain the ban 
on uranium mining.

The campaign is gathering 
momentum and is focused on 
Townsville where 200,000 people live 
half an hour or less from the highest-
grade uranium deposit in Queensland 
in the Hervey Range at Ben Lomond.

Since the campaign commenced late 
last year, Labor has made it clear they 
will reinstate the ban on uranium 
mining in Queensland if elected, as will 
the Greens. Shane Knuth, the Katter 
MP for Dalrymple has joined Labor 
and the Greens in publicly opposing 
a uranium mine at the specific site of 
Ben Lomond but doesn’t necessarily 
oppose one in remote locations.

Dangers to 
Waterways
The campaign has highlighted the 
dangers to local water catchments 
given the documented history 
of waterway contamination of 
Keelbottom Creek in the 1980s as 
well as the obvious threat to the reef 
and to residents.

A recent study by the Swiss Institute 
of Technology, partly funded by 
uranium corporation AREVA, shows 
uranium is much more mobile 
in heavy rainfall environments 
than previously understood. The 
study has clear relevance to North 
Queensland’s wet season climate 
yet the Newman government is not 
interested in further investigating 
this emerging science.

Another great worry is that Prime 
Minister Abbott may hand sole 
power to approve uranium mines 
to Premier Newman as discussions 
have already commenced about 
doing exactly that as part of new 
environmental Bilateral agreements.

The Newman government’s own 
so-called “Best Practice Framework” 
does not ban uranium exports 
across the Great Barrier Reef and in 
facts outlines a special process for 
Queensland ports to apply to the 
Co-ordinator General which looks a 
lot like a fast track.

The Port of Townsville says openly 
in its submission to the Newman 
government they “want to be the 
gateway to Queensland’s uranium 
mines”. 

The residents of Townsville and the 
region have not been consulted about 
any of this and have received no 
information from their local Newman 
government MP’s Mr Crisafulli, Mr 
Hathaway, Mr Cox and Ms Menkins.

In March, the Townsville City Council 
reaffirmed its anti nuclear policy in a 
unanimous and bipartisan vote, which 
included Councillors from both LNP 
and Labor leanings. Congratulations 
to them for standing up for their local 
residents!

This now leaves the Newman 
government MP’s isolated as the only 
supporters of a uranium mine half an 
hour from Townsville with Sam Cox MP 
publicly justifying uranium mining so 
close to his Thuringowa constituents. 

* Mark Bailey is standing as a candidate for the ALP Yerongpilly at the next State election and is no longer 
working with the Queensland Nuclear Free Campaign.
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WATER

Save Moreton Bay – 
Campaign Update
The South East QLD Council of Mayors visited 
Canberra in March to push their funding agenda  
for Moreton Bay.

Cr Graham Quirk; chairman of the 
SEQ Mayors stated “although road 
and transport infrastructure remains 
a focus of our advocacy efforts, our 
priority for the next financial year is 
investment in our waterways”

“Droughts, floods, erosion and 
sedimentation have compromised 
the safety of our drinking water and 
also the waterways we rely on to 
support our economic growth through 
agriculture, tourism and world-class 
fisheries. To protect this vital resource, 
the Council of Mayors has led the 
charge in the formation of a high level 
agreement between key organisations 
involved in catchment management; 
the first step in developing a 30 year 
management plan based on the  
input of the collective organisations”

“This is a challenging time for 
Australia and for South East 
Queensland but we look forward 
to working with the federal 
government to build an even 
brighter future for our region and 
the nation.”

Queensland Conservation has been 
specifically working on the issue of 
a better plan and more funding for 
Moreton Bay for some time. With 
our partners, that include catchment 
and agricultural organisations, we 
have argued for effective catchment 
management to stop erosion and 
reduce the sediment loads polluting 
the bay. The involvement of the 
SEQ Council of Mayors and others is 
welcomed. However, the goal of any 
plan for the bay must be to restore the 
natural function of the catchment and 
reduce pollution into Moreton bay.
Source: http://www.councilofmayorsseq.qld.gov.au/News/?id=155

What we want
1.  An agreed and coordinated 

plan for Moreton Bay with an 
investment strategy

2.  Key stakeholder groups to 
administer and deliver upon 
the plan and to meet targets

3.  Commonwealth, State 
and Local Government 
investment in actions to 
rehabilitate landscapes and 
reduce sediment into the bay

4.  Other parties (eg utilities) 
to invest in rehabilitation 
programs

5.  Ongoing monitoring and 
review of progress towards 
sediment reduction and 
pollution goals

For more information on the Save Moreton Bay Campaign or visit 
http://qldconservation.org.au/be-informed/water/save-moreton-bay/
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NATURE

Cutting Green Tape causes 
Flashing Red Light for the 
Environment

Images courtesy of SEQ Catchments.

Since coming into power, the Queensland government has been pushing through 
legislation relating to the environment one piece after another, creating a state of 
confusion among many. Queensland Conservation Council asked the Environmental 
Defenders Office for their professional views on each of the proposed major 
reforms, which will adversely affect our state. 

Environmental 
offsets new key 
government policy 
– but no evidence 
to say they are 
effective 
Environmental offsets are actions 
taken to counterbalance unavoidable, 
negative environmental impacts 
that result from an activity or a 
development; for example native 
vegetation clearing, coastal and 
wetland development and habitat 
destruction. 

In a move aimed at ‘cutting green 
tape’, the Queensland Government 
introduced the Environmental Offsets 
Bill 2014 to Parliament and released 
a draft single offsets policy, which will 
replace the existing specific offsets 
policies on koalas, vegetation, marine 
fish habitat and biodiversity. 

For the first time, the Bill allows the 
proponent to simply pay money into a 
fund administered by the Government 
to satisfy all offset obligations. After 
the payment is made, the proponent 

would have no liability to ensure the 
offset outcomes will be achieved. 
There are indications that some of the 
financial payments made for offsets 
will instead be given to landowners for 
pest and weed management.

EDO Qld has a number of other 
concerns with the new offsets Bill 
and policy:

1.  The Bill does not strengthen 
the assessment of ‘avoidance’ 
and ‘mitigation’ measures, nor 
does it prevent unacceptable 
impacts from being designated as 
acceptable by the use of offsets;

2.  The Coordinator General, who 
approves the biggest and most 
environmentally risky projects, is 
not bound by minimum offsets 
requirements;

3.  The Bill requires a process for 
‘maintaining the viability of the 
species’, rather than ensuring there 
is a net environmental gain;

4.  Offsets should not be restricted to 
only significant residual impacts 
but should apply to all impacts, 
and on all protected species under 
the Nature Conservation Act; and

5.  The draft policy proposes a 
maximum ratio capped at 1:4, 
which in some instances, could 
be much lower than the science 
provides is necessary to protect 
some species.

EDO Qld is especially concerned that 
the concept of ecological equivalence, 
or ‘like for like’, does not appear in the 
proposed legislation.  

As explained below, this policy could 
soon become the only applicable 
offsets policy in Queensland, even for 
matters of national environmental 
significance, if the delegation 
of approval powers from the 
Commonwealth to the Queensland 
Government goes ahead later this 
year. EDO Qld will continue our efforts 
to improve the Queensland offsets 
framework.
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NATURE

Qld Government 
intends to remove 
community rights 
to make objections 
and submissions on 
development
Currently in Qld, the law provides 
residents and community groups with 
a right to participate in the decision-
making process, through lodging 
objections where developments are 
‘impact assessable’ and fall outside 
of the intentions of a local planning 
scheme. All this is about to be 
changed with the introduction of new 
planning legislation – the curiously 
titled “Planning for Prosperity Act 
2014,” which will repeal the current 
Sustainable Planning Act 2009.

EDO Qld is deeply concerned that 
the new legislation will remove 
community rights to make 
submissions and objections on 
development. 

In summary, it appears the new 
legislation will:

•  Remove internationally accepted 
principles of Ecologically Sustainable 
Development (which balance 
economic, social and environmental 
objectives), and replace them with 
‘economic development’ and 
‘prosperity’ as the objects of the Act;

•  Remove long-standing community 
rights to appeal against 
development – local councils will 
have to ‘opt in’ to maintaining 
existing community rights; and

•  Remove references to climate 
change. 

All this has taken place in a vacuum 
of public consultation. Compare this 
with NSW and other states that have 
undertaken major planning reform, 
where public discussion papers and 
transparent consultation generated 
useful ideas for government to consider. 

We believe that community voices 
should not be left out of the law 
reform process. EDO Qld, along  
with Queensland Conservation,  
will continue to call for transparent, 
public consultation on these  
important reforms.  

For more information and to keep up to date with the 
latest in environmental law reform, please visit our website  
www.edo.org.au/edoqld

The proposal for a ‘one stop shop’  
for environmental approvals  
threatens biodiversity protection 
The Commonwealth is currently negotiating with Queensland to delegate 
Commonwealth decision-making powers under the Environment Protection 
and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act) to the Queensland 
Government, using a statutory agreement called an “approval bilateral 
agreement”. If this agreement is signed, the Queensland Government will 
be approving impacts on matters of national environmental significance 
including impacts on World Heritage, national heritage, migratory and 
threatened species, as well as complying with our international obligations 
under various environmental protection conventions and agreements. 

As highlighted by the Australian Network of Environmental Defenders Offices 
(ANEDO), it is a conflict of interest to allow States to assess and approve State-
sponsored development on behalf of the Commonwealth. The Commonwealth 
has the mandate and willingness to consider the needs of the whole of Australia 
when approving projects that could affect the matters of national environmental 
significance. We must ask, what is the likelihood that the Queensland Government 
will put the national interest before its own State interest when approving 
development within Queensland, including State-endorsed coal expansion plans 
that damage matters of national environmental significance? 

Furthermore, the Commonwealth has not provided any information 
on whether it will put in place rigorous oversight or independent 
assessment measures to ensure Queensland is meeting federal 
environmental standards. 

In order to ensure the efficient and effective implementation of the EPBC Act, 
the following steps must be taken by the Commonwealth:

1.  The Commonwealth must retain its power to protect Australia’s 
environment for the benefit of present and future generations of 
Australians. 

2.  The Commonwealth must renegotiate environmental assessment 
agreements in Queensland and seize this once-in-a-generation 
opportunity to lift environmental standards across Australia to produce a 
more consistent national standard of environment protection.

3.  State and territory environmental impact assessment should only be 
accredited when it achieves the objectives of the EPBC Act and enshrines 
best practice environmental standards. 

4.  Developments that pose a conflict of interest for states – i.e. state-
developed projects or where the state has a significant financial interest 
– must be excluded from assessment agreements and instead continue to 
be assessed by the Commonwealth. 

5.  The Commonwealth must retain power to assess any development itself 
when it decides it is necessary on environmental protection grounds.

6.  The Australian Government must properly audit compliance with 
assessment bilateral agreements throughout the life of the agreements to 
ensure states and territories are properly fulfilling the challenge of protecting 
nationally significant environmental matters in the national interest. 

By EDO QLD
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COMMUNITY

Queenslanders take up the challenge to go plastic bag free
Over 3,000 individuals, communities, 
businesses and schools across 
Queensland took up the challenge 
to go plastic bag free in March with 
some very positive outcomes.

Thanks to the efforts of the Fraser Coast sector of the 
Wildlife Preservation Society of Queensland, the Fraser 
Coast Regional Council have announced that it will aim 
to reduce the popularity of plastic bags in the region. As 
part of a new project the council will form a working group 
with local business and community members towards a 
campaign to educate and provide better bag options.

The Capricorn Ratepayers and Resident Association 
organized a meeting involving groups and organisations 
such as Fitzroy River and Coastal Catchments, the 
Capricorn Conservation Council, Landcare, Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park Authority, Capricorn Coast Business and 
Tourism, Central Queensland University and local business 
Sandy’s Bazaar, and Livingston Shire Council.

The meeting sought views from the group on the objectives 
and strategies it would need to adopt in order to reduce 
and ultimately bring an end to plastic bag use on the 
Capricorn Coast within the target period of five years.

Our thanks to the Wildlife Preservation Society of 
Queensland for their support in getting the message out 
to as many Queenslanders as possible that plastic bags 
are wasteful and deadly.

Help to create a Plastic Bag Free Queensland 
PLEDGE:  www.PlasticBagFreeQld.org.au

PHONE:  (07) 3846 7833

EMAIL:  PlasticBagFreeQLD@QldConservation.org.au

WEBSITE: www.PlasticBagFreeQld.org.au

FACEBOOK:  www.Facebook.com/PlasticBagFreeQLD

TWITTER:  www.Twitter.com/PlasticBagFreeQ

DONATE:  www.QldsHadAGutful.org.au

OR contact your local / regional / environmental group for further information.

Yepoon Community Market – bag making workshop

Poppi’s Pantry, Boonah
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Campaign Update
Our thanks to the following Communities, Businesses and Schools who supported 
Plastic Bag Free March and registered on our website

BUSINESSES
Patrick’s Casket and News agency – Gympie 
Coolum District Coast Care – Coolum
Ecolosophy – Western Australia
Charlton Brown – Brisbane
Eco Logical – Helensvale 
Tugun Fruit Market – Tugun
Poppies Pantry – Boonah
Far Outdoors Boonah 
Noosa Integrated Catchment Association – Noosa
Ecobotanica – Capalaba
Tangaroa Blue Foundation 
Williams Technical Communications – Ormiston
Equijay – Brisbane
Big Dog Pet Foods – Lawnton
Chandlers Betta Home Living – Lismore & Casino 
Ahead of All Copy Centre – Currumbin 
Eco Tums – Brisbane 
Keystone Architects – Maryborough
Mt Barney Lodge – Mt Barney

COMMUNITY/BUSINESS GROUPS AND COUNCILS
Capricorn Coast Ratepayers and Residents Association
Wildlife Preservation Society QLD, Fraser Coast
FNQ Greens
The Wilston Grange Business Community – Wilston Grange
Wynnum Manly Chamber of Commerce – Wynnum
Whitsunday Regional Council
Wildlife Preservation Society of QLD – Fraser Coast 

SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES 
Currumbin Primary School – Currumbin
James Cook University – Townsville
Marshall Road State School – Holland Park
St Peters School – Caboulture
Silkwood School – Mt Nathan
Pomona State School – Pomona
Our Lady of the Way Year 6 & 7 – Petrie

Proudly supported by

Queensland Conservation and our 
Plastic Bag Free Queensland partners 
are pleased to announce that our 
campaign to rid Queensland of 
single-use plastic bags has received a 
significant boost through the support 
of national advertising agency, George 
Paterson Y&R (GPR&R).

The team at GPR&R have generously 
donated their time and creative 
talents to the campaign to produce a 
60 second web film titled: Plastic bags 
– QLD’S HAD A GUTFUL. 

The web film will initially be promoted 
online, with a view to raising enough 
funds through donations for it to air 
on QLD TV.

Also supporting the campaign by 
giving up his precious time to appear 
in the web film is busy celebrity Chef, 

TV presenter and restaurateur, Ben 
O’Donoghue.

The film aims to bring home the 
reality to shoppers that we wouldn’t 
feed plastic bags to our kids, so why do 
we release them in to the environment 
to hurt our wildlife? Hopefully the film 
will prompt shoppers to bring their 
own bag when next they shop, or buy 
an environmentally friendly bag if they 
forget to take one with them. 

You can view the film at  
www.QldsHadAGutful.org.au 

Let Newman know that 
QLD’S HAD A GUTFUL

Help us to get 
this ad on 
television
Please support our Plastic Bag 
Free Queensland campaign by 
making a donation to get this ad 
on television. It has an important 
message for all Queenslanders. 
You can make your donation 
online at www.QldsHadAGutful.
org.au, or by mail to Queensland 
Conservation, 9/10 Thomas 
Street, West End Qld 4101, or  
by calling (07) 3846 7833.

Take action!
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Railroaded: Carving up food 
lands for coal transport in 
Central Queensland.
By Lock the Gate Alliance

Lock the Gate Alliance has released a report that reveals a Queensland Government 
proposal to declare a State Development Area (GBSDA) across 2 million hectares in  
Central Queensland, to facilitate coal rail developments, would lead to major 
flooding and significant loss of food-producing land.

The declaration of a State 
Development area will mean that 
the Queensland Coordinator General 
can compulsorily acquire any farmers 
land, against their wishes, across 
2 million hectares of land. There 
is no requirement for good faith 
negotiations.

The weight of uncertainty alone for 
these landowners within the GBSDA is 
enough to drive down land prices and 
chill beneficial agricultural productivity, 
let alone expansion. A similar SDA 
scheme for a coal rail line in the Surat 
Basin resulted in a reported 30% loss 
in land values.

Key Findings 

The report finds that flood risks and 
potential loss of good quality food 
producing land could be enormous.

It states that: 

•  The GBSDA ‘precincts’ affect 
more than 260,000 hectares 
of agricultural, pastoral or 
potential cropping/horticultural 
land.

•  More than 500,000 hectares of 
the GBSDA regularly experience 
flooding and there have been 
57 tropical cyclones that have 
passed within 200km of it 
since 1906. The construction 
of railway lines across major 
floodplains will substantially 
change surface water flows and 
lead to altered flood patterns.

•  The proposed rail precincts 
within the GBSDA cut across 
1,680 waterways between 
the Galilee Basin and Abbot 
Point. None of the rail projects 
proposed comply with 
appropriate State Planning 
Policy for floods, bushfires and 
landslides, or recent Australian 
engineering standards.

•  Only 1 in 20- or 1 in 50-year 
flood events have been planned 
for, and not the larger floods 
which pose the greatest risk to 
landholders and communities.

•  Such negligent cost avoidance 
puts at risk the communities 
of the region, its infrastructure 
and agricultural productivity. 

Inset Photos: Paula H
eelan
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23,000 supporters in 4 years
The Lock the Gate Alliance was formed 
in 2010 with Drew Hutton becoming 
its president in early 2011, following 
meetings of landholders, organisations 
and communities concerned about 
the ongoing and rapid expansion of 
coal and coal seam gas development.

It was at a meeting at Warra on 
Queensland’s Darling Downs that a 
local farmer coined the name “Lock 
the Gate” and so began the campaign 
calling on all landholders to refuse to 
negotiate access to coal seam gas 
companies and refuse to negotiate 

sale of their properties to coal 
companies.

The Lock the Gate campaign was 
launched on 22 November, 2010 
when farmers from south-east 
Queensland gathered in Brisbane 
around a farm gate, vowing to take 
a stand to protect their farms and 
communities from inappropriate 
mining.

Representatives from more than 
40 groups from across Queensland, 
New South Wales, Victoria and South 

Australia met in the Hunter Valley of 
NSW to discuss the challenges. One 
of the main concerns was the role of 
government in the expansion of the 
coal and coal seam gas industries and 
the lack of consideration of the will of 
local residents and communities in the 
approvals process.

Four years on under the national 
leadership of beef farmer, Phil Laird, 
Lock the Gate continues to grow with 
around 200 member groups and 
more than 23,000 rural and urban 
supporters from all over Australia. 

For more information on this campaign 
go to the Lock the Gate Alliance website 
www.lockthegate.org.au/railroaded

Inset Photos: Lock the Gate




