
To learn more or to get involved, visit www.youthvoicenyc.com

Building resilient youth with the power to 
end poverty. 

Create Positive Social Change!
Creating positive social change in your community isn’t hard! You have all the tools you need to make a 
real difference in the lives of your peers and in the world around you.  Here are six tips to get you started!

Focus On Your Passion
What do you see around you in your community that bothers you? What opportunities in your community really 
excite you?  Do you have a strong reaction to articles about stop & frisk? Are you really excited about helping 
other teens learn about how to find healthy food?   You will always be most powerful when you are doing 
something you love. 
Action Step:  Think about things that you really care about… 

Become An Expert
Learn as much as you can about your passion. Read articles in magazines, newspapers, and online. Talk to 
friends, teachers, neighbors, and others about how the issue that you are passionate about impacts them! 
Contact your local representatives - like your city council leaders, borough president, and school leaders - to learn 
more about their work around your issue. The more you know about your issue, the more effective you will be at 
creating positive change.    
Action Step:  Start a scrapbook and gather as much different kinds of information as you can about 
your issue.   

Build Your Team
You can’t create lasting positive social change by yourself. Gather a group of other teens who are passionate 
about the same issue and figure out how you want to work together. Your group can be big or small, it doesn’t 
matter! Just remember that the more people you have on your team, the more powerful your actions will be!  Visit 
www.youthvoicenyc.com to find other teens like you! 
Action Step: Find at least 3 other people who share your passion.

Get Involved 
In order to create positive social in your community, you need to be involved in your community. There are lots of 
ways to do that. Find a local organization that is working on your problem and learn about what they doing... Start 
or get involved in a school club… Volunteer after school…Lend your talent (art, writing, organizing or something 
else!) to a local effort… Big or small - it doesn’t matter what you do, as long as you do something. 
Action Step:  Find at least one way to get involved with your passion.   

Take Action
Find ways to take action around your issue. Start or sign a petition... Start or join a Facebook Campaign... Share 
information that you learn on Twitter,  Facebook, and Tumblr… Start a poster campaign… Write an article for your 
local paper… There are so many want to create positive social change, and every action matters! 
Action Step: Visit www.youthvoicenyc.com to get and share ideas about how to take action in your 
community. 
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