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Prince Charles 
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          January 17, 2022 

 
 

Dear Charles 

I am writing to raise with you concerns about how you present your relationship with the 

Duchy of Cornwall. 

On both your own website, princeofwales.gov.uk, and the Duchy’s website, 

duchyofcornwall.org, you refer to the Duchy of Cornwall as a ‘private estate’. While your 

websites avoid making a direct claim that you personally own the estate, it clearly implies 

that it is your personal property. However, this is incorrect, as the Duchy is the property of 

the Crown. As such these statements on your websites are misleading, and give a 

distorted view of the financial support given to the Royal Household, and the total cost to 

the country for maintaining the monarchy. 

To be clear, when we talk about the Crown in this context, it is not shorthand for the Royal 

Household, but for the state. Its status is not dissimilar to that of the Crown Estate, which is 

also not the personal property of the royal family.  

As I’m sure you are aware (and as is stated on your websites), the Duchy is governed by 

legislation specifically drafted for the purpose. It is required to seek authorization from the 

government for certain financial transactions and is only available to you so long as you 

are heir to the throne. In the unlikely event that you would remove yourself from the line of 

succession, neither you, nor Prince William, would have any claim on the Duchy or its 



 

income. The next person to have such a claim would be Prince George, upon the 

succession of William to the throne. This is because, as you will know, the Duchy is passed 

to the heir only if they are also the eldest son of the reigning monarch.  

Furthermore, as your website also explains, in the event of there being no Duke of 

Cornwall, “the Duchy reverts to the Monarch, and the annual Sovereign Grant is reduced 

annually by the amount of the Duchy’s income.” In other words, the current arrangements 

explicitly accept that the income of the Duchy is there as part of a state funding 

arrangement, not as a personal income derived from personal property. These are not 

arrangements that would, or could, exist for any private estate.  

To underline the point about the Crown’s ownership, the Duchy has unique involvement in 

the legislative process, being asked to approve any new law which affects the Duchy’s 

interests. The Duchy enjoys countless exemptions from laws or from enforcement of laws, 

enjoyed by no private citizen or estate. The Duchy has on various occasions claimed 

Crown Immunity. No private estate in the UK has anything close to these privileges in law. 

In summary, the Duchy is Crown (state) property reserved, for the time being, for the heir 

to the throne. It is property that comes with the job, as it were, not the personal possession 

of you or your family. As such I ask that you have your websites updated and corrected, to 

make it perfectly clear that the Duchy of Cornwall is not a private estate, and that it is a 

benefit afforded to you in your role as heir, and is therefore part of the cost to the nation 

of maintaining the monarchy. 

Regards 

 

Graham Smith 

CEO 

Republic 


