
As we begin our holiday season, I hope everyone had a wonderful
Thanksgiving with your family, friends, and loved ones. We have much to
be thankful for: a vaccine that works, boosters that protect us more, an
experienced president who is guiding us out of these tumultuous times, and
a congressman who is serving on the January 6 commission to get to the
bottom of what happened and make sure it never happens again. We are
fortunate to be surrounded by a community of Democratic friends who are
dedicated to fighting the fight to save our democracy.
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But there’s much work ahead of us. The State and County are re-drawing our district maps to split
Redlands and our congressional districts. We are about to be put into a red district with Olbernolte as our
congressman. Now is the time to submit your public comments to stop this injustice.

Anti-mask extremists have invaded our Redlands school board and we need to pressure the board
members to speak out against them. Please take action and sign the Safe Redlands Schools petition by
contacting Felipe Alberto (Felipe.Albertao@gmail.com ).

We need to register as many Democrats as possible because there are plans on the other side to attack our
voting rights at the ballot box. You may have heard news reports of other states replacing democratic
election officials. We cannot assume that this will not happen in our own backyard. We need to get on
board with the county and state organizers for the upcoming precinct captain program.

Republicans are on the move because they follow through on what they say they will do. They knock on
doors, make phone calls, and reach out to relatives they’ve been meaning to ask to register to vote. In
short they follow through and make things happen, to our detriment.

So we need to stand up as proud Democrats and do the same thing. We can no longer assume that someone
else is going to save our democracy. It is up to us as individuals to take that action. I encourage everyone
to get involved with our club‘s committees and activities, and help us towards our goal of protecting
democracy at all levels: city, county, state, and national.  Time to Rumble!

Remembering Nancy Ruth White
Our hearts are heavy as we learned about the passing of our member Nancy Ruth White
earlier this month. She was a former President of our club as well as the former chair of
the SBC Central Committee. Nancy was a friend and mentor to so many of our members. She
was always encouraging people to get involved in the political process and offering advice
to candidates. We will miss her warm and fighting spirit and will continue the work in
educational and reproductive justice in her honor.  

"Nancy was a fearless champion for children, as well as for women's rights, and
reproductive justice. More importantly, though, she was a friend who I could pick up
the phone and talk to her at any time." -Kristin Washington, SBCDP Chair

"Nancy was a dear friend and outstanding community member, generously volunteering
her time and services on numerous local organizations in San Bernardino County. She
was also a gifted educator. She will be missed." - Assemblymember James Ramos

"We have lost a very loyal member of our club Nancy Ruth White. She was an amazing
kind lady and this is a great loss for our local Democratic community." - Lorraine
Enriquez, RADC President
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Redistricting Call to Action!
Tracy Wise, Writer of RADC's Weekly Call to Action

The California Citizens Redistricting Commission, which is drawing state-wide district lines, proposes to
split the Redlands into two by changing the 31st and 8th Districts.

One district, tentatively represented by Pete Aguilar (D), would encompass the northern part of
Redlands along with Rancho Cucamonga, Rialto, San Bernardino, Highland, Colton, and Mentone.
The other district, tentatively represented by Jay Obernolte (R) would encompass the southern part of
Redlands along with Loma Linda, Crestline, and most of the desert land within San Bernardino County.

This would truly divide Redlands into two polarized halves. We already have a north-south divide, and
this would make it worse. Also, this makes it harder for Redlands to work together with their
congressional delegation as the two districts would be headed up by individuals with very different
goals and outlooks. It also places communities like Loma Linda, for example, completely within a Red
district. Finally, the majority of people in what has been the 31st California District voted for Rep.
Aguilar and not for a conservative or right-wing candidate. For half of Redlands to be summarily thrust
into a newly created very Red district has an impact on the weight of our non-conservative voices in
Washington.

Please submit your comments to the Commission as they are holding final discussions now on the maps.
You can contact them via the website - https://www.wedrawthelinesca.org/contact - or via Email -
votersfirstact@crc.ca.gov

The CCRC meeting schedule can be found at this URL and you can also follow the links there to access
the proposed maps: https://www.wedrawthelinesca.org/              Live meetings: https://videossc.com/CRC/

Safe School Redlands
By Trisha Keeling

Safe Redlands Schools is a group of concerned parents and community members within the Redlands
Unified School District area. Our goal is to support RUSD with their decision to uphold the CDPH safety
mandates in order to keep our children and community as safe as possible from COVID19. Additionally,
we have been combating misinformation from a group of anti-maskers and anti-vaxxers who have been
displaying unruly and intimidating behavior at our local board meetings. In July the police were called
because this group were banging on the doors and refusing to wear masks. The following month, in
August, the meeting had to be held in the Citrus Valley High School auditorium with metal detectors to
keep the public safe. A giant knife was found to be on the person of one of the anti-maskers and he was
asked to return this to his vehicle. Members of Safe Redlands Schools were boo’d, ridiculed, and yelled
at for the duration of the meeting.

In September this behavior escalated and board member Alex Vara’s home address was read out loud
with the threat that they are prepared to go to their homes to make this issue personal. Alex Vara has
been a vocal supporter of safety measures and an advocate for the adopted Resolution 12, where RUSD
declared racism a public health crisis. This is likely why he was targeted by this group. That evening a
member of our organizing team was also followed to her car, harassed, doxed, and threatened by this
same group of people. 

In response, RUSD made our board meetings virtual. We have the opportunity to take part in the
democratic process of having our collective voices heard in a safe environment. However, the school
board has still not made a public statement of condemnation of these actions. 
We need your help! We need members of the community to speak out in favor of safety measures and to
pressure the school board to speak out against these extremists. It is very clear their actions have
continued to escalate throughout this year and without some sort of public condemnation, we are very
concerned these behaviors will worsen. Please sign our petition https://bit.ly/RUSDPetition and sign up
to speak at the next board meeting on December 14th: https://actionnetwork.org/events/rusd-school-
board-meeting-12142021?source=RADCNews2
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The Redlands Area Democratic Voice is brought to you by the Newsletter Team of the Redlands Area Democratic Club
 

The Redlands Area Democratic Club is a group of dedicated Democrats who have joined together to foster the ideals and
principles of the Democratic Party. We encourage Democratic Party activity in and around Redlands, Loma Linda, Mentone, and

Highland. Our most important role is to educate, empower, and mobilize voters, in order to elect more Democrats to public
office.

 
We meet at 11 am on the 3rd Saturday of the month via Zoom. 

 
Please check out our website for a calendar of events, call-to-actions, and club business:

https://www.redlandsareademocrats.org/
If you like what you see, we would love for you to become a member!

 
If you would like to submit an article for consideration, please email: communicationssecretary@redlandsareademocrats.org

Divali- A Uniting Thread
By Bhavin Jindal, Loma Linda Councilmember

As human beings we are quick to identify the differences that separate us from one. As we divide into
factions, we often need a reminder that while our peculiarities make us unique, there is a common
underlying thread that unites us. Divali is the thread that unites us all. Deepavali, also known as Divali, for
me is a manifestation of the notion that while we come from different families, cultures, or religions we come
together once a year to celebrate the light in humanity. In a sentence Divali represents the triumph of good
over evil, but for me it means so much more.

In India, it is common to see large extended families living under one roof. It is common for a young balak
(child) to be showered with the love and support of their grandparents, uncles, aunts, and cousins. In
America, the prominence of nuclear families sets a completely different atmosphere. Divali was the one time
of year when I had a full family. No, these family members were not related by blood. Most of this family I
had never met before, yet these strangers I met at the local temple were still my uncle and aunties. An aunty
would make sure that my plate was overflowing with ladoos and other sweets. One of the uncles would stand
vigilant to make sure they were there to protect us from our own mischief. Divali was the one time of year
that provided me with a connection to my culture and a warm embrace by my community.

I spent most of my Divalis at the Gurdwara (Sikh temple) or the Mandir (Hindu temple). Divali is not just one
holiday. India, just like America, is a melting pot of hundreds of different cultures.  
However, amidst all the unique flavors in the country, the celebration of Divali is a uniting one. While Divali
is the most commonly associated with the Ramayana, there are also other celebrations that occur
concurrently with Divali. For example, followers of the religion Jainism celebrate Divali to commemorate
Lord Mahavir’s attainment of moksha (freedom from reincarnation). Sikhs observe Bandi Chhor Divas to
celebrate Guru Hargobind securing the release of 52 Hindu kings and princes from Mughal Emperor Jahangir.

Similar to how strangers are able to come together to feed and care for a young child, a country of over 1
billion and a diaspora of millions more is able to come together, for however brief a moment, and ignite a
lamp of hope to spread light among the dark. Divali does not belong to any individual or faith and yet it
belongs to them all.

Herbivore Festival
By Michael Tamony, Community Outreach Chair

The Herbivore Festival has emerged from Covid lockdown like most of us, tentatively and hopeful. 
Previous Herbivore Festivals were held at Crafton Hills College and had hundreds of vendors, educational
presentations, guest speakers, and an abundance of fantastic food. This year was obviously a much muted
version after a 2020 hiatus and change in promoters. There was still an enthusiastic group of people that
participated as vendors and as attendees.
 
The Redlands Area Democratic Club had a booth and we were able to speak with a number of like-minded
folks. We also had the good fortune of connecting with the newly chaptered University of Redlands California
College Democrats. Their enthusiasm is exciting and contagious. To say hello you can send an email to
uofr.dems@gmail.com .
 
Hopefully, the Herbivore Festival will continue to rebuild from this devastating pandemic. If you have an
interest in helping, I am sure they would appreciate it. They can be reached at info@herbivorefestival.com. 
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