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Environment Agenda for the next Queensland Government 
 
Dear Louise, 
 
Thank you for your email of 17 September 2020, attaching the Queensland Conservation Council’s (QCC’s) 
Environment Agenda for the next Queensland Government. 
 
It’s clear that the QCC is setting an impressive agenda for environmental protection in Queensland. 
 
The Queensland Greens’ policy on Biodiversity and the Environment emphasises the critical importance of 
these issues. Like the QCC, protecting the environment is a key part of the Greens’ work, and has been for 
many decades. 
 
Our election platform for the 2020 State Election is available online at: https://greens.org.au/qld/plan. 
Our long-standing broader policy platform is here: https://greens.org.au/qld/policies.  
 
We have a fully costed plan to create thousands of good secure jobs and fully fund health, education and 
clean energy, funded by making sure big mining corporations, banks and developers pay their fair share.  
 
As I’m sure you would understand, if the Greens find ourselves in a balance-of-power scenario there is an                                   
enormous list of competing priorities, and the final decision on any negotiated outcome rests with the                               
party as a whole. However, all of the priorities you have identified align with our agenda. Our Plan sets                                     
out what our priorities would be. 
 
As spokesperson for the Queensland Greens, and a former Environment Defenders Office lawyer, I thank 
you for setting out your agenda and confirm I’m pleased to support it in its entirety. 
 

1. Native vegetation 
 
I want to ensure the existing vegetation management laws are strengthened, not weakened in the next 
Parliament, and also want to keep the following on the agenda: 
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● Strong laws that protect remnant and High Conservation Value regrowth forests and threatened 
species habitats from destruction. Loopholes in the Vegetation Management Act must be 
tightened to properly protect native forests on the urban fringe, and the unregulated ‘Category 
X’ native forests must be brought into the framework of the Act.  

● Improved incentives for land restoration with positive biodiversity and carbon benefits. 
● Continuing improvements in methods and technology to detect and publicly report on forest 

cover change, deforestation and enforcement of laws. 
 

2. Protected areas 
 
I fully support the QCC’s priorities when it comes to protected areas and will be advocating strongly for 
them this election. Queensland is well short of the international benchmark of 17% for the protected area 
estate, including a shortfall in outback areas and national parks representative of these ecosystems. I’ve 
been working alongside peak advocacy organisations to push the government to make the necessary 
investment to meet its own targets. 
 
I was disappointed to see that the government’s recently announced Protected Area Strategy did not 
include measurable targets and fell short of the annual $135 million funding commitment which QCC and 
others have been pursuing. I confirm that the Greens fully support your funding requests and the creation 
of measurable targets in the Protected Areas Strategy.  

In November 2019 we announced a Queensland Greens plan to create an extra 200 Indigenous Ranger 
jobs, boosting numbers across Queensland from 100 to 300. Part of their role would be to ensure cultural 
burning practices are reflected in our land management regime, which would also provide important 
protections for landscapes and wildlife affected by changing and increasingly hazardous bushfires. You 
can check out the media release about that plan, plus further details and costings here. 

The Greens’ plan for 200 extra Indigenous Rangers sits within our broader plan to tax big coal and gas 
companies who have caused the dangerous fire conditions. We would also use that money to pay for 
1,400 extra paid fireys, support volunteer firefighters, create a permanent firefighting aircraft fleet, and 
fund Indigenous Rangers.  

I’ve had the pleasure of meeting some rangers from the Bunya Peoples’ Aboriginal Corporation and the 
Lama Lama Rangers up in Cape York. They’re doing amazing work already that contributes so much 
beyond just environmental outcomes, and it’d be wonderful to see the program expand.  

On a slightly different topic, in March 2019 the Greens supported the government’s Special Wildlife 
Reserves Bill, which creates a new pathway for better protection of native places and wildlife on private 
land, while calling for more protected areas and better funding for management – this Bill is far from 
what’s ultimately required, but is a good start.  

It is great to see the state government include more funding for Indigenous Rangers and expanding 
national parks in their election campaign platform this month. The Greens will keep setting the agenda on 
these priorities, and will work in the next parliament to make them a reality. 
 

3. Great Barrier Reef and marine protection 
 
The Queensland Greens are dedicated to protecting the future of the Great Barrier Reef. In the last three 
years, half of the coral cover of the Great Barrier Reef has died from climate change and poor water 
quality. As one of the seven natural wonders of the world, an employer of tens of thousands of people 
and one of our greatest tourist attractions, we must take serious action to protect what’s left of our Reef. 
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I support stronger Reef water quality regulations alongside financial incentives for landholders, and 
would gladly continue pushing for better protections in the next Parliament.  
  
Last year, the Greens’ federal team, led by Queensland Senator Larissa Waters, announced the Protecting 
Our Oceans, Forests, Rivers and Reefs policy initiative. This initiative includes a $2 billion grant fund over 
10 years available to scientists, governments and farmers to improve farming practices and repair reef 
catchments, and setting legal caps on water pollution by catchment. 
  
The Queensland Greens’ water policy and biodiversity and environment policy also detail our 
commitment to investing in water quality improvement across the state, both for coastal areas and 
inland waterways, and greater protection of our Reef. 
  
The biggest threat to the Reef is climate change. The Greens recently announced our plan for 100% 
publicly owned renewable energy by 2030. We know that the government needs to take rapid action to 
address climate change, and we are committed to transitioning to renewable energy by 2030. This would 
also support regional Queensland with the creation of 23,000 jobs, while committing to no new polluting 
fossil fuel projects. 
 

4. Healthy rivers 
 
The Queensland Greens’ Water policy acknowledges the link between the health of catchments, rivers, 
estuaries and groundwater systems and the health of our communities and environment, as well as the 
prosperity of agriculture and industry.  
 
With regard to protecting the Channel Country, the Greens are vehemently opposed to the expansion of 
fracking and coal seam and unconventional gas. 
 
I was incredibly disappointed to hear that just before Christmas in 2019, the State Labor government 
indicated that they might allow the development of gas fields in the Channel Country. That would be an 
incredible betrayal of their promises in two State elections in 2015 and 2017, and I’ve been keeping this up 
to the government during my term in Parliament. 
 
In May 2020, I tabled a report in Parliament on the risks from and likely impacts of the expansion of the 
gas fracking industry in the Lake Eyre Basin. The Labor government clearly didn’t like the report’s 
conclusions, and so tried to hide the report using a loophole in Right to Information laws. 
  
To see more of our policies regarding Mining and Natural Resources, please feel free to check out our 
federal and state mining policy pages. In particular we want: 

No new fracking or unconventional gas, including coal seam, shale or tight gas, shale oil or 
underground coal gasification developments, given the short and long-term risks to our water, 
land, communities, the climate, food production and marine areas. 

  
It is a travesty that a proposal to frack for unconventional gas is even being considered, given what we 
know about the significant short and long term risks posed to our waterways, aquifers, agriculture and 
land.  
 

5. Mining and pollution 
 
The Greens are the only party who doesn’t take donations from the mining lobby, so our policies, at the 
state and federal level, recognise the huge impact that mining has on our environment. We have a plan to 
phase out thermal coal and tax mining companies more effectively so that all Queenslanders can share in 
our state’s natural wealth. 
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Two years ago, in Queensland Parliament I introduced a bill to ban coal mining in the Galilee Basin and 
cancel Adani’s mining licence with no compensation. Unfortunately, the Labor government never brought 
it on for debate, although both major parties opposed it during the inquiry process. 
 
Last week’s fiasco with the Queensland Resources Council (QRC) has really flushed some of these issues 
out into the open: several large mining companies have split from the peak mining body, showing that its 
anti-Green advertising has gone too far. It turns out that the QRC may have significantly breached 
electoral laws in campaigning against the Greens. It is no secret that only the Greens will properly 
regulate and tax the mining industry so that it works for Queenslanders, not its own massive profits.  
 

6. Sustainable cities, towns and lifestyles 
 
We’ve released a plan for free, reliable and frequent public transport, including the creation of a fast rail 
network in South-East Queensland. 
 
We support high-quality cycling infrastructure as a condition of all state road upgrades, and improved 
cycle route criteria. I have been pushing for safer and better connected cycling infrastructure on the State 
controlled roads in my electorate of Maiwar including the Centenary Motorway / Western Freeway and 
MetRoad 5 in Bardon.  
 
We support the creation of an independent and integrated public transit authority to coordinate public 
transport in Queensland. This proposal has been reflected in our election statements for many years, and 
we continue to support it.  
 
We strongly support the rapid rollout of electric and zero-emissions vehicles, but believe that investment 
in public infrastructure like charging stations is a better and fairer use of public money than registration 
reductions, since Queensland lags so far behind the rest of the developed world in our charging 
infrastructure. I believe the State government should be taking the lead by transitioning its fleet to 
electric vehicles as soon as possible. At a federal level, the Greens support a policy requiring 100% of new 
vehicle sales to be electric or zero emissions by 2030, and I support similar measures at a State level 
where this is possible and appropriate. 
  
We support greater climate change adaptation planning across Queensland, including the alignment of 
public asset funding arrangements to prioritise investments in projects that will deliver demonstrated 
climate adaptation and mitigation benefits. 
 
Our policy on biodiversity and the environment details our policy on re-use of resources including 
plastics. 
 
With regard to sustainable housing standards, the Greens have launched a plan to deliver 100,000 public 
homes over the next four years. Funded via a levy on the big banks and higher royalties on mining 
corporations, the Greens would establish a Queensland Housing Trust that would finance the delivery of 
250,000 homes over 10 years, with a long-term target of 20% of all housing stock as public housing. Of 
course, this should include allowances for accessible housing. 
 
As part of the Greens’ plan for social housing, we want to establish tenant and community design panels 
that will be given binding power to direct the design and architecture of the housing developments 
within certain parameters, including maximum height limits. We would introduce democratic housing and 
tenancy management models. At the moment, social housing tenants are locked out of energy efficiency 
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measures and solar photovoltaic systems. We would support a significant investment to install energy 
efficiency upgrades and solar PV on social housing dwellings across Queensland. 
 

7. Stronger environment and planning laws 
 
In line with the policy priorities outlined in your document, the Queensland Greens can commit not to 
weaken the Nature Conservation Act, Vegetation Management Act or environmental protections 
contained in other legislation. Those protections for our natural wonders should be strengthened, and 
that is what I will continue to fight for in the next Parliament.  
 
We firmly support the rights of citizens and civil society groups to challenge projects or actions that 
threaten our environment. As a former Environmental Defenders Office lawyer I know how vital this is.  
 
That’s why, in my first term of parliament, I’ve been advocating for sustainable development, and reforms 
to the planning system. We need to fix the Planning Act by taking power from big developers and giving 
it back to communities. I spend a lot of my time as member for Maiwar assisting the community to give 
their feedback on individual developments, and I’ve seen a couple of really outrageous local examples: 
 

● When over 3500 residents formally objected to the Brisbane City Council’s proposed zipline at 
Mount Coot-tha, the Lord Mayor said these wouldn’t influence the Council’s assessment of the 
Development Application. 

● Despite widespread support and a growing need for green space, Council is refusing to buy back 
the former ABC site and create new public space in Toowong. 

● The grossly inappropriate Tricare high-rise development in Taringa, even after a huge community 
campaign and being refused by Council, was approved by the Court when the developer 
challenged the refusal. 

 
The system simply isn’t designed to put people first, which is why I’ve been calling on the state 
government to overhaul the Planning Act.  
 
The Queensland Greens will: 

1. Launch a groundbreaking trial of deliberative democracy for neighbourhood plans. 
2. Tighten neighbourhood plans to end special deals for developers: 

a. Strict and binding height limits. 
b. No exemptions to boundary setbacks. 
c. Binding minimum requirements for trees and green space. 

3. Overhaul the Planning Act by: 
a. Ensuring all major developments are ‘impact assessable’. 
b. Strengthen community objection rights. 
c. Close loopholes in the Planning Act. 
d. Restrict construction noise. 
e. Ban development in flood-prone areas.  

 
We’ve also released a plan for a Developer Tax of 75% on land value gains from rezoning. This would 
reduce corruption and land speculation, and raise $7.8 billion over four years to help provide the 
infrastructure growing communities need. 
 

8. Biodiversity and threatened species 
 
In line with the Greens’ policy on biological diversity, we are happy to support the steps you propose in 
relation to biodiversity and threatened species. The Queensland Greens want to ensure mapping and 
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protection for koala habitat right across Queensland, not just in South East Queensland, and to take steps 
to urgently reverse the decline of biodiversity and the loss of threatened species in Queensland. 
 

9. Climate change 
 
The Greens’ climate change policy acknowledges that the climate crisis is our single greatest threat, and 
we support strong targets for cutting climate pollution, comprehensive adaptation measures and support 
for low-emissions practices in agriculture, manufacturing and industry. Strong action on climate change 
has been part of our policy and a core focus for our party for decades.  
 

10. Shift to renewable energy 
  
The Greens have a plan for 100% publicly owned renewable energy, which will see us: 
 

● Reach 100% renewable energy by 2030. 
● End electricity retail privatisation in Queensland and establish a long-term target of 100% public 

and community ownership of energy generation.  
● Create an average of 23,000 jobs per year building publicly owned renewable energy. 
● Unlock thousands of jobs in regional Queensland. 
● Establish a $2 billion fund to help communities establish cooperatively owned renewable energy 

projects to give communities direct ownership of renewables. 
● Ensure cheap battery storage for every household by establishing a $1 billion household and 

small business battery storage rebate scheme. 
● Create a fairer feed-in tariff to ensure people get a fair price for their rooftop solar. 

 
The Greens are the only party campaigning against new coal-fired power stations, with a clear plan to 
phase out the burning and exporting of fossil fuels by 2030. 
 
The Queensland Greens and I look forward to continuing to work with you in the next Parliament, 
whatever the ultimate result, to achieve the best possible outcomes for Queensland’s natural 
environment. 
 
I hope this information assists. Please do not hesitate to contact my office on 07 3737 4100 if you would 
like to discuss any of this in more detail. 
 
Kind regards, 

 
Michael Berkman MP 
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