
1

TCTELA

January 31, 2014

ELA/Reading Curriculum 

High School Update



Copyright © Texas Education Agency, 2014. These Materials are copyrighted © and trademarked ™ as the 

property of the Texas Education Agency (TEA) and may not be reproduced without the express written permission of 

TEA, except under the following conditions:

1) Texas public school districts, charter schools, and Education Service Centers may reproduce and use copies 

of the Materials and Related Materials for the districts’ and schools’ educational use without obtaining 

permission from TEA.

2) Residents of the state of Texas may reproduce and use copies of the Materials and Related Materials for 

individual personal use only, without obtaining written permission of TEA.

3) Any portion reproduced must be reproduced in its entirety and remain unedited, unaltered and unchanged in 

any way.

4) No monetary charge can be made for the reproduced materials or any document containing them; however, a 

reasonable charge to cover only the cost of reproduction and distribution may be charged.

Private entities or persons located in Texas that are not Texas public school districts, Texas Education Service 

Centers, or Texas charter schools or any entity, whether public or private, educational or non-educational, located 

outside the state of Texas MUST obtain written approval from TEA and will be required to enter into a license 

agreement that may involve the payment of a licensing fee or a royalty.

For information contact: Office of Copyrights, Trademarks, License Agreements, and Royalties, Texas Education 

Agency, 1701 N. Congress Ave., Austin, TX  78701-1494; phone 512-463-7004; email copyrights@tea.state.tx.us.

Copyright

mailto:copyrights@tea.state.tx.us


Copyright © Texas Education Agency 2014. All rights reserved.

Agenda

 HB 5 and New Graduation Requirements
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OnTRACK

 Texas Education on iTunes U 
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HB 5 and 

New Graduation Plans
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 Work to transition and implement the 
requirements of HB 5 is under way.

 The Commissioner has adopted a transition plan 
to implement the bill and replace the MHSP, 
RHSP, and DAP with the foundation program 
beginning with the 2014-2015 school year.

 The bill gives the SBOE decision-making 
authority on a number of issues and their work is 
almost complete.

House Bill 5
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House Bill 5

State Board of Education – Timeline

 August 1  Work Session

 September 17 Public Hearing

 September 18 Discussion of HB 5 Rules









State Board of Education – Timeline

 November 19-22 First Reading and 
Filing Authorization

 December Official Public Comment 
Period

 January 29-31 Second Reading and 
Final Adoption

Webcast of sessions available at 
http://www.texasadmin.com/tea.shtml

House Bill 5





http://www.texasadmin.com/tea.shtml
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New Graduation Requirements

 Current seniors also have the option to 
graduate on a version of the FHSP under 
Commissioner’s Rules. 

 The rules can be accessed at the following 
link: Subchapter BB. Commissioner's Rules 
Concerning High School Graduation

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter074/ch074bb.html
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New rules coming soon. 

Watch for updates!
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http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2296

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index4.aspx?id=2296
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English Language Arts Four credits

• English I

• English II

• English III

• Advanced English Course (TBD by SBOE)

Mathematics Three credits 

• Algebra I

• Geometry

• Advanced Mathematics Course (TBD by SBOE)

Science Three credits

• Biology

• IPC or Advanced Science Course (TBD by SBOE)

• Advanced Science Course (TBD by SBOE)

Social Studies Three credits 

• U.S. History

• U.S. Government (one-half credit)

• Economics (one-half credit)

• World Geography or World History or  

Combined World History/World Geography 

HB 5 – Foundation High School Program
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HB 5 – Foundation High School Program

Physical Education One credit

Languages Other Than 

English

 Two credits in the same language

 Computer programming language 

(other exceptions)

Fine Arts One credit 

Electives Five credits

22
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HB 5 – Endorsements

 STEM

 Business and Industry

 Public Services

 Arts and Humanities

 Multidisciplinary Studies
26
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HB 5 – Endorsements

A student may earn an endorsement by 

successfully completing

 curriculum requirements for the 

endorsement (TBD by SBOE);

 four credits in mathematics; 

 four credits in science; and

 two additional elective credits.
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HB 5 – Endorsements

 Each school district must make 

available to high school students 

courses that allow a student to complete 

the curriculum requirements for at least 

one endorsement. 

 A school district that offers only one 

endorsement curriculum must offer the 

multidisciplinary studies endorsement 

curriculum.
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HB 5 – Distinguished Level of Achievement

A student may earn a distinguished level of

achievement by successfully completing

 four credits in mathematics, which must 

include Algebra II;

 four credits in science;

 the remaining curriculum requirements; 

and

 the curriculum requirements for at least 

one endorsement.
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HB 5 – Performance Acknowledgment

A student may earn a performance acknowledgment

 for outstanding performance 

• in a dual credit course.

• in bilingualism and biliteracy.

• on an AP test or IB exam.

• on the PSAT, the ACT-Plan, the SAT, or the 

ACT.

 for earning a nationally or internationally 

recognized business or industry certification or 

license.

(Specific requirements are being determined by the SBOE.)
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Dyslexia
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Dyslexia

House Bill 1264

 Amends TEC§42.006

 Requires that districts and charter 

schools report the number of 

students identified as having 

dyslexia

 Begins in 2013 – 2014 school year 

through PEIMS
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Dyslexia

http://www.region10.org/dyslexia/links/dyslexia-handbook-english/

The Dyslexia Handbook –

Revision

 Advisory Committee work sessions held 

9/4/13, 11/14/13, 12/11/13

 Final draft expected spring 2014 and 

posted for public feedback and comment

 SBOE approval anticipated July 2014

http://www.region10.org/dyslexia/links/dyslexia-handbook-english/


http://www.region10.org/dyslexia/techplan

Dyslexia

http://www.region10.org/dyslexia/techplan
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Professional Development

and

OnTRACK



ELA/R TEKS Courses 

Available through Project Share

• ELA/R TEKS: Foundations

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12158513

• ELA/R TEKS: Grades K-2 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13203878

• ELA/R TEKS: Grades 3-5

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202840

• ELA/R TEKS: Grades 6-8 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202841

• ELA/R TEKS: Grades 9-12 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202843

Click and join course at link provided or contact your ESC. 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12158513
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13203878
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202840
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202841
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13202843


ELA/R Elective Courses 

Available through Project Share

• HS ELA Electives: Independent Study in English 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12108410

• HS ELA Electives: Advanced Journalism 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12108409

• HS ELA Electives: Advanced Broadcast Journalism 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13193688

• HS ELA Electives: Reading I, II, III 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198448

• HS ELA Electives: College Readiness and Study Skills 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198447

Click and join course at link provided or contact your ESC. 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12108410
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/12108409
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13193688
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198448
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198447
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OnTRACK Lessons for English

Available through Project Share
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OnTRACK Lessons for English

• Lessons include

• explanations of concepts,

• checks for understanding,

• links to additional resources and extension 

activities, and 

• formative assessments.

• Lessons can be used for

• whole and small group instruction,

• intervention and acceleration,

• extension, and 

• additional practice.
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OnTRACK Lessons for English

• Updated grade 8 and English I, II, & III 

lessons were shared with districts in 

January 2014.

• We now have approximately 300 

lessons available.

• Grade 7  lessons will be available in 

fall 2014.
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Teachers can join statewide courses.

– OnTRACK Lessons for Grade 8 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/14283958

– OnTRACK Lessons for English I 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13195624

– OnTRACK Lessons for English II 

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13195625

– OnTRACK Lessons for English III  

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198487

OnTRACK Lessons for English

http://www.epsilen.com/crs/14283958
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13195624
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13195625
http://www.epsilen.com/crs/13198487


Copyright © Texas Education Agency 2014. All rights reserved.

Districts can import for local use.

– Contact your ESC.

– Contact ontrack@ipsi.utexas.edu. 

OnTRACK Lessons for English

mailto:ontrack@ipsi.utexas.edu
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Project Share    

Informal Professional Development

http://projectsharetexas.org/resource-index?field_resource_keywords_tid=writing&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC&items_per_page=5
http://projectsharetexas.org/resource-index?field_resource_keywords_tid=writing&sort_by=title&sort_order=ASC&items_per_page=5


How do I get started?

Think about

– using Project Share PD courses to 
accomplish district- or campus-level 
training; 

– using OnTRACK Lessons in classrooms 
for intervention, acceleration, additional 
practice, or extension; and

– using the Project Share learning 
management system to connect teachers 
and students beyond the classroom. 
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Texas Education 

On

iTunes U



Available 
for Everyone



Accessing iTunes U Via App



View of an iTunes U Collection on an App







District & Teacher Developed Content

https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/the-amoeba-sisters/id718923638?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/the-amoeba-sisters/id718923638?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/digital-discoveries/id484973269?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/digital-discoveries/id484973269?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/science-in-the-real-world/id388352712?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/science-in-the-real-world/id388352712?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/alamo-heights-isd-best-practices/id567822876?mt=10
https://itunes.apple.com/us/itunes-u/alamo-heights-isd-best-practices/id567822876?mt=10






Submit content form to

• itunesu@tea.state.tx.us

or

• kathy.ferguson@tea.state.tx.us
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Questions?
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Contact Information

Karin Miller 

Statewide ELA/Reading Coordinator

Curriculum Division

512-463-9581

karin.miller@tea.state.tx.us

mailto:karin.miller@tea.state.tx.us

