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 When I first heard about the George Floyd killing, I 

was angry. The photographs stunned me, and watch-

ing the full video was just chilling.  George Floyd’s 

death wasn’t an accident. The people on the street 

told the cop the man was dying.  They pleaded with 

him to move his knee from George Floyd’s neck.  The 

officer, so casual with his hand in his pocket, never 

seemed to care. It was murder and we all saw it hap-

pen.  “You a bum” the exasperated voice from the 

crowd said to the cop. “You a bum”. I stayed angry 

about that video for a while, not wanting to talk 

about it, and unsure how 

I wanted to respond.  I 

didn’t want to protest. I 

didn’t want to lead a vigil.  

I didn’t want to be the 

calm friend helping others 

to move on. I was emo-

tionally spent from the 

protests and vigils of the 

past, but most important-

ly I was filled with a fury 

that wouldn’t let go.  Too 

many Black people had 

died from interactions 

with the police in my life-

time.  Investigations into 

police behavior never 

seem serious, and they 

almost always lead to ex-

oneration. There is racism 

built into our system of 

law enforcement, and not 

enough people want to 

hear it.  The killing of George Floyd left me outraged 

and for days, all I wanted to do was hold on to my 

anger and never let it go. 

 I didn’t really pay much attention to the protests 

at first.  I tried to focus on other things, while waiting 

for the inevitable news that while tragic, yada yada, 

yada, nothing will happen from the George Floyd kill-

ing.  But as the protesting persisted, I grew interest-

ed and I started to watch. My social media timelines 

were filled with interviews, and I sensed that these 

protesters were different. They had the same anger I 

had, but they were using it to go out day after day.  

Like me, they didn’t want a repeat of every other 

time, and they seemed determined not to let up. 

They stayed on message. Black Lives Matter. What 

they didn’t have to say, but what came through loud 

and clear was “We tried to tell you about the police 

before, but you mocked us, and now look what hap-

pened.” These determined protesters were not only 

Blacks standing up for themselves, but people who 

weren’t Black standing side-by-side them in sup-

port.  It was that way in every state and in coun-

tries around the world. It was amazing to see.  It 

was only then that my anger finally faded. 

 Now I am hopeful. I am hopeful because pro-

testers are showing up in towns, large and small, 

all over San Bernardino County, questioning 

whether there is bias built into their law enforce-

ment agencies, fueling dialogue about what pub-

lic safety needs to look like in their community.   

 I am hopeful because the protesters want to 

be heard. Voting is 

the number one way 

to be heard in our 

country and I can help 

people with that. If an 

elected official is not 

listening to calls for 

change, vote her out. 

If an elected does not 

want to invite the 

community in to dia-

logue on public safety, 

vote him out. The 

electeds who make 

policy and budget de-

cisions on policing are 

on the ballot - all the 

time. The electeds 

who appoint people to 

key roles in our crimi-

nal justice system are 

on the ballot all the 

time. Being an in-

formed, consistent voter can bring about some of 

the change the protesters want.   

 I am hopeful because California legislators 

have listened and are acting to address the is-

sues raised by the protesters. In Sacramento, 

our elected officials are already passing bills that 

will address systemic racism and abusive polic-

ing. In Washington, our federal legislators have 

proposed the Justice in Policing Act of 2020 and 

an anti-lynching bill. Even the racist-in-chief has 

seen fit to sign an Executive Order addressing 

problems in policing – although it should surprise 

no one that it falls far short of what the protest-

ers are asking.  

 Mostly, though, I am hopeful because people 

are listening, learning and willing to make 

change.  Those are vital steps for change. 

 

Kristin Washington, President 

Redlands Area Democratic Club 



Call It What It Is: Anti-Blackness 
When black people are killed by the police, “racism” isn’t the right word. 

Opinion: Sunday, June 7, 2020 By kihana miraya ross 

 The word “racism” is everywhere. It’s 

used to explain all the things that cause 

African-Americans’ suffering and death: 

inadequate access to health care, food, 

housing and jobs, or a police bullet, baton or 

knee. But “racism” fails to fully capture what 

black people in this country are facing. 

 The right term is “anti-blackness.” 

 To be clear, “racism” isn’t a meaningless 

term. But it’s a catch-all that can 

encapsulate anything from black people 

being denied fair access to mortgage loans, 

to Asian students being burdened with a 

“model minority” label. 

It’s not specific. 

 Many Americans, 

awakened by watching 

footage of Derek 

Chauvin killing George 

Floyd by kneeling on his 

neck, are grappling with 

why we live in a world in 

which black death loops 

in a tragic screenplay, 

scored with the wails of 

childless mothers and 

the entitled indifference 

of our murderers. And 

an understanding of anti-blackness is the 

only place to start. 

 Anti-blackness is one way some black 

scholars have articulated what it means to be 

marked as black in an anti-black world. It’s 

more than just “racism against black 

people.” That oversimplifies and defangs it. 

It’s a theoretical framework that illuminates 

society’s inability to recognize our humanity 

— the disdain, disregard and disgust for our 

existence 

 The African-American studies professor 

Frank B. Wilderson, who coined the term 

“Afro-pessimism,” argues that anti-blackness 

indexes the structural reality so that in the 

larger society, blackness is inextricably tied 

 to “slaveness.” While the system of U.S. 

chattel slavery technically ended over 150 

years ago, it continues to mark the 

ontological position of black people. Thus, 

in the minds of many, the relation between 

humanity and blackness is an antagonism, 

is irreconcilable. 

 Anti-blackness describes the inability to 

recognize black humanity. It captures the 

reality that the kind of violence that 

saturates black life is not based on any 

specific thing a black person — better 

described as “a person who has been 

racialized black” — 

did.  

 The violence we 

experience isn’t tied 

to any particular 

transgression. It’s 

gratuitous and 

unrelenting. 

 Anti-blackness 

covers the fact that 

society’s hatred of 

blackness, and also 

its gratuitous 

violence against 

black people, is 

complicated by its need for our existence. 

For example, for white people — again, 

better described as those who have been 

racialized white — the abject inhumanity of 

the black reinforces their whiteness, their 

humanness, their power, and their 

privilege, whether they’re aware of it or 

not. Black people are at once despised and 

also a useful counterpoint for others to 

measure their humanness against. In other 

words, while one may experience 

numerous compounding disadvantages, at 

least they’re not black. 

 So when we’re trying to understand how 

a white police officer could calmly and 

casually channel the weight of his entire 

 

A memorial site in Minneapolis, where George Floyd was killed 
by the police.Credit...Stephen Maturen/Getty Images 
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body through his knee on a black man’s neck 

— a man who begged for his life for over 

eight full minutes until he had no air left with 

which to plead — we have to understand 

that there has never been a moment in this 

country’s history where this kind of 

treatment has not been the reality for black 

people. 

 From whips to guns, the slave patrols of 

the 18th century are the ancestors of 

modern day police departments. Mr. Floyd’s 

killer just happened to make the news, 

happened to have video footage 

documenting his desperate screams to his 

deceased mother for help from the other 

side. Mr. Floyd’s brutal killing is not an 

exception, but rather, it is the rule in a 

nation that literally made black people into 

things. 

 Black people were rendered as property, 

built this country, spilled literal blood, sweat 

and tears into the soil from which we eat, 

the water we drink, and the air we breathe. 

The thingification of black people is a 

fundamental component of the identity of 

this nation. 

 Reckoning with this reality is significantly 

more difficult than wrestling with prejudice, 

racism, and even institutional or structural 

racism. And it does more than any of these 

concepts do to help us make sense of over 

400 years of black suffering — of our 

unremitting interminable pain, rage and 

exhaustion. 

 Mr. Floyd’s death is the story of our 

babies, of the numerous black children who 

grow up literally or metaphorically under the 

steel heel of a police boot. It is the story of 

our families, who since the Middle Passage, 

have had to suffer the unimaginable. 

 But when they kill our children, our 

mothers and fathers, we are expected to 

forgive, to be peaceful in the face of horrific 

violence. We are asked to respect a law that 

cannot recognize our humanity — that 

cannot provide redress. And when time and 

time again the law demonstrates it will never 

protect us, that it will never hold those 

individuals and systems that harm us 

accountable, we are expected to peddle a 

narrative that the system works, that 

justice will prevail. 

 Mr. Floyd’s brother lamented, “I just 

don’t understand what more we’ve got to 

go through in life, man.” People are in the 

streets today because years ago we 

marched peacefully and belted Negro 

spirituals, hoping they would recognize our 

humanity. We wore Afros like crowns 

remembering our beauty. We put our fists 

in the air demonstrating our strength. We 

declared that our lives matter in every 

gorgeous dimension, demanding they stop 

killing us in the streets and in our homes 

with impunity. People are in the streets 

today because despite all of the people 

who lost their lives — literally and 

figuratively, in this fight for black life, the 

struggle continues. 

 So let’s stop saying racism killed George 

Floyd, or worse yet, that a racist police 

officer killed George Floyd. George Floyd 

was killed because anti-blackness is 

endemic to, and is central to how all of us 

make sense of the social, economic, 

historical and cultural dimensions of 

human life. 

# # # 
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RADC members and friends say... 

Nancy Blastos, RADC Board Member, submitted: 

“Remembering Medgar Evers” 
 

 I woke up Saturday morning under a dark 

cloud. When trying to change my mood and check 

my inventory, I remembered it was the 

anniversary of my Mom’s birthday. We had a 

complicated relationship because of her attitudes 

which were not progressive, but I quickly fact 

checked that I would not be here about to 

celebrate my 78th birthday on June 18th if it were 

not for her. Then I thought about one of my 

heroes, Medgar Evers. I discovered him late when 

I saw “The Ghosts of Mississippi.” 

 He was martyred, shot in his driveway by a 

white supremacist on June 12,1964. He was 

receiving many threats at that time. I 

remembered him telling his wife to get the kids, 

get in the bathtub and lock the door if you feel 

scared. I was shocked. What a way to live! 

 He was a devoted husband and father, 

distinguished WWII Vet, and an African American 

civil rights leader. He was the first black man to 

integrate the University of Mississippi. He worked 

closely with Thurgood Marshall as an attorney.  He 

investigated Emmet Till’s torturous murder in 

1955.  

 After that he became a target as he continued 

to work for the NAACP. His favorite quotes were: 

"You can kill a man, but you cannot kill an idea"; 

"If we don’t like what the Republicans do, we need 

to get in there and change it"; "Our only hope is 

to control the vote."   

 Do Black Lives Matter?   

 Can we get together and change ideas under 

this biased, corrupt regime in the White House?  

 I do not know but we must do everything we 

can to vote these grifters out. I have chosen to 

support senators like Mike Espy from Mississippi 

because I think of Medgar Evers.  

 His life mattered to me and I will work my 

grass roots donations as small as they are in his 

honor. 

# # # 

fake news. I say this because the real facts re-

garding fraud in voting by mail shows the follow-

ing: In the past  20 years there have been approx-

imately 250 million votes cast by mail  and yet 

there have  been only 143 cases of fraud brought 

by election authorities; this means that  in only 

0.0006 percent of all votes cast my mail has it 

been thought that such  votes were fraudulent.  It 

would seem to me that this extraordinarily small 

number of cases would cause even the Command-

er in Chief, who has lied to the American people, 

some 18,000 times in three years to rethink his 

claim that mail fraud  is somehow  akin to an elec-

tion pandemic. 

 On the other hand, Trump’s real fear of the 

concept of voting by mail can be deduced by his 

recent statement that voting by mail "does not 

bode well for Republicans." With this in mind I 

would ask those who would wish to vote by mail in 

November to do so in huge numbers thus showing 

the president that his great fear came to fruition. 

 

# # # 

Don Singer, RADC Board Member, submitted: 

“Voting by Mail” 
 

 In a recent letter to the editor the writer opined 

that "voting my mail has shown to be rife with 

fraud."  I do now know where this writer got this 

false notion other than perhaps looking at those 

TV stations which day after day show what is truly 

Roger Bell, Past RADC E-Board member, 

submitted: 

“Fascism in America: RED ALERT” 
  

 In 2012, here in sleepy Redlands, I attended a 

tea party gathering, escaping early with a 

completely sick feeling that i witnessed something 

unimaginable in my country:  echoes of fascism. 

A Fox news renegade ranted against climate 

science, while claiming agenda 21 from Rio was a 

one-world plot to take away property rights. 

Verbal assent by attendees was over the top.     

 Yes, my fears then were exaggerated. 

However, eight years later, and well into the age 

of Trump, I’m once again wondering:  Can 

fascism come to America?   

 Sadly, the answer is: yes, it can. Madeleine 

Albright’s excellent book, Fascism, provides 

convincing evidence about how this might happen

--in fact already is happening. 

 How can that be?   

 Witness armed militia, many white 

supremacists (and presumably tea partiers as 

well), on the steps of state capitols, which their 

narcissist president says should be “liberated”. 

Witness more clean- cut racists parading through 

the University of Virginia near Charlottesville with 

anti-Semitic chants to support a violent “unite the 

right” invasion. Trump called them “good people,” 
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bringing dedicated allegiance from the ultra-racist 

contingent, such as David Duke. 

 These events were visually reminiscent of 

protests against our first and only black president 

(you know, the one Trump falsely said was born in 

Kenya). Obama was raged against, less for what 

he did, as for who he is. 

  Sadly, these actions may just be a warm-up 

for a more profoundly ugly and sinister possibility, 

in which trump invites his “warriors” to rise up 

against what he will claim is an illegitimate 

electoral loss. I’m predicting he won’t vacate the 

presidency but instead will invite these militants 

with their guns and hate--and perhaps straight-

arm salutes--to engage in armed resistance.   

 Too far-fetched? Hadn’t America revealed the 

horrors of fascism by defeating Hitler and 

Mussolini in a world war aimed at defending our 

democratic values? 

 If so, explain how resorting to a proto fascist as 

our president, a power-hungry cheat, who, like 

Hitler, scapegoats minorities and refuses to accept 

responsibility for or admit mistakes? He demeans 

foes, aides, and especially security services at 

every turn, and favors dictators world-wide, while 

trashing our usual allies and calling the press 

“fake”, “enemies of the people”. His lies and “deep 

state” nonsense make us fearful, untrusting.  

Chaos reigns. 

 In short, illusive truth is destabilizing our 

country.  It’s fascism 101. 

 He has fired four inspectors general, 

constitutionally mandated to respond to whistle 

blowers who’ve called out corruption, especially 

favoring Trump. He welcomes Putin’s interference 

in our electoral process, while also actively 

pursuing other ways to suppress democratic 

votes. 

 His response to the pandemic also indicates 

fascist leanings. Skewed death demographics--

losing mostly minorities, poor people, and nursing 

home residents—make okay trump’s strategy 

about opening early to business as usual.   

 Trump’s “America First” slogan is a throwback 

to those who opposed fighting Hitler. He 

reportedly once had Adolph’s speeches on his 

nightstand. 

 But the question still remains: Can we lose 

what we imagined was guaranteed? Our political 

system seems surprisingly fragile, while fascist 

control historically tends to insinuate before being 

fully acknowledged. 

We’re like that proverbial frog in water being 

brought to a boil who doesn’t realize what’s 

happening until it’s far too late. 

 Fortunately, there is still time to avoid that 

fate. But to fight back we urgently need smart, 

focused, and fierce responses to save our 

democracy. Fascism in America is perilously close, 

requiring our full attention now more than ever.   

 At the very least we must vote out this 

monstrous embarrassment. 

Nancy Blastos, RADC Board Member, submitted: 

“Slash and Burn or Shock and Awe?” 
 

 Talk about guerilla  warfare, on May 31st in 

Minneapolis, state troopers gleefully surveyed 

parking lots with parked cars of peaceful 

protesters and newsmen and slashed all four 

tires of the cars with knives under the guise that 

they feared there were weapons inside or 

someone might drive the vehicles into groups of 

activists.  

 Using knives, the state troopers disabled 

dozens of cars so that protesters had no way to 

get home.  

 New York reporter Luke Mogelson told Mother 

Jones magazine that when he approached his 

rented car and saw all four tires disabled, the 

officers of the law laughed and grinned at his 

dilemma.  

 In my opinion, this is so adolescent and 

disrespectful; I smell Trump tactics. No fair fight 

here.   

 Slash and Burn or Shock and Awe? Please be 

sure to vote.  

# # # 
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RADC to Consider Supporting Federal, State 

Legislation on Policing Reform 
Submitted by Ronald P. Hattis, MD, Chair, RADC Legislative and Advocacy Committee  

 The nationwide protests on policing reforms 

have already inspired or attracted attention to a 

number of federal and state legislative proposals, 

some new, some old. This summary is offered to 

inform club members of promising current bills that 

have come to the attention of RADC. In both 

Congress and the California Legislature, all of the 

initiative is coming from Democrats, and of course 

nothing can pass or even move ahead in the U.S. 

Senate without winning some Republican support. 

In the political give and take attempting to achieve 

majorities, the Congressional bills and some state 

bills will undoubtedly be amended, and meanwhile 

additional bills are likely to be introduced. Because 

of the complexity of each bill, decisions on club 

policy will in general be made by the Executive 

Board, but input from any club member is 

welcome.  

 If you would like to share your ideas, assist with 

a letter of support, or join the RADC Legislative 

and Advocacy Committee to consider proposals 

on this issue and many others, please contact me 

at ronhattis@aol.com and President Kristin 

Washington at redlandsdems@gmail.com 
 

U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES: 
 

 The most exciting and comprehensive bill so far 

is H.R. 7120, the Justice in Policing Act of 2020, 

introduced on June 8, 2020 by Representatives 

Karen Bass of Los Angeles, California (Chair of the 

Black Caucus) and Jerrold Nadler of Brooklyn, New 

York (Chair of the Judiciary Committee). There is a 

Senate version, S. 3912, introduced by Senators 

Cory Booker of New Jersey and Kamala Harris of 

California, which so far is identical, although the 

two versions may diverge as each is amended in its 

respective house (assuming that S. 3912 can even 

get committee hearings in the Senate, which is 

dubious because it is at the mercy of Sen. Mitch 

McConnell and his obedient committee chairs). 

 

For easy reading to review a complete summary of 

the bill, visit https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/

Justice_in_Policing_Act_of_2020  
 

 If all of the provisions of the bill would be 

miraculously passed by both houses and signed by 

the president (who has already declared opposition 

to some of them), it would be a true revolution in 

policing and should greatly help to avoid deaths of 

unarmed men of color at the hands of the police. 

Nevertheless, true reform in the criminal justice 

system would require a lot more. 

 I recently read On the Run by Alice Goffman, 

who as a young Jewish undergraduate student 

in sociology lived for a time in a black inner-city 

neighborhood in Philadelphia, where young men 

were being harassed by police. From her 

observations, I recommend that future 

legislation address the toxic policing practices 

she witnessed and sometimes was abused by 

herself: 

 Prohibit confiscations of property like cars, 

houses, etc. when suspects are arrested, which 

police suspect may have been used for illegal 

activity. These are then sold to help fund police 

agencies. If the suspect is found not guilty, no 

restitution is usually made. This steals the 

wealth of community members, reduces 

incentives to make honest savings, and is just 

totally unjust. 

 Prohibit police from stalking ERs looking for 

persons with arrest warrants. This drives people 

away from legitimate medical care to a black 

market of care by less qualified neighborhood 

members. 

 Prohibit police from threatening wives and 

girlfriends of suspects with warrants or who 

have been arrested but not convicted, with loss 

of public housing, unless they inform on their 

partners. This breaks up families and 

relationships. 

 Prohibiting heavier policing of black and 

brown neighborhoods. Doing so results in more 

arrests and then gives police the excuse of them 

being heavier crime areas, even if (as in case of 

certain drugs) usage is same as in white 

neighborhoods. 

 I also support: Elimination of cash bail 

system. This causes people to be in jail pending 

trial just for being poor. There was a bill last 

year, giving judges choice of keeping dangerous 

flight risks in jail and letting everyone else out 

on their own recognizance. 

 True demilitarization and prohibition of 

military style tactics, or use of actual military 

personnel, against civilian populations including 

protests. 

 Prohibition of collections of armed law 

enforcement personnel being brought in without 

insignia or ID, as happened recently in DC. This 

is an imitation of Putin’s "little green men" in 

Eastern Ukraine, and is totally out of keeping 

with American principles.  
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 Reversing the growth in size and number over 

recent years of federal, state, and local law 

enforcement agencies. There are incredibly almost 

18,000 separate agencies authorized to enforce 

laws and carry weapons, and most people are not 

even aware of most of them. 

 Federal grants for dissolving and reorganizing 

police departments, as successfully done in 

Camden, NJ and being discussed by Minneapolis, 

among other places. This is part of what is generally 

intended when the term "defund the police" is 

heard, in addition to reducing and diverting part of 

police budgets toward social, educational, and 

treatment services. 

 Weakening of police unions so that they cannot 

block cops who misbehaved from being investigated 

and charged. 

 Ending the failed war on drugs, substituting 

treatment for arrests. 

 Release from confinement of anyone in the US 

who was sentenced for a marijuana crime. 

Marijuana should be removed from Schedule 1 by 

the DEA, and regulation should be entirely up to 

states but with limitation of using criminal 

approaches. 
 

OTHER BILLS IN U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

ON TOPICS NOT INCLUDED IN H.R.7120: 

 4339 (Jackson Lee): End of racial profiling - 

Makes racial profiling by law enforcement a federal 

civil rights offense.  

 1636 (Wilson): Commission on Social Status of 

Black Men and Boys. Recommendation: In my 

opinion, this would produce a report that would be 

filed and forgotten, no assurance of changes in 

policy; not worth efforts by us. 

 H. Res. 998 (Pressley, with Omar and others): 

Condemns all acts of police brutality, racial profiling, 

and use of excessive and militarized force 

throughout the country. Recommendation: Letter of 

support. 

 H. Res. (Lee, with Lewis and others): Establishes 

a commission on Truth, Racial Healing, and 

Transformation.  
 

STATE LEGISLATION:  

All of the following are state Assembly bills 

(ABs) or Assembly constitutional 

amendments (ACAs): 

 Note that these came from a list articulated 

by McCarty, who is the author of several. There 

may be more and some of them may be better. 

I invite your research. 

 ACA-5 (Weber): Repeals the 1996 

Constitutional prohibition on governmental 

discrimination on the basis of race or ethnicity, 

to permit affirmative action in state and local 

funding for disadvantaged groups.  

 ACA-6 (McCarty): Restores voting rights of 

felons after completion of prison terms, or when 

released on parole.  

 1185 (McCarty): Sheriff oversight board - 

Permits but does not require a county to 

establish an independent oversight board to 

oversee the activities of the sheriff, and/or an 

Inspector General to assist the Board of 

Supervisors in supervising/overseeing the 

sheriff. Either the Board or the IG could issue 

subpoenas. Ron’s suggestion: Recommend 

that the authority be expanded to oversee 

the District Attorney as well. Abuses have 

occurred in both sheriff’s and DA’s offices. 

Examples are when jail wardens or police 

officers commit assaults or murders, they 

are usually neither arrested by police nor 

prosecuted by DAs.  

 2342 (McCarty): Permits reduction of parole 

time by earning a GED or associate degree, or 

by performing certain volunteer services. 

Registered sex offenders would not be eligible. 

Ron’s suggestion: Why not also include sex 

offenders?             

 # # # 

Editor’s Note: Although not related to police reform, it is 
significant to note that  a bill deemed a priority  by Califor-
nia’s Legislative Black Caucus passed last week when the 
Assembly approved a proposal to repeal California’s ban on 
affirmative action. Voters will decide on the measure in 
November if the Senate approves the bill by June 25. 
 Additionally, a proposal to establish a task force to 
study and prepare recommendations for how to give repa-
rations to African Americans passed the California Assembly 
last Thursday (AJR-21). If the bill passes the Senate and is 
signed into law by Gov. Gavin Newsom, eight people with 
backgrounds in racial justice reforms would lead a study 
into who would be eligible for compensation due to slavery 
and how it should be awarded. Assemblywoman Shirley 
Weber, a Democrat from San Diego who wrote the bill, said 
the study would reiterate California's history of abetting 
slavery, even as it joined the union as a “free state” in 1850.  
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White people, stop asking us to educate you about racism 
Written by Real Talk: Women Of Color & Allies 

Submitted by every person of color you’ve burdened with this question.  

 
 Every time a white person asks me a question 

about racism, I tense up. I know fuckery is 

probably following because rarely does that person 

come from a place of sincerely wanting to learn 

about it. Let me get this out of the way first: People 

of color don’t owe you any type of conversation 

about race.  

 But if you find someone actually willing to 

discuss race and white supremacy, make sure 

you’re entering that conversation with the real 

intention of being a less racist, better white person. 

 Don’t question our experiences. You’ll never 

understand them because you don’t walk through 

the world with black or brown skin. Just sit there 

and listen. Don’t walk up to some random POC and 

ask them about race.  

 Burdening them with a barrage of questions like 

you’re friends isn’t going to make them want to 

open up to you. The same goes for your coworkers.  

 You’re not friends just because you occasionally 

go to lunch together. 

 Keep in mind that some of us just don’t want to 

talk to you. We don’t trust you 

with our stories. We don’t trust 

you with our emotions. We don’t 

trust you with our truths. Those 

feelings are coming from a lifetime 

of experiencing racism and white 

supremacy firsthand. It comes 

from being angry at having to work 

harder than our white counterparts 

for even a portion of what they 

get. It comes from being 

disgusted with experiencing the 

painful stings of either being invisible or too visible 

to white people. Both are exhausting and — at 

times — even terrifying. 

 We don’t owe you friendship, loyalty or respect. 

We damn sure don’t owe you what little energy we 

have left over from fighting a system designed to 

keep us oppressed. 

 If you have any black or brown friends and 

you’re thinking about asking them to educate you 

about race, don’t. They don’t owe you anything 

either.  

 Besides, it’s insulting to think that one person 

speaks for an entire race. Ask yourself how good of 

a friend you’ve been if you haven’t noticed how 

your friend is treated when you’re together in white 

spaces. Also, if you think that we exaggerate our 

experiences of racism and white supremacy, don’t 

ask any of us to help you. Do your own work. 

Don’t ask us to help you if you believe that 

we’re lying. 

 Before you start trying to educate yourself, 

know that you’ve done real harm to us. Every 

white person has, and the sooner you realize 

this, the better.  

 We’ll give you a few examples: 

 You told a POC [person of color] you 

understand racism because you’ve experienced 

it too.  

 This is bullshit. You haven’t. 

 You questioned a POC’s story of racism. Why 

would we lie? These stories are painful enough 

without white people thinking we’re not being 

honest about what’s happened to us. 

 You assumed you knew how a POC felt 

because you have a spouse or a friend of the 

same race. You can’t understand racism by 

association. You must experience it firsthand. 

 You believe that a coworker got a job or 

promotion over you simply because of their 

race. Check your ego. They 

probably got it because they’re 

more qualified than you are. 

 You’ve asked one of us why 

we’re so angry. We regularly 

experience racism. So, you’re damn 

right we’re angry. We have a right 

to be. 

 If we don’t want to talk to you 

about racism, respect our decision 

not to have that conversation with 

you. Don’t try to manipulate us 

into talking to you by asking us why we wouldn’t 

want to help you to not be a racist. Look, if we 

knew that every soul-sucking conversation we 

had with white people about race resulted in one 

less racist, then we might be more inclined to 

talk to you. But the reality is, after most of 

these conversations, we want to scream in 

frustration when you don’t even try to hear us. 

We come away feeling like we’ve wasted 

precious energy that we didn’t even have to 

spare in the first place. These experiences are 

just tiring.  

 Yes. We are tired. Exhausted in fact. We’re 

dealing with racism and white supremacy on a 

regular basis. It sucks the life out of us, and we 

still have responsibilities to take care of — 

families, jobs… hell, just taking care of our damn 

 

Photo by Taymaz Valley 

9 THE PROGRESSIVE—June 19, 2020  

Cont’d on page 10 



selves. 

 What makes you think that one conversation 

about race will cure you? It doesn’t work like that. 

Racism has been a part of this country since the 

beginning. So for you to assume you can unlearn a 

system that’s entrenched in our everyday lives and 

makes your life easier and ours harder — and that 

you probably don’t even believe exists — that’s 

insulting. Your racism will take a lifetime to unlearn. 

So no, there aren’t any crib notes or 5-minute 

YouTube videos to fix you. If you’re really 

determined to do better, know that this journey will 

take the rest of your life. Think of it as continuing 

education or an independent studies class where you 

need to proactively seek out the content. Don’t ask 

us to provide the information for you. Instead, 

participate in your own education. We’ve already 

given you enough of our free labor. Don’t ask us for 

anymore. 

 Besides, plenty of white folks have stepped up to 

help you acknowledge your racism so you can 

become less racist. We don’t need to do the work for 

you. It took me about a minute to find Jon 

Greenberg’s website “Citizenship and Social 

Justice” and then this: “Curriculum for White 

Americans to Educate Themselves on Race and 

Racism–from Ferguson to Charleston.” So why can’t 

y’all do that? If you want to learn Spanish, do you 

walk up to an Hispanic person and ask them to teach 

you? No. You take a class. Do the same thing here. 

(Side note: Don’t assume that person speaks 

Spanish in the first place, but that’s another article). 

Read John Metta’s When you walk into the valley: 

On allies asking to be taught about race” so you fully 

understand what you need to know about race and 

why you’ll never learn it all. 

 He writes:  

 “Those of us who live in this desert already know 

this. There are no black and white answers. There is 

just a long, hard, emotionally exhausting journey 

of self-evaluation, critical thinking, and cultural 

study.” 

 “There is a lot of reading and a lot of research 

and probably a lot of trying to understand what 

it’s like to live in snow when you’ve only heard 

people talk about it and maybe don’t even 

believe it exists. It’s hard. It’s damn hard.  

 “It’s so damn hard that before you even 

understand the basics of the issue, you are an 

emotional catastrophe and have probably lost 

most of your ability to even understand yourself. 

 “No one can teach you this, no one can show 

you what to do. You have to walk into the valley 

of the shadow of death, you have to walk into it 

alone and you have to know that there is no 

other side that you will ever reach. 

 “You will die in this place.” 

 So if you want to stop being a racist, take it 

seriously. Don’t try to cut corners and don’t ask 

people of color to do the heavy lifting for you. 

We’ve done that our entire lives. It’s time for 

you to shoulder that burden so we can catch our 

breath for once. 

- - - 

This is the collective product of women of color 

and allies, and this piece specifically comes from 

an African American voice. 

 - - - 

https://medium.com/@realtalkwocandallies/white-people-

stop-asking-us-to-educate-you-about-racism-69273d39d828 

- - - 

Editor’s Note: I encourage you to visit Jon 

Greenberg’s Website at: 

https://citizenshipandsocialjustice.com/11

-step-guide-to-understanding-race-racism-

and-white-privilege/ 
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10 Books About Race To Read Instead Of Asking A 
Person Of Color To Explain Things To You 
By Sadie Trombetta 

June 1, 2020 
 

 If you really want to be a better ally, if you really want to be on the front lines in the war against rac-

ism and discrimination in the United States, you have to take the initiative to educate yourself. It isn't up 

to people of color to inform or reform white people, as "White people, stop asking us to educate you 

about racism," a collective piece from an African American voice on Medium, so clearly explains: "Don’t 

ask us to provide the information for you. Instead, participate in your own education. We’ve already giv-

en you enough of our free labor. Don’t ask us for anymore." 

 If you're trying to unlearn the American biases designed to keep people of color down, here are 10 

books about race in America you can start with: 
 

'So You Want to Talk About Race' by Ijeoma Oluo 

In her bestselling book So You Want to Talk About Race, editor-at-large of The Establishment Ijeoma Ol-

uo unpacks some of the biggest racial issues facing the United States today, including white privilege, 

microaggressions, police brutality, the Black Lives Matter movement, and so much more. Simple, 

straightforward, and razor-sharp, this book has an accessible and friendly user guide for anyone trying to 

understand identity, representation, and racism in modern day America. 
 

'When They Call You a Terrorist: A Black Lives Matter Memoir' by Patrisse Khan-Cullors and Asha 

Bandele 

If you really want to understand the Black Lives Matter movement and the people who put their lives on 

the line fighting for its behalf, When They Call You a Terrorist is a must-read. Written by artist, activist, 

and Black Lives Matter co-founder Patrisse Khan-Cullors and journalist and author Asha Bandele, this 

powerful and breathtaking memoir reveals what it is like to be black in today's violently racially charged 

America. 
 

'Eloquent Rage: A Black Feminist Discovers Her Superpower' by Brittney Cooper 

In her searing and courageous new book, Cosmopolitan columnist and Rutgers University professor 

Brittney Cooper dismantles the misguided notion that black women's anger is a weakness. Rather, the 

author draws from history, pop culture, and her personal experiences from childhood and adulthood to 

position "eloquent rage" as a source of power that grants black women from Serena Williams to Michelle 

Obama the strength to not only survive but thrive in America. 
 

'An African American and Latinx History of the United States' by Paul Ortiz 

If you want to understand the racial landscape of modern-day America, you first have to understand the 

nation's past, and Paul Ortiz's new bottom-up history book is the perfect place to start. Spanning more 

than 200 years, this alternative narrative offers a definitive and intersectional look at the country's de-

velopment through the eyes of the African American and Latinx communities that helped it flourish, often 

to their own detriment. 
 

'The Color of Success: Asian Americans and the Origins of the Model Minority' by Ellen D. Wu 

For decades, Asian Americans have been perceived as the "model minority," but for a long time, the 

country feared the threat of their "yellow terror." How did this particular minority group's stereotype 

transform so radically, and in what way does the new perception of Asian Americans cause harm? Ellen 

D. Wu's tracks this metamorphosis and all of its racial implications in The Color of Success, an eye-

opening book that will make you confront what you think you know about America's history with other-

ness. 
 

'Waking Up White, and Finding Myself in the Story of Race' by Debby Irving 

Honest to the point of cringe-worthiness, Waking Up White dives head-first into the uncomfortable 

world of racial privilege. In it, author Debby Irving opens up about her experiences living as a white 

woman and coming to terms with the fact she exists in a world that rewards her for her skin color and 

punished others for theirs. If you're still waiting for your “aha” moment, this could be the key. 
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'This Muslim American Life: Dispatches from the War on Terror' by Moustafa Bayoumi 

In this eye-opening book about fear, racism, paranoia, and surveillance, Moustafa Bayoumi offers an un-

flinching look the culture of the War on Terror as experienced by Muslim Americans. A powerful blend of 

personal experience and academic research, this engaging collection of writing is an important and time-

ly addition to the world of Muslim studies. 
 

'The Hidden Rules of Race: Barriers to an Inclusive Economy' by Andrea Flynn, Susan R. 

Holmberg, Dorian T. Warren, and Felicia J. Wong 

When we talk about race and inequality in this country, it's typically in social terms, but the United 

States’ economy is one of the biggest barriers to an equal and inclusive nation where black and white 

families are granted the same opportunities. At least, that is what The Hidden Rules of Race strives to 

prove by offering up concrete examples of the many ways in which unspoken rules of race and econom-

ics perpetuate inequality. 
 

'Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria?: And Other Conversations About 

Race' by Beverly Daniel Tatum 

So you want to have a conversation about race, but you aren't sure where to start? Consider Beverly 

Daniel Tatum's classic Why Are All the Black Kids Sitting Together in the Cafeteria? your crash course in 

the psychology of racism. Straightforward and accessible, this fully revised and updated book is the per-

fect entry point into all of those complicated, uncomfortable, but vital discussions about race in America. 
 

'Algorithms of Oppression: How Search Engines Reinforce Racism' by Safiya Umoja Noble 

In today's modern world, racism and bigotry have taken on brand new and still largely unexplored forms 

that thrive in our internet culture. In Algorithms of Oppression, professor of communication Safiya Umoja 

Noble investigates the many ways in which search engines like Google perpetuate and promote damag-

ing biases that privilege white people and discriminate against people of color, especially women of color. 
 

For a more extensive list on the subject of race and racism, visit https://www.bustle.com/

p/17-books-on-race-every-white-person-needs-to-read-76401 
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Informative links  

Suggested solutions for local police departments, such as www.policescorecard.org and 

www.8cantwait.org 

 

How Trump undid Obama's plans for police reform (June 2, 2020) https://slate.com/news-and-

politics/2020/06/trump-doj-obama-policing-reform.html 

 

President Obama on “How to Make this Moment the Turning Point for Real Change” (June 1, 2020) 

 

2018 Ted Talk by Tracie Keesee https://www.ted.com/talks/

tracie_keesee_how_police_and_the_public_can_create_safer_neighborhoods_together 

 

2016 Ted Talk by Adam Foss https://www.ted.com/talks/

adam_foss_a_prosecutor_s_vision_for_a_better_justice_system 

 

What happened when Camden NJ disbanded the police  https://nypost.com/2020/06/09/what-happened

-after-camden-nj-disbanded-its-police-department/ (June 9, 2020) 

Xavier Brown shows his support as 
demonstrators march past his home 
in St. Paul, Minnesota, on June 6. 
Scott Olson/Getty Images 

New York City Public Advocate 
Jumaane Williams, center, leads a 
march over the Brooklyn Bridge during 
a protest for police reform on June 8. 
David Dee Delgado/Getty Images 

Tamika Palmer, the mother of Breonna Taylor, 
closes her eyes during a vigil for her daughter in 
Louisville, Kentucky, on June 6.  
Brett Carlsen/Getty Images 
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