
 

 

 
 

 
 
Louise Matthiesson 
Director 
Queensland Conservation Council 
1/377 Montague Road 
West End QLD 4101 
By email: director@qldconservation.org.au  
 

Dear Ms Matthiesson 

Thank you for providing a copy of Queensland Conservation Council’s document ‘The environment 
agenda for the next Queensland Government’. The Palaszczuk Labor Government has put 
Queensland on the road to recovery with a strong health response to the COVID-19 pandemic which 
has meant that we are now in a position to start delivering our plan for economic recovery. I’m 
pleased to outline the ways in which this plan will drive employment and environmental outcomes. 

Vegetation Management 

Queenslanders will not forget the disastrous impact the policies of the Newman-Frecklington LNP 
government had on the environment and threatened species. Under the LNP, habitat loss 
quadrupled when they tore up Labor’s vegetation management laws in 2013. The Palaszczuk Labor 
Government fixed the LNP’s mess and reinstated sensible vegetation management laws. The laws 
we passed in 2018 were to maintain biodiversity, reduce land degradation, protect water quality, 
reduce greenhouse gas emissions and support sustainable land use. 

The LNP has pledged to reverse these vegetation management laws. Only a re-elected Palaszczuk 
Labor Government will ensure they remain in place. 

Our shared concerns about the decline of South-East Queensland’s koala population led our 
government to put in place the strongest koala habitat protections Queensland has ever seen 
through the introduction of koala priority areas and mapping of more than 716 000 hectares of koala 
habitat within SEQ.  

As you may be aware, the Strategy and associated mapping is focused on South East Queensland 
(SEQ), as this region faces the greatest pressures from urban development. Focusing on SEQ 
provides an opportunity for the mapping methodology to be refined at a regional scale.  

Protected Area Strategy 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government understands that national parks, state forests and the private 
protected area network provide refuge for our unique wildlife including koalas. They are also a key 
tourism attraction and an important part of our plan for economic recovery. Since our election in 
2015 we have grown the protected area estate by more than 1.2 million hectares and built on our 
long-term target of increasing protected areas to 17% of the state’s land mass. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government has delivered our commitment to release a protected area 
strategy for Queensland. ‘Queensland’s Protected Area Strategy 2020-2030: Protecting our world-
class natural and cultural values’ (the Strategy) establishes the strategic direction for protecting, 
growing and managing Queensland’s protected areas and outlines a pathway for achieving 
sustainable growth and effective management into the future.  
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The release of the Strategy is supported by an initial investment of $60 million including: 

• $28 million for strategic land acquisitions to grow the public protected area estate  

• $8 million to support landholders to establish and maintain nature refuges and special wildlife 
reserves on their land  

• doubling the number of Queensland Indigenous Land and Sea Rangers to 200 

 
The Palaszczuk Labor Government is also investing in improving national park infrastructure and 
recently announced a $8.9 million national parks works and jobs boost, to upgrade national park 
infrastructure, as part of Queensland’s Economic Recovery Strategy ‘Unite and Recover for 
Queensland’s Jobs’. 

An additional $5.2 million has also been allocated in 2020-2021 to continue the Revitalising National 
Parks program. This is on top of the existing $45 million investment. 

By contrast, when they LNP were in government they cut over 60 ranger positions, reducing capacity 
for the important work of caring for protected areas.  

Timber agreement 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to honouring the intent of the 1999 South East 
Queensland Forest Agreement (SEQFA) and to continuing to grow Queensland’s National Park 
estate. In November 2019, the Palaszczuk Labor Government announced that we would be 
developing a Queensland Timber Industry Action Plan (the Action Plan) to both support timber 
industry jobs and achieve a long-term sustainable future for the industry that balances conservation 
outcomes. Most notably the Action Plan reaffirmed that native timber harvesting in State forests 
would end in the South East Queensland Regional Plan area (that is, the area south of Noosa) in 
2024, as originally planned in the SEQFA. This commitment will result in a progressive transfer of 
up to 20 000 hectares of high value conservation land to the Queensland national park estate by 
2024. The first 6,000 hectares of this transfer will occur in the current financial year.  

Climate Change 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government is taking strong steps to address climate change, including 
setting a target for zero net emissions by 2050, with an interim target of reducing emissions by at 
least 30% on 2005 levels by 2030. 

It was the Palaszczuk Labor Government that established the $500 million Land Restoration Fund 
(LRF) to reduce emissions, generate new job and revenue opportunities and deliver environmental 
benefits. The first round of the LRF is delivering an investment of $93 million and will see the 
purchase of over 1.9 million Australian Carbon Credit Units. 

We will continue to call on the Federal LNP government to demonstrate national leadership on 
climate policy. While we continue to do our part, national action is critical to effective climate change 
outcomes.  

The Queensland LNP’s record on climate is to question scientific evidence and delay real action. 
The former LNP government scrapped the Office of Climate Change, the Sustainable Energy 
Innovation Fund and the ClimateSmart Home Service. In addition, disturbingly, there are some LNP 
Members of Parliament who mock climate change and attack credible science.  

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will develop a Climate Action Plan 2020-2030, to map 
our pathway forward for the next decade and build on the action we have already taken under the 
Queensland Climate Transition Strategy which we released in 2017.  The importance of climate 
change readiness is widely acknowledged in corporate Queensland and the community, with major 
resources companies such as BHP, Rio Tinto and Glencore publishing climate plans, and as 
evidenced by the widespread community conversation during the recent bushfires.  We will therefore 
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seek wide industry and community involvement in this process to ensure buy-in across Queensland, 
involving environment organisations, industry and community representatives.   

Great Barrier Reef 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government is committed to protecting the Great Barrier Reef.  The Reef is 
a unique natural wonder, and also contributes $6 billion to the economy and support 60,000 jobs 
which makes it important for our state’s economic recovery.  

We are investing a record $340 million in the protection of the Reef and we fought hard to introduce 
new Reef protection regulations. The new legislation responds directly to recommendations made 
by the Great Barrier Reef Water Science Taskforce and commenced on 1 December 2019, rolling 
out over three years. 

By contrast, what we have seen from the LNP at both a State and Federal level is an attempt to 
discredit reputable, peer reviewed science. The LNP’s support for a Federal Senate Inquiry designed 
to attacked expert scientific evidence and establish an “Office of Science Quality Assurance” is a 
threat to the future health of the Reef and the thousands of jobs that rely of it. 

While the LNP attempted to move a disallowance motion in Parliament to stop our new reef 
protection laws, a re-elected Palaszczuk Government will maintain our commitment to these 
measures which are critical to the health of the Reef. 

I can also commit to you that a re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue the Great Barrier 
Reef Water Quality Program, as well as conduct a review of the Paddock to Reef program to ensure 
changes in technology and system knowledge are harnessed. 

Sustainable Fishing Strategy 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Government will continue to implement its Queensland Sustainable 
Fisheries Strategy 2017-2027 (the Strategy) with key changes to commercial fisheries regulations 
announced recently, including provisions to address Federal Government sustainability 
requirements. 

Reforms include: 

• dividing fisheries into management regions and establishing sustainable commercial catch 
limits 

• establishing quotas for mud crab, blue swimmer crab, barramundi, grey mackerel, king 
threadfin, school mackerel and whiting 

• implementing effort units for Moreton Bay Trawl and reallocating existing East Coast Trawl 
effort units to management regions 

• establishing shark form requirements for the East Coast Inshore fishery 

• amending maximum mesh size and ply ratings for certain net fisheries 

• requiring bycatch reduction devices in the mud crab fishery 

• improving commercial catch and effort reporting requirements. 

Final harvest strategies and declaration of commercial catch limits are expected to be in place in 
early 2021, in time for the new fishing regulations that will come into effect on 1 September 2021. 

Shark Control 

The Queensland Shark Control Program is under constant review and actively looks for alternatives.  
The Palaszczuk Labor Government has committed $1 million a year to research and trial shark 
control alternatives that may be appropriate for Queensland. This includes shark barriers, smart 
drumlines and use of circle hooks.  
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Water 

Our government appreciates the need to maintain community confidence in its water planning and 
compliance frameworks. Water resource plan reviews are completed in line with the government’s 
Water Planning Science Plan. Through this process, the science relied upon by government is 
regularly peer-reviewed.  It should be noted that in this term of government, Queensland became 
the first Australian State or Territory to require climate change to be addressed in future water 
planning.  

The Palaszczuk Labor Government understands that communities across the Murray-Darling Basin 
are facing enormous challenges because of extreme drought. Queensland has always met its 
commitments to the Basin Plan and was the first state to have all of its Water Plans accredited by 
the Commonwealth Government. Our Water Plans include improved protections for the rights of all 
water users, as well as rules that protect important environmental flows.  

Modern mining laws 

Queensland has a world-leading resources framework. It strikes the right balance between 
environmental safeguards, and jobs and investment in the resources industry. The Auditor-General’s 
report into regulation of the CSG industry makes a range of recommendations about data collection 
and management and information sharing. All recommendations of the report were accepted and 
work will be undertaken between various government agencies and the Gas Fields Commission of 
Queensland. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government has worked with stakeholders over the previous two terms to 
modernise our mining laws in a number of key ways: 

• Reinstating community objection rights  

• Chain of Responsibility Act  

• Financial Reassurance reforms  

• Establishment of a rehabilitation commissioner  

• Banning of Underground Coal Gasification and Uranium mining 

The Mineral and Energy Resources (Financial Provisioning) Act 2018 (the Act) commenced on 1 
April 2019. The Palaszczuk Labor Government introduced these laws to reduce the risk of taxpayers 
footing the bill for unrehabilitated mined land.   

Independent EPA 

A re-elected Palaszczuk Labor Government will investigate, and consult widely on, the 
establishment of an independent Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to protect our 
environment, create jobs, support economic growth.  Queensland is the only state that does not 
have an EPA, and stakeholders have raised an interest in separating the policy functions from the 
regulation and compliance functions to improve the effectiveness of the Department.  
 

Waste and Plastic  

The Palaszczuk Labor Government introduced a comprehensive waste strategy, underpinned by a 
waste levy which provides support for investment and jobs in the waste and recycling industry. Our 
waste strategy set targets for 2050 including a 25% reduction in household waste, a 75% recycling 
rate and 90% of waste recovered and not landfilled.  

70% of waste levy funds are invested back into councils, waste industry and the environment. No 
other state reinvests this much of their waste levy. 

Queensland was the only mainland state without a waste levy after the LNP repealed it in 2012, 
making Queensland a dumping ground for other states and robbing us of the opportunity to invest 
and create jobs in a growing industry. The LNP even moved a motion in Parliament to try to stop the 
levy. 
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The Palaszczuk Labor Government is leading the way in plastic pollution reduction – this was 
recently confirmed by the WWF Plastics Scorecard that rated Queensland as the best performing 
jurisdiction for reducing plastics. Our Container Refund Scheme has already seen more than 2.2 
billion containers returns, over $220 million refunded to Queenslanders and more than 700 jobs 
created. 

Our Plastic Pollution Reduction Plan was released in 2019 and identifies actions to reduce plastic 
waste, expand and develop new job creating infrastructure for recycling of plastic waste, and reduce 
the environmental and economic impacts of plastic pollution.  

We are already started delivering on those commitments. On 15 July 2020, our government 
introduced a Bill into Parliament to ban the supply and sale of single-use plastic straws, stirrers, 
cutlery and plates. While the Bill was not debated before the election period, a re-elected Palaszczuk 
Labor Government would move to have it debated by the next Parliament. 

Renewable Energy 

It is a fact that when the Palaszczuk Government was elected in 2015, Queensland did not have a 
single large scale renewable project.  Queensland is now leading the country in renewable energy 
investment and has seen enormous growth in a short time. Queensland has proven to be a world 
leader in residential solar power, with more than 3000 megawatts of the state’s total installed solar 
capacity of 5000 megawatts provided by rooftop installations. This rapid overall growth saw our 
target for 3000 megawatts of solar by 2020 met in 2018, two years early. 

‘The Future is Electric: Queensland’s Electric Vehicle Strategy’, the first of its kind in Australia, 
continues to be implemented and it drives our commitment towards transitioning to low and zero 
emission vehicles. The showpiece action from the strategy was construction of the Queensland 
Electric Super Highway (QESH), completed in January 2018. The QESH is the world’s longest 
electric vehicle super highway in a single state. It provides the infrastructure to drive from 
Coolangatta to Cairns, and from Brisbane to Toowoomba in an electric vehicle, with the ability to 
recharge along their journey. 

Our publicly owned generators CleanCo, Stanwell and CS Energy are leading the way, already 
supporting 1900 megawatts of renewable energy capacity. CleanCo, Australia’s only publicly owned 
clean energy generator, is delivering on its mandate of 1000 megawatts of new renewable 
generation by 2025, adding to the state’s publicly owned assets through the building of a new wind 
farm near Warwick.  CleanCo also announced its support of the Western Downs Green Power Hub 
project, which will be Australia’s largest solar project. Cleanco is working with industry to provide 
secure and sustainable electricity supply. CleanCo recently entered into a deal with BHP which will 
assist BHP to halve electricity emissions across its Queensland operations by 2025. 

Overall, it is estimated that around 20 per cent of the state’s electricity will be provided by renewable 
energy early 2021.  

To take things to the next level, we have committed $145 million for the creation of three Queensland 
Renewable Energy Zone corridors located in southern, central and northern Queensland. These 
zones will help connect new renewable energy to our power network, and attract industries wanting 
new energy to a series of connected commercial and industrial power hubs across the state. This 
will help to deliver our priority for Queensland manufacturing jobs, powered by renewables and will 
facilitate further renewable energy development in Queensland and help move the state closer our 
goal of 50 per cent renewables by 2030.  

Building on this commitment, we have developed a $500 million renewable energy fund to allow our 
government owned generators to further diversify their generation assets. We have also invested in 
publicly owned renewable generation in some of the most remote parts of Queensland. Pormpuraaw 
and Doomadgee have been upgraded to allow solar energy to provide power into their local grids 
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and we have announced Mapoon will receive some solar and battery storage during the 2021 dry 
season. 

Additionally, the Palaszczuk Government has entered into an agreement with CopperString to 
support a $1.7 billion investment to open up new economy minerals and renewable energy in North 
Queensland. 

The Palaszczuk Labor Government is able to take this strong action because we own our energy 
assets - assets the LNP would sell if given the chance. In contrast to our record, under the former 
Newman-Frecklington LNP government there were no new large-scale renewable energy projects. 
We can’t afford to lose the moment Queensland has gained in this area by risking the LNP.  

Future announcements  

As other announcements are made during the remainder of the election campaign we will provide 
information about them to you and hope that you will share them with your members.  

Now is not the time to risk the LNP’s cuts and environmental vandalism. Queensland’s ongoing 
economic, environmental and health recovery requires leadership and stability, and Deb 
Frecklington and the LNP are a risk to our recovery and the environment.  

I urge you to communicate this message with your members and supporters. Should the Palaszczuk 
Government be re-elected, we look forward to continuing to work with you for the benefit of all 
Queenslanders.  

Yours sincerely 

 

STEVEN MILES MP 
Deputy Premier 
Minister for Health  
Minister for Ambulance Services 


