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Planning committee turned the tables on a staff recommendation last week,
voting 7-3 to allow the construction of a car repair facility on McArthur Avenue despite its designation as a traditional main
street.

Bel-Air Lexus-Toyota general manager Michel Parent applied to the city to rezone three properties near his Lexus dealership
at 450 McArthur Ave. to allow a repair shop to complement his dealerships. The rezoning and Official Plan amendment, if
approved by council, will allow Parent and his team to build a “state of the art service facility” for their Lexus customers at
443, 445 and 447 McArthur, he said.

City staff recommended the committee refuse the application in an effort to uphold the city’s vision of turning McArthur into a
pedestrian- and cyclist-friendly hub. That had the support of Rideau-Rockcliffe Coun. Tobi Nussbaum, but he was outvoted in
the name of economic development.

“The planning staff and I were taking a long view on the future of McArthur Avenue,” Nussbaum said. “I would have wished
my colleagues would have chosen to uphold the Official Plan, but I understand what the arguments were for the other side.”

Those arguments were largely based on economics: why harm a local business which has been in the area for 40 years,
when his proposal makes sense? The company already has car dealerships in the vicinity, after all, and it consulted diligently
with nearby residents to make sure the service station would be a good fit.

That certainly made the situation a difficult call for the Overbrook Community Association, whose president Rawlson King
only reluctantly opposed the application.

“It’s a little bit of a challenge for us, especially when we have a good corporate neighbour who actually wants to work with us,”
King said.

But ultimately the association had to agree with staff’s recommendation to uphold the Official Plan, since it seems to happen
so rarely.

“We really feel conflicted,” King said. “This is when long-term planning confronts economic development. Do you really want
to stop a project that makes jobs, that makes sense? I’m personally not surprised that they would have approved the
rezoning. In the interest of economic development they would want to move forward with this type of zoning.”

Nussbaum said his decision to oppose the application wasn’t easy, but ultimately his priority, like staff, was to uphold the
Official Plan. He said such short-term spot zoning, while it makes sense this time, could be problematic when the application
in question isn’t so well accepted in the community.

“When you allow for an Official Plan amendment, you send a signal that council is not a strong defender of the Official Plan,”
Nussbaum said. “It sends a mixed signal to others in the city as to whether the Official Plan is something the city defends or
something that gets exempted on a regular basis.”

Michel Parent isn’t complaining; he’s the general manager of Bel-Air, and was pleasantly surprised by the turn of events.

“I was very pleased with how many councillors (were willing) to take my part and stand up for Bel-Air, which was something I
was not really expecting,” he said.

Parent said the dealership started buying up the properties about seven years ago. Two properties are vacant already, and
the third will have its building demolished this March.

Parent said the process has helped to clean up the corner, which used to have a sex shop in one of the buildings.

“We bought them out one by one, and all we wanted to do was try to clean up the environment. It was not the image we
wanted to have as a neighbour,” he said.

Parent hopes to begin construction on the new facility this spring. The matter will go to council March 25.
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