
City officials, including Mayor Jim Watson, jump in celebration of the opening
of the $12-million Coventry Pedestrian and Cycling Bridge on Monday, Feb. 9.
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Alta Vista and Overbrook residents are applauding Monday’s opening of the
Coventry Pedestrian and Cycling Bridge, which they say will provide an
important and safe link between their communities.

The $12-million covered walkway spans Highway 417 between the Via Rail
train station and the future site of the Tremblay Light Rail Transit Station – both
to the south – and north to the Ottawa Baseball Stadium in Overbrook, home
of the new Ottawa Champions Canadian American professional league
baseball team.

Given the constraints Eastway Gardens residents have faced with the closure
of the Belfast Road to Coventry Road bridge last May, the new span will give
residents south of the Queensway more routes to choose from, said Kim
Lamont, president of the Eastway Gardens Community Association,
representing homeowners in the small community where streets are named for
letters of the alphabet.

“Originally, we felt we didn’t need it, but with construction and losing the Belfast to Conventry bridge for some time, this will
help,” she said.

“So the new (pedestrian) bridge will help with walking until we’re back up and running with the Belfast to Coventry (bridge),”
Lamont said. “So it gives us even more options.”

Overbrook residents on the north side of the highway say they now have a safer and easier route to access important
amenities on the south side.

“To me, it’s a great transportation link to the new LRT which will be on the other side, as well as the Via train station,” said
Rawlson King, president of the Overbrook Community Association. “And it’s also in close proximity to the Trainyards
shopping centre.”

King and his wife live a block away from the north entrance to the pedestrian bridge, but have had to drive the around to the
Trainyards, in large part due to the closure of the Belfast Road bridge.

“This definitely makes that (shopping area) much more accessible for people, so you could take your bike and be there in a
matter of minutes and not worry about taking that (Vanier Parkway) bridge, which is frankly more of a dangerous right-of-way
due to all the traffic on the bridge,” King said.

The new pedestrian route will be part of a larger transportation network that will be especially useful for cyclists, he added.

“You’ll be able to get from downtown right to the Trainyards very easily and safely.”

Now that Overbrook is home to a new Can Am league baseball team, the pedestrian bridge has the potential to alleviate
traffic and parking issues in the community on game days at the 10,000-seat stadium, especially once the LRT line is
operational and people can get off at the future Tremblay Station on the south side.

“So just in case they ever fill the stadium … it’s a lot of stress in this area, so I think it makes sense for the amount of money
that was spent and for the multiple purposes that it serves,” said King.

Alta Vista Coun. Jean Cloutier said the bridge is a “wonderful addition” to the city’s transportation network, particularly for the
Eastway Gardens community which he said was impacted with the Belfast Road bridge closure.

“I know I am personally looking forward to using the bridge to attend an Ottawa Champions baseball game starting in May,”
he added.

Monday’s opening of the structure marks “an important completion of a really key connection between Alta Vista and Rideau-
Rockcliffe – both sides of the 417,” said Rideau-Rockcliffe Coun. Tobi Nussbaum prior to the ribbon-cutting ceremony.

“And clearly this bridge is going to add a really important link to the city’s growing cycling and pedestrian network, (which is)
really critical to helping Ottawa to become even more of a pedestrian- and cycling-friendly city.”
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According to city officials, the span will link people to the city’s larger cycling and pedestrian network, including multi-use
pathways on Tremblay and Coventry roads.

The bridge, which features heated stairs and accessible ramps on both sides, was built on time and on budget, said Mayor
Jim Watson, who was joined at the grand opening celebration by Deputy Mayor Bob Monette, Rideau-Vanier Coun. Mathieu
Fleury, whose ward is located nearby, and David Gourlay, president of the Ottawa Champions Baseball Club. The span was
funded through a cash allowance as part of the Confederation Line construction project.


