
 Over the past few weeks, I´ve been actively 

involved in GOTV.  What is GOTV (gee-oh-tee-vee), 

you ask?  It stands for Get Out The Vote, and it's the 

field strategy a political candidate uses to ensure that 

those voters who are most likely to vote for a 

campaign actually do so. A whole lot of voters would 

stay home without GOTV – many more than you 

realize, I would guess.  That's why, since January, I 

have phone-banked and canvassed door-to-door  for 

Redlands´ Measure G and for four local candidates.  

GOTV is that critical. 

 With the help of the organization Nonprofit Vote, 

I´ve created this list of seven solid reasons for 

everyone to volunteer enthusiastically when a 

campaign organizes a GOTV effort. 

 1) Making it Personal: Voter mobilization 

research shows that people are more likely to 

participate when contacted personally by someone 

they know. Voters respond best to other people, 

especially friends, neighbors, and community-based 

agencies that are familiar and trusted. Rather than 

focusing on impersonal handouts or mass emails, 

look for opportunities to initiate conversations about 

voting while delivering services, in meetings, on the 

phone, or at trainings and events.  

 2) Making it Easy: Voters can let little things 

keep them from the polls. Not having basic 

information about the election— like when the polls 

are open, how to find your poll location if you’ve 

recently moved, or what kind of identification is 

necessary—can create participation barriers. 

Fortunately, nonprofits are well equipped to help 

voters get the information they need to vote with 

confidence.  

 3) Raising the Stakes: Voters respond to 

urgency. If the election seems important, people are 

more likely to turn out because they believe that 

their vote will make a difference to promote or 

protect an issue or community they care about. 

Use your mission and core issues to highlight 

what’s at stake.  

 4) Competing in a Healthy Way: Competition 

drives turnout. Voters respond when they perceive 

that an election is competitive or high profile. You 

can encourage this by highlighting closely 

contested candidate races or ballot measures.  

 5) Timing it Right: GOTV efforts have the 

greatest impact in the final weeks and days 

leading up to the election when voters who are 

less likely to turn out pay more attention. 

Campaigns designate a day for a big early voting 

push, then they pump up the volume in the final 

week and on Election Day itself!  

 6) Picturing It: People are more likely to vote 

if they visualize their plan to do so. During GOTV, 

people are asked to think specifically about when 

and how they plan to vote. Will they vote early or 

in person? What time will they head to the polls on 

Election Day?  

 7) Messaging It: Positive messages that 

encourage people to vote work best.  Connecting 

the election back to our community’s future and 

critical issues can be powerful. 

 It's exhilarating to talk with registered voters 

about the upcoming election. Have you 

volunteered for GOTV yet? It´s such an important 

part of the civic process. I hope you'll join me and 

raise your hand the next time a campaign asks for 

volunteers. 

Kristin Washington, President 
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 One hundred years ago, women won the right 

to vote in the United States. The women’s 

suffrage movement took decades of organizing 

to achieve success, from the Seneca Falls 

Convention in 1848, to mass civil disobedience 

and protest leading up to the adoption and 

ratification of the 19th Amendment in 1920. 

Now, a century later, the right to vote is on 

perilous ground, with aggressive and systematic 

efforts to disenfranchise voters in states across 

the country. 

 Voter suppression has long been a central 

strategy of the Republican party. 

In 1980, Paul Weyrich, a 

conservative Republican activist 

who founded right-wing 

institutions including The Heritage 

Foundation, said in a speech: “I 

don’t want everybody to vote. 

Elections are not won by a 

majority of people, they never 

have been from the beginning of 

our country, and they are not now 

… our leverage in the elections 

quite candidly goes up as the voting populace 

goes down.” 

 States in the so-called Rust Belt, including 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Michigan and Wisconsin, 

were critical to Donald Trump’s win in 2016. In 

each of those states save Ohio, Trump won by 

less than one percentage point. Now, in 

Wisconsin, a county judge ruling in a case 

brought by a conservative organization has 

ordered that 209,000 people be purged from the 

voter rolls. The state’s elections commission has 

delayed the purge while the case is appealed. In 

2016, Trump won Wisconsin by just over 23,000 

votes. 

 2016 was the first election in which 

Wisconsin’s strict voter ID law was in force. 

The progressive advocacy group Priorities 

USA reported that the law suppressed the 

votes of more than 200,000 residents in the 

2016 election. Voter ID laws that require 

people to present photo identification at 

polling places disproportionately prevent 

poor people and people of colour from 

voting. 

 “The largest drop-off was among Black 

and Democratic-leaning voters,” 

investigative journalist Ari Berman said on 

the “Democracy Now!” news hour, 

commenting on the report. “They found that 

there was a much larger drop-off in 

Wisconsin than Minnesota, which does not 

have a voter ID law, that counties with a 

large African-American population had a 

larger drop-off.” 

 The Associated Press published a report 

two weeks ago based on a 

leaked audio recording from a 

November 21, 2019, meeting 

of the Wisconsin chapter of the 

Republican National Lawyers 

Association. “Traditionally it’s 

always been Republicans 

suppressing votes in places,” 

Justin Clark, a senior counsel 

to Trump’s re-election 

campaign, was recorded 

saying. “Let’s start playing 

offense a little bit. That’s what you’re going 

to see in 2020. It’s going to be a much 

bigger program, a much more aggressive 

program, a much better-funded program.” 

He was talking about organized poll watching 

activities, where party operatives position 

themselves at Democratic-leaning voting 

precincts to challenge voters, demanding 

election staff verify their identity or bar them 

from voting. Clark later said his words were 

misinterpreted. 

 In Georgia, the Republican-controlled 

state government purged 100,000 voters 

America Is a Democracy in Name Only 
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Upcoming events 
from the rolls in December. The move was 

approved by a federal judge, dismissing a lawsuit 

brought by Fair Fight, an organization founded 

after the 2018 election by Democrat Stacey 

Abrams to promote fair elections in Georgia and 

around the country. 

 The 2018 Georgia governor’s race pitted 

Abrams against Republican candidate Brian 

Kemp, who was the secretary of state at the 

time, responsible for overseeing the election and 

maintaining the voter rolls. In July 2018, months 

before the election, Kemp oversaw what has 

been called the largest mass disenfranchisement 

in U.S. history, purging over 500,000 voters 

from Georgia’s list of 6.6 million registered 

voters. Kemp received about 50,000 more votes 

than Abrams, out of close to 4 million cast, and 

claimed victory. Stacey Abrams refused to 

concede, noting Kemp’s corruption of the 

election, but did not fight the results. 

 Despite the aggressive efforts by the right 

wing to suppress the vote, voting rights 

advocates are making progress. In Florida, 

voters passed Amendment 4, restoring voting 

rights to 1.4 million ex-felons. Republican 

Governor Ron DeSantis signed a bill forcing 

those prospective voters to pay “all fines and 

fees” associated with their earlier convictions, 

significantly slowing the restoration of these 

“returning citizens” to the voter rolls. Many call it 

a poll tax. 

 In five Western states from Colorado to 

Hawaii, mail-in ballots have increased voter 

participation, reduced costs and provided an 

auditable, paper ballot trail to allow easy 

verification of election results. The National Vote 

at Home Institute is working to expand the 

practice state by state. And the National Popular 

Vote project is working with state legislatures 

around the country to allocate electoral college 

votes to the candidate who wins the popular vote 

nationally. 

 Democracy is a constant struggle. From the 

suffragettes to today’s voting rights advocates, 

securing the right to vote should be a common 

pursuit of us all. 

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/america-is-a-

democracy-in-name-only/  

Saturday, February 15—12:00 Noon 
San Bernardino Democratic luncheon Club  

Installation 
BPO Elks Lodge 836, 2055 Elks Drive , San Bernardino 

 

Monday, February 17 
Voter Registration Deadline for March Primaries 

Same day voter registration information available at 
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/

same-day-reg 
 

Tuesday, February 18, 2020 - 6:00 pm 
Redlands City Council meeting 

35 Cajon St., Redlands 
 

Tuesday, February 25 

Last day to apply for Vote-by-Mail ballot Request a 

Printed Permanent Vote-by-Mail Application or 

download a Vote-by-Mail Application from Motor Voter 

at https://www.motorvoterca.com/ 

 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 - 4:00 pm 

Redlands Planning Commission 
35 Cajon St., Redlands 

 
Tuesday, February 25, 2020 - 7:00 pm 

Loma Linda City Council meeting 
25541 Barton Rd., Loma Linda 

 
Tuesday, March 3 

Super Tuesday 
California Primaries 

 

Saturday, March 21 
RADC General Meeting 

410 Alabama Street, Ste 102, in Redlands 
Speaker TBA 

New RADC Website 
 RADC has a new Website, which has  

been nicely upgraded and given a new 

name:  

https://redlandsareadems.org  

  The Website is an excellent source of 

information, containing up-to-date items of 

interest as well as current and past issues 

of The Progressive, our monthly newsletter. 

 Tout this new Website to your friends 

and have them join the mailing list and 

encourage them to join the Redlands Area 

Democratic Club. Dues can securely be 

paid on the Website using ActBlue. 

https://www.truthdig.com/articles/america-is-a-democracy-in-name-only/
https://www.truthdig.com/articles/america-is-a-democracy-in-name-only/
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
http://www.sos.ca.gov/elections/voter-registration/same-day-reg
https://www.motorvoterca.com/
https://redlandsareadems.org
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REDLANDS AREA DEMOCRATIC CLUB LEADERSHIP 
ELECTED OFFICERS 

 

Kristin Washington, President  
Don Singer, Vice President 

Lorraine Enriquez, Secretary 
Carole Coley, Treasurer 

Les Greenberg, Assistant Treasurer 

APPOINTED TRUSTEES 
 

Nancy Blastos (Voter Registration) 
John Coley (Membership) 

Frank Garcia (Voter Registration) 
Ron Hattis, Immediate Past President (Legislative Issues) 

Ana McNaughton (Precinct Development) 

“The Progressive” 
Carole Coley, Editor and Design; Les Greenberg, Club Photographer 

Send articles to: redlandsdems@gmail.com 
- - - 

Redlands Area Democratic Club 
PO Box 8861, Redlands, CA 92375 https://redlandsareadems.org/  

Random RADC Meeting and Event Shots 

~ CONSIDER CONTRIBUTING AN ARTICLE TO THE PROGRESSIVE ~ 

 

“In our country the lie has become not just a moral category but a pillar of the State.”  
 

~ Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn ~ 

 

ATTENTION: 
Unless otherwise noted, editorials and/or articles that appear in The Progressive are the 
opinions of named contributors and not necessarily of the RADC leadership or its members.  

Top row: Eddie Sanchez, Bhavin Jindall explain their positions; Mayor Paul Foster explains 

and defends Measure G; Assemblymember Ramos, Congressman Aguilar speak at the new 

San Bernardino Battleground office; All of the endorsed candidates running in San 

Bernardino County spoke (in order of their pictures, Reyes, Jindall, Goodfellow).  Note the 

RADC display pictured. The rally was held outside with estimates of 200 attending the 

opening. 

mailto:redlandsdems@gmail.com
https://redlandsareadems.org/

