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AGENDA

9:00am  Welcome & Libations !
9:30am  Keynote: Political Prisoners  
       Rev. Edward Pinkney !
10:10am  Plenary: Election Integrity  
       Ellen Craig-Bragg, Jan Ben Dor, Eric Hart !
11:00am  Plenary: Ballot Initiatives 
       Lena Thompson, Ingrid LaFleur, Joe White !
11:50 - 12:50 Lunch !
12:50pm  Workshops: !
    A:  Gerrymandering & The Electoral College 
       Kevin Deegan-Krause, Eric Seigel !
    B: Election Challenger Training & Certification 
       Sherry A. Wells, Anita Belle !
1:55pm  Workshops: !
    A: Police Brutality & Voter Suppression 
       James Eberheart Jr, Joanna Underwood !
    B: Misuse of Taxpayer Money 
       Jan BenDor, D. Etta Wilcoxon !
3:00pm  Workshops: 
  
    A: The Flint Water Crisis 
       Jennifer V. Kurland, Claire McClinton 
  
    B: Reparations 
       Anita Belle, Gail Parrish !
4:05pm  Plenary: Emergency Management 
       Elena Herrada, Claire McClinton,  
       Marian Kramer !
4:50pm  Wrap-Up  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Ellen Craig-Bragg 
Ellen Craig-Bragg works to create a professional, customer-
friendly environment providing professional services for the 
businesses and residents of Romulus as their City Clerk.  She 
previously served as a Romulus City Councilmember, worked 
in Romulus Community Schools, and has lived in Romulus for 

22 years with her husband, Stanley Bragg.  She is a Certified 
Municipal Clerk with multiple organizations and is invested in 

making a difference in her community, county, and state.

Jan Ben Dor 
Jan BenDor is a women’s rights activist based in the Ann 
Arbor area.  Known as the “Founding Mother of the Rape 

Crisis Center movement in Michigan”, she was named to the 
Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame in 1991 for her work to 

change State law related to sexual assault.  Jan is a founding 
member of the Michigan Election Reform Alliance (MERA) 
and is the current statewide coordinator and grants chair.   

Kevin Deegan-Krause 
Kevin Deegan-Krause is Associate Professor of Political 

Science at Wayne State University in Detroit, Michigan.  His 
research focuses on political parties and democracy in Europe 
with emphasis on Europe’s newer democracies and its newer 
parties.  He currently edits the European Journal of Political 
Research Data Yearbook.  He has a B.A. in Economics from 

Georgetown University and a Ph.D. in Government and 
International Studies from the University of Notre Dame. 

James Eberheart Jr 
James “Screal" Eberheart Jr was born and raised in Inkster, 

moving to Detroit to study Computer Information Systems at 
Wayne County Community College.  After eight years in the 
field as a Cable Technician, he began his journey of activism 

full-time and is the Chief Visionary/Executive Officer for New 
Era Detroit.  With New Era, he formed a mentorship program 
for youth in schools Black To Reality.  James is running as a 

write-in candidate for Detroit City Council District 1. 
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Eric Hart 
Eric Hart is the state director of the national non-partisan 
group Wolf-PAC.  Wolf-PAC is a political action committee 
working to pass a constitutional amendment on the topic of 

campaign finance reform.  Eric has been involved with Wolf-
PAC for three years, starting as a volunteer.    Eric’s current 
responsibilities for Wolf-PAC include organizing volunteers, 

lobbying legislators, and managing canvassing efforts. 

Ingrid LaFleur 
Ingrid LaFleur is a cultural producer, arts advocate, curatorial 

director of House Opera | Opera House, and founder of 
AFROTOPIA.  She has developed and organized art exhibitions 
both nationally and internationally with a curatorial focus on 
Afrofuturism.  LaFleur is a guest curator at the Detroit Film 

Theatre at the Detroit Institute of Arts organizing the 
Afrofuturism Film Series.  She is currently running as a   

write-in candidate for Mayor of Detroit. 

Elena Herrada 
Elena Herrada is a longtime fighter for Michigan workers, 
families, and the under privileged.  She currently serves on 

the “old” Detroit Public Schools Board of Education, and has 
fought for the rights of all students to receive a quality 

education.  Elena is the co-founder of Centro Obrero de 
Detroit and Fronteras Nortenas.  She is an instructor at 

Wayne County Community College and has received 
numerous Honors and Awards for her work on behalf of the 

community. One of Elena’s current passions is seeking justice 
for Michigan’s juvenile life offenders.

Marian Kramer 
Marian Kramer has been in the front lines of welfare rights, 
civil rights, and the struggle to end poverty in America for 

over 40 years.  She is Co-Chair of the National Welfare Rights 
Union (NWRU) and is a leader in the struggle to turn water 

back on for low-income Detroit families.  Marian is a recipient 
of the Purpose Award for Americans leading with experience 

and many other awards for her exemplary community service. 
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Lena Thompson 
Lena Thompson lives in Detroit and is a member of Our 
Revolution and is a self-described Berniecrat.  She is the 

Precinct Delegate for 323, the 13th District SCC Delegate, and 
the Communications Director of the United Precinct 

Delegates.  Lena currently serves on the Statutory Executive 
Board Black Caucus for the Michigan Democratic Party. 

Eric Siegel 
Eric Siegel has been an instructor in Political Science at 
Oakland Community College for three years, and taught 

community college for over a decade.  He’s worked in both the 
private and public sector, and is a small business owner.  From 

an educator's perspective, Eric believes we need progressive 
leadership for a critical entry point to higher education. 

Claire McClinton 
Claire McClinton is a labor leader and water warrior born and 

raised in Flint, and is a UAW retiree from a family of 
autoworkers.  She has been in the thick of the battle for labor 

rights against poverty in her city for decades, and she is 
currently in the thick of the fight for safe, clean water for all.  

McClinton argues that it was the system of governor-
appointed emergency managers that ushered in the change in 

Flint’s water to the Flint River, poisoning an entire city. 

Gail Parrish 
Gail Parrish's career for most of the last 30 years has been as 
a director of race relations and racial justice organizations.  

She is an award-winning playwright and screenwriter whose 
work focuses on racial justice and healing.  Her stage play, 

Elevator, and her Emmy-nominated screenplay for the movie 
version have been used to spur discussion of racial issues.  

Gail is connected to Coming to the Table; providing a means 
to safely explore genealogy with the disparate parts of history. 
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Joe White 
Joe White is a native Detroiter and world traveler.  He has 
spent the majority of his adult life as an educator and is a 

lifelong learner from M.L.K. high school to the historic HBCU 
Clark Atlanta University.  To Joe, education is a journey not a 
destination, and he works to inspire others.  His professional 
associations include: Union of Concerned Scientist, Minority 

Cannabis Business Association, MINORML, and many others. 

Sherry A. Wells 
Sherry Wells is a life-long resident of Michigan and earned a 
BA in Education from Michigan State University and a law 
degree from Wayne State University.  She has been a public 

speaker on welfare from the perspective of a recipient, 
caseworker, and taxpayer.  She has a pilot’s license, speaks 

Esperanto fluently, and has run for office several times.  She 
currently serves as Chair of the Green Party of Michigan. 

Joanna Underwood 
Joanna Underwood, New Era Detroit’s political lead analyst 

and co-founder of The People’s Action Committee (PAC) 
started her activism early on as a teen at the age of sixteen.  

She is an advocate for victims of rape and other sexual abuse 
crimes.  Joanna has worked with The People’s Water Board 

(PWB) and Michigan Welfare Rights (MWR).  She is 
currently running for Detroit City Council to represent 

District 7 where she was born and raised.

D. Etta Wilcoxon 
D. Etta Wilcoxon, JD, has been fighting for 30 years in the 

trenches for the residents of the City of Detroit.  She has 
waged 3 successful recounts and fought and won 3 lawsuits,  
one of which made law in the State of Michigan and dictates 

how clerks around Michigan should review nominating 
petitions.   She has won her way back onto the ballot and 

assisted Congressman John Conyers to do the same.  D. Etta 
is currently a candidate for Detroit City Clerk.  
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Organizer:  Anita E. Belle 
Anita is a human rights activist from Detroit, Michigan.  She is 

the author of “Revealing Mistaken Identities” based on her 
experience suing the CIA and the US Government for 

importing illegal drugs into segregated African-American 
neighborhoods.  She founded the Reparations Labor Union in 

2013 and is the female co-chair of the Detroit Chapter of 
NCOBRA.  She has been fighting for election integrity and 

voting rights for residents of Detroit since 2013 as an elections 
challenger, and was an integral part of the 2016 recount. 

Organizer:  Jennifer V. Kurland 
Jennifer is a community activist living in Redford Township.  

She currently serves as President of the Redford Union School 
Board, Secretary of the Redford Festival Committee, and is the 
current leader of the Wayne County Green Party.  She runs her 

radio show, The Offensive Feminist with Jenny K out of 
Redford’s local internet station, Cave Radio Broadcasting, on 

Wednesdays from 4-5:00 pm.  Jennifer recently completed her 
Bachelor’s Degree in Political Science Public Affairs from 

Wayne State University after spending a decade in banking.

Keynote Speaker:  Reverend Edward Pinkney 
Reverend Pinkney has been preaching for years against the 

monstrous conglomeration of business interests and state 
authority in Michigan.  From prison, as a political prisoner, he 

put pen to paper and wrote pages of condemnation of the 
corrupt, racist corporate-political-media establishment 

destroying his home community of Benton Harbor and forcing 
him to eat prison food unfit for humans.  He recently wrote 
from prison: “The vicious, cowardly attack on democracy in 
Benton Harbor, Michigan, shows that the corporate power 

structure is determined to crush anyone that stands in its way.  
The Whirlpool Corporation and government joined together to 
destroy the people of Benton Harbor.  We call it fascism.  It is 
part of the process underway across America in various forms.  

The once stable working class of Benton Harbor was 
devastated by automation and globalization and the 

community began to resist.  They have to contain the struggle.” 
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