
 Happy New Year!  Now come along with me, it’s time to go 

vote.  That’s right, and I hope it’s not news to you, but we will 

be voting in less than 60 days. Didn’t know that? Well, let me 

explain.  

 The date of the California Primary has changed. For years 

it’s been held in June, long after voters in other states have 

decided who the Presidential nominee will be. Well, not any 

more. Starting this year, California voters will be right in the 

thick of the decision making. The California Primary is now a 

part of Super Tuesday.  If you’re like me and you still go to a 

neighborhood polling place to vote, you will cast your vote on 

Tues, March 3rd. If you vote by mail, then your ballot will 

arrive the first week of February. 

That’s in just a couple of weeks! 

That means if you’ve been sitting 

on the fence, waiting for the 

voters in other states to help you 

decide who to vote for for 

president in 2020, you can’t do 

that.  The Iowa Caucuses will be 

held the first week of February, 

so you might know who they 

selected before you fill out your 

ballot. Otherwise you’ll pretty much have to decide on your 

own. But that’s alright, right?  You’re ready by now, I’m sure.  

There were a lot of Democratic candidates to choose from, but 

you’ve watched the debates. You’ve checked out the candidate 

websites. And you probably even spent the holiday season 

arguing with loved ones about the candidates.  So the date of the 

election might surprise you, but I have confidence in you, I 

think you’re ready to vote for President. 

 What you may not be ready for is the rest of the ballot. 

To tell the truth, I’m more worried that you’ll show up for 

the presidential race at the top of the ballot, then ignore 

everything else. I hope you’ll prove me wrong. The 

candidates in the down ballot races may actually have more 

impact on your life day-to-day than the candidates for 

president ever will.  

 We hear talk about the goings on in the White House and 

the halls of Congress so much, that we tend to forget that the 

people who decide policy right here in our own City Halls, 

and in our County and up in Sacramento deserve the same 

amount of attention as those who represent us in 

Washington, DC. Think about it. 

The outcome of measures that 

our cities place on the ballot 

could have an immediate impact 

on our neighborhoods, and that 

impact could last for years. The 

judges listed on our ballots could 

end up shaping the way justice is 

doled out in our County.  Should 

we really skip over those races?  

When we only vote for the 

marquee races at the top of the ballot and leave the other 

races blank, we’re really leaving the voting decision for 

others to make. So, do you really want voters, perhaps those 

who identify with the Tea Party, voting on your behalf?  I’m 

guessing not. 

 So when your Voter Guide arrives in the mail, take the 

time to go through it, and decide who you will vote for in 

every race, all the way to the bottom of the ballot.  If you’re 

not sure of what a State Senator does or what a member of 

the Board of Supervisors does, let us know.  Part of our role 

as a Democratic Club is to educate voters. We are happy to 

get you information on each of the races and ballot measures 

so that you can be an educated voter. So, whatever you do, 

don’t ignore the down ballot races. 

 

Kristin Washington, President 
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 Black citizenship has always been up for debate 

in the United States. The conditions in which Black 

people live — or survive — are a testament to this. 

Whether rich or poor, Black people live under the 

constant threat of state violence. There is no 

escape from it, and any Black person can fall 

victim to it. For many, citizenship can feel like a 

saving grace, despite continually being subject to 

constant threats. But the category of citizenship 

itself is a contradiction when we 

take Black people’s past and 

present circumstances into 

consideration. The state 

invalidates Black citizenship 

through violence in many ways. 

One specific way the state 

reveals this paradox is through 

voter suppression. 

 For Black America, gaining the right to vote has 

never been a complete event. Black suffrage 

following “emancipation” from slavery never 

completely materialized, despite constitutional 

amendments and reforms guaranteeing Black 

men, and later Black women, the right to vote. 

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 is seen as a 

momentous turning point for Black people and 

while its impact should not be lost on us, our 

rights have been under attack ever since. Not to 

mention, following that legislation, many more 

reforms have had to be implemented to continue 

trying to uphold Black people’s supposed right to 

vote. A “right” that requires consistent protection 

through reform begins to feel like a farce — 

especially when, despite those reforms, exercising 

that right remains a constant struggle.  

 More clarity on the matter comes when we fully 

take the history of Black citizenship into account. 

The Dred Scott case is one of many examples from 

the past that still has real life implications today. 

Scott was an enslaved man who sued for his 

freedom in 1847 and lost. That infamous decision 

stated that Black people were not and could not be 

citizens. A key takeaway here is that since Scott 

was not a citizen, he didn’t have the right to sue, 

and he didn’t have the right to be free. The 

ruling stated that Black people “were not 

intended to be included, under the word 

‘citizens’ in the Constitution.” It’s hard to argue 

that’s not still the case now.  

 Voting is supposed to be the right of a citizen 

and is widely accepted as a human right 

throughout the world. But for Black people, 

being designated either citizen or human has 

never been a guarantee. Therefore, by 

extension, Black people can gather that efforts 

to suppress the Black vote are much deeper 

than partisan politics. Voter suppression is a 

modern-day reminder that Black people have 

still not been granted full 

citizenship. Black voters are 

especially susceptible to being 

“purged,” a process of removal 

where names can be removed 

from voter rolls due to 

ineligibility. Black voters are 

purged at higher rates now than 

they were a decade ago and it’s 

no accident. Furthermore, rates of Black voters 

being removed from voter rolls are higher in 

places that were subject to federal oversight. 

To make matters even worse, oversight itself is 

weaker due to the fact that the 2013 Supreme 

Court case Shelby County v. Holder struck 

down a key part of the Voting Rights Act of 

1965. While it’s certain this did damage to 

Black voting ability, that certainty is shadowed 

by the precariousness that’s all Black residents 

of the United States have ever known.  

 One of the most flagrant examples of this in 

modern times was the 2018 defeat of Stacey 

Abrams, who nearly became Georgia’s 

governor. Had she won, she would have been 

the first Black woman to win a governor’s race 

anywhere in the nation. However, she lost due 

to what some experts describe as “the largest 

mass disenfranchisement in U.S. history.” 

Hundreds of thousands were purged and voting 

machines were locked up creating unnecessary 

lines at Black polling places. A 2018 study also 

found this was a trend, in which Black voters 

were waiting longer on average than white 

voters.  

Voter Suppression Exposes the Paradox of Black Citizenship in a Racist Society 

 
 

 

William C. Anderson 
December 28, 2019 
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Upcoming events 
 The problem is much more insidious than 

reformers would have people think. If reform itself 

were working, the cases above would not be so 

easily executable by the most blatantly staunch 

opponents of Black voters. The reason that these 

things can happen is because at the very foundation 

of the country itself is the racist notion that Black 

people are incapable of citizenship. Though many 

people are upset by racist voter suppression efforts, 

few are truly surprised; they are simply different 

manifestations of a long-running status quo.  

 At the national level, the Electoral College 

originally only counted Black people as three-fifths 

of a person for elections’ sake. The Black vote is 

now disregarded in other ways by this voting 

system that allows presidents to be elected despite 

not securing the popular vote. We often hear 

criticisms of Black people themselves, exhorting 

more voter participation in the Black community – 

but this misses the point. Black people could 

participate fully and that wouldn’t change the fact 

that an anti-Black system renders us neither 

human, nor citizen. We’re not going to vote our way 

into either category, either; voter suppression is 

actually a manifestation of our reality.  

 Anyone that suggests that “America wasn’t a 

democracy until Black Americans made it one,” 

neglects the fact that this is no democracy. The 

experience of Black people in the United States is 

one marked by the death and destruction wrought 

by racism, and we cannot escape that through the 

system that perpetuates it. We also won’t escape it 

through patriotism or nationalist sentiments that 

suggest Black people are forcing the United States 

to live up to its foundation. As pointed out by 

theorist Sylvia Wynter, those very ideals require the 

exclusion of Black people to situate who is and who 

is not a human, or a citizen for that matter, today.  

 The solution is clear: The abolition of racial 

capitalism and white supremacy is the only way out. 

Though voting can be useful in achieving 

incremental changes, it is not a requirement and is 

not a route to ultimate liberation. Only through the 

death of the oppression that kills us can we find new 

life. 

Source: 

https://truthout.org/articles/voter-suppression-

exposes-the-paradox-of-black-citizenship-in-a-racist

-society/ 
 

# # # 

 Tuesdays—6:00-9:00 PM 
Wednesdays and Thursdays—5:00-7:00 PM 

 Phone Banking—Goodfellow for SD 23 
111 E. State Street in Redlands 

To sign up, contact Lorraine Enriquez at 
Lorraine@krisgoodfellow.com or 310-567-4643 

 
Saturday, January 18—10:00-12:00 Noon 

IE Women’s March 
Riverside County Historic Courthouse 

4050 Main Street in Riverside 
 

Saturday, January 25—10:30am-12:00pm 
Measure G Forum  

(City of Redlands voters) 
Location TBA  

 
Tuesday, January 28—7:00-9:00 PM 

SD 23 Candidate Forum hosted by 
AAUW (Redlands Branch)  

Casa Loma Room, University of Redlands 
 

Friday, January 31—5:00-8:00 PM 
Candidate Meet & Greet  

Chris Bubser for Congress (CD-08) 
30277 Centro Vista in Highland   

RSVP:  redlandsdems@gmail.com 
 

Sunday, February 9—2:00-7:00 PM 
Board of Supervisors Candidate Forum 

San Bernardino High School 
1850 North E Street, in San Bernardino 

 
Saturday, February 15—9:30-11:00 AM 

RADC General Meeting 
410 Alabama Street, Ste 102, in Redlands 

Speaker TBA 
 

Monday, February 17 
Voter Registration Deadline for March Primaries 

Same day voter registration information available at 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/

same-day-reg 
 

Tuesday, February 25 
Last day to apply for Vote-by-Mail ballot for the 

March Primaries 
Request a Printed Permanent Vote-by-Mail 

Application or download a Vote-by-Mail Application 
from Motor Voter at https://www.motorvoterca.com/ 

 
Tuesday, March 3 

Super Tuesday 
California Primaries 

 
Saturday, March 21 

RADC General Meeting 
410 Alabama Street, Ste 102, in Redlands 

Speaker TBA 

https://truthout.org/articles/voter-suppression-exposes-the-paradox-of-black-citizenship-in-a-racist-society/
https://truthout.org/articles/voter-suppression-exposes-the-paradox-of-black-citizenship-in-a-racist-society/
https://truthout.org/articles/voter-suppression-exposes-the-paradox-of-black-citizenship-in-a-racist-society/
mailto:Lorraine@krisgoodfellow.com
mailto:redlandsdems@gmail.com
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REDLANDS AREA DEMOCRATIC CLUB LEADERSHIP 
ELECTED OFFICERS 

 

Kristin Washington, President  
Don Singer, Vice President 

Lorraine Enriquez, Secretary 
Carole Coley, Treasurer 

Les Greenberg, Assistant Treasurer 

APPOINTED TRUSTEES 
 

Nancy Blastos (Voter Registration) 
John Coley (Membership) 

Frank Garcia (Voter Registration) 
Ron Hattis, Immediate Past President (Legislative Issues) 

Ana McNaughton (Precinct Development) 

“The Progressive” 
Carole Coley, Editor and Design; Les Greenberg, Club Photographer 

Send articles to: redlandsdems@gmail.com 
- - - 

Redlands Area Democratic Club 
PO Box 8861, Redlands, CA 92375   http://www.redlandsdemocrats.org 

Random RADC Photo Shots 

~ CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING AN ARTICLE TO THE PROGRESSIVE ~ 

Upper Left Photo L-R: Candidates for SBCCC for AD40, Ana McNaughton, Gilda Gularte, Nancy Ruth White, Lorraine 

Enriquez, Frank Garcia. Middle Photo: Tracy Wise, Coordinator, Liiving in Redlands 2020, who spoke in favor of the proposed 

transit villages (Mesasure G). Upper Right Photo: Kaisar Ahmed, candidates for County Supervisor; Bottom Photo: Group photo 

of  members at the December 2019 meeting. 

“In our country the lie has become not just a moral category but a pillar of the State.”  
 

~ Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn ~ 

 

ATTENTION: 
Unless otherwise noted, editorials and/or articles that appear in The Progressive are the 
opinions of named contributors and not necessarily of the RADC leadership or its members.  
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