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It’s important to evoke a sense of authen-
tic place when a reporter visits your farm 
and showcase your farm positively. A 
good way to do this is to invite an objec-
tive friend to visit and pretend they are 
visiting for the first time. Have them give 
you feedback on the whole experience, 
such as first impressions of how your farm 
looks from the distance on the road and 
coming up your driveway. Look at farming 
as a service business and let your posi-
tive attitude and joy for growing healthy 
food shine through.  

Come out and visit
Extending a warm and welcoming invitation to members of the media is the 
perfect way to tell your story and develop relationships with reporters. A little 
preparation can go a long way in creating an effective media visit that helps the 
reporter craft a strong piece and reflects your dedication to organic agriculture.

•  Direct the media to come at a time when you can focus solely on them. If they 
ask to see something in action, tell them you’d like to focus on the interview 
first, but they can stay after to watch your work or you can stage an activity.

•  Send the reporter an email with your cell number, address and direction link.  
Be sure to enter your farm into Google Maps so it readily pops up.

•  If they are taking photos or video, have easy “props” accessible to add visual 
interest to the shot, like a bushel of colorful produce for you to hold.

•  Take charge of the tour. Ask the reporter how much time they have and what 
are the key things they want to see and cover.  

•  Direct them on time of day with best lighting, in case they will be taking 
photos or filming. As sunrise may be too early, consider sunset since that 
golden glow lighting works well.

•  Let your farmstead hospitality shine! Have some snacks and drinks available 
to offer, featuring your products.

•  Everyone loves to meet the animals!  Make sure you have your animals out 
and ready for their “meet and greet.”  If you have overly friendly farm dogs, 
keep them somewhere else during the interview.

S H A R EPro Tips: Ali Berlow
Author, The Food Activist Handbook

As farmers, it’s important to invite 
reporters in your community out to your 
farm to experience first-hand what 
you are doing and what organic and 
sustainable agriculture is all about. 
Simply set aside a couple hours and 
call it a “media tour.” There’s no agenda 
on your part, you are not trying to sell-in 
a specific story, but are rather openly 
sharing what you are doing. Talk about 
what you do and importantly, why you 
do it.   
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