LBH Palembang

78 % OF BURNED AREA INSIDE FOREST CONCESSIONS IN SOUTH SUMATRA
IS IN CONCESSIONS OF SUPPLIERS TO ASIA PULP AND PAPER (APP)
Palembang, 3rd December 2015; Fires in Indonesia continue unabated. Forest fires this year
have caused economic losses as high as IDR 200 billion (USD 250 million), according to an
estimate by the Center for International Forestry Research (CIFOR). The Indonesia Health
Ministry reported that 425,377 people suffered from upper respiratory tract infections
(Tempo, 17/10/2015). In addition, the National Disaster Management Agency stated that 10
people died because of the haze in the period June – November 2015 (Metrotv, 24/10/2015).
The total area of burned forest/land in Indonesia this year reached 2.1 million hectares, with
Kalimantan and Sumatra being the most affected, according to estimates from LAPAN
(Indonesian National Institute of Aeronautics and Space). Approximately 838,000 hectares or
40% of the total burned land and forest is located in South Sumatra Province.
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Forest management permits in South
Sumatera Province, including some peatland
areas, has been issued to 48 companies with
total area of 1.5 million hectares. APP has
operated in the region since 2004, and has
managed 51% of the areas, with total area of
796.217 hectare, 55 % of which is in
peatland.
APP already announced its “2020 Roadmap
to Sustainability”, which includes its Forest
Conservation Policy (FCP) and subsequent
public commitments. These commitments
include restoring peatlands, acknowledging
local/indigenous rights, and supporting the
government’s commitment to a “Zero
Burning Policy”. Unfortunately, the NGO
coalition in South Sumatra has found that
APP’s commitment has failed to prevent
forest fires inside of its concessions and
those of its suppliers.

Total burned area inside of APP concessions is 78% (293,065 Ha) of the burned concession
areas in South Sumatra (375,823 Ha). This is 37% of APP’s entire concession area in South
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Sumatra. 174,080 ha of APP’s burned concession area is on peatlands, according to Landsat
imagery analysis. Much of the burned area is on land already planted with acacia, which
raises the question of how this loss will influence the fiber supply for APP’s new giant pulp
mill in South Sumatra, PT. OKI Mill.

Based on this situation, we, the NGOs in South Sumatra, are calling on international
community to take the following action:
1. Urge all consumers, buyers and investors of companies that are involved in forest
fires (such as APP) to stop cooperation and/or stop using their products, until there is
evidence of improvement, proven in an evaluation by independent parties. It is
important to assist these companies in seriously carrying out their commitments in
order to protect Indonesia and its citizens from the dangers of forest and peat fires in
the future.
2. Urge the Indonesian government to conduct environmental audits and review licenses
for the companies involved in the forest fires, and to follow up these actions with
appropriate law enforcement.
3. Urge all companies linked to fires to restore their burned areas, especially peatlands.
For the restoration efforts, the companies should be transparent with information and
seek consultation about their plans with NGOs, government and affected local people.
4. Urge civil society to use all relevant findings for advocacy and to monitor the
violation of forest management practices.
Contact People:
1.

Aidil Fitri – Hutan Kita Institute (HaKI) : 08127110385
2. April Firdaus – LBH Palembang : 08127137958
3. Hadi Jatmiko – WALHI South Sumatra : 08127312042
4. Sudarto – JMG South Sumatra : 082177970742
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5.

Rabin Ibnu Zainal – PINUS Palembang : 0811718481
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