
Starting the school year with student book clubs done right can 
be the single most important way to invite students into a year-
long classroom culture where voice, choice, and commitment are 
not only welcomed but also expected and honored.  

Put simply, a book club is a small group of readers who get 
together to discuss a shared reading experience.  Membership in 
a book club varies throughout the year based on who is reading 
what, and discussions are centered on both the moments of the text 
that caught the reader’s attention and the particular concepts that 
are being studied in class.   

Though book club format is most often used when students 
are reading full-length texts like novels, memoirs, and other non-
fiction books, this format can successfully be used with any text 
and in any learning experience where student-centeredness is 
recognized as the pathway toward engagement. 

Ultimately, book clubs become the place where student talk 
leads to trying on new ideas, making connections, and considering 
varied interpretations.  Book clubs are not about students coming 
together with their pre-answered questions; rather, it is the place 
where unrealized questions are born and then contemplated.  And 
it is the place where those hard-to-reach students come to finally 
recognize that reading is a pretty amazing experience! 

Try the two sources listed below and read on to learn how book 
clubs have affected teachers’ classrooms. lisa.thibodeaux@pisd.edu 

An excellent source for learning more about how to grow 
book club classrooms is Cindy O’Donnell-Allen’s The Book Club 
Companion: Fostering Strategic Readers in the Secondary Classroom 
(Heinemann, 2006).  

To learn more about conferring with student readers and for 
authentic assessment ideas that support student choice reading, 
tap into Penny Kittle’s Book Love: Developing Depth, Stamina, and 
Passion in Adolescent Readers (Heinemann, 2013). 

Chrissi Cawthon, ELA 6 teacher – Frisco ISD

About 5 years ago the way I teach and the way my students 
learn changed drastically. I heard about a new format for a reading 
workshop called book club, and it has opened the doors for every 
student who walks into my classroom. 

My students have been freed from the restrictions of a traditional 
English classroom; they are free to take a personal interest in their 

learning. No longer do my interests and opinions tie them down, 
and no longer do they ever complain of being bored in English 
class. They love coming to class because they’re allowed to choose, 
and by giving them this right as a reader and writer, I am telling 
them that I trust and value what they think. That goes a long way 
with students. I had to relinquish control and become a classroom 
facilitator; I let students take the lead, and I hold their hands when 
necessary.  

Book club perfectly tailors itself to every student in my classroom, 
no matter his or her level or background. Some students arrive 
avid readers, some kind of like reading, and some have never 
read a book in their lives. My goal for each student is different, 
and because of the flexible format book club offers, their goals are 
attainable. And while I might have a different goal for each student, 
my goal for my class is always the same – I want my kids to love to 
read and discover what it is that they enjoy reading. From Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid to Wuthering Heights, I believe that because of book 
club I have been able to foster an atmosphere where kids remember 
that learning is fun, not torture, and always in their best interest. 

Sharon Townsend, English IV teacher – Plano ISD

Nothing is more exciting for teachers than seeing students 
read, but how do we create a love of reading and develop lifelong 
readers in our classrooms?    The Plano West English department 
incorporates book clubs into our curriculum to help attain this 
rewarding goal. 

In our classrooms, book club groups make their own reading 
schedules and come prepared for discussions on book club days – 
and the majority of the students do come prepared because they care 
about what they are reading.  Choice is a commanding motivator!  
Book clubs meet weekly, and discussion comes from the students 
with the teacher serving as a facilitator, observer, and recorder. The 
discussion is open and flowing, although students may use written 
notes and the book to guide their discussions. As the teacher 
listens to the discussions going on, she may hear personal and real 
world connections being made, students asking questions about 
particular passages, characters, conflicts, or themes.  Students may 
even digress, but those digressions are important, too!  

Beginning the year with book clubs
By Lisa Thibodeaux, Electronic Communications’ Manager

from the blogosphere... ...to the website

Begin the new school year with an empathic heart, 
begin with the Empathic Teacher
http://empathicteach.com

With all the activity in the legislature, make sure to 
stay updated at 
http://www.tctela.org/advocacy

continued on page 12
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President’s message 
By Kay Shurtleff, President

August rushes by like desert rainfall,

 A flood of frenzied upheaval,

 Expected,

 But still catching me unprepared.

-  Elizabeth Maua Taylor

Is anybody ever really prepared for the end of summer and the beginning of school? 
Whether you’re in a room with 22 seven-year olds or you have 150 sophomores 
passing through your doorway, the effect is the same. Teaching is exhausting, 
terrifying, energizing, and wonderful. Regardless of how many trips to the teacher 
store we make, how many Diet Cokes we stock pile, how many times we watch the 
bloodborne pathogens video, how much data we analyze, or how many meetings we 
attend, we cannot feel truly prepared.  What’s to be done? Remind ourselves of basic 
principles we already know:

Remember why we went through so much to get here. We’re professional helpers 
and cheerleaders. We see potential in kids, and we want to help them realize it. When 
we entered this profession, we believed our work mattered, and we were right. In no 
other profession could we reach so many people at so many different levels and in so 
many cognitive and affective ways. Without us, what kind of future would there be?

Focus on the art—not the parameters. No campus, no district, no state, and no 
system will ever be the perfect one. Whatever the limits of our situations, though, 
we can continue to refine our educational practices. Every minute we spend with 
students helps us better understand the nuances and complexities of teaching.

Connect with other pros. Mentor—officially or unofficially—a teacher, start a 
conversation, blog, Tweet, read a professional book with a colleague, share an idea on 
Pinterest, lead a professional development session, join Edmodo, attend the TCTELA 
conference. We may not have the luxury of spending time with a think tank, but we 
cannot afford to be isolated. Our entire careers are built around sharing ideas.

Whatever else happens, those things will always be true. I promise to remind you 
of them if you’ll promise to remind me too. We’re all in this together, and ready or 
not, here they come! Kay.Shurtleff@Region10.org 

Saturday, September 21st

8:00 - 12:30 pm

Cost: $40 

Sugar Land Marrio�
Sugar Land, TX

includes breakfast & 
WHACTE membership

YOU’RE INVITED
TO BREAKFAST!

WHACTE
West Houston
Area Council of

Teachers of English

FEATURED
SPEAKERS
Victoria Young 
�om TEA

Dr. Margaret Hale
Valerie Hoehler
�om Blue Willow Bookshop
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“My favorite part of writing for ReadWriteThink is the
opportunity to explicitly link theory and practice. It is
exciting to create material that use wonderful technology
resources and that make connections for classroom
teachers between literacy research and theory.”

Maureen Caroll, Teacher Educator

ReadWriteThink brings a community of the nation’s best
English teachers to my computer desktop with just a click
of the mouse.”

Junius Wright, Secondary Teacher

The online interactive activities on your site are AWESOME!
They allow me to reinforce what the students are learning
in the classroom while at the same time learning how to
use the computer.” 

Julianna Elguicze, Elementary Teacher

WWW.NCTE.ORG • 1-877-369-6283.

National Council of
Teachers of English

• Classroom content written and reviewed by teachers
• A place to publish lesson plans that work with your students
• Classroom-ready interactive tools for students

ReadWriteThink.org is a nonprofit website maintained by the National Council of Teachers and English (NCTE) and the International Reading Association (IRA), 
with support from the Verizon Foundation. The site provides free lesson plans, interactive student materials, web resources, and ELA standards to classroom teachers. 

?
Where are 

one million
educators and 

students finding

Log on to www.readwritethink.org
to see what the buzz is all about!
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This legislative season saw more than 100 bills passed dealing 
with public education. The Texas Education Agency has compiled 
a briefing book describing the impact of all of the new education 
laws. To access that book, visit TEA’s website.

On July 19th, TEA released a statement that Commissioner Michael 
Williams has sought clarification from the U.S. Department of 
Education regarding USDE’s authority to waive specific provisions 
of the NCLB Act of 2001. Because of the needed waiver from the 
federal government, there will be no impact in school year 2013-
2014 from HB 866. However, there may be some changes for the 
2014-2015 school year if the waiver is approved. To find out more 
about this waiver request and the clarification requested, please 
visit TEA’s website. 

On August 2nd, TEA provided districts and charter schools more 
information about the transition regarding House Bill 5. This 
transition will include numerous significant policy changes 
surrounding the state assessment program for 2013-2014. 
Commissioner of Education Williams announced that the staff at 
TEA is working hard to share information about these transitions 
as quickly as possible. These policy changes include a redesign of 
STAAR English I and II assessments, a limit on district-administered 
benchmark assessments to no more than two for any corresponding 
grade/subject per year, and a proposal to maintain the phase-in  
1 STAAR performance standards for the 2013-2014 school year. 
For more information on these policy changes, please visit TEA’s 
website.  grithale@aol.com

Inscribed on the silver doors at Gringotts Bank:
Enter, stranger, but take heed

Of what awaits the sin of greed,
For those who take, but do not earn,
Must pay most dearly in their turn.

So if you seek beneath our floors
A treasure that was never yours,

Thief, you have been warned, beware
Of finding more than treasure there.

-JK ROWLING

The Executive Committee of the TCTELA board met June 
23, 2013 via a phone conference for the annual budget meeting.  
Participating committee members included Alana Morris, 
Executive Secretary; Katrina Gonzales, Past President; Kay 
Shurtleff, President; Tim Martindell, President-Elect; and Amy 
Blakely, Executive Director.  The budget was reviewed and voted 
on by the board of directors June 29, 2013 in Corpus Christi, Texas.

Legislative happenings
By Margaret Hale, SLATE/NCTE Representative

Gringotts Vault (Financial Update) 
By Alan Morris, Executive Secretary

Fewer companies are advertising in the journal and newsletter.  
In efforts to recover some of the lost revenue, TCTELA is exploring 
the option of hosting ads, through a company called Website 
Marketing Multiview, on our website.  The organization can 
decide which advertisements will be allowed and which ones we 
feel should be excluded.  The board will create a process for making 
decisions based on our constitution and bylaws.  This project 
requires a three-year commitment from the organization.

The 2013-2014 budget is a balanced budget based on at least 
650 attendees registering for the 2014 conference slated for Corpus 
Christi January 31-February 2.  The conference registration fee 
will be $210 for all national keynote speakers and all concurrent 
sessions.  Luncheons will require a separate ticket at $25 each. 

The budget year for non-profit organizations runs from July 1 to 
June 30.  The year-end statement for 2012-2013 closed out slightly 
over budget due to increased printing expenses and increased 
NCTE conference expenses. Changes were made in this year’s 
budget to account for the increased costs. The TCTELA board 
strives to ensure that we continue to have available resources to 
bring leading literacy experts and authors to our annual conference. 

As Corpus Christi is a new location, we would like everyone’s 
help is getting the word out.  Please encourage your colleagues, 
especially new teachers, to attend this powerful literacy event.  

We invite each of you to be part of our member financial audit, 
which takes place each year during the conference.  Through 
this process, the TCTELA financial statements and supporting 
documents are transparent for our members.

We look forward to seeing everyone in Corpus Christi!  Please 
register soon as available campus funds are typically exhausted early 
in the school year.  Alana.Morris@springbranchisd.com 

http://www.tea.state.tx.us/Communications/Announcements/2013_Announcements/Legislative_briefing_book_details_new_laws/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/Communications/Press_Releases/2013_releases/TEA_seeks_federal_clarification_on_HB_866_waiver_request/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/Communications/Press_Releases/2013_releases/TEA_provides_school_districts_and_charters_more_information_regarding_HB_5_transition/
http://www.tea.state.tx.us/Communications/Press_Releases/2013_releases/TEA_provides_school_districts_and_charters_more_information_regarding_HB_5_transition/
mailto:grithale@aol.com
mailto:Alana.Morris@springbranchisd.com
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socially aware of others’ feelings. As teachers 
of the English language arts, we have the 
perfect tools at our disposal to promote this 
type of social development in our students; 
we have books!

While the list of books for promoting 
empathy development is extensive, here are 
a few great places to start. For elementary 
teachers, the 2012 masterworks Wonder by 
R.J. Palacio or Out of My Mind by Sharon 
Draper can help readers take in the feelings 
of children who are bullied and ostracized 
because of obvious physical maladies. Not 
only does the reader feel the pain of the main 
characters, one with facial abnormalities 
and one with debilitating cerebral palsy, but, 
as empathetic sensitivity develops, readers 
cannot help but begin to evaluate how they 
have treated their own peers with similar 
disabilities.  

Middle school teachers can help readers 
contemplate similar treatment of students 
with physical conditions by reading Tony 
Abbott’s Firegirl (2007), a beautiful book 
about the maltreatment of a seventh 
grader who was badly burned in a fire. 
Discrimination against those with physical 
abnormalities does not limit itself to those 
as severe as mentioned previously. Students 
often lack empathy for peers who struggle 
with weight issues as well.  “A Brief Moment 
in the Life of Angus Bethune,” a short story 
in Chris Crutcher’s  Athletic Shorts (1989) 
introduces readers to Angus, who grapples 
with a lifetime of abuse related to his weight.  
Keeping with Chris Crutcher, teachers 
can also introduce students to Staying Fat 
for Sarah Burns (1993), which combines 
discrimination related to weight and physical 
disfigurement.      

While promoting our students’ empathetic 
sensitivities for others with outwardly 
noticeable differences may be one place 
to begin, a much harder lesson to learn 
is empathetic sensitivity for others who 
are socially different from us. Teachers of 
elementary grade students might choose 
Kathryn Erskine’s Mockingbird (2011) to help 

As the 2013-2014 school year commences, 
teachers will be busy preparing to make 
this the most exciting, effective year of 
educating students. They will be thinking 
about the legislation that passed in Austin 
over the summer and contemplating how 
to prepare their students for what these new 
laws will mean. They will be reviewing the 
TEKS and developing better ways to teach 
second graders how to “make inferences and 
draw conclusions” and sixth graders how to 
“analyze the function of stylistic elements” 
and English I students how to “analyze 
non-linear plot development.” They will be 
planning engaging lessons based on inquiry 
that will allow the 21st century student plenty 
of opportunity to utilize the digital literacies.  

It is really encouraging to think about 
all of the wonderfully creative teachers out 
there who are, right now, working so hard 
to educate students so that they can reach 
maximum academic achievement. But…
how, among all of the academic noise, are 
teachers able to hear the voices of the social 
beings in their classrooms? Where, in their 
lesson plans, can they make a concentrated 
effort to teach these connected kids to really 
connect and see each other, to understand the 
difficult dynamics of human relationships, 
and to be empathetic?

 According to Merriam Webster (2013), 
empathy is “the action of understanding, 
being aware of, being sensitive to, and 
vicariously experiencing the feelings, 
thoughts, and experience of another of 
either the past or present without having 
the feelings, thoughts, and experience fully 
communicated in an objectively explicit 
manner” (Empathy). When students have 
empathetic sensitivities, they know when 
their words and actions cause hurt without 
having to be told. They know when their 
words and actions help to heal a hurt and 
right a wrong without having to be told. In 
essence, students who are empathetic know 
how to be respectful human beings who, in 
turn, promote a socially just world.  

The tricky part is that empathy is learned; 
we humans have to be taught how to be 

Throughout the world of education, 
school bells ring, students learn, and 
teachers mold the environment for 
learning.  In Pakistan a group of school girls 
gather in the living room of a dedicated and 
courageous teacher out of the eye of the 
Taliban.  In Zimbabwe a teaching couple 
sets up a makeshift school in the green 
shadows of a baobab tree encouraging the 
villagers to send their students.  In Kosovo 
students cross frozen lakes to reach their 
school building.  

In Texas, the learning environment in 
your school facility may look physically 
different from these other examples, but 
one factor remains the same:  dedicated 
teachers. Your organization, the Texas 
Council of Teachers of English Language 
Arts, places great value on teachers and 
understands that, without our dedicated 
teachers, our profession stagnates.  

Won’t you consider nominating a 
colleague for one of the following esteemed 
awards?

• Dr. Edmund J. Farrell – Lifetime 
Achievement Award

• Teacher of the Year Award  
(outstanding elementary, middle 
school, high school, and college 
educator)

• Mercedes Bonner Leadership Award

Please see http://www.tctela.org/
nominations/ and nominate that deserving 
educator. 

katgonmom@gmail.com 

Empathetic instruction: 
Contemplating our purpose as 
English language arts teachers
By Kim Pinkerton, Vice President-Elect for Membership and Affiliates

The education 
road is paved with 
great teachers
By Katrina Gonzales, Past President

Follow TCTELA 
on Twitter: @tctela

continued on page 11
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Texas Council of Teachers of English Language Arts
49TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE AND EXPOSITION
January 31 - February 2, 2014 
 
Omni Corpus Christi 
900 North Shoreline Boulevard 
Corpus Christi, Texas 
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TCTELA Annual Conference discount is available until December 
20, 2013. Reference Texas Council of Teachers of English Language 
Arts (discounted rate is limited). Book early. All conference activities 
will be held at the Omni Hotel. 
 
 

REGISTRANT INFORMATION 
 

Registration: To avoid a delay in processing and email 
confirmation, all fields are required to be completed.  
 
Registration is also available online at tctela.org. 
 
❑  I am a new member.

Membership Number:  _________________________________

Name: ______________________________________________

Mailing Address: ______________________________________

City, State, Zip: _______________________________________

Phone (H): __________________ (W): ____________________
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____________________________________________________

School Campus: _______________________________________
 
❑  Elementary    ❑  Middle   ❑  High
❑  College    ❑  Administration

First Year TCTELA Attendee:   ❑   Yes    ❑  No

❑  Please check if you require specific aids or services under 
the Americans with Disabilities Act in order to participate in this 
conference. 
 
Made payable to TCTELA. Complete form and postmark with 
payment by December 20, 2013 to receive discounted rate: 
 

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION 
 
Submit separate form for each registration. Check amount can be 
combined for multiple registations.  
 
FULL CONFERENCE PACKAGE
Includes Friday through Sunday workshops, professional development and 
luncheons, membership celebration, and poetry reading 

Before 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $260  ❑ New Member  $295
After 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $310  ❑ New Member  $345  
 
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE PASS - FRIDAY 1/18 OR SATURDAY 1/19
Does not include professional development luncheon. 
 

Select day	 	 ❑ Friday Pass   ❑ Saturday Pass
Before 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $145  ❑ New member  $180
After 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $195 ❑ New member  $230 
 
ONE-DAY CONFERENCE PASS - SUNDAY 1/20
Includes Sunday workshops 
  

Before 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $80  ❑ New Member  $105
After 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $120  ❑ New Member  $145 
 
THREE-DAY, A LA CARTE CONFERENCE PASS
Luncheons not included 
  

Before 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $210  ❑ New Member  $245
After 12/20  ❑ Professional Member  $260  ❑ New Member  $295

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT LUNCHEONS 
Each professional development luncheon is $25. 
  

❑ Friday Luncheon with Walter Dean Myers, Author  
❑ Saturday Luncheon with Jan Seale, 2012 Texas Poet Laureate and Ansen 
Seale, Photographer 
 
STUDENT, PARENT OR RETIRED PROFESSIONAL CONFERENCE PASS 
Friday, Saturday, or Sunday.  Luncheon is not included. 
  

Select day	 	 ❑ Friday Pass         ❑ Saturday Pass         ❑ Sunday Pass 
Before 12/20 ❑ Professional Member  $85  ❑ New Member  $100
After 12/20 ❑ Professional Member  $135  ❑ New Member  $150 
 
Grand Total $ ____________________________________________
 
 
PAYMENT INFORMATION 
 

Payment is being made by:
❑ Credit Card    ❑ Personal Check    ❑ Company Check    ❑  P.O. Number 

Credit Card Info: 
❑  MasterCard       ❑  VISA       ❑  Discover

Account Number:  _________________________________________

Expiration Date: _________________ CSV Code:_________________ 

Cardholder Name (print): ___________________________________

Cardholder Address: _______________________________________

City, State, Zip: ___________________________________________

Phone: __________________________________________________

I authorize TCTELA to charge my credit card in the amount of 
$ _____________  

Authorized Signature:  _____________________________________

Total amount of check or purchase order is $ ______________ 
(Make check payable to TCTELA)
 
Check #_________________            P.O. #_________________

TCTELA
919 Congress Avenue #1400
Austin, Texas 78701
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Part one of this article explored a process that utilizes student 
independent reading in academically relevant ways. Through this 
process, students are able to reveal their thinking about their reading. 
With this transparency, teachers are able to guide their students’ 
thinking, so the students may grow as thinkers and readers. By 
responding about their reading in writing, students practice the kinds 
of academic writing they will use throughout their time in academia. 
In part two, this article will provide feedback from the teachers who 
employed this process with their students. In addition, this article will 
discuss the implications of using this process across grade levels and 
disciplines. 

Process Feedback
Although no numerical data was collected to determine if 

students’ reading levels improved by using this process, through 
teacher observation, student feedback and performance, and parent 
comments the independent reading response process can be viewed 
as a success. Participating teachers noticed a marked improvement 
in their students’ written responses by the end of the year. All 
students showed some improvement in independent reading, 
academic writing, and critical thinking. Many students demonstrated 
remarkable development. By the end of the year, many student 
responses revealed that students were thinking critically, organizing 
their thoughts intentionally, and using conventions accurately. 
Student feedback about the responses was mainly positive. Most 
students agreed that the responses helped them to think about their 
reading in meaningful ways. They also felt that the responses helped 
their writing. In addition to the teacher observation and student 
feedback and performance, parents also provided positive feedback. 
Several parents mentioned that they recognized improvement in their 
child’s reading and writing. Many parents stated that they had never 
seen their child write so well. Based on this information, the teachers 
feel strongly that this process was beneficial for their students. 

Process across Grade Levels and Disciplines
Vertically aligning with the other language arts grade levels would 

be beneficial since the students would already be experts in the 
process. Last year the participating teachers spent much of the first 
quarter familiarizing the students with the process. Next year, these 
students will most likely have to learn a new process for independent 
reading with different expectations. Obviously, this is inefficient 
pedagogy, but the participating teachers feel that with several years 
of positive results this may convince other teachers to adopt this 
practice. In a meeting in May, the fifth grade teachers in the district 
expressed interest in using this process which may provide interesting 
results. Last year, two social studies teachers used this process in 
their classrooms. The results were very positive. Students showed 
the transfer of literate practices from the language arts classroom 
into another classroom through their reading and their responses. 
If teachers across the disciplines adopt similar processes to read and 
reflect, the language arts teacher can promote and support the kinds 
of thinking required in those disciplines. 

Conclusion
In an effort to transform independent reading and its relevance in 

the classroom, three teachers over the course of one year developed a 
process that unifies multiple literate practices. Couched in Rosenblatt’s 
reader response theory and Vygotsky’s notion that writing is a tool to 
mediate thinking, this process unites independent reading, reflection 
through writing, student-teacher conferences, academic writing 
practices, the writing process, and vocabulary and grammar study. 
As this process continues to evolve, more data will be gathered to 
determine the process’ usefulness and impact on young readers and 
writers not only in their language arts classroom but also outside the 
school doors. 
bassb@ltisdschools.org 

Responding to independent reading  
in the ELA classroom – Part 2
By Brian Bass, Recording Secretary

Let summer guide your school year
By Katrina Gonzales, Past President

What’s that smell?  Can’t you smell it?  
Ahhhhh…just like freshly mowed grass 
signals spring, nothing rivals the plastic 
smell of the inner cavity of a brand-new 
pencil pouch to signal the beginning of 
school.  Well, there are probably a host 
of other sights and smells that would 
trump the example above, but, for each 
of us, student and teacher, principal and 
parent, the beginning of school elicits a 

whole treasure trove of memories and  
new beginnings.

During the summer months, teachers 
recharge and renew themselves in various 
ways, from family vacations, to professional 
development, to reading that #1 bestseller 
that happens NOT to be on the YA list 
{gasp!}.  What do we do during the school 
year, though, that keeps us recharged and 
renewed?

One way to constantly recharge and 
renew is to take hints from your most 
relaxing days of summer and incorporate 
them throughout your year.  

1. Occasionally, indulge in a book 
outside of your teaching realm, 
whether it is an adult fictional novel, 
or a non-fiction read regarding a 
topic that is important to you.

continued on page 14

mailto:bassb@ltisdschools.org
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they have helped them develop 
their skills as English teachers.  
This year’s books were: So What 
Do They Really Know? by Cris 
Tovani, The Grammar Devotional 
by Mignon Fogarty, and  When 
Writing With Technology Matters 
by Carol Bedard and Charles 
Furhken. 

The organization encourages 
all language arts teachers in 
Region 15 to support its efforts 
and become involved in the 
activities planned for the coming 
year. Membership applications 
can be found online.   
jennifer.engle@saisd.org 

The Concho Valley Teachers of English 
held their 4th Annual Summer Conference 
in San Angelo on July 22, 2013 with a 
record number of registrants. The full-
day conference focused on the theme 
Shifting Responsibility: Effective Instruction 
for Independent Learners and featured the 
NCTE Co-sponsored keynote speaker 
Katie Greene from Milton High School in 
Georgia. 

Ms. Greene, who was a previous NCTE 
Teacher of the Year and is currently serving 
as the associate chair of NCTE’s Secondary 
Section Steering committee, packed her 
workshop with a plethora of activities 
teachers can take straight to the classroom 
(all of which may found on the CVTE 
Website). Teachers learned or reaffirmed 
in the workshop the central idea that 
effective instruction includes lessons with 
interesting activities that require critical 
thinking and produce authentic products.

The breakout sessions offered additional 
avenues to creating independent learners 
such as preparing students to sufficiently 
and succinctly “trim the fat” from their 
essays; incorporating a gradual release of 
responsibility model through lessons and 
formative assessments; using visual arts to 
stimulate student interest; and supporting 
student learning with organization skills 
through works-in-progress notebooks. 

Many teachers in the Concho Valley’s 
forty-three districts work diligently to 
continuously better themselves as teachers, 
and CVTE recognized two teachers’ efforts 
with the Secondary and Elementary 
Teacher of the Year presentations.  Fourth 
grade teacher Wanda Holik from Wall 
Elementary and English III teacher Deidre 
Dallas of Ballinger High School received 
the honors this year for their dedication to 
the profession.  

Recognizing that professional books serve 
as a beneficial resource in isolated districts 
such as the ones located in Region 15, book 
talks have become a tradition at the CVTE 
Annual Summer Conference.  Teachers 
offer a synopsis of the books and how 

(L to R) Ashlee Weishuhn, Connie 
Lindsey, featured speaker Katie 
Greene, and Jennifer Engle

Deidra Dallas, Secondary Teacher of 
the Year, and Wanda Holik, Elementary 
Teacher of the Year, were the first 
recipients of the new awards.

One set of door prize winners 
show off their goods.

Creating independent learners main goal for 
affiliate conference
By Jennifer Engle, Editor, Texas Voices

http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9489
http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9489
http://www.amazon.com/The-Grammar-Devotional-Successful-Writing/dp/0805091653
http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9715&r=
http://www.stenhouse.com/shop/pc/viewprd.asp?idProduct=9715&r=
https://cvte.wikispaces.com/Membership
http://cvte.wikispaces.com/4th+Annual+Summer+Conference
http://cvte.wikispaces.com/4th+Annual+Summer+Conference
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Picture book biographies are a great way to provide students 
with background information about a variety of people of interest.  
In the past year this genre has piqued the interest of many readers.  
Here are several you might want to consider for your classroom.  

Helen’s Big World:  The Life of Helen Keller 
by Doreen Rappaport

The beautiful illustration (by Matt Tavares) 
on the front cover of this book draws you in 
instantly. Not only is Helen Keller featured in 
profile on the front, the title of the book also 

appears at the top of the front cover printed in Braille.  
Rappaport masterfully tells the story of Helen Keller’s life all the 

way from six-month-old Helen who babbled and gurgled like any 
other baby to her death at the age of 87.

Readers learn about Keller’s successes as well as her 
struggles. Additionally, each page features a direct quote from 
Helen Keller embedded into the text. These direct quotes are 
specific examples in Keller’s own words that support the text. 
What a great mentor text for students to see how they can embed 
direct quotes into their own writing! Learn more about the author, 
Doreen Rappaport, at www.doreenrappaport.com. 

Noah and His Words 
by Jeri Chase Ferris

I am always on the lookout for good 
books about words to use with students, 
and this one certainly did not disappoint.  

In this fun biography about the life 
of Noah Webster, Ferris models for the reader how dictionary 
definitions work by embedding them in the text.  For example, 
on the first page, Ferris writes, “He was, he said, ‘full of CON-FI-
DENCE’ [noun:  belief that one is right] from the very beginning.”  I 
love the way the author shows readers how dictionary definitions 

work without ever saying how they work; the perfect example of 
showing rather than telling.

This book would be great as part of a text set with so many other 
books out there, from A Northern Light by Jennifer Donnelly to any 
of the Lemony Snicket books to Donovan’s Word Jar by Monalisa 
DeGross.  The connections for word-lovers are endless.  

To learn more about the author, visit her website at http://www.
jerichaseferris.com/.

Balloons Over Broadway 
by Melissa Sweet

Balloons Over Broadway:  The True Story 
of the Puppeteer of Macy’s Parade beautifully 
tells the story of Tony Sarg and how 
his love of figuring out how things  

moved led him to the creation of the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day 
Parade balloons.  

Sarg began his career at the age of 6 when he devised a way to 
feed the chickens at six-thirty in the morning without ever leaving 
his cozy bed.  As an adult, he moved to London and began making 
marionettes whose movements were so lifelike they performed like 
real actors.  

When he returned to New York, word of his marionettes reached 
Macy’s and they asked him to design a puppet parade for their 
famous holiday window displays.  The rest, as they say, is history.

Sweet’s beautifully illustrated biography of Tony Sarg will give 
readers of all ages a glimpse into the history of the famous Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade balloons.  It will be hard watching 
the yearly parade in the same way ever again. Visit the author/
illustrator’s website at www.melissasweet.net.

These picture book biographies are just the tip of the iceberg!  
For help finding more picture book biographies to use, visit with 
a school librarian or check out http://www.whisperingspines.com. 
grithale@aol.com

Picture book biographies
By Margaret Hale, SLATE/NCTE Representative

How w
ill

you ce
le

bra
te

th
e 5

th
 A

nnual

Natio
nal D

ay on
 W

rit
in

g? NCTE Write2Connect 
NCTE joins the The New York Times Learning Network and the National Writing Project to 

encourage students and teachers to talk about the ways they use writing to connect -- 
between subject areas, with other people, with organizations and opportunities, and more.

On October 19-20, tweet out the way you use writing to make connections and post them to Twitter using 
the hashtag #Write2Connect and, if space allows, #dayonwriting. Our goals are to share your thoughts 

publicly while we get #Write2Connect as a trending topic on Twitter this year, just as #WhatIWrite was a 
trending topic last year and #WhyIWrite was a trending topic the year before!

The National Day on Writing falls on a Sunday this year so please hold your community and school 
celebrations when it's convenient for you. And please do Tweet #Write2Connect on October 20!

#Write2Connect       #dayonwritingOctober 19-20th

http
://w

ww.n
ct

e.o
rg

/d
ayonwrit

in
g

Get
 Id

ea
s!

TW
EET

#W
rit

e2
Connec

t

#dayonwrit
in

g

http://www.doreenrappaport.com/
http://www.jerichaseferris.com/
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authors on the Bluebonnet and Newberry lists. I have spent my life 
making friends with people like Judy Bloom, Norma Fox Mazer, 
Cormac McCarthy, and Elie Wiesel. I also made friends with Harry 
and Hermione, the doomed Cleary clan, a silly girl named Daisy, 
and even the diabolical Mr. Hyde. Since childhood, I have longed 
to connect with authors and their works, but never seemed to have 
screwed up the courage to write the letter to them I had composed 
fourteen times in my head.   

Twitter bridges that gap and connects across cultures, oceans, 
time zones, and other barriers to bring authors and their readers 
digitally face to face. Recently, I have had some extremely 
scintillating conversations on Twitter with published authors 
whose books I have read and loved. I tweeted to see if they were 
“just like us.” Would they respond? What would they say? Would 
they be funny or serious? Would they think I was some rabid, crazy 
fan stalking them?  Will anyone know how many times I check my 
@-mentions to see if they actually tweeted back? And does that 
make me crazy?  

I have been pleasantly and humbly surprised.  They are normal.  
They are kind.  They are funny. They respond thoughtfully and 
quickly sometimes. They retweet and even follow us if they think we 
are interesting (and NOT crazy). They cross the space once closed 
with an iron grip by agents and publishers and editors and the press 
with the click of a button.  They allow us to hear their thoughts and 
they even tell other people about interesting things we “common” 
folk say.  And for a moment, for a shining moment, we are all the 
same.  We are readers, writers and thinkers, and we connect just by 
being brave enough to reach across the digital divide and make a 
new “friend.” Well, we are kind of friends.  Twitter friends.

Great authors to follow on Twitter who interact with their 
readership regularly:

• Matt Bondurant – @mbondurant – Author of Wettest County 
in the World (Lawless) and The Night Swimmer, currently also 
a professor at UT Dallas, uses a lot of photography.

• Sarah Dessen – @sarahdessen – YA author of books like 
Someone Like You – hilarious tweets – the most “like us”!

• Neil Gaiman – @neilhimself – Author of Neverwhere, Stardust, 
Graveyard Book – tweets with lots of authors, has thought-
provoking and often humorous one-liners.

The new “Dear Author” letter: Twitter
By Molly Adams, TCTELA Vice President for Membership and Affiliates

In today’s pop culture rags found in the newsstand, headlines 
most likely catch the average person’s eye when the celebrities are 
doing something “just like us.” But are they really “just like us”? 
And why is this phenomenon important? It’s simple: we long to 
connect.  

As readers, writers, and teachers, many of us have our own 
version of today’s rock stars: we love our authors.  Amazingly, 
favorite authors are now accessible via social media and the Internet 
in general, in ways they never were before.  They write blogs, tweet, 
post pictures to Instagram or tumblr, and even allow people to 
contact them directly via email on personal official websites. We 
can take them along in our pocket or car; we can follow their 
goings-on in any country at any moment, simply because they have 
taken the enormous step to make part of their writing lives public. 
Perhaps this is not necessarily something that makes them “just 
like us”; they are published and even famous, while many of us are 
not for a variety of reasons. However, sites like Twitter allow the 
common reader, educator, writer, or student to access published 
writers with ease using a new form of “Dear Author” letters: the 
140-character opportunity to be a biggest fan, a nosy reporter, a 
collector of quips, and even just a regular “Joe” having a regular 
conversation with a guy named Joe… Hill, that is.  What used to 
take months in response from authors now only takes seconds… if 
they choose to respond.  

When we were small, our teachers and librarians may have 
brought authors to our campus or tiny libraries to make personal 
connections with young readers and writers.  Mrs. Gilmer, my 
librarian at Northrich Elementary in Richardson, was a gem. She 
introduced me to Marc Brown and Arthur (when he was new!), Ivy 
Ruckman and Night of the Twisters, and many other award-winning 

continued on page 13

One of the benefits of TCTELA conferences:  
Molly Adams poses with one of her Twitter 
friends, author Matt de la Pena
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According to an 
interview in December 
2012 with Phil Simon 
at The Huffington Post, 
Lee LeFever claims that 
“communication is the most 
common craft we have.”

This could not be 
more true, literally and 
figuratively.  LeFever is the founder, designer 
and maker (he calls it “Chief Explainer” on 
his book jackets and website) of Common 
Craft, a revolutionary website and company 
for video/digital explanations in today’s 
constantly burgeoning tech industry.  
Anyone can find his videos and explanations 
about things like RSS feeds, Wikis, Project 
Based Learning, and Zombies on his site, 
http://www.commoncraft.com as well as 
on his YouTube feed (search “Common 
Craft”). LeFever himself proudly declares 
in his Preface that Common Craft has 
become a household name for “making 
complex ideas easy to understand.” He has 
worked with corporate giants like Google, 
Lego, Intel, and Ford to help them connect 
with consumers and the public and explain 
things… better.

According to LeFever’s first published 
book, to become one’s own “Explanation” 
or “Information” specialist, a person 
needs to know just how to market him- 
or herself. As people present their ideas, 
that presentation alone is its own form of 
marketing and helps people improve their 
communication efficacy. LeFever believes 
that better explanations can improve social 
and professional interactions. Through 
the lens of research, relatable examples, 
and every day people’s work, LeFever uses 
this book to help people plan, package, 
and present their ideas in a marketable, 
understandable, and accessible manner.  
By incorporating QR codes into his text, 
LeFever can also connect his readers with 
videos that work with particular sections 
or serve as examples.  Continuing in this 
digital vein, LeFever has made his book 
available in “enhanced” e-book form as 
well as hard copy via sites like Amazon, 

Barnes and Noble, and iTunes (http://www.
commoncraft.com/art-explanation).

His simple but engaging drawings, 
instantly recognizable to fans of Common 
Craft videos, are expertly placed throughout 
the text to reinforce ideas, clarify concepts, 
and “explain” things visually. LeFever 
provides personal examples of his ideas at 
work, offering access to his successes and 
failures, and even recognizes the constraints 
associated with explaining things. His book 
provides an extensive bibliography and link 
list, as well as a thorough index.  

Educators and students alike can connect 
with his ideas or a variety of levels, and 
seeing the success of Common Craft and its 
creations, readers of The Art of Explanation 
can find simple yet effective tools for 
presenting lessons, doing their own 
presentations at conferences or trainings, 
or just explaining concepts as an educator.  
Using LeFever’s problem-solving model 
for explanations, teachers can become 
experts at their own special “craft” of 
communicating. 

Back in the Huffington Post interview, 
Simon asks for LeFever’s final words of 
advice to those who want help “explaining 
things.” LeFever keeps it simple and 
“common” to everyone: build context, tell 
a story, and use analogies and connections. 
And that – that can help anyone develop 
the “art of explanation.”

Connect with Molly via Twitter @finchgirl10 
or at fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com. Connect 
with Lee LeFever via Twitter @leelefever 
or @commoncraft, and via his website,  
http://www.commoncraft.com.
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Communicating via The Art of 
Explanation by Lee LeFever
By Molly Adams, TCTELA Vice President for Membership and Affiliates

students investigate their levels of empathy for 
students who differ from them both socially 
and emotionally. Mockingbird tells the story 
of a young girl coping with Asperger’s.  

Jerry Spinnelli’s Crash (2004) takes middle 
school readers on a different journey, as 
this story is told from a bully’s perspective. 
Readers watch as Crash torments his neighbor 
because of perceived social differences 
and subsequently reaches his own level of 
empathetic growth.  In addition, Laurie Halse 
Anderson’s Speak (1999) can help high school 
readers understand the extreme dangers of 
verbally tormenting others.  This story of the 
unspeakable abuse that a victim of date rape 
receives from her friends is one that forces 
readers to contemplate past, present, and 
future interactions with others around them.  
Empathetic growth is certain because of the 
power of this book.

So, as we all prepare to be the best English 
language arts teachers we can be, let us not 
get so lost in the laws, standards, and tests 
that we forget about the ever-present human 
needs of our students, the need to grow in 
empathy and kindness toward their fellow 
human beings.  We cannot forget what is 
the most important part of our job, creating 
compassionate citizens who will further the 
advancement of our society.  Remember the 
words of Kylene Beers and Robert E. Probst 
in their thought-provoking article written for 
English in Texas in 2010.  

“At a time when our own lives are bumping 
up against those of people across the globe, at 
a time when a principal of a school would label 
a child a “slipable,” when a superintendent 
could deem passing a test to be the most 
important goal of the year, when a boy would 
feel such despair from his roommate’s actions 
that jumping off a bridge is his salvation, 
then we fear that the standards we have set 
for ourselves as a nation are far too low—
common standards, indeed. We want better 
for our schools, far better for our students. 
We want students considering situations 
from another point of view, experiencing 
things they have never before experienced; 
we want them developing empathy” (p. 6). 
pinkertonk@uhd.edu

Empathic 
instruction
continued from page 5

http://www.commoncraft.com
http://www.commoncraft.com/art-explanation
http://www.commoncraft.com/art-explanation
mailto:fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/phil-simon/explain-effectively_b_2260908.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/phil-simon/explain-effectively_b_2260908.html
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/phil-simon/explain-effectively_b_2260908.html
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We have made changes in the structure and format of our book 
clubs along the way to meet the needs of our students and to 
enhance their engagement.  We have given total choice to students 
as long as they could create a book club group (instead of limiting 
their choices to books we recommended).  One of the major 
changes is giving the students class time for reading; we decided if 
reading was valuable and important then we would give students 
time in class to read. 

This coming school year, we hope to increase our conferring 
time with individual students because the conferences are how we 
keep track of the progress of our students. Our teachers are going 
to do book talks on a steady basis, some choosing to book talk (3-4 
minutes) each day. We also want to provide a classroom library for 
our students, so teachers have been working on getting books.  

The results of book club have been amazing.  It is exciting for 
teachers to hear students talk about books and see them want 
to read what their friends are reading.  We have discovered that 
even with high school seniors it is never too late to instill a love  
of reading!

Kate Nelson, English III teacher – Birdville ISD

“So, Mrs. N, I have this book in mind for the next book club – I 
don’t think you’ve talked about it before, but I really want to read 
it,” Hunter announces as he saunters up to my desk after class. 

“Sure, what book are you thinking of?” I reply.  
After Hunter proudly states the title, I whoop, “That is one of 

my favorite books!  Who told you about it?”  His straight-faced 
response couldn’t have astonished me more.  

“Trevor tweeted about it.”
Trevor, a swishy basketball shorts and Vans-wearing student-

athlete, is one of my juniors this year – a self-described “non-reader.”  
Trevor struggles, to put it lightly, with the reading invitation in my 
classroom for juniors: read two hours a week, at least, outside of 
class.  In fact, Trevor struggles so much with reading that his mom 
told me within the first few months of school that “Trevor has 
hated reading since kindergarten.”  Trevor and I worked together 
for months trying to find a book that he likes.  I had been trying 
everything in my YA bag of tricks – Ellen Hopkins, Suzanne Collins, 
Josh Hamilton, John Green, Andre Agassi, you name the athlete or 
tried-and-true YA author, and he’d given the book a try.  

All of this rushes to my mind as Hunter’s earnest face is still 
peering at me from under his fraternity hair swoop, waiting for 
me to respond to his statement about Trevor’s tweet.  I try to hide 
my shock and I say something like, “Awesome!  Now he will have 
someone to talk with about it.  Go for it; you will love the book.”  
I rush Hunter out of my room so I can have a few moments to 
consider about what has just taken place.  As I think back, I cannot 
remember exactly how that particular title came to Trevor, except 
that one student originally asked me about the book and then 
several other students followed suit.  

Trevor’s story shows the power of a developing reading culture 
within a school.  Yes, classroom book clubs work.  Yes, self-selected 
reading works. Yes, book talks work.  But to me, Trevor’s story shows 

Beginning the year with book clubs
continued from page 1

more than that.  His story reflects the beginning of an authentic 
culture shift at our high school – one student recommending a 
book to his whole group of peers.  Not only has he found a book/
topic/genre he likes, he is proud to share the title with all of his 
2,117 Twitter followers, thereby identifying himself publicly as 
a reader.

Donna MacKinney, middle school librarian – Plano ISD

My first teaching position in Texas was an inner city classroom 
with seventeen special education students (kinder through sixth 
grade), one assistant teacher who was often called away, and two 
file cabinets full of ditto masters. After watching me work from 
dawn to dark for many weeks, the teacher across the hall issued 
a threat: she had better never ever catch me doing any task that 
I could teach a kid to do.  I took her words to heart and began 
teaching students to take an active role in the daily running of 
the classroom.  This concept became a guiding principle from that 
day forward. 

Now many years later as teachers and district administrators 
ask me to provide recommendations for genre or concept book 
clubs, I shift much of that work to students, incorporating their 
opinions into the selection process. 

Students participate in two ways: focus groups and class  
test drives.

Focus groups are selected carefully, including students who are 
thoughtful, articulate, and willing to speak even if their viewpoints 
differ from the majority. I prepare questions covering essential 
ground and then let conversation flow (with a student note-taker 
nearby).  This method works when exploring issues or general 
preferences rather than specific titles.  

The second method is a class test drive in the library to examine 
pre-selected books.  We inform the students of the unit focus and 
criteria used to build the test collection, making sure that students 
understand that their opinions will influence financial decisions as 
well as the education of future students. Questions probe whether 
characters or topics are interesting, if they wanted to read more, 
and if they would recommend the title to a friend. We ask them to 
assign a star rating and to describe the book in three words. The 
final question is, “Which book will you check out right now?” 

Initially we were concerned that some students would not 
engage, or worse, would actively disrupt. But after working through 
the process with hundreds of students, I am convinced that they 
are anxious to be heard and take the opportunity seriously.

Focus groups and test drives provide valuable information in 
our mission to deliver books that students really want to read. 
Even more important, these steps–browse a few pages, read a few 
paragraphs, assess the book in relation to other books available, 
and keep reading or not–are steps that avid readers take quickly 
and intuitively. By structuring, modeling, and providing practice, 
we are establishing a skill that will move students toward 
independence in book selection, a hallmark of committed readers.

http://www.birdvilleschools.net/
http://www.birdvilleschools.net/


CALL FOR SUBMISSIONS
Publication: English in Texas, Volume 43.2 (Fall/Winter 2013)

Theme: Nurturing Global Citizens in Local Classrooms

Deadline: September 1, 2013

Call for Submissions: As students become more connected through 
technology, how can we encourage them to think of themselves as citizens of 
this broader world, able and willing to shoulder the responsibilities they have 
to one another? Becoming a global citizen requires students to explore critically 
and compassionately the interconnectedness and interdependency of people, 
cultures, and languages, especially the ways that decision making in one society 
impacts events in others (Herrera, 2012). At the same time, being a global 
citizen is about creating a habit of mind that seeks to understand and preserve 
relationships and connections across borders, while building a sense of self-
identity and integrity (McIntosh, 2005). 

For this themed issue, think about ways that you have guided students in using 
technology to investigate the world beyond their immediate environment. What 
instructional methods and activities have been most effective in teaching your 
students to become global citizens? How have your students used technology to 
recognize their own and others’ perspectives? How do you instruct students to 
communicate their ideas effectively with diverse audiences and translate these 
into appropriate actions to improve the conditions and situations either globally 
and locally? Consider how you and your students explore a range of domestic 
and international texts and media to identify local, regional, or global literacy 
learning. Do you use a variety of sources, media, and languages to examine 
relevant evidence to address global issues? If so, what are they and how have they 
mediated your students’ ability to become global citizens? Have your students’ 
inquiries resulted in service learning projects in which students have the chance 

to address a local or regional issue? Reflect on how effective reading, writing, 
listening, and speaking contribute to students’ capacity to advocate for and 
contribute to improving local, regional or global issues.

Herrera, S. (2012). Globalization: Current constraints and promising perspectives. Journal 
of Curriculum and Instruction, 6 (1), 1-10. 

McIntosh, P. (2005). Gender perspectives on educating for global citizenship. In N. 
Noddings (Ed.), Educating citizens for global awareness (pp. 22-39). New 
York, NY: Teachers College Press.

In addition to the themed call for manuscripts, we welcome submissions for our 
standing columns, “Inquiries and Innovations” [500-1000 words]:

• Leading with Quality Literature: How do you teach with quality literature? 
Do you connect it with content areas? Do you use literature as a mentor text 
for writing or other forms of inquiry?

• Exceeding Expectations—Negotiating Standards and Assessments: This is 
a forum for teachers to share how they are raising expectations and student 
achievement by negotiating state and/or national standards and learning 
from a variety of assessments.

• Educator Epiphanies: Write about your own “moments of clarity” about 
your teaching practice and/or your work with students.

• New Media Notes: How are you tapping into the multimodal technologies 
available to students to expand creativity and literacy?

• Book Reviews: Write a review for a book in either category that has quickly 
become a new favorite for you.—Children’s and Young Adult Literature  
or Professional Texts for Language Arts Educators

The new “Dear Author” letter: Twitter
continued from page 11

• Matt de la Pena – @mattdelapena – YA author of Mexican 
Whiteboy, I Will Save You, and others – really interactive 
tweeter, will respond and converse, very accessible!

• Penny Kittle – @pennykittle – Writing guru, author of Write 
Beside Them and others, asks great questions that you can 
retweet, really passionate about connecting with her readers 
and “students.”

• Cassandra Clare – @cassieclare – Author of Mortal Instruments 
and Infernal Devices series, interacts regularly with her readers 
and fans, retweets and converses publicly.  Prolific tweeter!

There are so many more – these are just a few to start with if 
you have not followed authors before.  Tweet them, retweet them, @
mention them, or message them – they want to connect with their 
readers, too.  If you are interested in learning about authors or are 
nervous about starting off, join a chat like #titletalk, #nerdybookclub, 
#engchat, or #kidlit. To find more information about chats or PLNs 
where you can connect with authors or other readers who connect 
with authors, check out Jerry Blumengarten’s (@cybraryman1) 
Official Twitter Chat Schedule at http://goo.gl/m5keiR. 

Tips for contacting authors and getting a conversation started:

1. Start with a retweet or @mention, connecting with their 
work, a tweet of theirs, or a question.

2. Be sure to ask a question when you message or tweet them, 
or make a comment that supports continued conversation. 
Try to be specific so that a response is easy.

3. Be polite and mindful of the public forum of Twitter – keep 
it professional and not too critical, not too gushy. 

4. Retweet their responses to your network with comments 
thanking them or advertising/ celebrating them.

5. Read their work and tweet again sometime later with specific 
comments about their books or other literary work – sound like 
you have “done your homework.” Maybe ask another question.

6. If you get their humor, tweet them something funny or 
something they might enjoy.  

7. Do not overtweet or repeatedly pepper them with questions 
– keep it cool, give them a chance to see about favoriting, 
retweeting, or (God-willing) following you. Just like you, 
they are very busy.  Probably busier.

8. Remember they are authors and you are a writer – you have 
140 characters to sound clever, intelligent, well-read, or 
interesting.  Draft, revise, and check spelling before sending.

Do not be sad if they do not respond. Do not feel blue if they do 
not follow you.  Sometimes the forum alone is the reward.  Bring 
students in and encourage them to do the same; they may stand a 
greater chance of receiving a response than you.  Show the tweets to 
your class – celebrate your connections and how small the world is 
now with technology.   And remember, they are just people, trying 
to make their way in the world, hoping to connect with others… 
just like us.

Follow Molly on Twitter @finchgirl10 or email her at fridayswithfrogs@
gmail.com. Please tweet her your author connection stories!

DEADLINE

APPROACHING

http://goo.gl/m5keiR
mailto:fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com
mailto:fridayswithfrogs@gmail.com
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The 2013 NCTE Annual Convention, 
“(Re)Inventing the Future of English,” 
will take place at the Hynes Convention 
Center in Boston from November 21-24.  
This year’s convention promises to be 
an exciting and energizing one. It kicks 
off with the preconvention sessions, 
section get-togethers, and the opening 
mixer on Thursday. Throughout the 
conference there will be professional 
development sessions that target 
kindergarten through college. The 700+ 
presentations and events are meant 
to inspire teachers to invigorate their 
teaching in response to the political, 
economic, technological, and cultural 
forces of today’s world. Teachers may 
find themselves better prepared to 
handle the unique challenges in their 
own classrooms. More details on events 
can be found in the online searchable 
program.

Attendees will have the chance to hear 
from authors like Tony Danza, Neal 
Shusterman, Laurie Halse Anderson, 

Kelly Gallagher, Walter Dean Myers, 
and more.  Post-convention workshops 
will be offered from November 25-26 
and include titles such as, “Using Music 
to Teach English from A to JayZ”; 
“Transforming English Language Arts 
with Interconnected Technologies”; 
“Inspiring Talk: Putting Student Voices 
at the Core of English”; “Design It! 
Create It! Perform It!: Reimagining 
and Enriching Literacy Learning”; and 
much, much more. As usual, the Exhibit 
Hall will offer the latest publications, 
teaching aids, and technology for 
purchase.

The Sheraton Boston Hotel, which 
has convenient indoor walkways to 
the convention center, will serve as 
the meeting’s headquarters. The hotel 
boasts wonderful shops, views, and 
high-speed internet access.  Rooms can 
be reserved online at ncte@onpeak.
co or by calling 866-825-8710. Other 
nearby hotels can be found at the 

NCTE convention page at http://www.
ncte.org/annual/hotel.  

For the best registration rates, 
attendees should register online before 
November 1, 2013 at http://www.ncte.
org/annual/registration. Registration 
rates are: Member $250 (after 
November 1 - $275); Nonmember $325 
(after November 1 - $350); and Student 
$100 (after November 1 - $110). 
cdelaney@txstate.edu 

NCTE 2013: (Re)Inventing the future of English
By Carol J. Delaney, Co-editor, English in Texas

For Convention information, visit www.ncte.org/annual or call NCTE Customer Service at 877-369-6283.

2013 Annual Convention
November 21–24, 2013

Postconvention Workshops, November 25–26, 2013
Boston, Hynes Convention Center

CONNECT. GET ENERGIZED. (Re) INVENT YOUR FUTURE

 Register by November 1, 2013, and save!

Member  $250
Nonmember  $325
Student Member $100

“NCTE's Annual Convention is the time when we connect in person with all those people we learn with 
[online] throughout the year. We meet old friends for the �rst time and we make new friends whom we 
immediately follow on Twitter. It is a time to connect and reconnect, a time to refocus our conversations.”
                              —Franki Sibberson, NCTE member and Annual Convention attendee for 20+ years

National Council of Teachers of English 
(Re)Inventing the Future of English

Let summer guide your school year
continued from page 7

2. Remember to take care of yourself physically.  While we cannot quite replicate those 
walks on the Padre Island National Seashore during our school day, we can certainly 
find fifteen minutes to strap on some comfy shoes and take an invigorating walk 
around the building.  Worried you cannot find the time?  Incorporate a walk into 
your writing lesson with students in tow.

3. Cultivate relationships inside and outside of school.  Meet a colleague a bit early 
at school to discuss a teaching strategy over a good cup of coffee.  Staying in touch 
with like-minded people rejuvenates us and creates excitement for the day to come.

4. Become more involved in TCTELA by running for office, joining a committee, 
or nominating a colleague for an award.  OK…that was a shameless pitch, but 
involvement does keep us invigorated and challenged to new levels in our profession.

5. Breathe!  We have heard that so often that it should be second nature.  After all we 
have to breathe to survive.  Do not just breathe to survive, though.  Breathe to enjoy 
the experiences placed in front of you.  Breathe to remind yourself to follow your 
heart.  Breathe and enjoy the journey that is teaching.

May your 2013-2014 school year be sprinkled with the sands and lessons of summer. 
katgonmom@gmail.com 

2013 
NCTE Annual  
Convention

November 21-24, 2013

Register by 
November 1, 2013

and SAVE!!!

http://www.ncte.org/annual
http://www.ncte.org/annual
mailto:ncte@onpeak.co
mailto:ncte@onpeak.co
http://www.ncte.org/annual/hotel
http://www.ncte.org/annual/hotel
http://www.ncte.org/annual/registration
http://www.ncte.org/annual/registration
mailto:cdelaney@txstate.edu
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