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Features Victoria South Australia ACT 

Relevant legislation Renewable Energy (Jobs and Investment) Act 
2017 (RE Act 2017) 

Climate Change Act 2017 (CC Act 2017) 

Note: Earlier legislation was Climate Change 
Act 2010 

Climate Change and Greenhouse Emissions 
Reduction Act 2007 (CC & GER Act 2007) 

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction Act 2010 (CC & GGR Act 2010) 

50% renewable 
electricity by 2030 
target, or more 

Section 7, RE Act 2017: targets for 25% by 
2020 and 40% by 2025.  

 

No legislated target currently. 

Previously targets were in the CC & GER Act 
2007 – see section 5(2) targets for 2014, 
which have not been updated in the Act. 

Target for 100% renewable energy by 2020, 
provided under section 9 of the Act, the 
Minister must determine targets for the use 
or generation of renewable energy in the 
ACT within 6 months of the commencement 
of the Act.  

Climate Change and Greenhouse Gas 
Reduction (Renewable Energy Targets) 
Determination 2016. 

Short, medium and 
long-term renewable 
energy targets 

Two targets: 25 % by 2020 and 40% by 2025. No, however policy and investment 
commitments exist. 

One target for 100% by 2020. 

Review requirements 
to see how targets can 
be increased, at least 
every five years 

Section 8 RE Act 2017, the Minister must 
report to the Parliament each financial year 
on progress towards meeting renewable 
energy targets. 

Section 21 CC & GER Act 2007 Requirement 
to review Act every 4 years. 

N/A: Already 100%. 

Reverse auction 
processes 

Victorian Renewable Energy Auction Scheme 
offers long term contracts to successful 
renewable energy projects. 

No specified reverse auction framework, but 
a range of policy incentives exist.  

 

Electricity Feed-in (Large-scale Renewable 
Energy Generation) Act 2011 provides the 
legislative framework for ACT’s renewable 
energy reverse auctions. 

 

http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/LTObject_Store/ltobjst10.nsf/DDE300B846EED9C7CA257616000A3571/B787DFE5C954B67ACA2581F7000EBB4C/$FILE/17-56aa001%20authorised.pdf
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/LTObject_Store/ltobjst10.nsf/DDE300B846EED9C7CA257616000A3571/B787DFE5C954B67ACA2581F7000EBB4C/$FILE/17-56aa001%20authorised.pdf
http://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/Domino/Web_Notes/LDMS/PubStatbook.nsf/f932b66241ecf1b7ca256e92000e23be/05736C89E5B8C7C0CA2580D50006FF95/$FILE/17-005aa%20authorised.pdf
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/CLIMATE%20CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007/CURRENT/2007.22.UN.PDF
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/CLIMATE%20CHANGE%20AND%20GREENHOUSE%20EMISSIONS%20REDUCTION%20ACT%202007/CURRENT/2007.22.UN.PDF
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2010-41/current/pdf/2010-41.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/a/2010-41/current/pdf/2010-41.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/di/2016-38/current/pdf/2016-38.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/di/2016-38/current/pdf/2016-38.pdf
http://www.legislation.act.gov.au/di/2016-38/current/pdf/2016-38.pdf
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 Victoria South Australia ACT 

A long-term emissions 
reduction target, e.g. to 
achieve net zero 
greenhouse pollution 
by 2050 

A target of net zero emissions by the year 
2050 (s6). A statutory obligation is placed on 
the Premier and Minister to ensure the State 
achieves the 2050 target (s8). 

Section 5 sets a target to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions within the State 
by at least 60% to an amount that is equal 
to or less than 40% of 1990 levels by 31 
December 2050. 

Section 6 sets a target to achieve zero net 
emissions by 2050. 

Interim emissions 
reduction targets 

Section 10 CC Act sets 5 yearly interim 
emissions reduction targets to meet the 2050 
target, listing specific dates by which interim 
targets must be determined. 

Interim targets not outlined, however 
Section 3(1) places an onus on the state to 
develop interim targets and creates an onus 
to report on interim targets.  

Section 7 sets an interim target of 40% less 
than 1990 emissions by 30 June 2020 and 
allows for additional interim targets 
determined by the Minister. 

Requirements relevant 
to monitoring and 
reporting to ensure 
transparency and 
accountability and to 
drive continuous 
improvement 

When determining interim emissions 
reduction targets the Minister must obtain 
(and publish) advice from one or more 
independent experts (CC Act 2017, s12).  

An annual greenhouse gas emissions report 
must be prepared and published (s52, CC Act 
2017). An end of interim target period 
report must be prepared within 2 years and 
must also be published (s54(4), CC Act 
2017). 

 

The CC & GER Act 2007 requires a review of 
the Act every 4 years (s21), with 2-yearly 
reports on its operation from CSIRO or an 
independent entity designated by the 
Minister (s7).  

The Minister may vary a target after taking 
into account new or updated methodologies 
or advice (s5(6)). The Minister must publish 
any determination or target (s5) and 
establish reporting frameworks (s6). 

The established Premier’s Climate Change 
Council (s9) is to provide independent advice 
to the Minister on climate change matters 
and prepare an annual report (s13). 

The Minister must state in writing the extent 
to which they acted on relevant advice, 
intend to act on relevant advice, or the 
extent and reason why it is not accepted 
(s11(4)). 

Minister must seek input from independent 
entity and ensure consistency with national 
and international practices when setting 
methods for measuring greenhouse gas 
emissions (s11, CC & GGR Act 2010). 

Annual report by independent entity on 
greenhouse gas emissions and the targets 
presented to the legislative assembly but not 
required to be published (s12). 

Annual report by the Minister presented to 
the legislative assembly, but not required to 
be published (s15). 

The established Climate Change Council (s16) 
is to advise the Minister on reducing 
emissions and addressing and adapting to 
climate change and prepare annual reports 
including advice and recommendations to 
the Minister. The Minister must consider any 
relevant advice from the council (s18). 
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Victoria South Australia ACT 

Requirements for 
government agencies 
to commit to emissions 
reduction in operations 

Whole of government pledge for greenhouse 
gas emissions reductions on or before 1 
August 2020, and then every 5 years (s41, CC 
Act 2017). Pledge to include a description of 
actions to be undertaken by an applicable 
government body to contribute to the 
reduction of greenhouse gas emissions 
caused by government operations and 
activities (s42). 

Sector pledges (s43, CC Act 2017) – 
greenhouse gas emissions reductions for a 
prescribed category of emissions (e.g. 
transport).  Review every 5 years.  Actions to 
be undertaken by the Victorian Govt. 

The Minister must develop a policy that 
demonstrates the Government’s leadership 
in dealing with climate change through the 
management and reduction of its own 
greenhouse gas emissions, and through the 
development of related reporting 
mechanisms (s14(2)). 

Sector agreements focussed on State 
influence, e.g. s16(4) the minister must take 
steps to achieve sector agreement with key 
State Government business enterprises and 
administrative units. 

Local Government (Building Upgrade 
Agreements) Amendment Act 2015  

Not clear. 

Sector agreements are provided; however, 
they do not seem to be focussed on 
government actions but voluntary 
agreements with entities to assist in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions and meeting 
targets (s23). 

Preparation of 
Adaptation Plans with 
regular reviews and 
updates 

An adaptation action plan must be prepared 
by the relevant nominated Minister on or 
before 31 October 2021 (s34(1), CC Act 
2017). Further adaptation plans every 5 years 
(s34(2)). 

The Minister should seek to develop policies 
that assist in promoting or implementing 
measures to facilitate adaptation to climate 
change. No clear process or requirement is 
provided. 

The Climate Change Council could advise 
relating to adaptation but there is no clear 
process or requirement under the CC & GGR 
Act 2010 relating to adaptation plans, or 
regular reviews of those plans. 

Mechanism to 
mainstream climate 
change considerations 
throughout 
government decision 
making 

Part 3 of the CC Act 2017 specifies provisions 
for consideration of climate change in 
decision-making, with Schedule 1 specifying 
criteria for the types of decisions. Guidelines 
can also be issued by the Minister to ensure 
any “decision …policy, program or process 
developed or implemented by the 
Government appropriately takes account of 
climate change” (s21, CC Act 2017). 

There is general mention of climate change 
considerations but not a specific process or 
requirements.  E.g. “The Minister should seek 
to promote action to develop a coherent 
policy framework within the State to address 
issues associated with climate change” (s6(2), 
CC & GER Act 2007). 

A mechanism is not clearly outlined in the GG 
& GGR Act 2010 to mainstream climate 
change considerations. The Minister is to 
promote action and the Climate Change 
Council could make recommendations but it 
is not outlined clearly like the Victorian 
legislation. 

https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/LOCAL%20GOVERNMENT%20ACT%201999/CURRENT/1999.62.UN.PDF
https://www.legislation.sa.gov.au/LZ/C/A/LOCAL%20GOVERNMENT%20ACT%201999/CURRENT/1999.62.UN.PDF
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Victoria South Australia ACT 

Requirements relevant 
to energy efficiency 

Independent expert advice on interim 
emissions reduction targets is required to 
include: “potential opportunities across the 
Victorian economy as a whole for reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions in the most 
efficient and cost-effective manner in the 
interim target period,” (CC Act s12(2)(c)). 

 

An Object of Act is to encourage energy 
efficiency and conservation (s3(c)).  

A function of the Council is to provide 
independent advice to Minister about 
achieving energy efficiency (s11).  

Sector agreements can include strategies to 
maximise efficiencies in energy use 
(S16(2)(b)).  

CC&GGR Act - S17 Functions of council – 
includes possibility to advise Minister on 
strategies to achieve energy efficiencies.  

 


