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Coal – a little black rock to the 
mining industry, but dig it up and 
burn it and it becomes one of the 
largest sources of greenhouse 
pollution that causes global 
warming and means certain 
destruction for our Great Barrier 
Reef and our livelihoods. 

Coal mining first started in 
Queensland on a large scale in the 
1960s. The mining boom that hit 
Queensland in 2003 meant that 
both the Labor and Liberal National 
Governments romanticised the 
notion of coal and what it means 
for our state.1

Anna Bligh, former Queensland 
Premier, Labor Party, 2011

‘We like to romanticise the 
complexities and sinews of our 
economy but we really have a very 
simple business plan – we survive on 
the charges we raise to allow people 
to dig up black rocks and red rocks: 
coal and iron ore.’

Campbell Newman, former 
Queensland Premier, Liberal 
National Party 

‘We are in the coal business. If you 
want decent hospitals, schools and 
police on the beat we all need to 
understand that.’ 

We  
need you 
to help 
keep coal 
in the 
ground

Welcome to 

Spinifex
Queensland Conservation Council 
(QCC) has been working to address 
the threat of global warming in 
Queensland for over 15 years. 
We have campaigned for energy 
efficiency, for renewable energy and 
better public transport. We have 
worked with communities, changed 
light bulbs and shower heads, 
installed solar power, reduced waste 
and promoted sustainable transport 
options. We have seen some great 
successes. There are over 1200 solar 
schools and more than 400,000 
Queenslanders with solar rooftops. 

But we have not gotten to the heart 
of it. We have not really pointed the 
finger at the true culprits, the real 
reason we are facing more intense 
cyclones, more storm surges, sea 
level rise, flooding and hotter, fiercer 
summers… until now.

QCC is turning a spotlight on 
Queensland coal. For too long, we 
have been addicted to coal – thinking 
it is good for jobs, for communities, 
for the economy. But the digging and 
burning of coal causes dangerous 
global warming that is wrecking our 
reef and damaging our health. 

QCC has a plan to change all this, 
QCC’s campaign to keep coal in 
the ground highlights the dangers 
of digging and burning coal and 
exposes the damage it is doing to our 
environment, our communities, our 
farmlands, our health and our reef. 

This edition of Spinifex highlights 
how coal impacts the environment 
and communities all over 
Queensland. From the Black-throated 
Finch populations in the Galilee 
Basin, to the farmlands of Acland, 
to the impacts of air pollution from 
burning coal and the damage to the 
reef, to the structural decline of coal 
and finally to the renewable energy 
potential in Queensland. 

We need to encourage more and 
more people to accept that we can 
have a more positive future without 
coal. We need to build the vision 
for the new brighter Queensland. It 
is time to keep coal in the ground 
and create a brighter future for 
Queenslanders and all the creatures 
with which we share this planet.

Coal no good for 
humanity 
Kirsten Macey, campaigner with the Queensland Conservation Council talks 
about how coal – a little black rock – is the largest source of greenhouse 
pollution and how we can change this. 

However, the facts remain:

• 99 per cent of Queenslanders 
do not work in the coal 
industry. 

• 96 per cent of Queensland 
government revenue does not 
come from coal royalties. 

• 93 per cent of Queensland’s 
gross state product does not 
come from coal production.2

Queensland faced proposals for 
major expansion of mining and 
coal seam gas right across the 
state. The port expansions will 
see up to 7,000 ships likely to be 
crisscrossing the reef to export coal 
and gas. This will have resulted in 
around 83 million cubic meters of 
dredging in the Reef’s waters. 

Since then, the new Queensland 
Labor Government has committed 
to ban dredging within the Great 
Barrier Reef Marine Park, ports 
developments have slowed and 
some have been taken off the table 
and environment groups are in the 
Court rooms standing up to stop 
the Galilee coal mines and protect 
our environment. 

The ‘coal is good for humanity’ 
Prime Minister has been removed 
from office and Campbell ‘I’m in 
the coal business’ Newman, who 
wanted to give massive taxpayer 
funded subsidies to the coal 
industry, was also removed from 
office by the Queensland people. 

The latest taxpayer funded plan 
to fund big coal comes from the 
Northern Australia Infrastructure 
Project – where the Federal 
Government has pledged a $5 
billion investment fund to develop 
infrastructure for Northern 
Australia. This money could be 
used for ports, roads, water and 
rail infrastructure projects. The 
Galilee Basin mines are in the 
eyesight of the new Resources and 
Energy Minister Josh Frydenberg. 

The Adani mining company, which 
is trying to build the Carmichael 
coal mine in the Galilee Basin, 
is facing severe financial issues. 
Not only is the thermal coal price 
now down as low as US$50.00, 
13 international banks, including 
the Commonwealth and National 
Australia banks have also have 
said they will not take part in the 
project because it will wreck the 
reef and cause global warming. To 
add even more economic strain, 
China’s coal imports have gone 
into steep decline. Over the first six 
months of the year, the volume of 
China’s coal imports fell 37.5 per 
cent compared to the same period 
in 20143, for more information 
check out Tim Buckley’s article on 
page 7. 

In August 2015, 14 million tonnes of 
coal left Queensland’s shores to be 
burnt in coal-fired power stations 
or used to make steel overseas. 
Both processes mean that coal is 
burned causing dangerous global 
warming. 

The more we burn coal for 
electricity, the more we cause 
dangerous global warming. Coal 
is the most polluting source of 
energy and we have to keep it in 
the ground if we are going to avoid 
dangerous global warming. But 
there are solutions. We need to 

decarbonise our energy sector and 
move towards renewable energy 
solutions. 

Queensland has a world class 
renewable energy potential (see 
Trevor Berril’s article on page 8)– 
it’s about getting ready now. The 
Queensland Labor party has made 
an election promise to generate 50 
per cent of its electricity needs from 
renewable energy by 2030, and to 
ensure that one million of its homes 
have rooftop solar by 2020.

We need to start implementing this 
now. 

We need to take action on global 
warming because it is not only 
about greenhouse pollution, it about 
water rights, it is about threatened 
and endangered species, it is about 
farmers and their livelihoods and it is 
about the indigenous people’s right 
to have a say about what happens on 
their land. 

It is about people taking action. 
No longer are people sitting 
around not knowing what to do 
to stop global warming. People 
are speaking up – over 400,000 
householders in Queensland have 
chosen to install solar electricity 
on their rooftops – this means one 
household is installing solar panels 
every 15 minutes. People are actively 
supporting campaigns right across 
Queensland to protect the reef, 
support renewables and keep coal in 
the ground. 

But there is still a long way to go. 
People working together can make 
a difference. On the last weekend in 
November, people all over the world 
will be marching to urge world 
leaders to make that difference and 
protect our communities from the 
threat of global warming. All over 
Queensland there will be marches 
taking place and you can get 
involved. 

$1,610 million  
royalties received from coal in 

QLD in 2014/2015 financial year

$337 million  
royalties from coal that have 
dropped since 2013/2014 financial 
year

$US50  
current sale price of thermal coal 
– this is a drop of 25-30 percent in 
the past three to four years

1. Hutton, D. Mining: The Queensland Way, Brisbane, 2013. 
2. Campbell, R. The Mouse that Roars: Coal in the 
Queensland Economy, The Australia Institute, 2014. 
3. Grigg, A, China imports of coal go into steep decline, but 
there is a silver lining for Australia, The Australian Financial 
Review, 13 July 2015
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Why risk our flora and  
fauna to big coal and gas? 

Landholders around Oakey and Acland in the eastern Darling Downs of Queensland continue their fight against the 
expansion of New Hope’s mine in the face of backflips by successive State Governments. Drew Hutton, former President of 
Lock the Gate Alliance, details what the next steps to stop this expansion are. 

Too often legislators fail to respond 
to the huge outcry occurring in this 
country. We care for our landscapes 
and we do not endorse the extent 
of mining for both coal and CSG 
extraction planned for Queensland 
in any way. Enough is enough – 
how many more deficits will we 
inflict on the biodiversity of our 
country? When will our politicians 
embrace the fact that healthy 
ecosystems are not optional for 
people or our wildlife – when 
push comes to shove, our need 
for healthy air and clean toxic free 
water, places us all on the same 
side, rich and poor.

The extinction debt that is being 
imposed now on so many species 
will be further impacted by the 
proposed Carmichael Coal Mine on 
Moray Downs in the Galilee Basin. 
The area that will be mined is the 
stronghold of the Black-throated 
Finch in central Queensland. 

The southern race of the Black-
throated Finch is listed as 
Endangered under national, 
Queensland and NSW laws. 
Already thought to be extinct in 
NSW, where it was last seen in 
1994, the Black-throated Finch 
Recovery Team report that the 
extent of its occurrence has 
contracted by 80 per cent over the 
last 30 years. Prior to the Moray 
Downs discovery, the largest 
known population of Southern 

It appears pre-election promises 
can be taken with a sod of the 
rich soil that blankets the region, 
judging by the LNP’s pledge before 
the 2012 election and the ALP’s 
before this year’s election that 
toppled the Newman Government.  
The locals’ determination to stop 
this appalling mine expansion has 
not faltered as they now prepare 
to fight the next battle in the 
Land Court, in an action mainly 
spearheaded by a reinvigorated 
Oakey Coal Action Alliance. This 
year, after the election of the 
Labor Government, OCAA was left 
with the final option of the Land 
Court after the Palaszczuk State 
Government chose not to accept 
legal opinion that gave it several 
‘out clauses’ with no cost to 
Queensland taxpayers.

Late last year, the Coordinator-
General released his report on 
Acland Stage 3, recommending 
the project proceed subject 
to conditions; the amended 
Environmental Authority for the 
project, however, had not been 
approved by the Department 
of Environment and Heritage 
Protection (DEHP). Lock the Gate 
argued that no decision on the 
draft EA should go ahead before 
the government’s promised far-
reaching public inquiry into 
political donations and mining in 
Queensland, including investigating 
$950,000 in donations made by 
companies associated with the 
Acland mine to the Liberal Party. 

The State Government belatedly 
announced an inquiry into political 

Black-throated Finches, with an 
estimated population of around 
200 birds, was on the fringes of 
Townsville. Annual water hole 
counts suggest that this population 
may be declining.

The Carmichael mine, which is 
poised to become the largest coal 
mine in Australia and possibly 
the world, will likely destroy over 
16,500 hectares of Black-throated 
Finch habitat, including the most 
important site in the world for 
their survival.

Our understanding of the 
ecological processes that make 
this area significant for Black-
throated Finches, the Yakka Skink, 
Ornamental snake and other fauna 
is poorly understood. During the 
drought conditions which were 
followed by the 2011-2012 wet 
season we saw unprecedented 
floods throughout the inland. 
During that time, many mines 
breached the Environmental 
Authority conditions under 
which they operate, when huge 
volumes of contaminated water 
was released with higher than 
permitted levels of pollutants. 

The Queensland Environment 
Department permits these actions 
under Transitional Environment 
Programs for matters outside of 

the usual regulatory guide lines. 
That season 70 TEP’s were provided. 
We should surely ask what the 
cumulative effect of these breaches 
is across all flora and fauna, in 
particular the threatened and 
endangered ones. 

Likewise, the assessment of nine 
large open-cut coal mines planned 
for the Galilee Basin, virtually the 
entire area available for offsets, 
is subject to mineral exploration 
licenses. 

China Stone coal mine lies directly 
adjacent to the Carmichael Mine 
and the properties involved contain 
the only other known area of 
habitat similar to that which the 
Black-throated Finches have been 
observed in on Moray Downs. The 
situation for Black-throated Finch 
and indeed other flora and fauna 
is exacerbated by the regulatory 
assessment for these mine 
occurring in isolation of others. The 
impact of each mining application 
is being assessed with disregard for 
the collective and cumulative effect 
should any or all of them go ahead. 

If these mines go ahead there will 
be no suitable habitat available 
for offsets. And make no mistake, 
these cascading impacts threaten 
many other terrestrial threatened 
species like the Squatter Pigeon 
and notably species dependant 
on the fresh water springs of 
Doongmabulla and Mellaluka 
Stations, part of the Moray Downs 
Carmichael Mine.

donations in September but only 
after the Government provided 
final approval for the EA for the 
mine expansion. OCAA and its 
supporters now face the mammoth 
task of fundraising to cover the 
Land Court costs.  

It is incredibly disappointing that 
a government which promised to 
issue in a new era of accountability 
and transparency in Queensland 
has yet again chosen to rush 
through an outcome that suits the 
interests of big mining and betrays 
regional communities. Minister 
Lynham has been talking up the 
value of coal but nobody in the 
State Government seems interested 
in the value of agriculture and our 
natural assets. It is time to put 
some limits on mining and stop 
the special deal which sees miners 
getting 100 per cent approval for 
their damaging coal projects.

Acland stage 3 will destroy 
some of the best agricultural 
land in Australia, drain precious 
groundwater and put at risk 
the health of local people. The 
expansion will result in the historic 
Acland War Memorial and Tom 
Doherty Park being ripped away 
from the community. It will 
destroy 1,300 hectares of Strategic 
Cropping Land, cause groundwater 
to drop by up to 50 m and will 
affect as many as 357 water bores. 
Queensland taxpayers won’t benefit 
from this mine as it is covered by 
an old title system allowing New 
Hope mine to pay about 77 per 
cent of mining royalties to itself. 
The increased coal production 

will result in up to 30 extra (totaling 
up to 80) uncovered coal trains per 
week through Brisbane suburbs, 
dramatically increasing coal dust and 
related health problems. 

OCAA last year commissioned a 
report – The Acland Sustainable 
Energy Plan – written by renewable 
energy consultant, Trevor Berrill (also 
featured in this edition of Spinifex). 
The report concluded that the 
region has far more to gain through 
sustainable farming and energy 
production than by increasing fossil 
fuel mining.

It says an extra 750 hectares 
earmarked for mining could be used 
for a solar farm to provide clean 
energy to about 70,000 homes in 
south-east Queensland.  The solar 
farm would create between 900 and 
1900 full-time equivalent (FTE) job 
years compared to only 1850 FTE 
years with short-term jobs through 
the mine expansion. The remaining 
land within the stage 3 mining lease 
could be used for both irrigated and 
dry land cropping, grazing stock, 
ecotourism and conservation of 
biodiversity values including koalas 
and rare grasslands.

With the uneconomic state of the 
coal markets and no improvement in 
sight, it is about time OCCA’s report 
was revisited by more open-minded 
politicians with a vision for the 
future, rather than those hankering 
after our past. 

For more information go to  
www.lockthegate.org.au or  
www.edoqld.org.au to find out how 
to donate to the OCCA court case. 

80%  
percentage of original range 
of the Black-throated Finch 
that has contracted from 
north east New South Wales 
to north Queensland since the 
1960s

60 
number of springs in the 
Moses Group, the largest 
group of the Doongmabulla 
Springs Complex listed 
as a Great Artesian Basin 
threatened ecological 
community and threatened by 
the Indian mining company 
Adani’s Carmichael coal mine

6 
number of different endemic 
species in the Doongmabulla 
Springs Complex at risk from 
the Carmichael coal mine

Sheena Gillman is the Project Coordinator with the Protect the Bush Alliance, which works to prevent the continuing loss 
of areas of high conservation values to inappropriate developments. Here she explains why this work is so necessary. 

Community Opposition 
continues against Acland stage 3 
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Steven Miles’ opportunity to 
clear the air

The Structural Decline of Coal

It is now time for new standards that will protect all Australians from the health impacts of air pollution, James Whelan, 
researcher and community organiser with Environmental Justice Australia details, what needs to happen. 

The Institute of Energy Economics and Financial Analysis believes the seaborne thermal coal market peaked globally 
in 2013 and hit structural decline. Tim Buckley, Director of Energy Finance Studies Australasia for IEEFA, outlines the 
economics of the case for coal. 

Australia’s nine state, territory and federal environment ministers will 
set new air pollution standards in December. Stricter pollution standards 
could improve air quality and reduce health impacts, including the 3,000 
premature deaths attributable to air pollution in Australia each year. But 
lobbying by the coal industry and other polluters means there is resistance 
to stricter standards in some states.  Community and health groups are 
urging the Queensland Environment Minister, Steven Miles, to advocate for 
strict air pollution standards and to resist pressure from polluters.

It’s been 17 years since the first national air pollution standards were 
adopted. I was working on air pollution and sustainable transport at 
QCC and represented environment groups during the development of 
the National Environment Protection Measure (NEPM) for Ambient Air 
Quality. Before the NEPM, each state set their own standards for the main 
pollutants to which Australians are exposed, and the standards varied 
widely. The new national standards meant a more consistent approach to 
monitoring, reporting and regulating pollution, and an objective of ensuring 
‘equivalent protection’ for community members. The standards were not 
strict enough to prevent harm: they were a compromise, but a step in the 
right direction.

Fast forward to 2014. Commonwealth Environment Minister Greg Hunt 
pledged that reducing air pollution would be a ‘signature objective’ on his 
watch and he kicked off a review of the national pollution standards and 
the development of a national Clean Air Agreement. If you blinked, you 
may have missed the (very limited) opportunities for consultation last year. 
Now, both processes are expected to be finalised when Australia’s nine 
environment ministers meet in December.

The NSW EPA has taken the lead in steps toward adopting new particle 
pollution standards and published an Impact Statement last August that 
proposed new standards for coarse particles (PM10) and fine particles 
(PM2.5). These pollutants are responsible for most of the adverse health 
impacts of air pollution. Several options were considered (see the table 
below), from maintaining the status quo through to adopting significantly 
stricter standards.

Adopting the strictest standards will make a huge difference. Air pollution 
kills more Australians each year than car accidents. It also causes asthma, 
hospital admissions and respiratory and cardiovascular disease. Strict 
standards and decisive action by State regulators (EPAs or their equivalent) 
could improve community health in coming years. Or things could keep 
getting worse. By 2036, particle emissions in Queensland are expected to 

The collapse of Chinese imports 
of coal in the last 18 months 
has surprised everyone with the 
rate of change. Now India is 
looking to replicate the Chinese 
electricity sector transformation 
and rapidly diversify their grid 
away from coal-fired power 
generation. Meanwhile, developed 
countries like America, Japan and 
Europe are similarly diversifying 
their power generation to lower 
emission sources, and driving 
energy efficiency gains as well. 
This perspective is gaining global 
acceptance as an increasingly 
probable scenario, even if it has yet 
to attain mainstream acceptance. 
The resulting increased risk profile 
means fossil fuel investments will 
hit a turning point soon, if they 
haven’t already. IEEFA would view 
the collapse in market values of 
Peabody and Glencore over 2015 as 
compelling evidence of this.

IEEFA’s confidence in this reflects 
the rapid transformations evident 
in China, India, the US and 
Japan. These are the four largest 
electricity systems in the world, 
so these four nations will set 
the scene for the effectiveness 
or otherwise of the global 
climate change challenge. The 
transformation now being 
undertaken could not however be 
achieved except for the fact that 
it builds on the technological, 
engineering and manufacturing 
momentum established in Europe 
over the last decade.

The International Energy Agency 
in 2012 made the statement: 
‘China is Coal. Coal is China’. This 
was prescient. China represented 
50 per cent of the world’s coal 
consumption in 2014, 48 per 

cent of world production and 22 
per cent of global thermal coal 
import demand. As such, the 
evidence is increasingly pointing 
to 2013 being the peak in China’s 
thermal coal consumption, with 
a decline of 1-3 per cent evident 
over 2014 accelerating to a 5-6 
per cent decline to-date in 2015. 
Coal imports declined 11 per cent 
in 2014, and a further 31 per cent 
in the year-to-date in 2015. The 
increased acceptance of peak 
coal in China is evidenced by the 
August 2015 report by Deutsche 
Bank forecasting that China could 
potentially export a net 100 million 
tonnes per annum (Mtpa) by 2020.

India is likely to overtake China 
as the largest importer of thermal 
coal globally in 2015. India is 
already the third largest producer 
of coal globally, and is likely to 
overtake the US to become the 
second largest consumer of coal 
in 2016. IEEFA is optimistic that 
India is going to be effective in 
implementing its transformational 
program to diversify and 
progressively lower the emissions 
intensity of its electricity sector 
over the coming decade. As 
part of the Paris climate change 
talks, India’s Intended Nationally 
Determined Contribution 
(greenhouse reduction target) 
commits to a fivefold increase in 
renewable energy by 2022; a lift 
in installations from the 36GW 
currently operating to 175GW 
by 2022. In addition, India has 
announced a significant new target 
to take renewable installs to 40 per 
cent of installed capacity by 2030, 
relative to only 13 per cent today. 
Whilst coal will continue to play 
a mainstream role in India for the 

next few decades, IEEFA anticipates 
thermal power will decline from 70 
per cent today to below 55 per cent 
by 2030.

In America, President Obama and 
the Environmental Protection 
Agency have together achieved 
a lasting transformation of their 
electricity system in recent years. 
American coal consumption is 
down 10 per cent year-on-year in 
2015, accelerating a trend that 
has seen US coal consumption 
decline by 30 per cent since its 
peak in 2008. This momentum 
will continue into 2016, with an 
expected 14-20GW of coal-fired 
power capacity slated to close 
permanently. UBS Equity Research 
in September 2015 forecast that US 
coal consumption would decline 
by 45 per cent over 2016-2030 as 
the Clean Power Plan and the new 
commercial reality takes shape.

Australia needs to prepare for the 
global transition towards lower 
emissions technologies in energy. 
Rapid cost deflation and technology 
gains in renewables, storage 
and energy efficiency makes 
this inevitable. Global financial 
institutions are increasingly 
accepting this proposition. We’ll 
leave the final words to Goldman 
Sachs, who last month concluded 
that thermal coal demand has now 
entered structural decline.

Current Proposed

PM2.5 24 hour average 25 g/m3 15, 20 or 25 g/m3

PM2.5 annual average 8 g/m3 (advisory) 6, 8 or 10 g/m3

PM10 24 hour average 50 g/m3 30, 40 or 50 g/m3

PM10 annual average No national standard 12, 16 or 20 g/m3

increase by 65%. Particle emissions 
from coal mining, the nation’s 
single greatest source, have doubled 
in just 5 years and trebled over 
10 years. Other sources including 
Australia’s aging fleet of coal-fired 
power stations, wood heaters, motor 
vehicles and industry are over-due for 
regulation. 

But tougher standards and effective 
enforcement require agreement by 
our nine environment ministers. 
To date, Queensland environment 
groups have been unable to establish 
whether the state’s Environment 
Minister, Stephen Miles, will support 
stricter standards. We know more 
about other states’ positions. NSW 
Minister Mark Speakman is expected 
to advocate standards even less 
stringent than the options advocated 
in the Impact Statement prepared 
by his own department. Victorian 
Environment Minister Lisa Neville 
has espoused strict standards on her 
Facebook page and Twitter and may 
emerge as a clean air champion. And 
Commonwealth Minister Greg Hunt 
has yet to show his hand.

I urge Spinifex readers to 
communicate your support for 
strict pollution standards directly to 
Environment Minister Stephen Miles. 
Please drop me a line to let me know 
how the Minister responds: James.
Whelan@envirojustice.org.au

James was a clean air campaigner 
with QCC’s Smogbusters campaign 
from 1995-2000, find out more about 
his work at envirojustice.org.au

References

Variation of the National Environment Protection Measure 
for Ambient Air Quality: http://www.environment.gov.au/
node/36901 

National Clean Air Agreement: http://www.environment.gov.
au/protection/air-quality/national-clean-air-agreement 
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Transitioning Queensland to 
Clean Energy
Queensland, the Sunshine State has a world class solar resource as well as good wind, wave and biomass resources. 
So what would it take to transition away from fossil fuels to clean renewable energy and what is technically and 
economically feasible? Trevor Berrill, award winning private consultant in sustainable energy explains.  

‘As reports from the International 
Energy Agency show, an energy 
transition is rapidly happening 
internationally, but only very 
slowly in Australia. Denmark, 
China, Germany and other EU 
countries are leading the way, with 
Germany on the path to cutting 
total primary energy use by 50 
percent and generating 80 per 
cent of electricity from renewables 
by 2050. It is already generating 
30 percent of electricity from 
renewables. Denmark, with 39 per 
cent of electricity consumption 
from wind in 2014, is on track 
towards its target of 100 per cent 
renewable electricity and heat by 
2035. 

There is huge growth occurring 
internationally in RE with 59 per 
cent of all new electricity capacity 
coming from renewables in 2014, 
and investment expenditure of $270 
billion. Globally, renewables are 
providing 23 percent of electricity 
generation and 19 percent of total 
final energy use. There are over 7.7 
million people employed directly 
and indirectly in RE jobs. Levelised 
costs of energy for electricity 
generation from biomass plant, 
hydro, wind and solar PV are now 
competitive with new coal and gas 
plant in most parts of the world. 

In Australia, Tasmania, South 
Australia and ACT are the leaders, 
with SA providing 40 percent of 
its electricity demand from the 
wind and sun. A transition to a 
largely RE based electricity system 
in Queensland started under the 
Bligh Labor Government’s 2012 
Queensland RE Plan.  Modelling 
showed that this transition could 
have been achieved over about 20 
years.

The Australian RE industry has 
grown dramatically since about 
2008, according to Clean Energy 
Council (CEC) reports, with a 
peak of over 24,000 direct jobs in 
2012. This dropped to 20,000 by 
2014, about the same number as 
employed in Queensland’s coal 
industry, due to lack of policy 
support by both Federal and State 
LNP governments. Renewables 
now generate about 14 percent 
of Australian electricity demand, 
with total investment since 2001 
exceeding $26 billion. Some State 
and Local governments are getting 
behind the RE industry again, as 
they realise that future jobs and 
investment lie in the RE industry, 
not in coal and gas. 

In Queensland, we are trying, 
with over 400,000 roof-top solar 
PV systems and about 240,000 
solar hot water systems installed 
on homes. Almost 30 percent of 
homes now have solar systems. 
That’s a great effort and shows our 
willingness to use solar if given the 
right signals. Currently Queensland 
has about 2,300 Megawatts (MW) 
of renewables, large and small 
scale, generating an estimated 
4,400 Gigawatt-hours (GWh) 
annually (excluding hydro pumped 
storage). This is enough energy 
for about 570,000 homes. Biomass 
plant (30%) and solar PV (38%) 
generate most of the renewable 
energy, with hydro (run of river) 
(20%) and solar water heating (11%) 
making large contributions. 

In total, renewables currently 
provide almost 10 percent of total 
electricity consumption. Clearly 
we need to do better and we need 
to address other sectors such as 
transport and agriculture if we 
are to shift to a largely renewable 
energy powered society. The role 
of government is essential in 
providing the right signals and 
addressing structural issues. 

When combined with very modest 
energy efficiency measures to 
reduce the projected growth in 
energy consumption, this RE 
portfolio will provide an estimated 
50 per cent of projected electrical 
energy consumption by 2030, or 
about 29,000GWh. This portfolio 
will form a distributed generation 
network across the State, with 
embedded storage at strategic 
locations within the network, 
and controlled with smart 
communications (known as the 
smart or intelligent grid). 

The result will be a cleaner, more 
resilient, reliable and efficient 
electrical energy system, one that 
will handle the more frequent 
extremes in weather that are 
already a consequence of global 
warming. Furthermore, this will 

To achieve the government’s 
50 per cent RE target by 2030, 
we need about 9300MW of RE 
capacity made up of a portfolio of 
technologies such as:

• 1000MW of biomass plant 
(currently 464MW)

• 200MW hydro plant (run of 
river)(currently 167MW)

• 1000MW hydro (pumped 
storage)(currently 500MW)

• 600MW solar hot water 
equivalent (currently 397MW)

• 1500MW wind farms (currently 
12MW)

• 2000MW STE plant (currently 
zero)

• 3000MW solar PV both small 
and medium-sized rooftop 
and on-ground power stations 
(currently about 1300MW)

assist regional development with 
farmers able to diversify their 
income by leasing non-productive 
land to wind or solar farms. 

The keys to achieving the 50 per 
cent renewable energy target by 
2030 are to have a strong, long 
term policy that drives the industry 
forward and the removal and 
redirecting of subsidies from the 
fossil fuel industries to support 
renewables and energy efficiency. 

For more information go to 
‘Sustainable Queensland - 
Transitioning to a Clean and 
Efficient Energy System’ at  
www.sustainablequeensland.info 
and www.trevolution.com.au

Solar state of play: now

The current Labor government, 
when elected, made a series of 
commitments to solar users, 
including:

• establishing a 50 per cent 
renewable target;  

• ensuring the end to 
discriminatory fees;

• the establishment of a fair feed 
in tariff and

• an aspirational goal of 1 
million solar rooftops by 2030.
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Ian Gittus, runs his own solar power company, UV Power.  
Here he explains the ups and downs of Government policy for his industry. 

Will Queenslanders get the sun-power 
future they deserve?

‘I would put my money on solar energy... I hope we don’t have     
 to wait till oil and coal run out before we tackle that.’
  Thomas Edison, in conversation with Henry Ford and Harvey Firestone, March 1931

Queensland, the self-proclaimed Sunshine State, has become a powerhouse of ordinary households generating rooftop 
solar energy. Claire O’Rourke, the National Director of Solar Citizens talks about what is next for Solar?

A simple yet effective measure 
that all home owners can do to 
reduce carbon emission and keep 
coal in the ground is to install a 
solar system their roof.  If you are 
passionate about climate change 
and keeping coal in the ground, 
then making your own power from 
the sun is an easy, cost effective 
and efficient way in reducing 
power consumption from the 
national power grid.

In the early 2000’s both the 
Queensland and Federal 
governments were supportive of 
the solar and renewables industry, 
giving  the industry a boost with 
generous subsidies to kick start 
a large scale roll out of solar 
energy. As a direct result, sales 
of household solar boomed and 
coal fired power stations lost 
some market share. From 2009 
to 2012 the renewables sector 
was booming with estimations 
of approximately 7000 people 
employed in Queensland alone. My 
own business, UV Power employed 
25 people but after renewed 
attacks on the renewable energy 
industry led by State and Federal 
governments, we now have three 
staff and turnover has reduced by 
85 per cent. 

The LNP government cut the Feed 
in Tariff from 44 cents to 8 cents, 
then to zero. Consumers now 
receive between 6 and 12 cents 
depending on their energy retailer 

Queenslanders have really 
embraced clean energy with over 
400,000 living in a home that has 
taken control of its power bills 
and is producing its own solar 
power. Now, for the barbecue 
stopper: In Australia right we have 
an impressive 1.4 million solar 
rooftops in total, up from only 
around 14,000 systems just seven 
years ago. In less than a decade, 
we have seen a revolution that has 
taken rooftop solar from a money-
saving technology for the fringes 
to a smart investment for the 
mainstream.

There are about 3,000 solar PV 
systems being installed on rooftops 
across the country every single 
week. There are various good 
reasons for why this has happened.

The price of solar panels and other 
component parts has dropped 
substantially. The Renewable 
Energy Target has helped reduce 
the price of installation and up-
front investment, and state-based 
feed-in-tariffs (like Queensland’s 
solar bonus scheme) gave people 
a payment for the electricity they 
fed back into the grid. Queensland’s 
early solar adopters had the benefit 
of receiving 44c per kilowatt. 
Rooftop by rooftop, solar panels 
have become the new normal for 
our homes. But of course it hasn’t 
been all trouble-free.

Queensland’s solar users faced 
sustained attacked under the 
Newman Government, including 
harsh cuts to feed-in-tariffs. The 
Premier had declared his state 
was in the‘coal business’ and he 
championed these vested interests 
by holding back renewable energy 
such as wind and solar.

for every Kwh exported to the 
grid. This change has had some 
benefits for the environment and 
consumption patterns. In the past, 
consumers did not use power 
during the day, as the aim was to 
export the most power possible at 
the higher rate, then use energy at 
night. With the change in Feed in 
Tariff, households now use more 
energy during the day when the 
sun is producing power increasing 
efficiencies between production 
and consumption of energy.  This 
has brought a new wave of solar 
installations on commercial 
buildings where power is mostly 
used during the day.

The biggest hit to the solar industry 
was the Abbott government’s 
attack on the Renewable Energy 
target, known as the RET. The RET 
is directly linked to the rebate 
consumers receive as a discount 
when purchasing solar. The 12 
months of Abbott’s attacks caused 
another decline in consumer 
confidence and a massive dip in 
sales.  The drop in sales around 
the country has caused the RET 
rebate to increase, reducing the 
price of solar. The rebate now in 
Queensland for a 5kw solar system 
is approximately $4000.

With the change in Federal 
leadership to Malcolm Turnbull, 
we are unsure of the direction of 
government’s policy. While some 
in the party are still wedded to old 

The irony of this strategy was that 
the Newman Government’s anti-
solar agenda alienated the growing 
number of solar households which 
would help determine the outcome 
of the election, including in his 
own electorate (17,615 households 
in Ashgrove own solar panels – 10 
per cent of residents). And people 
voting for solar helped change the 
Queensland Government.

With the new Labor Government 
we’ve seen some progress. In 
May, Solar Citizens met with 
Energy Minister Mark Bailey who 
reiterated the Government’s 
dedication to delivering on its 
election commitments. We look 
forward to the Government turning 
its words into action.

But unfortunately, it’s not all 
sunshine for Queensland solar. The 
Queensland Competition Authority 
(QCA) in July released its decision 
about what Queenslanders should 
pay for their electricity. While 
there was a slight reduction in 
usage charges, the QCA had also 
announced an increase in fixed 
prices (the cost of poles and wires) 
by a whopping 20 per cent. This 
means household users will pay 
up to $428 per year no matter 
how much energy they consume. 
Increased fixed network prices 
affect everyone across the network, 
no matter how much electricity 
they use. And solar homes can be 
among the hardest hit.

The increased fixed network 
charges creates a disincentive 
for sensible energy usage and 
efficiency, because you’re paying 
for power no matter how it’s 
generated, which will have a 
creeping, insidious effect on the 
future growth of the solar industry.

For those who have invested, or 
want to invest in solar photovoltaic 
panels on their roofs, it has the 
ability of moving the goal posts 
when it comes to controlling their 
bills and doing their bit for the 
environment by generating clean, 
renewable energy from the sun. It’s 
possible for solar and renewable 
energy to have an incredibly bright 
future, both in Queensland and 
across the whole of Australia.

 We need leadership from both 
State and Federal governments 
to turn the community’s love 
of renewables and solar into a 
new era of solar investment and 
support. There has never been a 
better time for all those who love 
solar to be clear on the type of 
future we want for renewables. 
We must keep up the pressure to 
ensure a clean energy future for all 
of us.

Solar Citizens is an independent 
community based organisation 
that aims to protect and grow 
solar in Australia. Find out 
more at solarcitizens.org.au and 
standupforsolar.org.au. 

 

coal, the more progressive wing 
of the Liberal party accept that 
renewables are a necessary part 
of the energy mix. Meanwhile, the 
Federal Labor Party has released a 
policy for 50 per cent renewables 
by 2030. Renewable energy is now 
gearing up to become a major 
election issue.  

Most industries ask for bipartisan 
support and political certainty. The 
upheaval that has been seen across 
our industry has meant chaos 
for all involved. The country has 
a choice of whether to embrace 
renewable energy or allow the old 
energy and mining sector to keep 
their dominance in the production 
of power. The best way to change 
government policy towards a 
more sensible energy policy is to 
continually lobby our decision 
makers, and at the next election 
vote for the party which offers the 
best policy that will reduce carbon 
emissions and keep coal in the 
ground. 

Help support renewables and the 
Queensland Conservation Council 
– until the end of January 2015, UV 
Power will donate $500 for every 
solar system over 3.5kw to the 
Queensland Conservation Council 
from Spinifex readers. Please quote 
Spinifex when ordering for the 
donation to occur.

400,000  
number of households in QLD 
which have installed solar 
energy

2,000  
proposed size in megawatts 
of solar farm to be built west 
of Toowoomba – it will be the 
largest in Australia

34 
percentage of renewable 
energy jobs lost in QLD  
(3,820 in 2011-12 down to 2,520 
in 2013-14)

Stand Up For Solar is a Solar 
Citizen’s campaign asking 
MPs and Senators to pledge 
support for a sun-powered 
future, including:

• a national goal of at least 
50 per cent renewable 
energy by 2030;

• a fair go for solar owners, 
including a fair feed-in 
tariff, and

• A national program 
to help low-income 
households and renters 
with soaring power bills 
to go solar.

ENERGY
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Pathway to Paris
A change of Prime Minister in Australia signals a fresh approach to climate change – but we’ll need more than tinkering 
with the previous Abbott government’s climate policies in order to play a constructive role during the Paris Climate 
Summit in December. That will require a redoubling of our collective commitment to hold the Australian government to 
account, writes Victoria McKenzie-McHarg.

When world leaders gather in Paris 
this December to determine to 
what extent they are willing to take 
tangible action to cut pollution and 
tackle global warming, we need 
to make sure Australia takes the 
strongest possible stance.

The arrival of Malcolm Turnbull 
as new Australian PM signals the 
opportunity for positive movement, 
but that will only happen if enough 
political pressure is felt from the 
grass roots. We should not take it 
as a given that Turnbull will deliver 
better outcomes – we will need to 
bring the Australian Government 
around.

The decisions that the Turnbull 
Government makes about how 
far it is willing to cut pollution in 
Australia will determine whether or 
not we are playing our fair part in 
protecting life – our environment 
and our communities – from a 
hotter, drier and more dangerous 
future. 

This moment will be a key test of 
the new PM’s leadership, and of 
any other political parties vying to 
be in government. Global warming 
remains the world’s biggest 
challenge, and Mr Turnbull must 
now take the lead in developing 
leading and dynamic climate 
policies for Australia. 

It is possible that Australia will 
hold a general election in the first 
half of next year, so Paris comes 
at a pivotal time when political 
leaders can be judged by their 
preparedness to show leadership 
on climate policies. They will be 
acutely aware that Australians will 
hold their leaders to account hot 
on the heels of our performance at 
Paris. 

Earlier this year the Abbott 
Government arrived at a proposed 
post-2020 climate target to cut 
pollution by 26 per cent – a 
woefully inadequate target that 
puts us out of step with other 
countries and inconsistent with the 
global commitment to keep global 
warming below 2 degrees Celsius 
above pre-industrial levels. 

Yet, in his very first press 
conference, Prime Minister 
Turnbull said that he would not 
change Australia’s current climate 
targets before Paris. ‘Can I just say 
we have already announced climate 
targets for Paris in December and I 
expect those targets to continue.’  

But at other times Turnbull has 
indicated that the government’s 
‘climate policies are not set in 
stone’. We need to make sure 
we do everything in our power 
to ensure that the government 
seizes the opportunity to increase 
its emissions target before the 
UN’s Paris climate change talks. 
Increasing the pressure all the way 
to Paris – and beyond – will send 
the message that we want stronger 
action.

It is not just the government that 
needs to hear this message. The 
Labor Party has so far failed to 
commit to action strong enough to 
cut pollution to zero and support 
the clean renewable energy 
development that experts and 
investors tell us is possible. 

In July, powerbrokers from across 
the Labor Party came together 
at their National Conference to 
determine the policy platform 
that will be taken to the next 
federal election. In a very positive 
outcome, the conference set a 

clear aim to achieve 50 per cent 
of Australia’s energy by clean 
renewable sources by 2030. This 
was coupled with a plan for a fair 
and equitable transition for workers 
and communities affected by a shift 
away from polluting industries. 
However, the ALP failed to commit 
to an ambitious target to cut 
pollution in line with what we know 
is necessary.  

Right now we are working with 
leading organisations across 
Australia to develop a shared plan 
for national rallies to show this 
united, powerful and organised 
movement. But in order to engage 
with new communities that are 
committed to work together over 
the long term, we need your help.

And I know that you will be with 
us throughout this year and the 
next as we build pressure in local 
communities, write to politicians, 
host events and call talk back radio 
to keep this issue on the political 
agenda. I know we can count on 
you, because your actions and 
resilience are the reason we have 
come so far. Thank you.

Victoria McKenzie-McHarg is the Climate 
Campaign Manager at the Australian 
Conservation Foundation (ACF). 

Queensland Government Jettisons 25 Years  
Of Environmental Planning Reform 
A new alliance of environment and resident action groups is needed to push for government action on the core 
issues that must be addressed in Queensland’s future planning system. Karen Robinson, QCC’s Planning Matters 
Campaigner gives us a brief history of planning in Queensland and outlines where we are going. 

A new alliance of environment and 
resident action groups is needed to 
push for government action on the 
core issues that must be addressed 
in Queensland’s future planning 
system. Karen Robinson, QCC’s 
Planning Matters Campaigner gives 
us a brief history of planning in 
Queensland and outlines where we 
are going. 

Nothing screams ‘Queensland 
politics’ like a ‘pro’ versus ‘anti’ 
development stoush. Once 
primarily a feature of the Bjelke-
Petersen era we are now seeing 
a sudden and massive return to 
public unrest about planning 
decisions following changes to the 
Sustainable Planning Act 2009 (SPA) 
during the Newman government.

Now, in 2015 planning “reform” is 
back on the agenda. Not one but 
two sets of new planning bills have 
been tabled and are now to face 
scrutiny by a key State Parliament 
committee. The Infrastructure, 
Planning and Natural Resources 
committee has called for public 
submissions to planning bills 
introduced separately to the 
Parliament by the Government and 
Opposition.

The current LNP Opposition tabled 
their Planning and Development 
(Planning for Prosperity) Bill in 
June 2015 – a rerun of the bills 
they previously tabled when in 
government and that lapsed with 
the election of the Palaszczuk 
government in January. The 
“Prosperity” Bill is a major 
departure from both IPA and SPA, 
with environmental concerns all 
but excised from the purpose and 
a massive weakening of certainty, 
transparency and accountability. 
Third party (individual and 
community) rights are significantly 

reduced and perpetuate the Seeney 
SPA amendments that allow court 
costs to be awarded against losing 
litigants.

With the change of government 
in January we expected – or hoped 
- Deputy Premier and current 
planning minister, Jackie Trad, 
would throw out the incredibly 
deficient LNP Bills and champion 
a return to SPA. Much to the 
shock and horror of resident 
groups and environmentalists, the 
government’s proposed Planning 
Bill 2015 (released as a draft 
for comment on 10 September) 
instead significantly mirrored the 
Opposition’s “Prosperity” bill. 

The Deputy Premier did ensure 
election commitments were 
kept with the major differences 
between the LNP and ALP bills 
including returning ecologically 
sustainable development (ESD) 
to the core purpose of the bill, 
reversing concerns around third 
party objection and appeal rights 
and – partially – reversing the 
awarding of costs.  She also pulled 
back on the LNP’s unfettered use of 
ministerial power. 

Following persistent lobbying 
by the Queensland Conservation 
Council and the Environmental 
Defenders Office (EDO) QLD some 
additional concessions were 
made before the Government’s 
bills were tabled in Parliament on 
11 November. Most substantial 
of these include reinstating the 
“Advancing the Act’s Purpose” 
sections; ensuring costs can’t 
be awarded for enforcement 
actions and building in some new 
accountability measures to require 
planning department (as the state 
assessment manager under SARA) 
to publicly provide reasons if they 

don’t follow advice from specialist 
agencies (e.g., environment 
department). 

However, in their current form, 
both Opposition and Government 
bills represent a massive roll back 
of the environmental gains of the 
1990’s. EDO QLD and QCC have 
produced a Scorecard to illustrate 
the weakness of the proposed new 
laws when compared against SPA 
both before and after the Newman 
government. The Scorecard and 
detailed analysis are available on 
the QCC website. 

QCC wants to see Queensland 
embrace a planning system for 
the 21st Century – one capable of 
responding to and dealing with the 
most pressing issues in this century 
such as dangerous climate change, 
the unrelenting loss of biodiversity 
and the profligate overuse of 
natural and finite resources.

While the development industry 
seeks maximum flexibility, the 
wider community is demanding 
much greater levels of certainty so 
people’s lives are not constantly 
disrupted by development 
proposals that do not meet local 
planning schemes and that destroy 
the fabric of local neighbourhoods. 

URGENT ACTION IS NEEDED!

Submissions can be made to 
the Infrastructure, Planning and 
Natural Resources Parliamentary 
Committee. Close 4.00pm Monday 
18 January 2016. 

Information available here: http://www.
parliament.qld.gov.au/work-of-committees/
committees/IPNRC/inquiries/current-
inquiries/PB2015

Donations are also needed to 
support this critical campaign 

during the consultation period.

Page 12 spinifex November 2015 | www.qldconservation.org.au spinifex November 2015 | www.qldconservation.org.au Page 13

CLIMATE CAMPAIGN



What do you  
know about Prickly Acacia? 

Originally from India and Pakistan, 
Prickly Acacia was promoted as a 
shade and fodder tree in the early 
20th century.  It is now a Class 2 
declared pest plant in Queensland, 
and a Weed of National 
Significance. It currently infests 
more than 6 million hectares of 
Queensland, with the potential 
to spread to most of northern 
Australia.  A single prickly acacia 
tree can produce over 150,000 seeds 
per year.

QCC was recently contacted by the 
Natural Resource Management 
Group for the Desert Channels, to 
forge links to see how we could 
work together on combatting 
this scourge of a weed. The 
510,000 square kilometre Desert 
Channels region covers one third 
of the state and is home to a huge 
swathe of the highly productive 
and environmentally significant 
Mitchell Grass Downs.

Many Western Queensland graziers 
have been working hard to rid their 
properties of Prickly Acacia and it 
seems that they are getting a major 
morale boost from the successes of 
a bold plan to rid the Queensland 
section of the Lake Eyre Basin 
of all major prickly acacia seed 
sources. The devastating surge 
of Prickly Acacia across the 
landscape, following the breaking 
of the millennium drought, caused 
graziers like John and Helen Ogg of 
Ayrshire Downs Winton to reassess 
their weed control.

John said that with the rain the 
prickly acacia just exploded, and 
he and Helen realised that if it 
continued down the current path, 
in a few years their business 
wouldn’t be viable. He talked 

about the perfect storm. ‘Those 
years must have been perfect for 
germination; the problem grew 
quicker than the enthusiasm, 
and we got to the stage where 
we didn’t know what to do…’ 
Like most graziers, the Oggs have 
been doing their best to keep the 
relentless spread under control.  
For the past 30 years, they have 
been ‘mustering it into the creeks’ 
to keep the paddocks clear, but the 
three big rain years of 2010 to 2012 
caused a rethink.

The big seasons that broke the 
weed control hearts of many 
landholders also caused a rethink 
within Longreach-based DCQ.  
According to group CEO, Leanne 
Kohler, they had been funding weed 
control work for a decade, but 
during those good seasons prickly 
acacia exploded, despite everyone’s 
best efforts. There were three 
main issues: there were too many 
significant seed-producing areas 
in the catchments; Prickly Acacia 
seeds were still being distributed 
across the landscape and treatment 
was expensive. DCQ approached 
getting rid of Prickly Acacia on 
five, integrated fronts: information 
and knowledge; research and 
innovation; planning and support, 
regulations and permits and skills 
and experience.

DCQ worked in partnership 
with the Department of Science, 
Information Technology, 
Innovation and the Arts, to develop 
a methodology to analyse time 
series satellite images to identify 
the prickly acacia ‘hot spots’ – 
areas of rapid expansion, generally 
creeks, where eradication would 
produce the greatest landscape 

scale benefit. DCQ also encouraged 
landholders to band together into 
teams to provide mutual support and 
to develop five year weed plans that 
laid out a program of works in which 
DCQ treated areas of high public 
benefit, particularly along water 
courses, while landholders tackled 
the rest.

While all this was going on the group 
was quietly putting together a team 
of highly skilled and experienced 
weed control experts.  This small, 
field team has refined the tools 
available to them and is now 
delivering cost-effective, efficient 
weed control that is giving heart to 
landholders. The final piece in the 
puzzle was ensuring landholders 
understand the need for weed 
seed hygiene.  Seeds are mainly 
spread through stock movement, 
so DCQ worked with landholders 
to get commitments to institute 
a quarantine program for moving 
livestock from infested to clean 
areas, and to practice weed seed 
hygiene with stock trucks.

DCQ and the farmers in Western 
Queensland need to continue 
this fight – and much of this is by 
obtaining additional funding to 
continue this great work. They aim 
to eradicate all core infestations of 
Prickly Acacia in the region by 2018.

If you want to help in this fight to get 
rid of this weed – please write to the 
Queensland Minister for Agriculture 
Hon Bill Byrnes  agriculture@
ministerial.qld.gov.au and to Federal 
Minister for Agriculture and Water 
Resources  Hon Barnaby Joyce 
Barnaby.Joyce.MP@aph.gov.au, and 
ask them to continue the support for 
getting rid of Prickly Acacia

Reef Update
What is the future like for the Reef in 2015? Gemma Plesman, Great Barrier Reef  
campaigner for the Australian Marine Conservation Society, gives us an update. 

The Reef team at the Australian Marine Conservation Society has deeply felt 
the loss of our late and great campaign director, Felicity Wishart. Her passing 
in July of this year tragically left us to reminisce on the great Reef campaign 
she built with supporters, as well as her strengths, which led us to many 
great victories.

In the months before her passing, in the heart of the Reef at Airlie Beach, 
Felicity joined Patron Tim Winton, community members and the AMCS team 
in celebrating the organisations 50th Anniversary. While we all miss her, we 
will endeavor to continue her fight for the Reef, the one AMCS has fought for 
fifty years.

2015 will mark the year the Reef captured the world’s attention for many 
months, and saw Governments make commitments like we have never seen 
for our great natural icon. 

In June, AMCS Reef Campaigner, Cherry Muddle, attended the World Heritage 
Committee meeting in Germany and personally delivered thirty handwritten 
letters from Whitsunday fishers, traditional custodians, tourism operators 
and locals urging UNESCO to keep the Australian Government accountable 
and ensure the Reef is protected. Following this, the World Heritage 
Committee made the decision to keep Australia on probation regarding the 
health of the Reef. The Australian Government now has until 2016 to show 
that its rescue plan is working and until 2019 to demonstrate it has stopped 
the decline of the Reef.

While the State and Federal Governments are making positive steps toward 
protecting the Reef, the action that is necessary will require real leadership, 
which we are yet to see. We have a long way to go to ensure that Australia’s 
most treasured icon is protected from industrialisation, global warming and 
farm pollution. What is being done to address these major concerns?

In January, Queensland Labor committed to being the party that would 
save the Reef and address many of our concerns around large-scale 
industrialisation. But with plans now from the State Government to dredge in 
Reef waters at Abbot Point looming, supporters have been out on the streets, 
door-knocking and holding information stalls, outraged at Labor’s move. 

On the issue of run-off – a widespread concern for the Reef – a recent report 
card released by Federal and Queensland Government’s own assessment of 
efforts highlights that we are not doing enough at this rate to address water 
quality issues. 

In the face of all the disenchantment around the state of the Reef though, 
the community continues holding Government and industry accountable to 
ensure damage to the Reef is halted, the clock is turned back and the Reef 
begins to repair itself. In Queensland the Reef team has been working with 
communities to hold the State Government to account on their election 
promises to save the Reef. 

All across the country now, communities are meeting with the politicians to 
demand that they keep their eyes on the Reef. Globally, the world is watching 
and people are standing up and demanding that the Reef be protected for 
future generations. 

Fight for the Reef now has a new campaign director, Imogen Zethoven, 
who will carry on the work started by Felicity. For more information on the 
campaign go to www.fightforthereef.org.au 

Vale Felicity 
Wishart 
In July Felicity Wishart, Australian 
Marine Conservation Society 
campaign director for the Fight 
for the Reef campaign and former 
Coordinator of QCC, unexpectedly 
died in her sleep. Felicity Wishart 
was the Coordinator at QCC from 
2000 to 2004. She led the campaign 
to stop land clearing in Queensland 
that resulted in a moratorium on 
clearing followed by a legislated 
phase out of broadscale land 
clearing by 2006. She oversaw 
other successful campaigns in her 
time at QCC including the Wild 
Rivers campaign, the defeat of the 
aquaculture fish farm proposal for 
Moreton Bay; climate change and 
air pollution campaigns. 

Felicity was a mentor to many 
people in the environment 
movement in Queensland and 
across Australia, inspiring them 
with her passion to protect the 
environment. She especially 
encouraged many young women in 
the movement, who now follow in 
her mighty footsteps.

QCC continues Felicity’s work and 
will honour her legacy into the 
future. Our heartfelt condolences 
go to her partner Todd and their 
two young sons.

Vale Ian Lisle
In October, Dr. Ian Lisle, the 
first manager of Queensland 
Conservation Council Bookshop: 
Billabong Books passed away after 
a long struggle with oesophageal 
cancer. 

After leaving the bookshop he 
went on to do a Masters degree 
in Mathematics at University of 
Canberra. He was the Assistant 
Professor in Mathematics and 
Statistics at the University of 
Canberra where he remained 
until he became ill. Our heartfelt 
condolences go to his partner 
Susan and his family.

Prickly Acacia Vachellia nilotica, a weed of national significance, forms dense thickets transforming productive, 
natural grasslands into thorny scrub. The resulting loss of grass cover impacts on native species and leads to soil 
erosion, declining water quality and lost productivity, Christine O’Brien from the Desert Channels Group explains. 

CAMPAIGNS
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In 1969 a small group of people got together to share ideas. They were 
bushwalkers, divers, nature lovers and geologists who shared a growing 
concerned that the things which made Queensland unique were being 
lost. 

More than forty years later the ground they founded is Queensland’s 
leading voice for environmental protection. 

What we do 
We are the representative voice for environment and community groups 
and their supporters in Queensland. Working with over 60 member 
groups we engage with government, business and the community to 
achieve better environmental outcomes for the State. 

We are also a strong environmental campaigning organisation. We 
campaign to protect Queensland’s natural environment and keep coal in 
the ground. 

QCC’s Keep Coal in the Ground campaign is focused on shifting our 
community’s understanding of coal’s contribution to global warming, to 
increase the communities demand for clean energy, and to encourage 
people to accept that we can have a more positive future without coal.

Support US!
You can support QCC and help keep coal in the ground and protect our 
environment

Donate to QCC 
and protect our 
environment

YES! I want to help create a 
sustainable Queensland

Mr/ Ms/ Mrs/ Miss/ Dr

Name:

Postal Address:

Town/ suburb:   

State:

Phone:

Email:

Signature:

Connection 
 Tick this box if you do not wish to 

be kept in contact with QCC’s work and 
Queensland environment news.
Queensland Conservation Council respects your 
privacy. We will not lease, sell or give away your 
information to anyone.

 Single Donation $.....................(min $10)

You will receive a tax receipt in the next 7 days following your donation

 Monthly Support
Donations are automatically taken from your credit card each month.  
We’ll send you a tax receipt at the end of the financial year. 

 $100    $75    $50    $30    $20     $.....................(min $10)

Payment

 Cheque (single donation only) Please make payable to Queensland Conservation

 Visa   Mastercard

Card Number: _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _    _ _ _ _

Expiry Date:              /

Name on card:

Signature:

Yes! I want to…. 
Donate by telephone - call (07) 3846 7833
Donate online - visit www.qldconservation.org.au 
To unsubscribe from monthly donation or for any further questions please contact us 
at admin@qldconservation.org.au or by phone at (07) 3846 7833. All donations of more 
than $2 are tax deductible. We do not provide refunds as you will receive a tax deductible 
receipt. Queensland Conservation  ABN 89 717 887 219

Our story


