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About the Resource Works Society 
Resource Works is an independent Society open to participation by British Columbians from all walks of life 

who are concerned about their future economic opportunities. It is a response to the widespread observation 

that low economic literacy is a barrier to meaningful public discourse on matters central to the quality of life 

of British Columbians. 

Resource Works communicates with British Columbians about the importance of the province's resource 

sectors for their personal well-being. It demonstrates how responsible development of British Columbia's 

resources creates jobs and innovation throughout the province, both directly and indirectly, while 

maintaining a clean and healthy environment. And Resource Works shows how the long-term economic 

future of British Columbia, including the Lower Mainland depends on the responsible development and 

extraction of the province’s resources. 
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About this report 
 
In Community Impacts we explore a topic that has important implications for BC’s economy, public policy 

process and social health. The purpose of this report is to demonstrate the economic impacts that flow from 

the natural resources sector to individual communities in BC, with a focus on urban municipalities in Metro 

Vancouver. 

It is important to illustrate the relationship between BC’s cities and its natural resources because that 

relationship is so easy to take for granted. British Columbians living in the province’s major cities can easily 

feel removed from BC’s resource sector, which is largely based on projects in rural and remote regions. But 

overlooking the benefits that flow from this important sector to all of BC can have significant consequences 

in terms of public policy. If too many British Columbians feel they and their communities do not benefit, or 

benefit very little, from natural resources, resource issues may not receive the public attention they warrant.  

Our research shows that not only is the natural resource sector a major economic driver for BC as a whole, 

but economic impacts from the sector reach every region of the province, including BC’s major urban areas. 

We hope that these findings will help promote an accurate understanding of how economic activity from the 

resource sector affects British Columbians at a local level. 

About the Author 
Peter Severinson is the Research Director at Resource Works. He has a background as a business journalist, 

having served for several years as the Assistant Editor of BCBusiness magazine. He has a master’s degree 

from the School of Public Policy at Simon Fraser University and has completed research and analysis work 

for several BC-based institutions, including the Business Council of BC, BC Housing, the City of Surrey, and 

the Western Region office of the Department of Canadian Heritage.  

Data, research and transparency 
The research process underlying this report was designed to be rigorous and transparent. Both the 

methodology and the final text were reviewed by independent research associates and members of 

Resource Works’ Advisory Council. Research material used includes: External statistical work commissioned 

from BC Stats, BC’s public statistical agency; data on industrial properties acquired from Landcor Data 

Corp., the data services affiliate of BC Assessment; and a survey of major resource firm conducted by 

Resource Works. Full data sets are available for download at www.resourceworks.com/community.html. 

 

 

http://www.resourceworks.com/community.html
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Summary 
The health of BC’s economy depends on exporting natural resources, yet many British Columbians can find it 

difficult to grasp how this economic activity benefits them and their communities. Urban British Columbians 

in particular are often largely unaware of how they or their neighbourhoods benefit from faraway resource 

projects. But as this report shows, the resource sector has a substantial economic impact in every region of 

BC, including those urban centres where such connections are often not obvious. 

As BC continues to struggle over how to best develop its natural resources, these economic connections are 

important to keep in mind. While many British Columbians don’t encounter resource activity in their day-to-

day lives, it would be a mistake to think that it doesn’t affect them. This report shows that the economic 

activity that flows from the resource sector is likely far more significant and far closer to home than many of 

us realize. 

Our research 
This report is based on the findings of three distinct research methods that, together, demonstrate the 

economic impact the resource sector has on BC as a whole, on BC’s major regions, and finally on eight 

municipalities in Metro Vancouver. 

BC-level findings 
At the BC-level, we present an analysis of GDP data from Statistics Canada showing that the natural 

resource sector is BC’s second largest major economic sector, with real estate and leasing being the biggest. 

We show that the resource sector accounts directly for about one out of every eight dollars in BC’s GDP. We 

then looked at the indirect impact the resource sector has on BC’s economy – that is, the extent to which 

non-resource industries depend on activity from the resource sector. We find that the resource sector has a 

significant indirect impact on employment in BC. One out of every 10 working British Columbians has a job 

that relies on natural resources, either directly in the resource sector itself or indirectly in non-resource 

industries that depend on the resource sector.  

Regional findings 
In order to illustrate the resource sector’s impact at the regional level, we use detailed property data from BC 

Assessment. According to this data, there are 32,000 industrial properties associated with the natural 

resource sector in BC, with about half of those being petroleum and gas exploration sites. We found 

hundreds of these properties in every region of BC. These include: 

 795 in the Lower Mainland – Southwest 

 1,265 in Vancouver Island – Coast 

 660 in Thompson – Okanagan 

 554 in the Kootenays 

  464 in the Cariboo 

 27,967 in the Northeast (including most of the exploration sites) 

 288 in the North Coast 

 188 in the Nechako region 
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Metro Vancouver findings 
Finally, we examine what the resource sector’s economic impact looks like at the city level by asking seven 

major resource firms to describe the companies they engage as suppliers in eight Metro Vancouver 

municipalities. The seven firms identified 1,665 suppliers1 with whom they did $1.3 billion worth of business 

in 2013. These include:  

 705 companies in Vancouver representing $732 million in business 

 327 companies in Surrey representing $230 million 

 111 companies in North Vancouver representing $162 million 

 213 companies in Richmond representing $62.8 million 

 159 companies in Burnaby representing $41.6 million 

 62 companies in Port Coquitlam representing $19.5 million 

 75 companies in Coquitlam representing $12.7 million 

 13 companies in Port Moody representing $8.1 million 

Thoughts about our findings 
Using a range of techniques, this report illustrates how economic activity from the resource sector affects 

British Columbians at the community level. It’s important to note that we present these findings as examples 

of the kinds of impacts that occur within municipalities. These findings do not describe the full extent of this 

impact. The difficulty of measuring community-level economic effects will remain a challenge for the 

conceivable future, which is one reason why this topic is often overlooked. 

But as this report shows, substantial economic impacts from the resource sector can be found at the 

community level. We can see that hundreds of local businesses in Metro Vancouver benefited from business 

worth more than a billion dollars in a single year from just seven major resource firms in 2013. That indicates 

a substantial local impact from the resource sector, even within urban BC where connections to natural 

resources can often be difficult to appreciate.  

As British Columbians continue the difficult process of determining what kinds of resource development 

they want in the province, it is important to remember that the economic activity generated by the resource 

sector is not just felt in unknown, far-off communities. Those benefits may be far bigger – and far closer to 

home – than many of us previously thought. 

 

 

  

                                                                    
1  Please note the double-counting issues described in our discussion of methods in Section 4 of this report. 
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1. Introduction and overview 
We British Columbians often seem to be in an endless struggle over how to develop our natural resources. 

We are a small trading province that relies heavily on exporting natural resources, but we also have a thriving 

civil society that demands high levels of social equity and environmental protection. These two aspects of 

our society are both great things, but they do not sit easily together. 

And so decisions over how we should best develop our natural resources cause significant and recurring 

social conflicts. In their defense, these conflicts are generally based on legitimate concerns, and the 

solutions we are occasionally able to find generally leave us all better off. But reaching these solutions is 

often a slow and painful process.  

One reason why it can be so difficult to find common ground in these debates is that the economic impact of 

the resource sector is not generally well understood. It’s easy to take it for granted. Most British Columbians 

likely have a vague impression that the natural resource sector is important to the province, but can feel 

pretty disconnected from it all – especially we urbanites. The resource sector often seems like a faraway 

thing that maybe benefits strangers living in communities a long way off.  

But that impression doesn’t do the sector justice. As this report shows, natural resources are BC’s second 

largest economic sector (after the real estate and leasing sector), providing jobs for one in 10 working British 

Columbians. This impact is felt in every region of the province, including urban areas where the sector 

supports a broad range of non-resource industries.  

Of course, this is not the only perspective on natural resource development that matters to British 

Columbians, but it does matter quite a bit. Today, BC’s biggest resource-development projects are being 

fiercely debated, and many of these debates are taking place at the municipal level. The findings from this 

report should serve as a reminder that the benefits of responsible resource development are widely shared, 

and, for most of us, there are more benefits closer to our own community than we might have first realized.  

Background: What we know and what we don’t 
Currently, little research has been done on the resource sector’s impact on BC communities. It seems this is 

largely because there aren’t any convenient public data sources that can be used to measure these kinds of 

effects, which means researchers who want to study this question need to gather their own information 

from scratch. However, a few recent examples of this kind of work exist, and they are worth discussing 

briefly. 

The impact of the mining sector in downtown Vancouver is the best recognized urban example of indirect 

benefits from natural resources. On its website, the Vancouver Economic Forum notes that Greater 

Vancouver is home to more than 800 global mining and mineral firms, with Vancouver in particular 

attracting many jobs associated with executive offices, including occupations in geological research, 

business administration, finance, engineering, and environmental consulting.2 The Mining Association of 

Canada estimates that there are 1,200 mineral exploration companies in BC, most of which are based in 

Greater Vancouver.3 

                                                                    
2  Vancouver Economic Forum website: http://www.vancouvereconomic.com/page/mining  
3  Mining Association of Canada, “Facts $ Figures 2013” 

http://www.vancouvereconomic.com/page/mining
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In 2013, Port Metro Vancouver released a comprehensive study of the community impacts of its operations. 

These findings are relevant to a discussion about the impact of the resource sector considering that natural 

resources account for about 80 percent of the goods handled by the port. The study finds that the port’s 

activities in 2012 had a direct impact on BC’s GDP worth $3.5 billion, 85 percent of which was centred in 

Greater Vancouver. The port also had a direct employment impact of 38,200 jobs, more than 90 percent of 

which occurred in Greater Vancouver. The port’s indirect impact throughout BC adds a further $2.3 billion 

and 25,000 jobs to those figures.4 

The report breaks down the direct economic impact by community and region, as shown below: 

 

Region Direct GDP impact 
(millions) 

Direct employment 
impact (jobs) 

Vancouver $1,100 13,900 
Richmond $400 5,200 
North Vancouver (district) $360 3,500 
Surrey $190 1,800 
Burnaby 
 

$80 1,000 

All Metro Vancouver $3,000 35,100 

All British Columbia $3,500 38,200 
 

Source: Port Metro Vancouver, May 2013, “2012 Port Metro Vancouver Economic Impact Study” 

 

 

In a study released in 2012, the Canadian Association of Petroleum Producer (CAPP) illustrates the economic 

impact that Canadian oil sands operations have at the community level in BC by listing BC-based companies 

that supply oil-sands firms.5 CAPP’s findings for communities in the Lower Mainland are described below: 

                                                                    
4 Port Metro Vancouver, May 2013, “2012 Port Metro Vancouver Economic Impact Study,” (Prepared by 

InterVistas) 
5  Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, 2012, “B.C. Suppliers to Canadian Oil Sands” 
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City Number of suppliers supporting 
oil sands operations 

 
Vancouver 68 
Richmond 31 
Surrey 28 
Burnaby 26 
Delta 21 
Coquitlam 13 

Langley 12 

North Vancouver 8 

West Vancouver 4 

Abbotsford 3 

Port Coquitlam 3 

 
Total 

 
217 

 

Source: Canadian Association of Petroleum Producers, 2012, “B.C. Suppliers to Canadian Oil Sands” 

 

 

These studies confirm the basic idea that the natural resources sector has significant economic impacts in BC 

communities, even in urban areas where the links back to natural resources aren’t always apparent. A major 

limitation of these studies is that they generally focus on a single industry. No study published recently 

provides evidence about the local impacts of BC’s resource sector as a whole. This suggests that a more 

broad-based analysis of the resource-sector’s community-level impacts is warranted. 

Our objective: To illustrate the resource sector’s impact at the community level 
The primary objective of this report is to demonstrate the kinds of benefits the natural resources sector 

provides at the community level in BC. Considering that debates around natural-resource projects are 

increasingly taking place at the community level, this is becoming an ever more relevant topic to explore. 

Also, the fact that very little current information on community impacts exists means that this report may 

serve to fill some important gaps in understanding about the effects of BC’s resource sector. 

Our process: Using several tools to answer a tough question 
There’s a good reason why so little writing exists on the community-level impact of the natural resource 

sector (or any other sector for that matter): there’s simply too little data. Statistics Canada is the go-to 

source for economic data in Canada. And while their rich data sets can be used to do sophisticated analysis 

at the national and provincial levels, the data is substantially weaker or non-existent at the local level. This 

means that a lot of what we might be able to figure out for BC as a whole we simply cannot do for the city of 

Burnaby or Terrace, for instance. So if we’re going to explore impacts at the municipal level, we’re going to 

need to use additional sources of information.6 

                                                                    
6  For a detailed description of our methodology, please see the Appendix 
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The BC level 
This report begins by describing the importance of the resource sector for BC as a whole. This is done by a 

review of Statistics Canada data to describe the direct impact of the resource sector itself. These findings are 

enhanced through economic modelling performed by BC Stats to describe the sector’s indirect impact as 

well – that is, the economic impact the resource sector has on non-resource industries.  

The regional level 
Next, we examine the presence of the resource sector within BC’s major regions. This is done using detailed 

property data from BC Assessment. Using these records of individual properties, we can identify industrial 

sites related to natural resource industries and show where they are located, giving us a clear picture of the 

resource sector’s actual footprint throughout the province. 

The city level 
And lastly, we look at the economic impacts of the resource sector within individual cities. To accomplish 

this we asked seven major resource firms to provide detailed accounts of the suppliers they engaged in eight 

Metro Vancouver cities. Metro Vancouver cities were chosen based on the concept that BC’s urban areas are 

where the connection with the resource sector is least obvious. 

What we found: A sector that affects every part of BC 
Our findings show that natural resources are indeed a major part of BC’s economy. And the effects of the 

sector are felt in every region of the province – including in urban areas that are perhaps not normally 

thought of as benefiting from natural resources. 

The BC level 
At the BC level, we found that natural resources are BC’s second largest economic sector (after real estate 

and leasing) and about one in 10 working British Columbians have jobs that rely on natural resources. The 

employment numbers account for those people directly employed in the resource sector and those 

employed in non-resource sectors that depend on activity from the resource sector.7 

The regional level 
We identified 32,000 industrial properties directly associated with natural resource activities in BC, with 

about half of those being petroleum and gas exploration sites. We found hundreds of these properties in 

every region of BC. These include: 

 795 in the Lower Mainland – Southwest 

 1,265 in Vancouver Island – Coast 

 660 in Thompson – Okanagan 

 554 in the Kootenays 

  464 in the Cariboo 

 27,967 in the Northeast (including most of the exploration sites) 

 288 in the North Coast 

 188 in the Nechako region 

                                                                    
7  We do not, however, include “induced” effects in this total, which is the economic activity associated with the 

wages paid to workers in the resource sector. 
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The city level 
It’s important to note that the seven companies that participated in our supply-chain survey are only a part 

of BC’s resource sector. These results are an example of the kinds of impacts that the resource sector has at 

the city level; they don’t describe the entire impact. According to this survey, seven big resource firms 

identified 1,665 suppliers8 in eight Metro Vancouver municipalities with whom they did $1.3 billion worth of 

business in 2013. These include: 

 705 companies in Vancouver representing $732 million in business 

 327 companies in Surrey representing $230 million 

 111 companies in North Vancouver representing $162 million 

 213 companies in Richmond representing $62.8 million 

 159 companies in Burnaby representing $41.6 million 

 62 companies in Port Coquitlam representing $19.5 million 

 75 companies in Coquitlam representing $12.7 million 

 13 companies in Port Moody representing $8.1 million 

Thoughts on how to use our findings 
Our findings are best described as an illustration of the resource sector’s impact on BC communities. Based 

on this research, we can describe what kinds of economic impacts the resource sector has on the city level, 

and what those impacts look like. It’s important to note that it is still not possible to describe all such impacts 

in detail. For instance, our city-level research only counts business flowing from seven major resource firms. 

It does not account for a vast range of other economic inputs that flow from the resource sector, including 

the food, gasoline, electricity and raw materials that make our high standards of living possible.  

That big picture is still not completely revealed, but hopefully, future work will help illuminate it even more. 

Nevertheless, what we’ve found are instructive examples that help us better understand that big picture. It’s 

noteworthy that even a relatively small part of the resource sector (just seven companies) can account for 

such a large economic impact in urban BC communities. And as public debates and discussions continue 

over resource development at the community level in BC, that picture is worth keeping in mind. 

  

                                                                    
8  Please note the double-counting issues described in our discussion of methods in Section 4 of this report. 
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2. The resource sector and BC 
Our analysis of the resource sector’s impact on BC communities begins with a look at the province as a 

whole. Understanding the extent to which natural resources provide economic activity and employment in 

BC provides important context for a more focused discussion of the sector’s impact at the community level. 

It’s also worth noting that it is at the provincial level where we have the best data. The information we can 

use to describe the sector at the provincial level is far richer than what is available in the local level, so it is 

worth spending some time to see what it can tell us. 

Our findings show that natural resources are BC’s second largest economic sector (after real estate and 

leasing) in terms of its direct contribution to BC’s GDP. We also found that about one in 10 working British 

Columbians have jobs that rely on natural resources, counting those directly employed in the resource 

industry and those indirectly employed in non-resource industries. 

Looking at BC as a whole: Our methods 
In order to measure the resource sector’s economic impact in BC, we must first define it. Resource Works 

endeavours to use a consistent and well-supported definition of the resource sector. That definition includes 

the following elements: 

 Mining 

 Forestry 

 Oil and gas 

 Agriculture (including hunting, trapping and fishery) 

 Direct support services for these primary industries 

 Electrical power9 

 Primary wood and metal manufacturing10 

 Pipeline transportation 

Our analysis begins with a look at the direct impact of the resource sector on BC’s GDP. This accounts for the 

economic activity of natural-resource industries themselves but does not account for the economic activity 

the resource sector generates in other industries. Considering that the resource sector is responsible for 

nearly 80 percent of BC’s merchandise exports,11 we would expect its indirect impact on the economy to be 

substantial. 

                                                                    
9  Electrical power generation and distribution are included in our definition of natural resources because in BC this 

activity is dominated by hydro power, which is based on BC’s water resources. We do not include other utilities 
functions such as sewers and water distribution in our definition of natural resources. These are separated out 
into a category called “utilities systems.” 

10 Primary wood and metal manufacturing are well-accepted components of the natural resource sector because 
these sectors are inextricably linked to the raw resources being extracted nearby. See for instance Cross, P., 
(2008), “The Role of Natural Resources in Canada’s Economy,” Statistics Canada; and Alasia, A., & Hardie, D.J., 
(2011), “Employment Shifts in Natural Resource Sectors,” Statistics Canada. Petroleum and coal manufacturing 
would also fall into our definition of the resource sector, but these figures are not available for BC. This sector is 
very small in BC, and Statistics Canada has not made details available for privacy reasons.    

11 BC Stats, Imports and Exports, 2014 
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To help account for this important indirect economic impact, we commissioned BC Stats to perform an 

assessment using a standard economic modelling tool, the Input-Output model. This model uses real-world 

tax information to chart spending between industries, allowing for a realistic picture of how firms in different 

industries rely upon one another.  

Direct impacts: BC’s second-biggest sector 
An analysis of the direct impact of the resource sector shows that it contributed $22.2 billion to BC’s GDP in 

2010 (the most recent year for which real GDP figures are available), which represents about one in every 

eight dollars in BC’s economy. As shown in Table 1, this makes natural resources the second largest sector in 

BC, after real estate and leasing. To allow for a sound comparison between sectors, this summary does not 

include any indirect GDP impacts. 

 

TABLE 1: BC’s 2010 GDP, by sector ($ millions) 

 

Source: Statistics Canada, Cansim table 379-0030  

Note 1: Values are in 2010 current dollars 

Note 2:  “Manufacturing” and “Transportation” do not include those sub-industries that are counted as part 

of the natural resource sector (see resource sector definition above) 

Note 3: “Utilities systems” describes natural gas distribution, water, sewage and other systems 

 

 

This comparison gives us a good picture of the BC economy’s overall reliance on the natural resource sector. 

Where it falls short is that it does not describe the extent to which other sectors rely on business from 

natural resources. To do this, we turn to our findings from the Input-Output model. 

Sector GDP Percent of BC's total GDP

Real estate and rental and leasing 33,371 17.82

Natural resources 22,229 11.87

Construction 14,389 7.68

Health care and social assistance 13,952 7.45

Public administration 12,504 6.68

Finance and insurance 11,711 6.25

Retail trade 11,612 6.20

Educational services 10,680 5.70

Professional, scientific and technical services 10,370 5.54

Wholesale trade 7,550 4.03

Transportation and warehousing 7,393 3.95

Information and cultural industries 6,787 3.62

Manufacturing 6,721 3.59

Accommodation and food services 5,505 2.94

Administrative and support, waste management 4,834 2.58

Other services (except public administration) 4,530 2.42

Arts, entertainment and recreation 1,991 1.06

Management of companies and enterprises 1,244 0.66

Utilities 1,166 0.62

TOTAL 187,292 100.00
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Indirect impacts: A sector that contributes to other industries 
The economic modelling that allows us to show the indirect impact of BC’s natural resource sector was 

carried out by BC Stats using a conservative methodology. Special attention was paid to ensure that only 

outputs from the resource industries that went to non-resource industries were counted. Because of the 

complexity of constructing the model, the most recent available information is for 2010.12 

For this study we are limiting our analysis to looking at direct effects (which include activities inside the 

resource sector itself) and indirect effects (which describes activities that take place in non-resource 

industries linked to demand from the resource sector). There is a third level of analysis that we are not 

including in this analysis: induced effects, which describe the economic activity that results from workers 

spending their wages. This measure is sometimes included in measures of economic impact, and sometimes 

not. For this analysis, we are following a precedent set in a similar study conducted by Natural Resources 

Canada, which does not count induced effects.13 We also felt that by leaving these figures out of our totals, 

we ensure that our findings are conservative.  

Table 2 shows that the BC resource sector had a direct impact of about $23 billion on the BC economy in 

2010, and an indirect impact of $4 billion. The non-resource industries most affected by the indirect impact 

include finance and real estate, wholesale trade, transportation, construction, professional services and 

manufacturing. 

                                                                    
12 The BC Input-Output model is built using on extensive information from tax filings, which take a long time to 

compile and test. The most recent model available is built with 2008 data that has been updated to reflect 2010. 
13 Natural Resources Canada, “Key Facts and Figures on the Natural Resources Sector,”  

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013 

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013
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TABLE 2: The BC resource sector’s indirect GDP impact, by industry, 2010 ($ millions) 

 

Source: Custom I-O run, BC Stats, September 2014 

Note 1: Values are in 2010 basic prices 

 

 

These results show us that the indirect impact of the resource sector on GDP is fairly modest, amounting to 

about 15 percent of the sector’s total GDP contribution. The clear majority of the GDP impact from the 

resource sector comes from within the sector itself. However, we can see that indirect employment from 

natural resource industries accounts for a much larger share of total employment from this sector, as shown 

in Table 3. We see that more than a quarter of all jobs associated with the resource sector are created in non-

resource industries, with the majority of those in finance and real estate, construction, services, wholesale 

trade, transportation, professional and technical services, and administration. 

Indirect impact by sector Amount

Finance, insurance, real estate and rental & leasing 1,072$           

Wholesale trade 447$              

Transportation and warehousing 417$              

Construction 400$              

Professional, scientific and technical services 337$              

Manufacturing 307$              

Other services (except public administration) 258$              

Administrative and and other support 205$              

Information and cultural industries 167$              

Retail trade 138$              

Government sector 99$                 

Accommodation and food services 61$                 

Support activities for agriculture and resource sector adj 50$                 

Arts, entertainment and recreation 14$                 

Crop and animal production 11$                 

Education services 5$                   

Health care and social assistance 5$                   

Non-profit institutions serving households 1$                   

Resource sector direct GDP impact 23,282$        

Resource sector indirect GDP impact 3,994$           

Total GDP impact 27,276$        
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TABLE 3: The BC resource sector’s indirect employment impact, by industry, 2010 (persons) 

 

Source: Custom I-O run, BC Stats, September 2014 

 

 

Concluding thoughts: A conservative assessment of resource impacts 
It’s worth putting these numbers into some perspective. At more than 184,000 jobs, that means that roughly 

one out of 10 working British Columbians had a job that depended on BC’s natural resource sector in 2010.14 

And remember, that is only counting those jobs that are either directly within resource industries, or that 

can be closely tied to outputs from those industries. There are other impacts that are more loosely 

connected to the resource sector that we have elected not to include in our total. We’ve set our boundaries 

in such a way so that we can confidently say that our findings are free from exaggeration. If anything, the 

totals used in this report underestimate the full impact of the resource sector in terms of GDP and 

employment. 

  

                                                                    
14 Earlier in 2014, Natural Resources Canada carried out a study on the indirect impact of the resource sector in 

Canada, using a similar methodology. They found that roughly one in 10 Canadians was employed in jobs that 
depend on natural resources, which suggests that BC sits at the national average in terms of resource-
dependent employment. See: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013  

Indirect impact by sector Amount

Finance, insurance, real estate and rental & leasing 7,697

Construction 6,296

Other services (except public administration) 5,534

Wholesale trade 5,428

Transportation and warehousing 5,238

Professional, scientific and technical services 4,888

Administrative and and other support 4,834

Retail trade 3,124

Manufacturing 2,838

Accommodation and food services 1,886

Support activities for agriculture and resource sector 1,841

Information and cultural industries 1,115

Government sector 980

Arts, entertainment and recreation 480

Crop and animal production 326

Education services 183

Health care and social assistance 59

Non-profit institutions serving households 17

Fishing, hunting and trapping 2

Resource sector direct employment impact 131,650

Resource sector indirect employment impact 52,766

Total employment impact 184,416

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013
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3. The resource sector and BC’s regions 
The previous chapter left us with some useful numbers for describing the overall role the resource sector 

plays in the BC economy. It’s BC’s second largest sector, accounting for roughly one in every eight dollars of 

GDP, and about one in 10 working British Columbians have jobs that depend on natural resources. And as 

discussed, we have taken care to generate these numbers using moderate techniques. So with that as a 

baseline, we turn our attention to how these benefits are experienced closer to home, beginning at the 

regional level. 

 

TABLE 4: Resource-related industrial properties in BC, 2013, by industry and by region 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order through Landcor Data Corp. 

   

 

LOWER MAINLAND - SOUTHWEST CARIBOO

Industry Number Industry Number

Forest products 604 Forest products 212

Mines and minerals 48 Mines and minerals 26

Oil and gas 143 Oil and gas 226

TOTAL 795 TOTAL 464

VANCOUVER ISLAND - COAST NORTHEAST

Industry Number Industry Number

Forest products 1,054 Forest products 96

Mines and minerals 104 Mines and minerals 79

Oil and gas 107 Oil and gas 27,792

TOTAL 1,265 TOTAL 27,967

THOMPSON - OKANAGAN NORTH COAST

Industry Number Industry Number

Forest products 195 Forest products 177

Mines and minerals 185 Mines and minerals 21

Oil and gas 280 Oil and gas 90

TOTAL 660 TOTAL 288

KOOTENAY NECHAKO

Industry Number Industry Number

Forest products 147 Forest products 96

Mines and minerals 125 Mines and minerals 31

Oil and gas 282 Oil and gas 61

TOTAL 554 TOTAL 188

TOTAL - all regions: 32,181
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Illustrating the impact with property data 
Unfortunately, we can’t repeat the economic analysis we did at the BC level for either regions or cities. The 

data is simply not detailed enough at these levels to allow us to clearly separate resource and non-resource 

industries. So if we are going to get a better idea of how the resource sector affects regions and 

communities, we’re going to need to use new kinds of data. 

Fortunately, we have some options. A particularly rich source of local data in BC comes from BC Assessment, 

the government agency that collects annual property data, which is used to determine property values and 

property taxes. Through their information services affiliate, Landcor Data Corp., Resource Works has 

acquired a complete list of industrial properties in BC related to natural resources. This list demonstrates 

that the natural resource sector touches every region in the province.  

In total, BC Assessment counts 32,000 industrial properties in BC related to natural resources, about half of 

which are petroleum and gas exploration sites. Additionally, there are 284 properties for sawmills, 258 for 

mining and milling, and 129 for petroleum bulk plants. As shown in Table 4, there are hundreds of these 

kinds of properties in every region of BC.  

For this step of our research, we deviate slightly from our earlier definition of the resource sector. For the 

sake of clarity, we look only at BC’s three biggest resource industries: forest products, mines and minerals, 

and oil and gas. In order to keep the size of our property list manageable, we do not include properties 

related to agriculture or utilities. It’s important to note that this exercise will only give us a partial picture of 

the resource sector in BC. Most importantly, this list only includes industrial sites, and even then it leaves out 

many industrial activities that are closely linked with the resource sector, such as ports, railways and 

warehouses. The goal of this exercise is not to be completely comprehensive, but rather to illustrate how 

BC’s resource sector touches every part of the province. 

The remainder of this section is devoted to examining the resource-related industrial properties in each of 

BC’s major regions. 
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With 795 resource-related industrial 

properties, the Lower Mainland and 

Southwest regions of BC are some of the most 

resource-active in the province. Three 

quarters of these properties are devoted to 

the forest products industry, including 318 

properties designated as logging operations. 

Miscellaneous forestry properties are the next 

most common type, at 142 sites, followed by 

oil and gas transportation pipelines, presents 

at 90 locations. 

The Lower Mainland – Southwest region is 

also home to 44 properties for sawmills, 32 

properties for shingles mills and 15 for mining 

and milling operations (counting both metallic 

and non-metallic types). This demonstrates 

the important role BC’s southwest plays in the 

initial processing of natural resources.  

 

 

  

TABLE 5.1:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Lower Mainland – Southwest, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Logging operations, including storage 318

Misc. forestry and allied industries             142

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               90

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 49

Sawmills 44

Shingle mills 32

Misc. mining and allied industries 22

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 20

Mining & milling, non-metallic 12

Misc. petroleum 11

Petroleum bulk plants 11

Primary metal industries (Iron & steel mills) 9

Oil refining plants 8

Paper box, bag and other remanufacturing 6

Plywood mills 5

Planer mills 4

Pulp & paper mills 4

Liquid gas storage plants 3

Mining & milling, metallic 3

Mining (coal) 2

TOTAL - Forest products 604

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 48

TOTAL - Oil and gas 143

TOTAL - All properties 795
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Resource properties in the Vancouver Island 

and Coast region are overwhelmingly related 

to forestry, which make up more than four 

fifths of the region’s total properties. More 

than two thirds of this region’s resource-

related industrial properties fit into the 

“logging operations” category. Processing 

facilities for the forest products sector are also 

well represented, with 55 sawmill properties, 

39 pulp and paper mill properties, 22 lumber 

remanufacturing properties, nine shingle mill 

properties, and 76 miscellaneous forestry 

properties.  

Other industries are also present in the region 

in significant numbers, including 71 oil and gas 

pumping and compression stations, 64 mining 

and milling sites (counting metallic and non-

metallic), and 35 sites for miscellaneous 

mining activities. 

 

 

  

TABLE 5.2:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Vancouver Island – Coast, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Logging operations, including storage 853

Misc. forestry and allied industries             76

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 71

Mining & milling, non-metallic 60

Sawmills 55

Pulp & paper mills 39

Misc. mining and allied industries 35

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 22

Petroleum bulk plants 22

Misc. petroleum 11

Shingle mills 9

Mining & milling, metallic 4

Gas scrubbing plants 3

Primary metal industries (Iron & steel mills) 3

Mining (coal) 2

TOTAL - Forest products 1,054

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 104

TOTAL - Oil and gas 107

TOTAL - All properties 1,265
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The Thompson – Okanagan region has one of 

the most diverse resource footprints of all BC’s 

regions, with a roughly equal breakdown 

between forestry, mining, and oil and gas 

properties. Notable examples of the region’s 

diverse resource activities include 171 mining 

and milling sites (metallic and non-metallic), 

59 logging operations, 41 sawmills, and 20 

petroleum bulk plants.  

 

 

  

TABLE 5.3:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Thompson – Okanagan, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               208

Mining & milling, metallic 154

Logging operations, including storage 59

Sawmills 41

Misc. forestry and allied industries             39

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 36

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 27

Petroleum bulk plants 20

Misc. petroleum 19

Mining & milling, non-metallic 17

Misc. mining and allied industries 9

Planer mills 7

Plywood mills 7

Liquid gas storage plants 6

Primary metal industries (Iron & steel mills) 3

Shingle mills 3

Mining (coal) 2

Paper box, bag and other remanufacturing 2

Pulp & paper mills 1

TOTAL - Forest products 195

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 185

TOTAL - Oil and gas 280

TOTAL - All properties 660
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Like the nearby Thompson – Okanagan 

region, the Kootenays also demonstrate a 

diverse resource economy, with equivalent 

representation of all three major resource 

industries. These properties include 54 sites 

for mining and milling (metallic and non-

metallic), 50 sites for sawmills, 47 for coal 

mining and 24 for petroleum bulk plants, in 

addition to a broad mix of sites for support 

activities.  

 

 

  

TABLE 5.4:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Kootenay, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               204

Sawmills 50

Misc. forestry and allied industries             48

Mining (coal) 47

Mining & milling, metallic 36

Logging operations, including storage 31

Petroleum & gas exploration 27

Petroleum bulk plants 24

Misc. mining and allied industries 20

Mining & milling, non-metallic 18

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 11

Misc. petroleum 8

Production pipelines 8

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 7

Pulp & paper mills 5

Liquid gas storage plants 4

Smelting & refining 4

Shingle mills 2

TOTAL - Forest products 147

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 125

TOTAL - Oil and gas 282

TOTAL - All properties 554
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At first glance, the Cariboo region may seem 

dominated by oil and gas activity, but 

considering that most of these properties are 

sites for oil and gas pipelines, it’s really 

forestry that stands out. The Cariboo region 

includes 59 sites for sawmills, 15 sites for pulp 

and paper mills and 10 sites for lumber 

remanufacturing plus a host of other 

properties associated with forestry, including 

81 sites for miscellaneous forestry activity and 

33 for logging operations. 

 

 

  

TABLE 5.5:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Cariboo, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               175

Misc. forestry and allied industries             81

Sawmills 59

Logging operations, including storage 33

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 20

Misc. petroleum 19

Pulp & paper mills 15

Mining & milling, metallic 13

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 10

Petroleum bulk plants 9

Planer mills 9

Misc. mining and allied industries 8

Mining & milling, non-metallic 5

Plywood mills 4

Oil refining plants 3

Shingle mills 1

TOTAL - Forest products 212

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 26

TOTAL - Oil and gas 226

TOTAL - All properties 464
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 In terms of the sheer number of natural-

resource related properties in this list, the 

Northeast dominates the rest of the province, 

with almost 28,000 sites. However, this total 

may be a bit deceiving because the vast 

majority of these sites are categorized as 

“petroleum and gas exploration,” on which 

one would expect relatively little economic 

activity compared to, say, a sawmill or a mine. 

That being said, the oil and gas industry is 

clearly a dominant economic force in this 

region, with the Northeast boasting 196 sites 

for petroleum pumping and compression 

stations, 50 for gas scrubbing plants, 21 for 

petroleum bulk plants and 1,905 properties for 

miscellaneous oil and gas activities. While we 

have not included utilities in this analysis for 

reasons cited earlier, it should be noted that 

hydro-electric and wind power projects make 

an important economic contribution in the 

Northeast, and that this is predicted to grow 

significantly. 

While it has a smaller footprint in the 

Northeast than oil and gas, the mining sector 

is well represented with 37 sites for mining and 

milling (metallic and non-metallic), 27 for coal 

mining and 15 for miscellaneous mining 

activities. 

TABLE 5.6:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Northeast, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Petroleum & gas exploration 15,626

Production pipelines 9,610

Misc. petroleum 1,905

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               383

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 196

Logging operations, including storage 54

Gas scrubbing plants 50

Misc. forestry and allied industries             28

Mining (coal) 27

Mining & milling, metallic 22

Petroleum bulk plants 21

Mining & milling, non-metallic 15

Misc. mining and allied industries 15

Plywood mills 5

Sawmills 5

Pulp & paper mills 3

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 1

Oil refining plants 1

TOTAL - Forest products 96

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 79

TOTAL - Oil and gas 27,792

TOTAL - All properties 27,967
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The North Coast region, much like the 

Vancouver Island – Coast region, is home to a 

substantial number of properties associated 

with forestry. These include nine sites for 

sawmills and five for shingle mills, as well as 

98 logging operations sites and 57 properties 

for miscellaneous forestry activities. Other 

properties for significant resource activity 

include 11 sites for metallic mining and milling 

and 11 for petroleum bulk plants. 

Rail and marine transportation of resources in 

Prince Rupert (coal, minerals and wheat) are a 

major economic force in the North Coast 

economy, but they are excluded here. 

  

TABLE 5.7:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

North Coast, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Logging operations, including storage 98

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               71

Misc. forestry and allied industries             57

Mining & milling, metallic 11

Petroleum bulk plants 11

Sawmills 9

Misc. mining and allied industries 7

Misc. petroleum 6

Pulp & paper mills 6

Shingle mills 5

Smelting & refining 3

Liquid gas storage plants 1

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 1

Petroleum & gas exploration 1

Planer mills 1

TOTAL - Forest products 177

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 21

TOTAL - Oil and gas 90

TOTAL - All properties 288
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While Nechako has the smallest number of 

overall resource-related properties in the 

province, it boasts some significant assets, 

including 21 sites for sawmills, 19 sites for 

mining and milling (metallic and non-metallic) 

and 11 for petroleum bulk plants. These sites 

are supported by a variety of associated 

property types, including 47 sites for logging 

operations, 23 for miscellaneous forestry 

activity, 10 sites for miscellaneous mining 

activity and eight sites for miscellaneous oil 

and gas activity. 

  

TABLE 5.8:  Resource-related industrial properties, 

Nechako, 2013 

 

Source: BC Assessment, 2013, by custom order 

through Landcor Data Corp. 

 

Property type Number

Logging operations, including storage 47

Oil & gas transportation pipelines                               39

Misc. forestry and allied industries             23

Sawmills 21

Mining & milling, metallic 15

Petroleum bulk plants 11

Misc. mining and allied industries 10

Misc. petroleum 8

Lumber remanufacturing other than sawmills 5

Mining & milling, non-metallic 4

Oil & gas pumping & compressor stations 3

Mining (coal) 1

Smelting & refining 1

TOTAL - Forest products 96

TOTAL - Mines and minerals 31

TOTAL - Oil and gas 61

TOTAL - All properties 188
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4. The resource sector and Metro Vancouver 
At this point, we have established that the resource sector is a crucial component of BC’s economy, 

accounting for one out of eight dollars of direct GDP (making it BC’s second largest sector) and directly and 

indirectly employing one out of 10 working British Columbians. We have also looked at detailed property 

data and found that the sector touches every region of the province. The final component of this report aims 

to demonstrate the resource sector’s impact at the community level. 

A focus on Metro Vancouver 
As discussed, the quality and reliability of data we can use to describe the economic impact of the resource 

sector declines the closer we try to get to the community level. Rich and detailed public data are available at 

the provincial level but not at the regional or city level. And so, in order to demonstrate the resource sector’s 

impact at the community level, we need to gather our own information. 

Our first task was to make a difficult decision about which communities to study. Ideally, we will one day 

have a method that can produce estimates of the resource sector’s community impact for any city in the 

province, but we’re not there yet. What we can do is offer findings that illustrate the sort of impacts the 

sector has on a select group of cities. 

We chose to focus on eight municipalities in Metro Vancouver. These cities were chosen partly because they 

are decidedly “urban” locations: communities where connections to the resource sector are arguably not 

well understood. Our logic was that the citizens of BC’s “resource towns” are probably relatively well aware 

of the economic links they have with the resource sector, while those links are far murkier in Metro 

Vancouver. 

Our method: A supply-chain survey of major resource firms 
The methodology we chose is a supply-chain survey of seven major resource firms.15 We asked the 

participating companies to provide an anonymized list of all the suppliers they had engaged in Vancouver, 

Surrey, Burnaby, Richmond, North Vancouver, Port Moody, Coquitlam and Port Coquitlam in 2013. We 

asked that they list the city in which each supplier was located, a general description of the supplier’s 

business, and the value of their business with that supplier in 2013.  

The results of this survey allow us to demonstrate the financial impact the resource sector has in urban BC, 

and illustrate the broad range of industries that benefit from that business, which includes a variety of 

industrial, commercial and professional enterprises. All told, our participants listed 1,665 suppliers with 

whom they did $1.3 billion worth of business in 2013. Table 6 shows a breakdown of what we found in each 

of the eight municipalities. 

                                                                    
15 Our respondents were: Catalyst Paper, Copper Mountain Mining, Encana, New Gold, Taseko Mines, Teck 

Resources, and Western Forest Products. 
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TABLE 6: Metro Vancouver suppliers engaged by seven resource companies in 2013  

 

     

 

There are a few limitations to this method that are important to mention. First, as our data comes from just 

seven resource firms, we do not claim that these results reflect the total impact of the resource sector in 

these cities. Nor do we claim that the impact described here is representative of that total impact. Had we 

VANCOUVER NORTH VANCOUVER

Business type Number Value Business type Number Value

Materials and equipment 224 383,867,919$    Transportation 9 134,724,138$     

Transportation 55 143,655,427$    Materials and equipment 40 10,858,427$        

Professional services 300 119,402,942$    Industrial services 12 10,691,187$        

Industrial services 33 73,434,460$      Professional services 35 5,502,119$          

Other 66 9,163,587$         Technology 5 267,662$              

Technology 19 2,134,813$         Other 8 212,518$              

Facilities 8 432,634$            Facilities 2 3,444$                  

TOTAL 705 732,091,782$    TOTAL 111 162,259,495$     

SURREY COQUITLAM

Business type Number Value Business type Number Value

Professional services 37 62,491,597$      Materials and equipment 49 8,013,681$          

Materials and equipment 191 56,177,329$      Industrial services 9 2,306,519$          

Industrial services 43 51,056,857$      Professional services 5 1,739,559$          

Transportation 36 35,999,499$      Transportation 7 491,273$              

Facilities 5 24,202,142$      Facilities 2 87,903$                

Other 15 301,784$            Other 3 70,284$                

TOTAL 327 230,229,208$    TOTAL 75 12,709,218$        

RICHMOND PORT COQUITLAM

Business type Number Value Business type Number Value

Materials and equipment 108 21,352,644$      Industrial services 10 10,896,965$        

Industrial services 19 16,716,963$      Materials and equipment 43 7,844,096$          

Transportation 25 14,281,567$      Professional services 6 654,405$              

Professional services 43 8,009,562$         Facilities 2 66,089$                

Facilities 3 1,853,187$         Other 1 1,759$                  

Technology 6 512,780$            TOTAL 62 19,463,315$        

Other 9 65,151$               

TOTAL 213 62,791,853$      PORT MOODY

Business type Number Value

BURNABY Transportation 3 6,367,280$          

Business type Number Value Professional services 3 1,492,108$          

Materials and equipment 71 23,045,370$      Technology 1 128,924$              

Industrial services 29 10,723,837$      Materials and equipment 5 62,178$                

Professional services 44 6,738,144$         Industrial services 1 45,056$                

Facilities 5 835,374$            TOTAL 13 8,095,545$          

Transportation 3 231,280$            

Other 6 33,236$               ALL CITIES

Technology 1 28,566$                Number Value

TOTAL 159 41,635,808$      TOTAL 1,665 1,269,276,225$  
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received feedback from a different group of companies, we would expect the overall patterns to be 

different. The findings presented here are meant to be illustrative. This is the economic impact of seven 

companies engaging suppliers in eight Metro Vancouver municipalities. That’s the story we can tell, and we 

tell it in hopes that it helps create a better understanding of what the resource sector’s contribution to local 

economies looks like, even if we can’t describe the full impact in detail. 

A second point worth mentioning is that we asked our participants to not identify their suppliers. This was 

done to preserve the confidentiality of those who did not explicitly consent to participate in the study. 

Because of this, we do not know if certain respondents are engaging the same suppliers. There is, therefore, 

an unknown level of double counting in our complete list, and the total number of firms engaged in our eight 

cities is almost certainly less than the 1,665 lines of data we collected. Throughout this section, we use the 

full number of suppliers identified in our survey results, understanding that these numbers include an 

unknown level of double counting. This uncertainty is partially addressed by also including the dollar value of 

the business our respondents did with each supplier. Because the value of the business does not change 

depending on whether our respondents hired the same suppliers or different ones, this measure does not 

pose a double-counting problem. Therefore, we always include a dollar-value amount whenever we mention 

a number of suppliers. 

The remainder of this section is a city-by-city breakdown of our survey findings. 
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The seven companies that participated in our survey listed 705 suppliers in the city of Vancouver with which 

they did $732 million worth of business. This means that out of all the business that the seven resource firms 

did in these eight Metro Vancouver cities, more than half was done in the city of Vancouver itself. 

The most common type of supplier engaged in Vancouver were professional service providers, which 

includes engineering, legal services, financial services, environmental services, and consulting. Three 

hundred such companies did businesses worth $119.4 million with the seven resource firms.  

However, the greatest amount of money spent in Vancouver was for materials and equipment, with energy 

being the single most valuable commodity.16 There were 224 Vancouver-based materials and equipment 

providers in our list, accounting for $383.9 million in sales. Transportation was another important area, with 

55 suppliers accounting for $143.7 million in business. Vancouver stands out from other cities for its 

technology providers, which accounts for 19 companies doing $2.1 million worth of business with the seven 

resource firms in 2013. 

                                                                    
16 We did not ask our respondents to provide detailed accounts of what their business which each supplier 

involved; however, we can make a few educated guesses. The large amounts described as “energy” most likely 
describe large purchases of electricity and vehicle fuel. 
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TABLE 7.1: Suppliers in Vancouver engaged by seven resource firms, 2013 

 

     

 

 

 

  

Suppliers Number Value Suppliers Number Value

Energy 15 212,524,686$      Accounting 11 657,373$          

Transportation 46 108,004,890$      Fuel 1 440,867$          

Chemicals 8 101,781,887$      Equipment & Equipment Services 17 426,583$          

Financial Services 98 54,626,188$        Communication/Advertising 13 411,525$          

Engineering 33 44,343,693$        Fuels & Lubricants 2 388,262$          

Construction 5 32,553,478$        Software 1 331,301$          

Freight 4 32,103,163$        Employee 35 321,619$          

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 135 27,104,557$        Facilities 3 293,862$          

Resources 5 26,616,257$        Human Resources 5 164,565$          

Manufacturing 6 24,480,573$        Office Expenses 5 138,772$          

Machinery 39 14,582,767$        Association Fees 8 132,561$          

Industrial 12 13,017,794$        Mine Services 5 117,601$          

Miscellaneous 22 8,743,592$          Non Profit 6 105,453$          

Legal Services 23 7,186,311$          Food & Accomodation 7 86,629$            

Consulting 33 4,074,603$          Site Services 1 58,270$            

Log hauling 5 3,547,375$          Salaries, Benefits & Prsnl Exp 1 45,297$            

Environmental 7 2,148,935$          Labs 3 43,667$            

Health & Safety 19 2,070,385$          One Time 3 35,004$            

Services 9 1,903,858$          Vendor 4 16,241$            

Drilling 1 1,754,083$          Materials & Supplies 1 1,921$               

Silviculture 3 1,452,661$          Other 1 1,834$               

Telecommunications 4 1,385,692$          Consumables 1 131$                  

Education & Training 26 1,162,950$          

Information & Technology 13 702,068$              TOTAL 705 732,091,782$  
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In Surrey the seven participating resource 

firms spent $230 million with 327 suppliers. 

Most of this business was spread out fairly 

evenly between professional services, 

materials and equipment, and industrial 

services providers. Thirty-seven professional 

services providers accounted for $62.5 million 

in business with the participating resource 

firms in 2013, the vast majority of this coming 

from four suppliers described as “finance.”  

Materials and equipment providers provided 

services worth slightly less, at $56.2 million, 

but at 191 suppliers, these are by far the most 

common type of company to engage with 

these seven resource firms. 

Additionally, 43 industrial services providers 

(which includes things like construction, 

manufacturing and equipment services) did 

business worth $51 million, and 36 

transportation providers accounted for $36 

million. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.2:  Suppliers in Surrey engaged by seven 

resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Finance 4 59,449,816$       

Construction 6 38,484,779$       

Resources 3 25,045,758$       

Facilities 5 24,202,142$       

Transportation 29 20,150,696$       

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 109 19,936,883$       

Freight 6 15,847,228$       

Machinery 52 10,074,602$       

Manufacturing 22 7,228,296$         

Industrial 11 5,249,472$         

Equipment & Equipment Services 24 979,981$             

Engineering 6 916,066$             

Consulting 8 729,305$             

Services 2 693,770$             

Health & Safety 5 420,184$             

Miscellaneous 11 259,775$             

Legal Services 3 189,634$             

Energy, Utilities 3 140,105$             

Mine Services 1 63,091$               

Employee 4 42,008$               

Environmental 1 29,184$               

Safety 1 25,239$               

Repairs & Maintenance 2 22,821$               

Education & Training 3 14,699$               

Food & Accomodation 1 12,368$               

Silviculture 1 8,398$                  

HR & Recruitment 1 7,587$                  

IT & Data Services 1 3,494$                  

Log hauling 1 1,576$                  

Association Fees 1 250$                     

TOTAL 327 230,229,208$     
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In Richmond, 213 suppliers did $62.8 million 

worth of business with the seven participating 

resource firms. Most of this business was in 

the “materials and equipment” category, 

which accounted for $21.4 million in business 

from 108 suppliers. Most of this business is 

made up of parts, supplies and materials 

providers. Industrial services and 

transportation providers are also prominent, 

with 19 industrial services companies 

accounting for $16.7 million in business, and 

25 transportation companies accounting for 

$14.3 million.  

 

 

  

TABLE 7.3:  Suppliers in Richmond engaged by seven 

resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Industrial 9 15,603,549$       

Transportation 19 12,569,180$       

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 58 7,229,410$         

Resources 2 6,666,503$         

Consulting 13 6,270,826$         

Machinery 23 3,749,222$         

Equipment & Equipment Services 24 2,444,453$         

Facilities 3 1,853,187$         

Freight 4 1,649,974$         

Energy 1 1,263,056$         

Engineering 11 843,731$             

Services 2 652,592$             

Silviculture 1 650,392$             

Information & Technology 9 540,627$             

Electrical 1 189,322$             

Construction 3 140,937$             

Health & Safety 3 84,763$               

Finance 4 74,302$               

Repairs & Maintenance 1 72,460$               

Aviation 2 62,413$               

Employee 5 54,255$               

Drilling 1 36,730$               

Food & Accomodation 1 32,451$               

Manufacturing 3 23,573$               

Education & Training 2 12,962$               

HR & Recruitment 2 5,600$                  

One Time 1 4,715$                  

Vendor 1 4,399$                  

Labs 1 3,211$                  

Other 2 1,781$                  

Communication/Advertising 1 1,277$                  

TOTAL 213 62,791,853$       
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In Burnaby 159 local companies did $41.6 

million worth of business with the seven 

resource firms that participated in this study. 

Most of those companies provided materials 

and equipment, with the most money spent in 

this category going toward “utilities,” at $15.4 

million. Another $6.2 million was spent among 

42 machinery providers. The second most 

significant category of spending was for 

industrial services, worth $10.7 million. This 

includes seven suppliers providing unspecified 

“industrial” services worth $5.3 million and 11 

suppliers providing construction services 

worth $5 million. 

Burnaby also has a noteworthy professional 

services sector that involved 44 suppliers 

billing the six resource firms for $6.8 million, 

$4.7 million of which came from 14 

engineering suppliers. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.4:  Suppliers in Burnaby engaged by seven 

resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Utilities 3 15,388,616$       

Machinery 42 6,211,770$         

Industrial 7 5,281,413$         

Construction 11 5,090,030$         

Engineering 14 4,726,813$         

Equipment & Equipment Services 22 899,743$             

Facilities 4 809,852$             

Health & Safety 10 744,563$             

Education & Training 5 373,720$             

Services 1 366,453$             

Consulting 2 363,667$             

Energy 2 223,773$             

Consumer 1 185,110$             

Manufacturing 3 168,660$             

Site Restoration 1 147,119$             

Freight 1 136,604$             

Consumables 1 136,358$             

Environmental 8 112,820$             

Transportation 2 94,676$               

Legal Services 1 39,855$               

Miscellaneous 6 33,236$               

Laboratory 1 28,566$               

Mine Services 4 27,317$               

Office Supplies 1 25,522$               

Drilling 1 5,459$                  

Graphics 1 5,159$                  

Communication/Advertising 1 4,273$                  

Repairs & Maintenance 2 3,839$                  

Association Fees 1 821$                     

TOTAL 159 41,635,808$       
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The seven participating resource firms spent 

$162.3 million with 111 suppliers in North 

Vancouver in 2013. About 90 percent of that 

business was for transportation, accounting 

for $134.7 million. Materials and equipment 

suppliers accounted for $10.9 million in 

business from 40 suppliers, and industrial 

services accounted for $10.7 million in 

business with 12 suppliers. Thirty-five North 

Vancouver professional service providers did 

another $5.5 million worth of business with 

the seven resource firms, including $1.4 

million with seven engineering firms. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.5:  Suppliers in North Vancouver engaged by 

seven resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Transportation 8 99,809,020$       

Freight 1 34,915,118$       

Industrial 4 10,005,224$       

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 28 7,737,944$         

Consultants 6 2,785,818$         

Resources 1 2,741,604$         

Engineering 7 1,365,933$         

Finance 4 641,937$             

Silviculture 2 438,565$             

Machinery 8 322,718$             

Environmental 5 321,721$             

Labs 3 262,954$             

Services 2 257,997$             

Miscellaneous 2 153,171$             

Manufacturing 3 106,899$             

Mine Services 2 89,131$               

Equipment & Equipment Services 3 56,161$               

Drilling 1 51,369$               

Health & Safety 4 49,787$               

Education & Training 2 30,702$               

Food & Accomodation 1 25,200$               

Employee 3 24,827$               

Vendor 1 21,298$               

Legal Services 2 18,742$               

Completion 1 12,941$               

Information & Technology 3 7,396$                  

Facilities 1 3,000$                  

Human Resources 1 1,594$                  

Office Supplies 1 444$                     

One Time 1 281$                     

TOTAL 111 162,259,495$     
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The seven resource firms did $19.5 million 

worth of business with 62 Port Coquitlam-

based suppliers. Most of this business is 

accounted for in the $10.9 million spent for 

industrial services with 10 suppliers. Another 

43 suppliers provided materials and 

equipment worth $7.8 million, including $2.6 

million from 15 machinery suppliers and $3.7 

million from seven equipment suppliers. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.6:  Suppliers in Port Coquitlam engaged by 

seven resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Industrial 7 10,087,139$       

Equipment & Equipment Services 7 3,723,030$         

Machinery 15 2,553,782$         

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 21 1,567,285$         

Manufacturing 2 792,799$             

Engineering 2 632,061$             

Facilities 2 66,089$               

Mine Services 1 17,028$               

Consultants 2 14,065$               

IT & Data Services 1 5,778$                  

Finance 1 2,500$                  

Employee 1 1,759$                  

TOTAL 62 19,463,315$       
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In Coquitlam the seven resource firms 

engaged 75 suppliers in business worth $12.7 

million. The biggest contribution to this total 

comes from 49 suppliers of materials and 

equipment, which accounted for $8 million. A 

further $2.3 million was spent with nine 

industrial service providers. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.7:  Suppliers in Coquitlam engaged by seven 

resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Resources 1 3,698,235$         

Industrial 2 1,759,628$         

Equipment & Equipment Services 11 1,676,736$         

Engineering 2 1,215,991$         

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 22 1,005,532$         

Machinery 13 907,464$             

Utilities 2 725,714$             

Silviculture 1 364,099$             

Freight 1 258,357$             

Consulting 1 256,549$             

Transportation 6 232,915$             

Health & Safety 1 192,690$             

Electrical 1 138,714$             

Facilities 2 87,903$               

Safety 1 74,330$               

Miscellaneous 2 67,287$               

Construction 1 26,683$               

Mine Services 2 11,734$               

Manufacturing 2 5,662$                  

Employee 1 2,997$                  

TOTAL 75 12,709,218$       
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In Port Moody, the seven resource firms did $8 

million worth of business with eight local 

suppliers. Most of this business involved 

transportation services worth $6.3 million, and 

another $1.5 million was spent on consulting. 

 

 

  

TABLE 7.8:  Suppliers in Port Moody engaged by seven 

resource firms, 2013 

 

Suppliers Number Value

Transportation 2 6,344,549$         

Consulting 2 1,490,668$         

Labs 1 128,924$             

Repairs, parts, supplies, materials 4 60,684$               

Construction 1 45,056$               

Log Hauling 1 22,730$               

Machinery 1 1,494$                  

Communication/Advertising 1 1,441$                  

TOTAL 13 8,095,545$         
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Conclusion 
Most British Columbians are likely aware that the natural resource sector plays an important part in the BC 

economy. But that’s a vague notion that can seem irrelevant in a person’s day-to-day experience. This report 

has sought to illustrate the real contribution the resource sector makes to BC’s overall economic health. But 

more than that, we have sought to demonstrate how this impact affects communities that are not often 

thought of as being dependent on resources.  

BC’s second largest economic sector 
We began with what we argue is a fair and conservative account of the resource sector’s importance to the 

BC economy. Based on its direct impact on provincial GDP, natural-resources are BC’s second biggest sector 

(after real estate and leasing), accounting for roughly one out of every eight dollars in the economy. We also 

found that about one out of every 10 working British Columbians is employed in a job that depends on 

natural resources, either directly in a resource industry or in a non-resource industry that depends on the 

economic activity flowing from the resource sector. In an effort to keep our findings moderate, our counts 

do not include the induced economic impact of these workers spending their wages. 

A real presence in every region of BC 
We then explored what that economic impact looks like at a regional level. While we can’t get the same kind 

of detailed data for BC’s regions that we can for BC as a whole, we can access very detailed property data 

collected by BC Assessment. This data shows us that there are hundreds of resource-related industrial 

properties in every region of BC, including almost 800 in the Lower Mainland – Southwest region, home to 

BC’s biggest urban centres.  

A significant impact in BC’s urban communities 
To get down to the real community level, we asked seven major resource firms to share details about the 

suppliers they engaged in the last year in eight Lower Mainland municipalities. In their responses, they listed 

1,665 suppliers17 with whom they did $1.3 billion worth of business in 2013. More than half of that business 

took place in the city of Vancouver, BC’s largest urban region, involving 705 suppliers, most of which were 

professional service providers, including lawyers, accountants, engineers, consultants and educators. In 

Surrey, the seven companies did $230 million in business with 327 suppliers; in Burnaby, $41.6 million with 

159 suppliers; in Port Coquitlam, $19.5 million with 62 suppliers. 

A better understanding of the impact of BC’s natural resources 
BC has struggled – and struggles still – with difficult decisions regarding the development of its natural 

resource sector. We do not expect that the findings in this report will make those decisions much easier. We 

do hope that they help shed a bit more light on the real economic impact the natural resource sector has on 

BC’s many regions and communities. As we’ve shown, even urban communities that are not known as 

“resource towns” benefit greatly from economic activity flowing from the resource sector.  

Our findings show that the resource sector isn’t just “out there.” It’s also nearby, next door, and even “here.” 

  

                                                                    
17 Please note the double-counting issues described in our discussion of methods in Section 4 of this report. 
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Appendix: Detailed methodology 
This section provides detailed descriptions of the three major methodologies used in this paper. The first 

method involves an analysis of GDP data supplemented by estimates generated from the BC Input-Output 

model. The second is an analysis of property data from BC Assessment. The third is an analysis of the results 

from a survey of major resource companies conducted by Resource Works in the summer of 2014. 

The direct and indirect economic impact of the BC resource sector 
Our first research objective was to illustrate the overall economic impact of BC’s resource sector in the BC 

economy. This portion of the research has two parts. The first is an analysis of BC GDP data from Statistics 

Canada to determine the direct GDP impact of each major economic sector in BC. The second is an analysis 

of the BC resource sector’s indirect GDP and employment impacts, which were produced using the BC Input-

Output model. 

In both cases, the resource sector was identified using the NAICS industry classification codes described 

below: 

 

 Forestry 

o 113: Forestry and logging  

o 1153: Support activities for forestry 

o 321: Wood product manufacturing 

o 322: Paper manufacturing 

 Minerals and metals 

o 212: Mining and quarrying 

o 327: Non-metallic mineral product manufacturing 

o 331: Primary metal manufacturing 

o 332: Fabricated metal product manufacturing 

 Energy 

o 211: Oil and gas extraction 

o 213: Support activities for mining, and oil and gas extraction 

o 2211: Electric power generation, transmission and distribution 

o 2212: Natural gas distribution 

o 324: Petroleum and coal product manufacturing 

o 486: Pipeline transportation 

 Agriculture 

o 111: Crop production 

o 112: Animal production and aquaculture 

o 114: Fishing, hunting and trapping 

 

Our analysis of BC’s GDP impact by industry is detailed in Table A1.  
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TABLE A1: BC GDP by industry, 2013 

 

Source: Statistics Canada, Cansim table 379-0030 

Note 1: Values are in chained 2007 dollars 

INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION GDP PERCENT INDUSTRY CLASSIFICATION GDP PERCENT

Natural Resources 23,212.40 12.14 Transportation 8,499.80 4.44

Crop and animal production [11A]13 1,119.00 0.59 Air transportation [481] x

Forestry and logging [113] 1,724.60 0.90 Rail transportation [482] 1,476.80 0.77

Fishing, hunting and trapping [114] 113.70 0.06 Water transportation [483] x

Support activities for agriculture and forestry [115] 670.10 0.35 Truck transportation [484] 1,830.60 0.96

Oil and gas extraction [211] 6,082.50 3.18 Transit, ground passenger transportation [48Z]31 1,723.40 0.90

Mining and quarrying (except oil and gas) [212] 4,030.20 2.11 Support activities for transportation [488] 2,412.30 1.26

Support activities for mining and oil and gas extraction [213] 994.40 0.52 Postal service and couriers and messengers [49A]34 712.40 0.37

Electric power generation, transmission and distribution [2211] 2,822.10 1.48 Warehousing and storage [493] 344.30 0.18

Wood product manufacturing [321] 3,184.40 1.67

Paper manufacturing [322] 1,015.80 0.53 Information and cultural industries 6,988.80 3.65

Petroleum and coal product manufacturing [324] x Publishing industries (except internet) [511] 1,466.50 0.77

Primary metal manufacturing [331] 915.70 0.48 Motion picture and sound recording industries [512] 523.50 0.27

Pipeline transportation [486] 539.90 0.28 Broadcasting (except internet) [515] 274.50 0.14

Fabricated metal product manufacturing [332] 922.80 0.48 Telecommunications [517] 4,351.20 2.28

Data processing, hosting, and related services [518] 167.80 0.09

Utilities systems 1,066.80 0.56 Other information services [519] 205.30 0.11

Natural gas, water, sewage and other systems [221A]19 1,066.80 0.56

Finance and insurance 11,658.70 6.10

Construction 15,484.00 8.10 Depository credit authorities [52B]37 6,510.50 3.40

Residential building construction [23A]20 6,018.90 3.15 Non-depository credit intermediation [5222] 525.60 0.27

Non-residential building construction [23B]20 1,934.60 1.01 Activities related to credit intermediation [5223] 192.70 0.10

Engineering construction [23C]20 4,756.10 2.49 Insurance carriers and related activities [524] 2,313.80 1.21

Repair construction [23D]20 2,547.50 1.33 Financial investment services [52A]39 2,116.10 1.11

Other activities of the construction industry [23E]20 226.90 0.12

Real estate 34,744.80 18.17

Manufacturing 6,632.20 3.47 Real estate [531] 33,269.00 17.40

Food manufacturing [311] 1,707.20 0.89 Rental and leasing services [532] 1,314.70 0.69

Beverage and tobacco product manufacturing [312] 609.00 0.32 Lessors of non-financial intangible assets [533] 161.10 0.08

Textile and textile product mills [31A]23 68.10 0.04

Clothing and leather and allied product manufacturing [31B]24 x Professional, scientific and technical services 10,636.20 5.56

Printing and related support activities [323] x Legal, accounting and related services [541A]44 2,848.10 1.49

Chemical manufacturing [325] 510.30 0.27 Architectural, engineering and related services [5413] 3,193.60 1.67

Plastics and rubber products manufacturing [326] 436.70 0.23 Other professional services [541B]45 2,614.50 1.37

Non-metallic mineral product manufacturing [327] 509.40 0.27 Computer systems design and related services [5415] 1,552.10 0.81

Machinery manufacturing [333] 891.90 0.47 Advertising, public relations, and related services [5418] 427.90 0.22

Computer and electronic product manufacturing [334] 736.70 0.39

Electrical, appliance and component manufacturing [335] 294.80 0.15 Administrative, support and waste management 4,523.40 2.37

Transportation equipment manufacturing [336] 538.10 0.28 Administrative and support services [561] 3,889.50 2.03

Furniture and related product manufacturing [337] 330.00 0.17 Waste management and remediation services [562] 633.90 0.33

Miscellaneous manufacturing [339] x

Education 10,818.10 5.66

Wholesale trade 8,629.10 4.51 Universities [6113] 3,615.20 1.89

Farm product wholesaler-distributors [411] 107.70 0.06 Educational services (except universities) [611B]47 7,202.90 3.77

Petroleum product wholesaler-distributors [412] 144.50 0.08

Food, beverage and tobacco wholesaler-distributors [413] 1,128.30 0.59 Health care and social assitance 13,426.90 7.02

Personal and household goods wholesaler-distributors [414] 787.50 0.41 Health care [62X]49 12,149.50 6.35

Motor vehicle and parts wholesaler-distributors [415] 917.70 0.48 Social assistance [624] 1,277.40 0.67

Building material and supplies wholesaler-distributors [416] 1,962.80 1.03

Machinery and equipment wholesaler-distributors [417] 2,463.70 1.29 Arts, entertainment and recreation 1,940.00 1.01

Miscellaneous wholesaler-distributors [418] 849.00 0.44 Performing arts,  sports and heritage [71A]51 602.50 0.32

Wholesale electronic markets, and agents and brokers [419] 267.90 0.14 Amusement, gambling and recreation industries [713] 1,337.50 0.70

Retail trade 11,492.60 6.01 Accommodation and food services 5,327.20 2.79

Motor vehicle and parts dealers [441] 1,802.60 0.94 Accommodation services [721] 2,197.80 1.15

Furniture and home furnishings stores [442] 537.20 0.28 Food services and drinking places [722] 3,129.40 1.64

Electronics and appliance stores [443] 718.20 0.38

Building material dealers [444] 590.00 0.31 Other services 4,348.50 2.27

Food and beverage stores [445] 2,573.40 1.35 Repair and maintenance [811] 1,512.20 0.79

Health and personal care stores [446] 994.30 0.52 Personal services and private households [81A]55 1,456.20 0.76

Gasoline stations [447] 820.20 0.43 Religious, grant-making, and similar organizations [813] 1,380.10 0.72

Clothing and clothing accessories stores [448] 1,162.30 0.61

Sporting goods, hobby, book and music stores [451] 446.30 0.23 Public administration 11,806.40 6.17

General merchandise stores [452] 1,125.10 0.59 Federal government public administration [911] 3,692.20 1.93

Miscellaneous store retailers [453] 486.60 0.25 Provincial and territorial public administration [912] 3,023.80 1.58

Non-store retailers [454] 236.40 0.12 Local administration [91A]59 5,090.40 2.66

TOTAL 192,158.70 100.00
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The total GDP used in the above table is based on summing the values from the detailed industry level. 

However, some of this data has been retracted by Statistics Canada for confidentiality reasons. Therefore, 

the total GDP number used here is somewhat lower than it should be. For instance, the top-line GDP for “all 

industries” in Cansim 379-0030 is $196.5 billion, compared to the $192.2 billion used in this analysis. We use 

the lower number in our calculation to reflect the sector figures we are using for comparison. 

We engaged BC Stats to generate estimates of the indirect economic impacts of the resource sector on BC’s 

overall GDP and employment using the BC Input-Output model. This model is built using tax data from 2008 

that has been updated to reflect 2010. The technicians at BC Stats ensured that their calculations of the 

resource sector’s indirect impact did not include outputs both produced and consumed within the resource 

sector. This was done by treating such goods and services as imports, thus excluding their impact on the BC 

economy. 

Table A2 shows the results for GDP and Table A3 shows the results for employment. 

 

TABLE A2: Economic impacts of the resource sector on GDP, BC, 2010 

 

Source: Custom I-O run, BC Stats, September 2014 

Note 1: Values are in 2010 basic prices 

   

 

GDP at basic prices ($M) Direct Indirect Induced Total

Crop and animal production 11 6 17

Forestry and logging 0 0 0

Fishing, hunting and trapping 0 0 0

Support activities for agriculture and resources 50 1 51

Mining and oil and gas extraction 0 0 0

Utilities 0 0 0

Construction 400 34 434

Manufacturing 307 62 369

Wholesale trade 447 81 528

Retail trade 138 284 422

Transportation and warehousing 417 73 490

Information and cultural industries 167 107 274

Finance, insurance, real estate and rental & leasing 1,072 1,059 2,131

Professional, scientific and technical services 337 64 401

Administrative and and other support 205 50 255

Education services 5 14 19

Health care and social assistance 5 72 77

Arts, entertainment and recreation 14 36 50

Accommodation and food services 61 104 165

Other services (except public administration) 258 77 335

Operating, office, cafeteria, and lab supplies 0 0 0

Travel & entertainment, advertising and promotion 0 0 0

Transportation margins 0 0 0

Non-profit institutions serving households 1 100 101

Government sector 99 85 184

Total GDP 23,282 3,994 2,309 6,303
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TABLE A3: Economic impacts of the resource sector on employment, BC, 2010 

 

Source: Custom I-O run, BC Stats, September 2014 

   

 

In our analysis of these results, we focus on the direct and indirect impacts of the resource sector, but we do 

not include induced impacts in our totals. Good arguments can be made for and against including induced 

impacts. Considering the large scale of the economic activity being analyzed (the province of BC) we felt 

that much of the induced impact flowing from the resource sector would likely be offset by induced benefits 

from other industries flowing to the resource sector (although the true extent of this offset is unknown). 

Another reason for excluding induced impacts from our analysis was to demonstrate restraint in our 

findings, choosing to err on the side of underestimating rather than overestimating the resource sector’s real 

economic impact. In this we follow the precedent set by an earlier study. Our analysis of indirect impacts was 

originally inspired by similar work done by Natural Resources Canada, and they too exclude induced impacts 

when discussing their results.18 

 

                                                                    
18 See: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013 

Employment (#) Direct Indirect Induced Total

Crop and animal production 326 143 469

Forestry and logging 0 0 0

Fishing, hunting and trapping 2 1 3

Support activities for agriculture and resources 1,841 23 1,864

Mining and oil and gas extraction 0 0 0

Utilities 0 0 0

Construction 6,296 531 6,827

Manufacturing 2,838 639 3,477

Wholesale trade 5,428 986 6,414

Retail trade 3,124 6,439 9,563

Transportation and warehousing 5,238 940 6,178

Information and cultural industries 1,115 589 1,704

Finance, insurance, real estate and rental & leasing 7,697 2,077 9,774

Professional, scientific and technical services 4,888 991 5,879

Administrative and and other support 4,834 1,367 6,201

Education services 183 501 684

Health care and social assistance 59 1,443 1,502

Arts, entertainment and recreation 480 1,041 1,521

Accommodation and food services 1,886 3,709 5,595

Other services (except public administration) 5,534 2,186 7,720

Operating, office, cafeteria, and lab supplies 0 0 0

Travel & entertainment, advertising and promotion 0 0 0

Transportation margins 0 0 0

Non-profit institutions serving households 17 2,262 2,279

Government sector 980 1,099 2,079

Total employment 131,650 52,766 26,967 79,733

http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/publications/key-facts/16013
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Analysis of resource properties in BC’s key regions 
Our analysis of the resource sector’s presence in BC’s major regions is based on 2013 property data from BC 

Assessment, supplied by the agency’s information-services affiliate, Landcor Data Corp. The data is based 

on annual information collected by BC Assessment for tax purposes, and represents a comprehensive 

description of property types in BC. For this analysis, we asked Landcor to provide a complete list of all 

industrial properties associated with the resource sector in BC, by city. The properties we asked to be 

included were: 

 Gas scrubbing plants 

 Logging operations 

 Lumber remanufacturing 

 Mining and milling 

 Mining (coal) 

 Miscellaneous (mining and allied industries) 

 Oil and gas pumping and compressor stations 

 Oil refining plants 

 Petroleum bulk plants 

 Plywood mills 

 Pulp and paper mills 

 Sawmills 
 

 Shingle mills 

 Smelting and refining 

 Liquid gas storage plants 

 Mining and milling (non-metallic) 

 Miscellaneous (forest and allied industries) 

 Miscellaneous (petroleum industry) 

 Oil and gas transportation pipelines 

 Paper box, bag and other remanufacturing 

 Petroleum and gas exploration 

 Planer mills 

 Primary metal industries 

 Production pipelines 
 

For this analysis, we chose to only include properties associated with BC’s thee biggest resource sectors – 

forestry, mining, and oil and gas. We felt the property categories available in the BC Assessment data for 

these industries had the clearest connection to resource-sector activity. We excluded other resource 

industries (such as agriculture and electricity) where these connections were not as clear, which we felt 

would help us avoid creating an unwieldy and unfocused list.  

As mentioned in the report, this list of properties also overlooks properties in other industries that depend 

on natural resources, such as those serving the transportation sector (not to mention commercial properties 

that depend on resources). Considering the many aspects of the resource sector that are not covered in this 

list of properties, we are careful to point out that our results are primarily illustrative. They demonstrate the 

broad reach the resource sector has in regions across the province, but they do not describe the full presence 

of the resource sector. 

(The full property data set is available for download at www.resourceworks.com/community.html) 

Illustrating impacts at the city level using a supply-chain survey 
To demonstrate the resource sector’s economic impact at the city level, we conducted a survey of major 

resource companies, collecting detailed information about the suppliers they engaged in BC cities. We 

invited 19 resource companies to join the study, seven of which were able to participate over the course of 

several weeks in the summer of 2014. We sought out large companies that were based in BC and also had 

significant resource operations within the province. We also invited two energy companies based in Alberta 

to participate, both of which have substantial operations in BC. The seven participating companies are 

Catalyst Paper, Copper Mountain Mining, Encana, New Gold, Taseko Mines, Teck Resources, and Western 

Forest Products. 

http://www.resourceworks.com/community.html
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Each company was asked to provide a list of their suppliers in eight Metro Vancouver municipalities, 

including the amount spent with each one in the last full 12-month period, the city in which the supplier was 

based and a general description of the supplier’s business. In total, we collected 1,665 lines of data 

containing these three pieces of information.   

Conducting the supply-chain survey involved addressing two key methodological challenges: a double-

counting challenge and a supplier-description challenge. The following sections describe the challenges and 

how they were addressed. 

The double-counting challenge 
We asked that our participants not identify any supplier by name in order to preserve the confidentiality of 

firms that did not expressly consent to being named in this report. It was absolutely necessary to protect 

company-supplier confidentiality in order to secure the participation of the respondent firms. But this also 

created a methodological challenge. Because we do not know exactly who the suppliers are, there is an 

unknown amount of double counting in our data. It is almost certain that some of our participants engage 

the same suppliers, which means we cannot be certain exactly how many unique suppliers are in our data 

set.  

When presenting our findings, we discuss the number of suppliers in each city in terms of the number of 

records we collected in the survey, recognizing that these totals include an unknown amount of double 

counting. This is an unavoidable consequence of not asking for the identities of the suppliers themselves. 

However, we can partially address the double-counting issue using information about the amount spent by 

the resource firms. Our data on the dollars spent with suppliers do not suffer from the same double-counting 

limitation as our data on the total number of suppliers – the dollar amounts are the same whether two of our 

participants are buying from two different suppliers or the same one.  Therefore, throughout this report, any 

discussion of the quantity of suppliers is also accompanied by information on dollars spent. Our results 

tables are also ordered based on dollar values rather than by number of suppliers because this data is free 

from a double-counting issue and therefore has greater validity. 

The supplier-description challenge 
Another challenge we faced when presenting our findings involves the supplier descriptions provided by our 

participants. We provided loose guidelines about how the participants should describe their suppliers’ 

business activities, but the participants had substantial leeway in the descriptions they provided. This 

resulted in some inconsistency in supplier descriptions, as can be seen in our results. For instance, one 

participant might list a supplier of “fuel” and another of “energy,” while a second supplier might only use the 

term “energy,” which could conceivably be describing both fuel and other forms of energy. This uncertainty 

creates difficulties when trying to make summaries and comparisons. 

This issue is addressed by sorting all the suppliers into seven broader categories that are then used to make 

clear comparisons in our analysis. These categories are: 

 Professional services, such as legal, financial and engineering services 

 Industrial services, such as construction, repairs and manufacturing 

 Materials and equipment, such as raw materials, energy products and machinery 

 Technology, such as laboratory services, telecommunications and software 

 Facilities, such as property costs and office equipment 

 Transportation, such as freight and aviation 

 Other, including all supplier descriptions that don’t fit in the above categories 
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(The full data set from our supply-chain survey is available for download at 

www.resourceworks.com/community.html) 

Analysis, presentation and review 
The analysis we present in this report is limited by the fact that our data describing regional and municipal 

impacts are not representative. Our data do not describe an entire phenomenon, only a limited part of it. 

Our findings are presented to illustrate a part of the resource sector’s economic impact in BC; they do not 

describe the entire impact. At the regional level, we only count the properties associated with BC’s three 

biggest resource industries: forestry, mining, and oil and gas. At the municipal level, we only count the 

business generated between seven resource companies and their suppliers in eight municipalities.  

The fact that our data is not representative restricts the kinds of conclusions we can reach. In this report we 

respect that limitation by only describing those effects that are directly observed in the data. The only 

inference we can confidently make using this data is that, because our data represent a portion of the 

resource sector, the economic impact of the entire resource sector will be greater than the impacts 

described in this report.   

The methodologies used in this report were reviewed by independent researchers who do occasional work 

with Resource Works. We also received input and guidance from staff at BC Stats when designing our 

analysis of indirect GDP and employment effects. The finished report was again reviewed by independent 

research associates as well as by members of Resource Works’ staff and Advisory Council. 
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