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 Priority Topics and Resources 
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What’s New? 
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Commissioner of Education 

Michael Williams 
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 Gov. Rick Perry appointed Michael L. Williams of Arlington 
the commissioner of education, effective September 1, 
2012. As the head of the Texas Education Agency (TEA), he 
oversees the state's 1,200 school districts and charter 
schools.  Commissioner Williams, the child of two 
educators, is the first African-American commissioner of 
education in the state's history. 

 Commissioner Williams is the former chairman of the 
Railroad Commission of Texas, the state's oldest regulatory 
agency. He was first appointed a railroad commissioner by 
then Gov. George W. Bush in 1998 and later the people of 
Texas re-elected him to this post, which regulates the oil and 
gas industry, in 2002 and 2008. Commissioner Williams 
served on this three-member commission until April 2011. 
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 January 30, 31, and February 1 

 April 17 – 19 

 July 17 – 19 

 September 18 – 20 

 November 13 – 15 

 

 

State Board of Education Meeting 

Dates for 2013 



Dyslexia 
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Technology Plan  

for Students with Dyslexia 
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 Section One - overview of the benefits 

 

 Section Two – list with descriptions of classroom 

technologies 

 

 Section Three - methodology for providing the 

technologies 



Technology Plan  

for Students with Dyslexia 
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 Online through ESC Region 10 Dyslexia website 

beginning late spring 2013 

https://www.region10.org/dyslexia/ 

 

 For ALL grades, subjects, and courses 

 

 

https://www.region10.org/dyslexia/


Priority Topics and Resources 
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 Spring 2012 - 1st Administration   

Grades 3 – English III End of course (EOC) 

Graduation requirement beginning with 

students first enrolled in 9th grade in 

2011 – 2012 



Questions You May Be Asking 
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What are we learning from STAAR? 

How are we responding?  

What is TEA providing to assist with 

that response and increase the 

opportunity for student success?  

 



Spring 2012 EOC Results 
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 Biology – 87% (319,022)  

 Algebra I – 83% (333,527)  

 World Geography – 81% (320,966) 

 English I Reading – 68% (334,825) 

 English I Writing – 55% (334,947) 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/staar/rpt/sum/yr12/  

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/staar/rpt/sum/yr12/


projectsharetexas.org 

projectsharetexas.org


Project Share 
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 A complete list of available courses in Project Share 

can be viewed on the main page at 

http://www.projectsharetexas.org/. Scroll down the 

page and click on “Educators.” Scroll to the bottom 

and click “Browse Course Catalog.” Once in the 

course catalog, use the drop-down menu to filter 

courses by subject area or for a particular 

audience.  

 

http://www.projectsharetexas.org/


Course Catalog 
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OnTRACK for College Readiness  
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 Provides supplemental classroom instruction for   

 students 

 Aligns with TEKS 

 Includes additional practice and extension 

 activities 

 Is available through Project Share  

  English I and English II  

  English III (sample course) 

  Grade 8 lessons (available spring 2013) 
 

 



OnTRACK English I 
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 Assess individual students according to his/her 

skill level  

 Automatically assign and deliver appropriate 

curriculum tailored to that student’s abilities  

 Provide meaningful reports that inform 

teachers and parents how a student is 

progressing 

Education Service Center, Region 20 is the SSI Support Center for Texas SUCCESS. 
Email: help@texassuccess.org Toll Free: (877) 315-4918 

mailto:help@texassuccess.org


Istation is a Web-based  

comprehensive reading  

program that includes 4 components: 

 
Assessment 

Instruction 

Reports 

Small Group Instruction 



Introduction 

Independent Practice 
in Isolation 

Independent Practice 
in Connected Text 

Teach 
Guided Practice 

 

 

• Foundation in reading skills 

• Direct Instruction 

• Multiple opportunities for 

differentiated practice and 

skill application 

• Repetition and cumulative 

review 

• Immediate corrective 

feedback 

 

Learning to Read Cycles 
 



Writing 

 Connections 

Building 
Background 

Comprehension 

Word 
Building 

• A more sophisticated 

look for older readers 

• Content area vocabulary  

comprehension, fluency 

word study, writing 

• Cumulative review  

through various games 

and activities 

• Cumulative assessments 

for vocabulary and 

reading skills 

• Immediate corrective 

feedback 

Reading to Learn Cycles 
 

Video/MrMarco/Building_Background/Building_Background.mp4
Video/MrMarco/Comprehension/Mr. Marco_ problemsolution.mp4
Video/MrMarco/Word_Building/Word Building.mp4
Video/MrMarco/Writing_Connections/Writing_Connections.mp4


Content 
Connections 

Geography
  

Culture 

Science 
Language 

Arts 

Math  
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Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Poetry. 

Students understand, make inferences, and draw 

conclusions about the structure and elements of poetry 

and provide evidence from text to support their 

understanding. 

Reading 

Kindergarten – English IV 
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Figure 19 – 3rd Grade 

Reading/Comprehension Skills. Students use a flexible 

range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned 

and independent reading to understand an author’s 

message. Students will continue to apply earlier 

standards with greater depth in increasingly more 

complex texts as they become self-directed, critical 

readers. The student is expected to:   

(D) make inferences about text and use textual 

evidence to support understanding   



The narrator explains the elements of various types of poetry.  Students read, 

make inferences and are encouraged to clarify by rereading. 3.6 Figure 19 (D) 
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Figure 19: Reading/Comprehension Skills. Students use a flexible 

range of metacognitive reading skills in both assigned and 

independent reading to understand an author’s message. Students will 

continue to apply earlier standards with greater depth in increasingly 

more complex texts as they become self-directed, critical readers. The 

student is expected to:   

 

(D) make inferences about text and use textual evidence to support 

understanding   

(6)  Reading/Comprehension of Literary Text/Fiction. Students 

understand, make inferences and draw conclusions about the structure 

and elements of fiction and provide evidence from text to support 

their understanding. 

5th Grade 



Students make inferences about text and use textual evidence 

to support understanding 5.6 Figure 19 (D) 



Sample Reports 





Real-time,  

Instruction 

Adaptive  

Content 

Student  

Motivation 

Easy-to-Use  

Reports 

THINK THROUGH MATH 
Components 



Education Service Center, Region 20 is the SSI Support Center for Texas SUCCESS. 
Email: help@texassuccess.org Toll Free: (877) 315-4918 
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Texas Education on iTunes U 
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iTunes U 

 

Texas Education on iTunes U provides the following: 

 Downloadable educational content 

 24/7 access 

 Content from leading Texas universities, cultural 

institutions, K-12 schools, and other organizations 

Copyright © Texas Education Agency. All rights reserved. 



iTunes U 
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iTunes for ELA/Reading 
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 English I, II and III EOC Success 

 Expository Reading and Writing in High School  

 Building Blocks for Teaching Adolescents with Reading 
Difficulties 

 TALA Tiers II/III Online Adolescent Literacy Academy 

 Administrator Overview: Texas Adolescent Literacy 
Academies 

 ELAR TEKS: Foundations 

 

Available in face-to-face trainings through regional education service centers (ESCs) 
and/or online through Project Share 

39 
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ELA/Reading  

Professional Development Courses 



 

 HS ELA Electives: Advanced Journalism: 
Yearbook/Newspaper/Literary Magazine 

 HS ELA Electives: Independent Study in English 

 ELPS Academy 

 TELLIT: Professional Service Provider (PSP) Training 

 TELLIT: ELA/Reading Linguistic Learning Environment 

 TELLIT: ELA/Reading Cognitive Learning Environment 

 TELLIT: ELA/Reading Affective Learning Environment 
 

 

 Available in face-to-face trainings through regional education service centers (ESCs) 
and/or online through Project Share 
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ELA/Reading  

Professional Development Courses 



Assessment 
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STAAR Resources 
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 General resources including accommodation 

information, time limits, Q & A document, STAAR 

graduation flowcharts, etc. 

 

 Specific resources including test blueprints, assessed 

curriculum documents, sample STAAR items, and 

more 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/  

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/student.assessment/staar/


STAAR 
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STAAR 
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TEKS 

Readiness 
Standards  

Supporting 
Standards 

Not 

Assessed 

  Assessed Curriculum 



Eligible content standards Assessment 

70% 

30% 
65% 

35% 

   Assessed Curriculum 
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Contact Student Assessment 
 

 

(512) 463-9536 
 

 
 

student.assessment@tea.state.tx.us 

mailto:student.assessment@tea.state.tx.us


Related News 
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College and Career Readiness 

  

 

   The Texas College & Career resource site, 

www.texascollegeandcareer.org, provides 

information about college options, academic and 

financial preparation for college, higher education 

admissions and career research. 

  

Copyright © Texas Education Agency 2010. All rights reserved. 
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College and Career Planning Website 
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Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills 
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ELA/Reading TEKS 
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  Implemented fall 2009 

 

  Next revision begins spring 2015 

 

  Electronic copies available at  
 http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html 

http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/rules/tac/chapter110/index.html
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Texas Administrative Code (TAC), Title 19, Part II 

Chapter 110. Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for English 

Language Arts and Reading 



ELA/Reading TEKS 
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  Figure 19 charts (English and Spanish) 

available on ELA/Reading webpage at  

 
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=4434 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=4434
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=4434




ELA/Reading TEKS 
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  Vertical alignment charts and other 

resources available at  

 

www.englishspanishteks.net 

http://www.englishspanishteks.net/
http://www.englishspanishteks.net/


Support Site for ELA/Reading 
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www.englishspanishteks.net 

http://www.englishspanishteks.net/
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Reminders 
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Texas Literacy Initiative 
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Dr. Kathy Stewart 

Division of Federal and State Education Policy 

 

(512) 463-1969 

kathy.stewart@tea.state.tx.us 
 

 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221 

 

 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=2147503221


Educator Certification 
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 Live Chat :  

 http://www.tea.state.tx.us/sbecchat.aspx 

 

 Telephone:  (512) 936-8400 

 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5
830&menu_id=865&menu_id2=794 
 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/sbecchat.aspx
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5830&menu_id=865&menu_id2=794
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/index2.aspx?id=5830&menu_id=865&menu_id2=794


Communication 
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http://miller.tea.state.tx.us/list/  

http://miller.tea.state.tx.us/list/


English Language Arts and Reading 
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Questions? 
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Karin Miller 
   Statewide ELA/Reading Coordinator 

Curriculum Division 

 

(512) 463-9581 

 karin.miller@tea.state.tx.us 
 

 

  

mailto:karin.miller@tea.state.tx.us
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 Thank you. We appreciate your 

service to the students of Texas. 

 


